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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Gypsum, CO Accident Number: CEN26LA087
Date & Time: January 11, 2026, 14:08 Local Registration: N6725M
Aircraft: Stinson 108-3 Injuries: 1 Minor

Flight Conducted Under:  Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On January 11, 2026, at 1408 mountain standard time, a Stinson 108-3 airplane, N6725M,
sustained substantial damage when it was involved in an accident near Gypsum, Colorado.
The pilot sustained minor injuries. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

According to the pilot, before the flight the airplane’s fuel system contained about 17 gallons
that was evenly distributed between the left and right fuel tanks. He intended to takeoff and
conduct a full stop landing at the unnamed private airstrip before continuing to Mc Elroy
Airfield (20V), Kremling, Colorado.

The pilot reported that the takeoff was to the southeast and he flew a teardrop pattern to
return to land toward the northwest. As he maneuvered the airplane back toward the airstrip,
he selected carburetor heat on, propeller control full forward, and kept the mixture setting
leaned for the high-altitude engine operation. He subsequently turned off the carburetor heat
when the airplane was on final approach and the landing was assured.

The pilot increased the throttle a couple times after the airplane entered an area of sinking air
associated with the canyons beneath the airplane’s flight path. He noted that these throttle
responses were normal. However, during short final approach, about 25 ft above the ground,
the airplane encountered additional sinking air and he “sharply” increased the throttle from
near idle to an intermediate position. According to the pilot, the engine “coughed/sputtered”
after he rapidly increased the throttle.

The pilot reported that due to the low altitude of the airplane and its proximity to the runway, he
continued at a higher-than-normal rate of descent toward the runway. The pilot attempted to
flare the airplane as it approached the runway threshold, but it “pancaked” onto the runway and
slid to a stop in a nose down pitch attitude.
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Based on law enforcement photos, the airplane contacted tree tops and then dispersed broken
tree branches beneath the airplane’s flight path about 30 yards from where the airplane came
to rest on the runway.

The airplane’s welded steel-tube fuselage and engine mount sustained substantial damage
during the hard landing. Both propeller blades exhibited impact-related damage consistent
with propeller rotation at impact.

A review of the airplane’s digital engine monitor data did not reveal any evidence of an engine
malfunction during the 2 minute 36 second flight. However, due to the device’s 6-second
recording interval there was insufficient data to confirm a loss of engine power before the hard
landing and interruption of electrical power.

The airplane wreckage was recovered to a secure storage facility for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Aircraft Make: Stinson Registration: N6725M
Model/Series: 108-3 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KEGE,6497 ft msl Observation Time: 13:56 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 8 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: -2°C/-11°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.62 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Gypsum, CO (20V) Destination: Kremmling, CO (20V)

Wreckage and Impact Information
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Crew Injuries: 1 Minor Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None
Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None
Total Injuries: 1 Minor Latitude, Longitude:  39.725792,-107.05805
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Fox, Andrew
Additional Participating Persons:  Randy Kind; Federal Aviation Administration - Denver FSDO; Denver, CO

Investigation Class: Class 3
Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

