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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: Williamson, Georgia Accident Number: ATL05FA098

Date & Time: June 16, 2005, 11:53 Local Registration: N26GA

Aircraft: Fairchild M-62A-3 Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Instructional

Analysis 

The pilot elected to takeoff up slope from the 2800 foot long runway with a 7 knot tailwind. 
After the airplane cleared a stand of trees on the departure end of the runway, it descended 
below the tree tops and collided with trees and the ground. Examination of the airplane at the 
accident site found the wing flaps in the full down position. According to the before takeoff 
checklist, wing flaps are retracted for takeoff. There were no mechanical problems discovered 
during the post accident examination.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's failure to follow the before takeoff checklist and attempted a takeoff with flaps 
extended, which resulted in an in-flight collision with trees.

Findings
Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB
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Findings
1. (C) FLIGHT CONTROL,FLAP - EXTENDED
2. (C) CHECKLIST - NOT FOLLOWED - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. OBJECT - TREE(S)
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On June 16, 2005, at 1153 eastern daylight time, a Fairchild M-62A-3, N26GA,, registered to and 
operated by the American Airpower Heritage Flying Museum, collided with trees shortly after 
takeoff from the Peach State Airport in Williamson, Georgia. The training flight was operated 
under the provisions of Title 14 CFR Part 91, and visual flight rules. Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed and no flight plan was filed. The Air Transport Pilot (ATP) rated check 
pilot and the ATP rated pilot received fatal injuries, and the airplane sustained substantial 
damage. The flight originated from Falcon Field in Peachtree City, Georgia, at 1053.

According to witnesses, the airplane did a downwind landing on runway 13. After landing, the 
pilot taxied to the on field restaurant and turned around and back taxied to runway 13 and 
proceeded to execute a down wind takeoff. Witness stated that they believe the winds were at 
310 to 290-degrees at 10 to 15 knots. During the take off roll the witnesses noticed that both 
the front and rear canopy's were open. Witnesses said the take off roll was long and the 
airplane went almost the entire length of the 2800-foot uphill runway before lifting off. The 
airplane did not want to climb, witnesses said it barely made it over a set of trees and then they 
observed it sink behind another set and trees and heard a crash. The witnesses telephoned the 
911 operator and reported the accident. Witnesses said they heard the engine running 
throughout the takeoff until the airplane collided with the trees.

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

A review of information on file with the Federal Aviation Administration Airman's Certification 
Division, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, revealed that the check pilot was issued an Airline 
Transport Pilot Certificate with ratings for airplane multiengine land. The pilot held type ratings 
in the B-727, B-737, B-757, B-767, BE-500, DC-9, and the L-1011 transport category airplanes. 
The pilot also held a commercial pilot certificate for Airplane single engine land and was a 
Certified flight instructor for airplane single and multiengine instrument airplanes, and was a 
flight engineer for Turbojet powered, Reciprocating Engine powered, and Turbo propeller 
powered airplanes. A review of records on file with the FAA Aero Medical Records revealed the 
pilot held a first class medical certificate issued on May 10, 2005, with a restriction that he 
must wear corrective lenses. The pilot reported on his application for the medical certificate 
that he had accumulated 20,708 total civil flight hours. According to flight records provided by 
the Commemorative Air Force the Check pilot was Qualified as a Unit Check Pilot in the PT-26. 
The pilot had accumulated 145.6 hours total time in the PT-26, with 20.1 hours in the last 90 
days, 16.2 hours in the last 60 days and 15.5 hours in the last 30 days. According to their 
records the pilots total time was 22,908.8 hours.
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A review of information on file with the Federal Aviation Administration Airman's Certification 
Division, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, revealed that the student pilot was issued an Airline 
Transport Pilot Certificate with ratings for airplane multiengine land. The pilot held ratings in 
the CE-500. The pilot also held a commercial pilot certificate for Airplane single engine land 
and was a certified flight instructor for airplane single  land and instrument airplanes. A review 
of records on file with the FAA Aero Medical Records revealed the pilot held a second class 
medical certificate issued on February 3, 2004, with a restriction that he must wear corrective 
lenses. The pilot reported on his application for the medical certificate that he had 
accumulated 850 total civil flight hours. According to flight records provided by the 
Commemorative Air Force the pilot had accumulated 4.3 hours total time in the PT-26. 
According to their records the pilot total time including military was 2933.2 hours. Additionally, 
the pilot reportedly had received his tail wheel certificate on August 18, 1990.

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

The Fairchild M-62A-3, was manufactured in 1943, and was designated as a Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Fairchild PT-26A, Cornell II.  The airplane had a single 200 horse power 
reciprocating engine, low wing, two seat tandem cockpit with a sliding canopy and a tail wheel 
tricycle Landing gear. A review of maintenance records revealed that the engine and airframes 
annual inspection was completed on February 1, 2005, with a total time of 1,743.9 hours. 

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The nearest weather reporting facility at the time of the accident was Griffin, Georgia. The 
1225 surface weather observation was: Sky clear, visibility 10- statute miles, temperature 82-
degrees Fahrenheit, dew point temperature 46-degrees Fahrenheit, wind 310-degrees at 7-
knots, and altimeter 29.89. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the 
accident.

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

On-scene examination found the airplane in a hay field inverted with the vertical stabilizer 
crushed and the left wing partially separated.   The Horizontal stabilizers received minor 
damage. The rudder sustained crushing damage. There was fuel noted in both fuel tanks, and 
the flaps were extended. Examination of the airplane found the flaps in the full down and 
locked position. The wooden propeller was broken at the hub on one blade and about 1-foot 
outboard of the hub on the other blade. The left wing was removed during the recovery 
operations. The left fuel tank had about 3/4 fuel remaining. The right tank was nearly full of 
fuel. The right wing separated about 4 feet outboard of the wing root.  Cockpit instruments 
were documented and secured. Flight control Continuity was established throughout the 
fuselage.

The engine was rotated by hand and compression was noted on all cylinders. Continuity was 
observed throughout the engine and in the gearbox. Both Magnetos were hand spun and all 
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leads sparked. The engine mounts were broken. The Vacuum Pump was separated from the 
accessory gearbox on the rear of the engine. The spark plugs had a dark black carbon around 
the electrodes. 

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

The Division of Forensic Sciences, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, State of Georgia, 
conducted a postmortem examination of the Check Pilot, and the Pilot on June 17, 2005. The 
reported cause of death for the check pilot was "Blunt force injuries to the chest" and the 
reported cause of death for the pilot was "Massive blunt force injuries to the head", the manner 
of death for both pilot's was Accident. The Forensic Toxicology Research Section, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma performed postmortem toxicology of 
specimens from both pilot's. There was no carbon monoxide or cyanide detected in the blood 
for either pilot, there was no ethanol detected in the urine of the check pilot and no ethanol 
was detected in the vitreous of the pilot, and there were no drugs detected in either of the 
pilot's.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

According to Flight Safety for the Commemorative Air Force the takeoff distance to clear a 50' 
obstacle, no winds, 3,000 MSL, grass runway, at 2,650 lbs gross weight is 1,875 feet. The 
before takeoff checklist calls for flaps up, and the Dash-1 says takeoff with flaps is not 
recommended. The wreckage was released to the Director of Safety Commemorative Air 
Force, on October 13, 2005.

Check pilot Information 

Certificate: Airline transport; Flight engineer; 
Flight instructor

Age: 67,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Multi-engine 
land

Seat Occupied: Front

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: Yes

Instructor Rating(s): Airplane multi-engine; Airplane 
single-engine

Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 1 With waivers/limitations Last FAA Medical Exam: May 1, 2005

Occupational Pilot: Yes Last Flight Review or Equivalent: May 1, 2004

Flight Time: 22908 hours (Total, all aircraft), 146 hours (Total, this make and model), 20 hours (Last 90 days, 
all aircraft), 15 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 1 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)
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Student pilot Information 

Certificate: Airline transport; Commercial; 
Flight instructor

Age: 58,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Multi-engine 
land

Seat Occupied: Rear

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: Yes

Instructor Rating(s): Airplane single-engine; Instrument 
airplane

Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 2 With waivers/limitations Last FAA Medical Exam: February 1, 2004

Occupational Pilot: Yes Last Flight Review or Equivalent: May 1, 2005

Flight Time: 2931 hours (Total, all aircraft), 4 hours (Total, this make and model), 4 hours (Last 90 days, all 
aircraft), 0 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 1 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Fairchild Registration: N26GA

Model/Series: M-62A-3 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:

Airworthiness Certificate: Experimental (Special) Serial Number: T43433

Landing Gear Type: Tricycle Seats: 2

Date/Type of Last 
Inspection:

February 1, 2005 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 2650 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 19.3 Hrs Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 1743.9 Hrs as of last 
inspection

Engine Manufacturer: Ranger

ELT: Not installed Engine Model/Series: 6-44005

Registered Owner: American Airpower Heritage 
Flying Museum

Rated Power: 200 Horsepower

Operator: Dixie Wing Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Does Business As: Commemorative Air Force Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: 6A2,958 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 10 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 12:25 Local Direction from Accident Site: 90°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Visibility 10 miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 7 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 310° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29.88 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 28°C / 8°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Peachtree City, GA (FFC ) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Williamson, GA (GA2 ) Type of Clearance:

Departure Time: 10:53 Local Type of Airspace: 

Airport Information

Airport: Williamson Peach State 3GA7 Runway Surface Type: Asphalt;Grass/turf
Airport Elevation: 926 ft msl Runway Surface Condition: Dry
Runway Used: 13 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: 3000 ft / 100 ft VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger 
Injuries:

Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

33.183612,-84.375
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Wilson, Ralph

Additional Participating 
Persons:

Howard F Combs; ATL FSDO; College Park, GA
Bob Stenevik; Commemorative Air Force; Midland, TN

Original Publish Date: January 31, 2006

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 

Note:

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=61737

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/61737/pdf

