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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: FAIRBANKS, Alaska Accident Number: ANC93FA114
Date & Time: July 8, 1993, 21:45 Local Registration: N5960H
Aircraft: PIPER PA-16 Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis

THE PA-16, N5960H, HAD CONTACTED THE TOWER 5 MI EAST FOR LANDING, AND WAS
CLEARED TO ENTER A RIGHT BASE. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE AIRPLANE CALLED & SAID
HE WAS BEING PUSHED UP AND COLLIDED WITH ANOTHER AIRPLANE. IMPACT MARKS
SHOWED THAT THE LEFT WING OF THE PA-18, N87568, HAD COLLIDED WITH THE RIGHT
FLOAT OF THE PA-16. BOTH AIRPLANES WERE ON A WESTERLY HEADING. AT THE TIME OF
THE COLLISION, THE SUN WAS 9.5 DEG ABOVE THE HORIZON AND ON A 303.7 DEG TRUE
AZIMUTH. THE LEFT WING STRUTS OF BOTH AIRPLANES FAILED, AND BOTH AIRPLANES
DESCENDED OUT OF CONTROL. THE TOXICOLOGICAL SAMPLE FROM THE PILOT-IN-
COMMAND OF THE THE PA-16, N5960H, SHOWED A BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL OF 0.060
GM/DL, AND A URINE ALCOHOL LEVEL OF 0.046 GM/DL.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
FAILURE OF THE PILOTS OF BOTH AIRPLANES TO SEE AND AVOID EACH OTHER, AND THE
ALCOHOL IMPAIRMENT OF THE PILOT-IN-COMMAND OF THE PA-16, N5960H. A FACTOR
WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE ACCIDENT WAS THE SUNGLARE.

Findings

Occurrence #1: MIDAIR COLLISION
Phase of Operation: CRUISE
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Findings
1. (C) VISUAL LOOKOUT - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On July 8, 1993, at 2145 Alaska daylight time, a float equipped Piper PA-16 airplane,
N5960H, registered to Jonathan L. Finkel of Fairbanks, Alaska, and operated by the Pilot in
Command, collided with another airplane, N87568, a Piper PA 18 airplane, while in cruise flight
and preparing to enter a right base for the Float Pond at the Fairbanks International Airport,
Fairbanks, Alaska. The accident occurred 8 miles east of the airport on the 100 degree radial
of the Fairbanks VOR. The personal flight, operating under 14 CFR Part 91, last departed the
Float Pond for a local fishing trip at an unknown location and was returning to the Float Pond.
No flight plan was filed and visual meteorological conditions prevailed. The airplane was
substantially damaged and the Pilot in Command and the passenger were fatally injured.

The Piper PA-18 airplane, N87568, registered to and operated by the Pilot-in-Command,
Ralph J. Stuhr, departed the housing subdivision's airstrip in North Pole, Alaska, between 2130
and 2145. A flight plan was filed but not activated. The destination was the Tanana Flats.

According to Fairbanks Tower Tapes, N5960H called in and stated he was 5 miles to the
east for landing on the float pond. The tower cleared him for entry into a right base. Shortly
after acknowledging the call, N5960H called and stated he was being pushed up and collided
with another airplane; he was coming apart and going down out of control. The airplane
crashed approximately 10 miles to the east of Fairbanks International Airport.

DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT
N5960H

All flight control surfaces and major components of the airplane were located at the
accident scene except for the floats. The floats were located 1 mile north of the accident site.
The airplane did not burn and was substantially damaged.

N87568

All flight controls and major components with the exception of the outboard 2 feet of the
left wing were found at the accident site. The main wreckage was destroyed by fire and
impact forces.

The floats from N5960H and the outboard 2 feet of the left wing from N87568 were located

approximately 1 mile north of N87568 wreckage site. The floats were 100 yards west of the 2
foot wing section.
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PERSONNEL INFORMATION
N5960H

The Pilot-in-Command of N5960H, was the holder of an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate,
number 317443971, with ratings in airplane single engine and multi engine land. He had
commercial privileges in airplane single engine sea. He held a flight instructor certificate with
airplane single and multi engine, and instrument airplane ratings. He was the holder of a
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Class 2 Medical Certificate, issued on 01/25/93, with a
restriction that required him to wear glasses for near and distant vision. According to
information provided by the FAA, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, he had a total flight time of 6925
hours.

The passenger of N5960H was also a certificated pilot, certificate number 427255340. He
held a Private Pilot Certificate with an airplane single engine land rating only. He was the
holder of a FAA Class 3 Medical Certificate, issued on 03/03/93, with a restriction that required
him to wear corrective lenses and was not valid for night flying or by color signal control. He
was seated in the left seat.

According to the registered airplane owner, the Pilot-in- Command was authorized to use
the airplane and he used it for float plane flight instruction.

N87568

The Pilot-in-Command of N87568 was the holder of a Private Pilot Certificate, number
1729006, with airplane single engine land and sea ratings. He was the holder of a FAA Class 3
Medical Certificate, issued on 09/03/92, with a restriction that required him to wear lenses for
distant vision and possess glasses for near vision. According to information provided by the
FAA the pilot had a total flight time of 1400 hours.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

Visual meteorological conditions prevailed through out the Tanana and Fairbanks area.
According to the Fairbanks International Airport 2058 hourly observation the skies were 7,500
scattered, 8,000 broken and 27,000 overcast. The sun however was low in the sky and near
the horizon. The trajectory of the sun at that time of the year is very shallow and even when
the sky is overcast the sun becomes visible when it is low on the horizon. The sun was visible
below the clouds and above the horizon and was situated in the northwestern sky.

According to an azimuth and elevation computation program from MACSWAIN Enterprises,
V1.1, the sun was 9.5 degrees above the horizon and on a 303.7 degree azimuth.

COMMUNICATIONS
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N5960H contacted Fairbanks Tower at 2134 when he was 8 miles east of the airport. He
stated he was inbound for the float pond and had information "MIKE." He was told to report a
right base for float pond one. According to the Fairbanks Tower Controller at 2153 he heard
N5960H state he hit another aircraft and was about five miles east, out of control, going down.
There was no other call or response from N5960H.

There is no record of any radio contact with N87568.
WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION
N5960H

This airplane wreckage was located at coordinates 64 degrees 42.295' North and 147
degrees 41.199' West. The general elevation of the area varies between 400 to 600 feet above
mean sea level. The area in which the airplane crashed was a small stand of trees surrounded
by swamp and marsh. The airplane was laying on its right side with the nose of the airplane
pointing to 345 degrees magnetic. The right wing was attached to the fuselage and was
crushed by the fuselage. The left wing was attached to the fuselage at the wing roots and was
resting parallel to the airplane's heading and forward of the main wreckage.

Examination of the wreckage showed that no flaps were applied, that the airplane was
equipped with dual controls, the mixture control was full rich, the throttle was full on, and the
primer was locked. All flight control surfaces were located at the scene. The floats were
missing and only the rear vertical float struts were found.

According to the strikes on the surrounding trees, the airplane descended into the stand of
trees moving in an easterly direction of 073 degrees magnetic. According to information
supplied by Fairbanks Tower and the location of the wreckage and the float pond, the
airplane's flight path was generally a west, northwest direction.

There was no fire.
N87568

This airplane was located approximately 1/4 mile north of the wreckage of N5960H, a
magnetic bearing of 356 degrees. The airplane was destroyed by post impact fire and was
resting on its left side in a brush covered area. The nose of the airplane was pointing to a
heading of 110 degrees magnetic. The left wing was destroyed by the fire, however, enough of
the spar was located to show that it came to rest perpendicular to the main fuselage, pointing
in a northerly direction. The right wing was located forward of the nose of the airplane and
nearly parallel to the fuselage. The floats remained attached to the fuselage and were resting
against two trees.

Page 50of 18 ANC93FA114



The flight path of this airplane is not known, however, according to the wife of the Pilot-in-
Command of N87568, he departed North Pole and was destined for the Tanana Flats which
would have required a westerly general direction.

Approximately 1/2 mile further north of the wreckage of N87568, the floats of N5960H were
located. They were resting in a swamp on their left side. They remained attached to each
other only through the water rudder cable system. The left float was positioned ahead of the
left float and was crushed at the bow of the float. The right float had a hole on its right side
approximately 3 feet aft of the bow. The hole started near the middle of the float and angled
forward and downward. There were red paint scuff marks along a linear indentation that
aligned with the long axis of the hole.

Approximately 100 yards east of the floats a section of wing, approximately the outboard 2
feet, was located and the access panel to the remote gyro was labeled N87568. The fabric
covering the section of wing was painted with red diamonds over a white base color.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Autopsies and toxicologies were performed on all occupants. According to the Pathologist,
Roger F. Harding, M.D., Pathologists, Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, 1650 Cowles Street,
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701, the occupants died of multiple trauma received in an aircraft
accident. Toxicology samples for James Stuhr, Racheal Stuhr, and Lee Tomlinson were
negative. However, the toxicology report for Donald Sparks, the Pilot-in-Command of N5960H,
showed positive for ethyl alcohol. The blood sample shoed a level of 0.060 gm/dl and the
urine showed a level of 0.046 gm/dl. According to the Pathologist, he stated that these results
indicate the recent ingestion of a moderate amount of ethyl alcohol.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

According to information provided by the rescue personnel, the individual in the left seat of
N5960H was Lee M. Tomlinson Jr. identified by his driver's license. The Pilot-in-Command
position for this airplane was the left seat. Donald K. Sparks was a Certificated Flight
Instructor and Lee M. Tomlinson Jr. had been taking float flight instruction from Donald K.
Sparks.

The Pilot-in-Command for N87568, a tandem seat airplane, was seated in front seat.

The landing light for N5960H was examined and the filament was intact and unstretched.
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Pilot Information

Certificate:

Airplane Rating(s):

Other Aircraft Rating(s):
Instrument Rating(s):

Instructor Rating(s):

Medical Certification:

Occupational Pilot:

Flight Time:

Airline transport; Commercial;
Flight instructor

Single-engine land; Single-engine
sea; Multi-engine land

None
Airplane

Airplane multi-engine; Airplane
single-engine; Instrument airplane

Class 2 Valid Medical-w/
waivers/lim

Yes

6925 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Aircraft Make:
Model/Series:

Year of Manufacture:
Airworthiness Certificate:
Landing Gear Type:

Date/Type of Last
Inspection:

PIPER
PA-16 PA-16

Normal
Float
April 15,1993 Annual

Time Since Last Inspection:

Airframe Total Time:
ELT:
Registered Owner:

Operator:

2470 Hrs

Installed, not activated
FINKEL, JONATHAN L.
SPARKS, DONALD K

Operator Does Business As:
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Age: 48 Male
Seat Occupied: Right
Restraint Used:

Second Pilot Present: Yes
Toxicology Performed: Yes

Last FAA Medical Exam: January 25, 1993

Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Registration: N5960H
Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Serial Number: 16-584
Seats: 4
Certified Max Gross Wt.: 1650 Ibs

Engines: 1 Reciprocating
Engine Manufacturer: LYCOMING
Engine Model/Series: 0-290-D2

Rated Power: 135 Horsepower

Operating Certificate(s) None

Held:

Operator Designator Code:

ANC93FA114



Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: FAl 434 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 10 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 20:58 Local Direction from Accident Site: 280°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 7500 ft AGL Visibility 40 miles

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 8000 ft AGL Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 4 knots / Turbulence Type /
Forecast/Actual:

Wind Direction: 340° Turbulence Severity /
Forecast/Actual:

Altimeter Setting: 30 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 20°C/7°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Type of Clearance: VFR

Departure Time: 00:00 Local Type of Airspace: Class E

Airport Information

Airport: Runway Surface Type:

Airport Elevation: Runway Surface Condition:

Runway Used: 0 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage:  Substantial

Passenger Aircraft Fire: None

Injuries:

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, 64.899917,-148.160263(est)
Longitude:
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Kobelnyk, George

Additional Participating JOHN GAMBLE; FAIRBANKS |, AK
Persons:

Original Publish Date: January 18, 1995

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class
Note:
Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=2306

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation,
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties ... and are
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB'’s statutory mission to improve
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition,
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.
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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: FAIRBANKS, Alaska Accident Number: ANC93FA114
Date & Time: July 8, 1993, 21:45 Local Registration: N87568
Aircraft: PIPER PA-18 Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis

THE PA-16, N5960H, HAD CONTACTED THE TOWER 5 MI EAST FOR LANDING, AND WAS
CLEARED TO ENTER A RIGHT BASE. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE AIRPLANE CALLED & SAID
HE WAS BEING PUSHED UP AND COLLIDED WITH ANOTHER AIRPLANE. IMPACT MARKS
SHOWED THAT THE LEFT WING OF THE PA-18, N87568, HAD COLLIDED WITH THE RIGHT
FLOAT OF THE PA-16. BOTH AIRPLANES WERE ON A WESTERLY HEADING. AT THE TIME OF
THE COLLISION, THE SUN WAS 9.5 DEG ABOVE THE HORIZON AND ON A 303.7 DEG TRUE
AZIMUTH. THE LEFT WING STRUTS OF BOTH AIRPLANES FAILED, AND BOTH AIRPLANES
DESCENDED OUT OF CONTROL. THE TOXICOLOGICAL SAMPLE FROM THE PILOT-IN-
COMMAND OF THE THE PA-16, N5960H, SHOWED A BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL OF 0.060
GM/DL, AND A URINE ALCOHOL LEVEL OF 0.046 GM/DL.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
FAILURE OF THE PILOTS OF BOTH AIRPLANES TO SEE AND AVOID EACH OTHER, AND THE
ALCOHOL IMPAIRMENT OF THE PILOT-IN-COMMAND OF THE PA-16, N5960H. A FACTOR
WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE ACCIDENT WAS THE SUNGLARE.

Findings

Occurrence #1: MIDAIR COLLISION
Phase of Operation: CRUISE
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Findings
1. (C) VISUAL LOOKOUT - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND

)
C) IMPAIRMENT (ALCOHOL) - PILOT OF OTHER AIRCRAFT
F) LIGHT CONDITION - SUNGLARE

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On July 8, 1993, at 2145 Alaska daylight time, a float equipped Piper PA-16 airplane,
N5960H, registered to Jonathan L. Finkel of Fairbanks, Alaska, and operated by the Pilot in
Command, collided with another airplane, N87568, a Piper PA 18 airplane, while in cruise flight
and preparing to enter a right base for the Float Pond at the Fairbanks International Airport,
Fairbanks, Alaska. The accident occurred 10 miles east of the airport on the 100 degree radial
of the Fairbanks VOR. The personal flight, operating under 14 CFR Part 91, last departed the
Float Pond for a local fishing trip at an unknown location and was returning to the Float Pond.
No flight plan was filed and visual meteorological conditions prevailed. The airplane was
substantially damaged and the Pilot in Command and the passenger were fatally injured.

The Piper PA-18 airplane, N87568, registered to and operated by the Pilot-in-Command,
Ralph J. Stuhr, departed the housing subdivision's airstrip in North Pole, Alaska, between 2130
and 2145. A flight plan was filed but not activated. The destination was the Tanana Flats.

According to Fairbanks Tower Tapes, N5960H called in and stated he was 5 miles to the
east for landing on the float pond. The tower cleared him for entry into a right base. Shortly
after acknowledging the call, N5960H called and stated he was being pushed up and collided
with another airplane; he was coming apart and going down out of control. The airplane
crashed approximately 10 miles to the east of Fairbanks International Airport.

DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT
N5960H

All flight control surfaces and major components of the airplane were located at the
accident scene except for the floats. The floats were located 1 mile north of the accident site.
The airplane did not burn and was substantially damaged.

N87568

All flight controls and major components with the exception of the outboard 2 feet of the
left wing were found at the accident site. The main wreckage was destroyed by fire and
impact forces.

The floats from N5960H and the outboard 2 feet of the left wing from N87568 were located

approximately 1 mile north of N87568 wreckage site. The floats were 100 yards west of the 2
foot wing section.
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PERSONNEL INFORMATION
N5960H

The Pilot-in-Command of N5960H, was the holder of an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate,
number 317443971, with ratings in airplane single engine and multi engine land. He had
commercial privileges in airplane single engine sea. He held a flight instructor certificate with
airplane single and multi engine, and instrument airplane ratings. He was the holder of a
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Class 2 Medical Certificate, issued on 01/25/93, with a
restriction that required him to wear glasses for near and distant vision. According to
information provided by the FAA, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, he had a total flight time of 6925
hours.

The passenger of N5960H was also a certificated pilot, certificate number 427255340. He
held a Private Pilot Certificate with an airplane single engine land rating only. He was the
holder of a FAA Class 3 Medical Certificate, issued on 03/03/93, with a restriction that required
him to wear corrective lenses and was not valid for night flying or by color signal control. He
was seated in the left seat.

According to the registered airplane owner, the Pilot-in- Command was authorized to use
the airplane and he used it for float plane flight instruction.

N87568

The Pilot-in-Command of N87568 was the holder of a Private Pilot Certificate, number
1729006, with airplane single engine land and sea ratings. He was the holder of a FAA Class 3
Medical Certificate, issued on 09/03/92, with a restriction that required him to wear lenses for
distant vision and possess glasses for near vision. According to information provided by the
FAA the pilot had a total flight time of 1400 hours.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

Visual meteorological conditions prevailed through out the Tanana and Fairbanks area.
According to the Fairbanks International Airport 2058 hourly observation the skies were 7,500
scattered, 8,000 broken and 27,000 overcast. The sun however was low in the sky and near
the horizon. The trajectory of the sun at that time of the year is very shallow and even when
the sky is overcast the sun becomes visible when it is low on the horizon. The sun was visible
below the clouds and above the horizon and was situated in the northwestern sky.

According to an azimuth and elevation computation program from MACSWAIN Enterprises,
V1.1, the sun was 9.5 degrees above the horizon and on a 303.7 degree azimuth.

COMMUNICATIONS
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N5960H contacted Fairbanks Tower at 2134 when he was 8 miles east of the airport. He
stated he was inbound for the float pond and had information "MIKE." He was told to report a
right base for float pond one. According to the Fairbanks Tower Controller at 2153 he heard
N5960H state he hit another aircraft and was about five miles east, out of control, going down.
There was no other call or response from N5960H.

There is no record of any radio contact with N87568.
WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION
N5960H

This airplane wreckage was located at coordinates 64 degrees 42.295' North and 147
degrees 41.199' West. The general elevation of the area varies between 400 to 600 feet above
mean sea level. The area in which the airplane crashed was a small stand of trees surrounded
by swamp and marsh. The airplane was laying on its right side with the nose of the airplane
pointing to 345 degrees magnetic. The right wing was attached to the fuselage and was
crushed by the fuselage. The left wing was attached to the fuselage at the wing roots and was
resting parallel to the airplane's heading and forward of the main wreckage.

Examination of the wreckage showed that no flaps were applied, that the airplane was
equipped with dual controls, the mixture control was full rich, the throttle was full on, and the
primer was locked. All flight control surfaces were located at the scene. The floats were
missing and only the rear vertical float struts were found.

According to the strikes on the surrounding trees, the airplane descended into the stand of
trees moving in an easterly direction of 073 degrees magnetic. According to information
supplied by Fairbanks Tower and the location of the wreckage and the float pond, the
airplane's flight path was generally a west, northwest direction.

There was no fire.
N87568

This airplane was located approximately 1/4 mile north of the wreckage of N5960H, a
magnetic bearing of 356 degrees. The airplane was destroyed by post impact fire and was
resting on its left side in a brush covered area. The nose of the airplane was pointing to a
heading of 110 degrees magnetic. The left wing was destroyed by the fire, however, enough of
the spar was located to show that it came to rest perpendicular to the main fuselage, pointing
in a northerly direction. The right wing was located forward of the nose of the airplane and
nearly parallel to the fuselage. The floats remained attached to the fuselage and were resting
against two trees.

Page 14 of 18 ANC93FA114



The flight path of this airplane is not known, however, according to the wife of the Pilot-in-
Command of N87568, he departed North Pole and was destined for the Tanana Flats which
would have required a westerly general direction.

Approximately 1/2 mile further north of the wreckage of N87568, the floats of N5960H were
located. They were resting in a swamp on their left side. They remained attached to each
other only through the water rudder cable system. The left float was positioned ahead of the
left float and was crushed at the bow of the float. The right float had a hole on its right side
approximately 3 feet aft of the bow. The hole started near the middle of the float and angled
forward and downward. There were red paint scuff marks along a linear indentation that
aligned with the long axis of the hole.

Approximately 100 yards east of the floats a section of wing, approximately the outboard 2
feet, was located and the access panel to the remote gyro was labeled N87568. The fabric
covering the section of wing was painted with red diamonds over a white base color.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Autopsies and toxicologies were performed on all occupants. According to the Pathologist,
Roger F. Harding, M.D., Pathologists, Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, 1650 Cowles Street,
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701, the occupants died of multiple trauma received in an aircraft
accident. Toxicology samples for James Stuhr, Racheal Stuhr, and Lee Tomlinson were
negative. However, the toxicology report for Donald Sparks, the Pilot-in-Command of N5960H,
showed positive for ethyl alcohol. The blood sample shoed a level of 0.060 gm/dl and the
urine showed a level of 0.046 gm/dl. According to the Pathologist, he stated that these results
indicate the recent ingestion of a moderate amount of ethyl alcohol.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

According to information provided by the rescue personnel, the individual in the left seat of
N5960H was Lee M. Tomlinson Jr. identified by his driver's license. The Pilot-in-Command
position for this airplane was the left seat. Donald K. Sparks was a Certificated Flight
Instructor and Lee M. Tomlinson Jr. had been taking float flight instruction from Donald K.
Sparks.

The Pilot-in-Command for N87568, a tandem seat airplane, was seated in front seat.

The landing light for N5960H was examined and the filament was intact and unstretched.
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 52,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Single-engine Seat Occupied: Front
sea

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used:

Instrument Rating(s): None Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 3 Valid Medical-w/ Last FAA Medical Exam: September 3, 1992
waivers/lim

Occupational Pilot: UNK Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 1400 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: PIPER Registration: N87568
Model/Series: PA-18 PA-18 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:
Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 18-8116
Landing Gear Type: Float Seats: 2
Date/Type of Last August 29, 1992 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 1750 Ibs
Inspection:
Time Since Last Inspection: Engines: 1 Reciprocating
Airframe Total Time: Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming
ELT: Engine Model/Series: 0-320
Registered Owner: STUHR, RALPH J. Rated Power: 150 Horsepower
Operator: STUHR, RALPH J. Operating Certificate(s) None

Held:
Operator Does Business As: Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site:

Observation Facility, Elevation:

Observation Time:
Lowest Cloud Condition:
Lowest Ceiling:

Wind Speed/Gusts:

Wind Direction:

Altimeter Setting:

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point:
Destination:

Departure Time:

Airport Information

Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day
FAI ,434 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 10 Nautical Miles
20:58 Local Direction from Accident Site: 280°
Scattered / 7500 ft AGL Visibility 40 miles
Broken / 8000 ft AGL Visibility (RVR):
4 knots / Turbulence Type /
Forecast/Actual:
340° Turbulence Severity /
Forecast/Actual:
30 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 20°C/7°C
No Obscuration; No Precipitation
NORTH POLE Type of Flight Plan Filed: VFR
Type of Clearance: None
21:30 Local Type of Airspace: Class E

Airport:

Airport Elevation:

Runway Used: 0
Runway Length/Width:

Runway Surface Type:

Runway Surface Condition:

IFR Approach: None
VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal
Passenger 1 Fatal
Injuries:

Ground Injuries: N/A

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal
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Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Aircraft Fire: On-ground
Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Latitude,
Longitude:

64.899917,-148.160263(est)
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Kobelnyk, George

Additional Participating JOHN GAMBLE; FAIRBANKS |, AK
Persons:

Original Publish Date: January 18, 1995

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class
Note:
Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=2306

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation,
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties ... and are
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB'’s statutory mission to improve
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition,
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/2306/pdf

