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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: Welaka, Florida Accident Number: MIA07LA081

Date & Time: April 19, 2007, 08:15 Local Registration: N2874B

Aircraft: Cessna U206G Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis 

The commercial pilot and his pilot-rated passenger were taking off from a private airpark under 
visual flight rules in fog and haze. A witness observed the airplane after takeoff flying "too low," 
then striking a 130-foot utility pole and wires located about 0.6 nautical miles southwest of the 
airpark. The witness also stated, "There was no failed engine, no putter, no sputter." 
Examination of the wreckage revealed no evidence of a mechanical malfunction or failure. 
Both pilots flew together frequently and were familiar with the airpark.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's continued visual flight into instrument meteorological conditions and his failure to 
maintain clearance from utility poles. Contributing to the accident were the fog and haze.

Findings
Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
1. (C) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - CONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
2. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
3. (C) CLEARANCE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
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4. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - HAZE/SMOKE
5. OBJECT - UTILITY POLE
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Factual Information

On April 19, 2007, about 0815 eastern daylight time, a Cessna U206G, N2874B, registered to 
and operated by a private individual as a 14 CFR Part 91 personal flight, impacted a utility pole 
and crashed in Welaka, Florida. Instrument meteorological conditions prevailed and no flight 
plan was filed. The commercial-rated pilot and one passenger were killed, and the airplane 
received substantial damage. The flight was originating from the Mount Royal Airpark (3FL0), 
Welaka, Florida, at the time of the accident.

A witness was fishing on a pier at the time of the accident. She reported that the airplane came 
"over the trees, saw it coming in, thought it was too low, you, you just see and think it's too low 
but it apparently was, flew into the wires, the wing hit the, the pole, the center pole, then the 
body turned down and hit into the pole and it all fell into the water by the pilings." Regarding 
engine noise, she reported "...there was no failed engine, no putter, no sputter..."

The pilot, age 68, held a commercial pilot certificate with airplane single- and multi-engine land 
ratings. He held an instrument rating at the time of the accident and was a certified instrument 
flight and ground advanced instrument instructor. He was issued a third class medical 
certificate on January 3, 2006, with a restriction to wear corrective lenses. A page from the 
pilot's logbook indicated 3,936.1 hours of flight time as of April, 2007. 

The 82-year old right seat passenger owned the airplane and was the owner and manager of 
Mount Royal Airpark. Reportedly, he stopped flying at age 80 and often flew as a passenger 
with the pilot. According to his last medical certificate application, dated August 26, 2004, he 
reported 3,000 hours of flight time. His application for a medical certificate was denied by the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Civil Aerospace Medical Institute (CAMI), citing a failure 
to provide evidence of a current eye evaluation.

FAA records indicate that the airplane was manufactured in 1977 and powered by a Teledyne 
Continental Motors (TCM) IO-520-F engine. The aircraft was equipped with an S-TEC 50 
autopilot computer, roll servo, and pitch servo. An Apollo GX 50 GPS and a WX-900 
Stormscope were also installed.

Only the front page of the aircraft logbook was recovered. An acquaintance of both occupants 
was interviewed and reported that an annual inspection was performed about three to four 
months prior to the accident. The engine logbook indicated that the engine was inspected per 
an annual inspection on November 1, 2006. At the time of this inspection, the number five 
cylinder was overhauled and reinstalled. The propeller logbook indicated an inspection dated 
November 1, 2006, and documented a Hartzell three-blade propeller. Airplane total time at this 
inspection was 5,756.4 hours.
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The acquaintance of the pilot described the weather at the time of the accident as follows: 
"Very little, wind, uhm, somewhat of a, a layer of uh, haze and fog."

The female witness who was fishing on a dock at the time of the accident reported "it was 
foggy but at the time, somehow strangely clear." When asked if she could see across the lake, 
she responded "Almost, not, not, not completely clearly, no."

The 0816 weather observation taken at Gainesville Regional Airport (GNV), Gainesville, Florida, 
located approximately 35 nautical miles (NM) northwest of the accident site, indicated winds 
from 340 at 3 knots, visibility 1/4 statute mile in fog, vertical visibility 100 feet, temperature 52 
degrees F, dew point 52 degrees F, and an altimeter setting of 29.80 inches of mercury.

The main wreckage was recovered from the St. Johns River, located about 0.6 NM southwest 
of 3FL0. A section of the cockpit floor and lower fuselage was recovered from the top of the 
approximately 130-foot-high utility pole. 

An examination of the accident site and wreckage was conducted by an FAA inspector. There 
was no evidence of fire. Primary flight control cable continuity was established from the 
control surfaces to the cockpit area. The flap actuator indicated approximately 30 degrees 
down. The windshield, a majority of the upper engine cowl, and the engine oil cap were not 
recovered at the time of the examination. Engine continuity and compression were established 
by manually rotating the crankshaft. The propeller remained attached to the crankshaft. One 
blade was bent forward and the other two blades indicated s-bending.

The engine was inspected and run at the TCM facility in Mobile, Alabama on October 31, 2007. 
The inspection was performed under the direction of the National Transportation Safety Board 
Investigator-in-Charge (IIC) and TCM personnel were present. The cylinders were borescoped 
prior to the run with normal operating signatures observed. A replacement propeller and oil cap 
were installed for the engine run. The engine was started and was run for approximately 5 
minutes. Engine power was advanced to full throttle six times and the engine performed 
normally. An oil leak was observed at the number five cylinder position. The engine accelerated 
normally without any hesitation or interruption of power.

Postmortem examinations of the pilot and passenger were performed by the Office of the 
Medical Examiner, District 23, in St. Augustine, Florida. The cause of death for the pilot was 
listed as, "Internal hemorrhage due to ruptured aorta due to blunt force trauma." The cause of 
death for the passenger was listed as, "Multiple injuries due to blunt force trauma."

Forensic toxicology was performed on specimens of the pilot by the FAA Bioaeronautical 
Sciences Research Laboratory (CAMI), Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and by the Florida District 23 
Medical Examiner. The CAMI toxicology report was negative for carbon monoxide, cyanide, 
and ethanol. Metoprolol was present in the blood and urine. The District 23 autopsy report was 
negative for blood alcohol and tested drugs.
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Forensic toxicology was performed on specimens of the passenger by the FAA 
Bioaeronautical Sciences Research Laboratory (CAMI), Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and by the 
Florida District 23 Medical Examiner. The CAMI toxicology report indicated amlodipine in the 
blood and urine, hydrocodone in the blood and urine, dihydrocodeine in the blood and urine, 
hydromorphone in the urine, alprazolam in the urine, alpha-hydroxyalprazolam in the urine, and 
acetaminophen in the urine. The District 23 autopsy report was negative for blood alcohol and 
positive for blood-opiates.

Pilot Information 

Certificate: Commercial; Flight instructor Age: 68,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Multi-engine 
land

Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): Airplane multi-engine; Airplane 
single-engine; Instrument airplane

Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 3 With waivers/limitations Last FAA Medical Exam: January 3, 2006

Occupational Pilot: UNK Last Flight Review or Equivalent: October 29, 2005

Flight Time: 3936 hours (Total, all aircraft), 3811 hours (Pilot In Command, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N2874B

Model/Series: U206G Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: U20603647

Landing Gear Type: Tricycle Seats: 4

Date/Type of Last 
Inspection:

November 1, 2006 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 3600 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 24 Hrs Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 5756 Hrs as of last inspection Engine Manufacturer: Teledyne Continental

ELT: Installed Engine Model/Series: IO-520-F

Registered Owner: Paul Wilcox Rated Power: 300 Horsepower

Operator: Paul Wilcox Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None



Page 6 of 7 MIA07LA081

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument (IMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: GNV,152 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 35 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 08:16 Local Direction from Accident Site: 300°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Visibility 0.25 miles

Lowest Ceiling: Indefinite (V V) / 100 ft AGL Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 3 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 340° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29.79 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 11°C / 11°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Welaka, FL (3FL0) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Lakeland, FL (LAL ) Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: 07:35 Local Type of Airspace: 

Airport Information

Airport: Mount Royal Airpark 3FL0 Runway Surface Type:
Airport Elevation: 60 ft msl Runway Surface Condition: Unknown
Runway Used: 08 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: 2760 ft / 75 ft VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger 
Injuries:

1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

29.658611,-81.688613
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Hicks, Ralph

Additional Participating 
Persons:

Frank Rios; FAA/FSDO; Orlando, FL
Jason Lucasik; Teledyne Continental Motors; Mobile, AL
Thomas J Teplik; Cessna Aircraft Company; Wichita, KS

Original Publish Date: March 23, 2009

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 

Note:

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=65604

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/65604/pdf

