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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: NEW PORT RICHEY, Florida Accident Number: MIA94FA141

Date & Time: May 15, 1994, 15:30 Local Registration: N9319Y

Aircraft: BEECH                          95-55 Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis 

ON THE DAY BEFORE THE ACCIDENT, ONE OF THE OWNERS EXPERIENCED HIGH CYLINDER 
HEAD TEMP IN THE RIGHT ENGINE DURING TAKEOFF. HE RETURNED TO THE ARPT, AND 
SHUT THE ENGINE DOWN DURING TAXI IN. THIS WAS THE SECOND FLIGHT SINCE ANNUAL. 
HE REPORTED THIS TO THIS PLT, WHO WAS THE OTHER OWNER, WHO STATED HE WOULD 
LOOK AT THE ACFT. ON THE DAY OF THE ACCIDENT THE PLT WAS OBSERVED LOOKING AT 
SOMETHING UNDER THE INSTRUMENT PANEL AND THEN DEPART. THE ACFT WAS THEN 
OBSERVED MAKING A DOWNWIND APPCH TO ANOTHER AIRPORT AND EXECUTE A GO-
AROUND. THE LDG GEAR REMAINED DOWN AND THE FLAPS WERE RAISED TO THE APCH 
POSITION. AN ENGINE WAS HEARD TO LOSE POWER AND WITNESSES OBSERVED THE LEFT 
ENGINE NOT OPERATING BUT THE PROPELLER TURNING, AND THE RIGHT ENGINE 
PRODUCING FULL POWER. THE RIGHT ENGINE WAS THEN HEARD TO SLOW DOWN AND THE 
ACFT DESCENDED AND HIT TREES. THE RIGHT PROPELLER WAS FOUND IN THE FEATHERED 
POSITION. NO EVIDENCE TO INDICATE PRECRASH MECHANICAL FAILURE OR 
MALFUNCTION OF EITHER ENGINE OR PROPELLER WAS FOUND. 

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
THE PILOT'S FEATHERING OF THE WRONG PROPELLER AFTER AN ENGINE FAILURE FOR 
UNDETERMINED REASON(S). 
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Findings
Occurrence #1: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER
Phase of Operation: GO-AROUND (VFR)

Findings
1. 1 ENGINE
2. (C) REASON FOR OCCURRENCE UNDETERMINED
----------

Occurrence #2: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER
Phase of Operation: GO-AROUND (VFR)

Findings
3. 1 ENGINE
4. (C) WRONG PROPELLER FEATHERED - INADVERTENT - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #3: FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation: EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING
----------

Occurrence #4: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING

Findings
5. GEAR RETRACTION - DELAYED - PILOT IN COMMAND
6. OBJECT - TREE(S)
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

     On May 15, 1994, about 1530 eastern daylight time, N9319Y, a Beech 95-55, registered to 
the pilot, Franklin E. Jassmann, and Walter Castles, crashed on go-around at Hidden Lake 
Airport, New Port Richey, Florida, while on a 14 CFR Part 91 personal flight. Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed at the time and no flight plan was filed. The airplane was 
destroyed and the pilot received fatal injuries. The flight originated at Tampa Bay Executive 
Airport, New Port Richey, Florida, on May 15, 1994, about 1515.

     One of the aircraft owners, Mr. Walter Castles, reported that on the day before the accident 
he experienced high cylinder head temperatures in the right engine during taxi and takeoff 
from Tampa Bay Executive Airport, for a flight to the Florida Keys. He reduced power on the 
right engine and returned to land. He shut down the right engine on taxi in. This was the 
second flight since the aircraft's annual inspection was performed. He had to hurry and drive 
to his destination and had his wife call his partner in the aircraft, Mr. Jassmann, and tell him 
about the right engine problem. Mr. Jassmann stated he would go out and look at the engine.

     On the day of the accident Mr. Jassmann was seen by airport personnel looking at 
something under the aircraft's instrument panel. He departed the Tampa Bay Executive Airport 
in N9319Y about 1515. Witnesses reported seeing a twin engine Beech Baron flying north 
between the Tampa Bay Executive Airport and the Hidden Lake Airport at about 1530. The 
aircraft was at 1,000 to 1,500 feet and one of the engines was surging between low and high 
power.

     Witnesses at the Hidden Lake Airport reported seeing N9319Y approach to runway 5 with a 
tailwind. The runway was clear of aircraft, vehicles, and people. The pilot initiated a go-around 
and was observed to turn right and climb with full engine power. The landing gear was down, 
full flaps were extended, and the aircraft was in a nose-high attitude. Suddenly, one engine 
appeared to lose power. Other witnesses along the flight path reported seeing the aircraft 
flying toward the east with the landing gear down and the wing flaps in the approach position. 
The left engine was not producing power, but the propeller was turning. The right engine was 
producing full power. No smoke or fire was visible on or around the aircraft. The aircraft was 
descending in a nose-high attitude and was at tree top level. The aircraft then clipped trees 
adjacent to a house. The right engine was then heard to "slow down." The aircraft crashed into 
trees and a fire erupted. 

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

     Information on the pilot is included in this report.
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AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

     Mr. Walter Castles, the other owner of the aircraft, stated the aircraft's records were 
onboard the aircraft and were destroyed by the postcrash fire. He stated that he and the pilot 
owned the aircraft together. They had performed an annual inspection on the aircraft from 
November 1993, until April 26, 1994, when the annual inspection was completed. They did the 
work themselves at the Hidden Lake Airport. During the annual inspection they replaced all six 
cylinders and pistons on the right engine, and corrected other minor problems. After the annual 
the aircraft was test flown for 1 hour and then taken to The Tampa Bay Executive Airport.

     Additional aircraft information is included in this report and in attachments to this report.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

     Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident. Reported winds at 
the time of the accident were from the west at 9 knots. The winds favored use of runway 23, 
and another pilot reported he had just landed on runway 23 before the accident. The pilot of 
the accident aircraft approached to runway 5. Additional meteorological information is 
included in this report under weather information.

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

     The aircraft crashed in a wooded area located 1/2 mile east- northeast of the approach end 
of runway 23 at the Hidden Lake Airport, New Port Richey, Florida. Examination of the crash 
site indicated the aircraft collided with 50-foot-tall trees while on a 80-degree heading. The 
aircraft then crashed to the ground and a postcrash fire consumed the aircraft and a large 
wooded area.

     Examination of the crash site indicated all components of the aircraft necessary for flight 
were located on or about the main wreckage of the aircraft. The main wreckage was lying 
upright on a 30-degree heading. The landing gear was in the up position and the wing flaps 
were in the approach or 15-degree position. Continuity of the aileron, rudder, elevator, aileron 
trim, rudder trim, and elevator trim control cables was established. Each fuel selector valve 
was on its respective main tank position.

     The aileron trim tab on the left wing was found in the 2- degree tab down position or left 
wing down position. The rudder trim tab was found in the 5 degree tab right position or nose 
left position. The left and right elevator trim tabs were found in the 2-degree tab down position 
or nose up position.

     Examination of the left engine indicated it had partially separated from the aircraft during 
the accident sequence. Continuity of the engine control cables was established. The propeller 
was found in the low pitch position and damage to the blades indicated the propeller was 
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rotating at low speed during the crash sequence. 

     The left engine was rotated and continuity was established within the crankcase, valve train, 
and accessory drives. Each cylinder produced normal compression. The throttle butterfly valve 
was closed, the mixture arm was in the rich position, and the propeller governor arm was 
broken off due to impact damage. Ignition timing was at 19 degrees before top center. Each 
magneto produced spark when turned by hand. Teardown examination of the engine fuel 
system components revealed no evidence to indicate precrash failure or malfunction of the 
components. The propeller governor rotated freely.

     Examination of the right engine indicated it had partially separated from the aircraft during 
the accident sequence. Continuity of the engine control cables was established. The right 
propeller was found in the feathered position and a ground impact mark indicated it was in 
that position at the time of the accident. The right engine had sustained extensive postcrash 
fire damage. 

     The right engine would not rotate. Teardown examination of the engine assembly revealed 
no evidence to indicate precrash failure or malfunction of the engine assembly, valve train, or 
accessory drives. All oil had been burned from the engine during the postcrash fire and the no. 
1 cylinder had sustained impact damage which separated the cylinder head. The throttle 
butterfly valve was found in the closed position. The mixture arm was broken off due to impact 
forces. The propeller governor arm was in the feather position. The propeller governor rotated 
freely. The magnetos and engine fuel system had sustained postcrash fire damage. Teardown 
examination of these components revealed no evidence to indicate precrash failure or 
malfunction.

     Additional wreckage and impact information is included in attachments to this report.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

     Post-mortem examination of the pilot was performed by Edward R. Corcoran, M.D., 
Associate Medical Examiner, Largo, Florida. Dr. Corcoran stated in his report, "No specific 
cause of death is identified by the autopsy due to extensive destruction secondary to fire." He 
reported no evidence of significant disease processes.

     Post-mortem toxicology studies on specimens obtained from the pilot was performed by 
Ronald R. Bell, Chief Toxicologist, Medical Examiners Office, Largo, Florida, and Dennis V. 
Canfield, Ph.D., Manager, FAA Toxicology Laboratory, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The tests 
were negative for ethanol and drugs. The specimens were not suitable for carbon monoxide 
and cyanide testing.

     For additional medical and pathological information see Supplement K and the toxicology 
test reports attached to this report.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

     The aircraft wreckage was released on May 17, 1994, to David Lucas, Insurance Adjuster, 
Brandon, Florida. Components retained for testing were released on November 10, 1994, to Al 
Sharp, Aviation Consultants, Wimuama, Florida.

Pilot Information 

Certificate: Commercial Age: 59,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Multi-engine 
land

Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 2 Valid Medical--w/ 
waivers/lim

Last FAA Medical Exam: June 8, 1992

Occupational Pilot: Yes Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 8875 hours (Total, all aircraft), 220 hours (Total, this make and model), 6264 hours (Pilot In 
Command, all aircraft), 26 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 18 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 
1 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: BEECH Registration: N9319Y

Model/Series: 95-55 95-55 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: TC-10

Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 5

Date/Type of Last 
Inspection:

April 23, 1994 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 4000 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 1 Hrs Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 4880 Hrs Engine Manufacturer: CONTINENTAL

ELT: Installed, not activated Engine Model/Series: IO-470-L

Registered Owner: WALTER I. CASTLES Rated Power: 260 Horsepower

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Does Business As: Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: TPA ,27 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 22 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 15:51 Local Direction from Accident Site: 190°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 4000 ft AGL Visibility 15 miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 9 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 250° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 33°C / 19°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: 15:15 Local Type of Airspace: Class G

Airport Information

Airport: HIDDEN LAKE X28 Runway Surface Type: Asphalt
Airport Elevation: 30 ft msl Runway Surface Condition: Dry
Runway Used: 5 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: 2730 ft / 50 ft VFR Approach/Landing: Straight-in

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger 
Injuries:

Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, 
Longitude:

28.279518,-82.629707(est)
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Kennedy, Jeffrey

Additional Participating 
Persons:

RON          MORGAN; ORLANDO        , FL
JOHN         WARD; WICHITA        , KS
JOE        B SMITH; MOBILE         , AL
TOM          KNOPP; VANDALIA       , OH

Original Publish Date: April 25, 1995

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 

Note:

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=37425

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/37425/pdf

