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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Prescott, AZ Accident Number: WPR26FAQ097
Date & Time: February 4, 2026, 19:50 Local Registration: N967WM
Aircraft: Socata TB21 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under:  Part 91: General aviation - Personal
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

On February 4, 2026, about 1950 mountain standard time, a Socata TB21, N967WM, was
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Prescott, Arizona. The pilot was fatally
injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal
flight.

ADS-B data captured by the FAA showed that the airplane departed from John Wayne/Orange
County Airport (SNA) Santa Ana, California, in visual meteorological conditions about 1650
Pacific standard time (PST), with a planned destination of Prescott Regional /Ernest Love Field
Airport (PRC) Prescott, Arizona, about 278 nautical miles east of SNA The enroute cruise
altitude was about 11,500 ft mean sea level (msl) and the airplane flew on an easterly heading
for about 2 hours.

Air Traffic Control audio indicated that the pilot contacted the PRC tower controller about 1944
and announced his intention to land. The tower controller instructed the pilot to maintain an
altitude at or above 6,500 ft msl, pass over the airport, and enter the downwind for Runway
21L. The pilot acknowledged the instructions and flew over the airport about 1947. At 1948:06,
the tower controller cancelled the altitude restriction, instructed the pilot to extend the
downwind, and stated he would call the base turn. The pilot acknowledged the controller’s
instructions. About 1948:46, the controller cautioned the pilot about his proximity to the final
approach course with another airplane on final approach, and the pilot acknowledged. While
flying downwind, the pilot continued past the airport, flying over a large area of unlit
pastureland. At 1949:01, the controller cleared the pilot to land on Runway 21L. At this time the
airplane was about 3 nautical miles northeast of PRC and the pilot began the left turn to the
base leg of the airport traffic patttern. ADS-B data indicated that as the airplane turned, it
rapidly descended, losing about 800 ft of altitude and gaining about 58 knots of airspeed in
about 16 seconds. The airplane disappeared from radar at 1950:45. Subsequently, the tower
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attempted to contact the pilot multiple times and requested assistance from other airplanes in
the area in locating the airplane.

The airplane came to rest inverted in upward sloping pasture consisting of grassy vegetation
on a northeasterly heading at an elevation of about 4,900 ft msl. The main wreckage was
located about 3 miles northeast of the approach end of runway 21L near the extended center
line of the runway.

The initial impact point (1IP) was marked by a ground scar that contained fragments from the
left position light. A debris path extended about 440 ft from the IIP on a magnetic heading of
about 287°. All major components of the airplane were located within the debris field. Both
wings had separated from the fuselage and were fragmented along the debris path. The
fuselage and empennage remained attached and came to rest about 360 ft west of the IIP and
the engine was located about 60 ft west of the fuselage.

A ground scar with 5 propeller strike marks was located about 31 ft west of the IIP and was
collocated with the propeller blades and hub. The two propeller blades exhibited chordwise
scratches, nicks, and gouges. One propeller blade displayed S bending and the other propeller
blade was bent outboard.

The airplane was recovered to a secure location for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

[~ = e R e e . ]
Aircraft Make: Socata Registration: N967WM
Model/Series: TB21 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: Cameron English Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: NightDark
Observation Facility, Elevation: PRC,5052 ft msl Observation Time: 19:53 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 4 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 9°C /-9°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots / None, 250°
Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.36 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Santa Ana, CA (SNA) Destination: Prescott, AZ (PRC)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: = 34.701156,-112.37272 (est)

Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Slinker, Stanley

Additional Participating Persons:  Philippe Santoro; Daher Aircraft; Pompano Beach, FL
Mark Platt; Lycoming Engines; Phoenix, AZ
Charles Baxter; FAA; Scottsdale, AZ

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

