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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: JUNEAU, Alaska Accident Number: ANC01FAMS1

Date & Time: December 27, 2000, 14:00 Local Registration: N7100C

Aircraft: Champion 8GCBC Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Instructional

Analysis 

The first pilot, a certificated flight instructor, was giving a biennial flight review (BFR) to the 
second pilot, a certificated private pilot.  The second pilot's third-class medical certificate had 
expired.  The proposed flight path would have covered an area of 13 miles of open water.  
When the flight failed to return, an extensive search failed to find the airplane or its occupants.  
During the search, two aircraft tires, along with a small portion of wood, believed to be part of 
the accident airplane's wooden wing spar, were located along the airplane's anticipated flight 
path.  No other portion of the airplane has been found.  The airplane is still missing and is 
presumed to have been destroyed.  Both pilots are presumed to have sustained fatal injuries.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
Undetermined.  Missing airplane.
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Findings
Occurrence #1: MISSING AIRCRAFT
Phase of Operation: UNKNOWN
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On December 27, 2000, about 1400 Alaska daylight time, a wheel-equipped Champion 8GCBC 
airplane, N7100C, is presumed to have crashed about 13 miles southwest of Juneau, Alaska.  
Neither the airplane or its occupants have been located.  The airplane was being operated as a 
visual flight rules (VFR) instructional flight under Title 14, CFR Part 91, when the accident 
occurred.  The airplane is presumed to have been destroyed.  The first pilot, who was a 
certificated flight instructor, and the second pilot, who was a certificated private pilot, are 
presumed to have received fatal injuries.  The airplane was owned by the second pilot.  Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed at the point of departure, and a VFR flight plan was filed.  
The accident flight originated at the Juneau International Airport, Juneau, about 1335. 

During a telephone conversation with the National Transportation Safety Board investigator-in-
charge on January 3, the owner of the flight school that employed the flight instructor stated 
that the purpose of the flight was to provided a biennial flight review (BFR) to the second pilot.  
The airplane failed to return to the Juneau International Airport, and was reported overdue 
about 1457.  Search personnel began an extensive search along the flight's anticipated route 
of flight.  The anticipated flight path would have covered an area over 13 miles of ocean 
waters. 

On December 29, two aircraft tires, along with a small portion of wood, believed to be part of 
the accident airplane's wooden wing spar, were located in the waters of Young Bay, along the 
north shore of Admiralty Island, about 13 miles southwest of Juneau.  No other portion of the 
airplane has been found.  

A review of telephone weather briefings from the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA), 
Automated Flight Service Station (AFSS), Juneau, revealed that the second pilot telephoned 
the AFSS on December 27, about 1211.  The second pilot initially requested to file a VFR flight 
plan from Juneau en route to the area of Young Bay and Barlow Cove, and return to Juneau.  
After the AFSS specialist received the second pilot's flight plan information, the AFSS 
specialist asked the second pilot if he would like a briefing of the current weather conditions, 
and the pilot agreed.  The AFSS specialist, stated in part:  "Okay, well let's see, let me give you 
this latest pilot report that we just had ah, one of the guys took off and tried to head to Hoonah 
I think from Haines Air, and he said he returned on account of weather, due to ah low 
conditions at Barlow..... and that's kind of been the case around the area right now, nobody’s 
making it up and down the canal.... so right now I really don't have anybody flying around right 
now, so VFR flights are not recommended."  The first pilot responded, in part: " ...Okay, I live out 
in Auke Bay, and it looked pretty good out that direction, at least as far as Barlow, but it's 
worsened, it's gotten worse in the little bit... Oh okay, okay, well I guess we'll just go back there 
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and see what she looks like."  A complete transcript is included with this report.   

The accident airplane did not reach the intended destination of Juneau, and was not located at 
any airport.  The FAA issued an alert notice (ALNOT) at 1507.  Search personnel began an 
extensive search effort that included aircraft, surface vessels, and ground search personnel.  
The search was suspended on January 2, 2001.

CREW INFORMATION

The first pilot held a commercial pilot certificate with airplane single-engine land, multiengine 
land, single-engine sea, and helicopter ratings.  He also held a flight instructor certificate with 
an airplane single-engine rating.  The most recent second-class medical certificate was issued 
to the pilot on December 4, 1999, and contained the limitation that correcting lenses must be 
available while exercising the privileges of his airman certificate.

No personal flight records were located for the first pilot, and the aeronautical experience 
listed on page 3 of this report was obtained from a review of FAA airmen records on file in the 
Airman and Medical Records Center located in Oklahoma City.  On the pilot's application for 
medical certificate, dated December 4, 1999, the pilot indicated that his total aeronautical 
experience consisted of about 1,800 hours. 

The second pilot held a private pilot certificate with an airplane single-engine land rating.  The 
most recent, expired,  third-class medical certificate was issued to the pilot on November 25, 
1998, and contained no limitations.

No personal flight records were located for the second pilot, and the aeronautical experience 
listed on page 3 of this report was obtained from a review of FAA airmen records on file in the 
Airman and Medical Records Center located in Oklahoma City.  On the pilot's application for 
medical certificate, dated November 25, 1998, the pilot indicated that his total aeronautical 
experience consisted of about 200 hours.      

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The closest official weather observation station is Juneau, Alaska, which is located about 13 
nautical miles northeast of the presumed accident site.

At 1353, an Aviation Routine Weather Report (METAR) was reporting in part:  Wind, 080 
degrees (true) at 7 knots; visibility, 10 statute miles in light rain; clouds, few clouds at 500 feet, 
2,800 feet broken, 4,000 feet overcast; temperature, 35 degrees F; dew point, 33 degrees F; 
altimeter, 30.33 inHg.

An area forecast for Lynn Canal and Glacier Bay, valid until December 28, at 0000 was 
reporting, in part:  An AIRMET for mountain obscuration with mountains occasionally obscured 
in clouds and in precipitation, improving.  Otherwise, sky condition and ceiling, 800 feet 
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scattered, 1,500 feet broken, 2,000 feet overcast, tops 10,000 feet; isolated ceilings below 
1,000 feet, with isolated areas with visibility below 3 statute miles in mist.    

COMMUNICATIONS

The pilot communicated by radio and telephone with the Juneau AFSS. The area of the 
accident did not have any radar recording capabilities, nor was any radar coverage available in 
the Lynn Canal.

Pilot Information 

Certificate: Commercial; Flight instructor Age: 63,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Single-engine 
sea; Multi-engine land

Seat Occupied: Unknown

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Helicopter Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: Yes

Instructor Rating(s): Airplane single-engine Toxicology Performed: No

Medical Certification: Class 2 Valid Medical--w/ 
waivers/lim

Last FAA Medical Exam: December 4, 1999

Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 1800 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Champion Registration: N7100C

Model/Series: 8GCBC 8GCBC Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 357-84

Landing Gear Type: Tailwheel Seats: 2

Date/Type of Last 
Inspection:

 Unknown Certified Max Gross Wt.: 2150 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time:  Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

ELT: Installed, not activated Engine Model/Series: O-360

Registered Owner: STEPHEN D. ZECKSER Rated Power: 180 Horsepower

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: JNU,0 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 13:53 Local Direction from Accident Site: 0°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 500 ft AGL Visibility 0 miles

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 2800 ft AGL Visibility (RVR): 0 ft

Wind Speed/Gusts: 7 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 80° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 30.32 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 2°C / 0°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: (JNU ) Type of Flight Plan Filed: VFR

Destination: (JNU ) Type of Clearance:

Departure Time: 13:35 Local Type of Airspace: Class E

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger 
Injuries:

Aircraft Fire:

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

58.358333,-134.582778
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Johnson, Clinton

Additional Participating 
Persons:

KIERAN K O'FARRELL; Federal Aviation Administration; Juneau , AK

Original Publish Date: July 2, 2002

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=51380

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/51380/pdf

