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PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Austin, NV Accident Number: WPR26FAQ19
Date & Time: October 15, 2025, 14:47 Local Registration: CFETM
Aircraft: Beech V35 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On October 15, 2025, about 1447 Pacific daylight time, a Beech V35, C-FETM, was substantially
damaged when it was involved in an accident near Austin, Nevada. The pilot was fatally

injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal
flight.

Preliminary ADS-B data showed that the airplane departed West Kootenay Regional Airport
(YCG), Castlegar, British Columbia, Canada, about 0903, flew southwest, and arrived at Grant
County International Airport (MWH), Moses Lake, Washington, about 1003. The airplane
departed MWH about 1149, flew south/southeast and climbed to an altitude of 9,300 ft mean
sea level (msl). About 1345, the airplane initiated a climb to 12,000 ft msl, then flew between
11,100 ft msl and 12,400 ft msl for the remainder of the flight track data. About 1414, the
airplane turned to the southwest. About 1419, the airplane began a turn toward the southeast
and remained on a southeasterly heading until the end of the flight track data. The data ended
about 7 miles northwest of the accident site and showed the airplane at an altitude of 11,100 ft
msl.

On October 16, 2025, at 1331, an Alert Notice (ALNOT) was issued, following reports from
family members, that the airplane was overdue. The wreckage was subsequently located later
that day by a private citizen who volunteered to search by air, about 16 miles northeast of
Austin, Nevada, at an elevation of 10,195 ft msl.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted mountainous terrain near
the top of Mt. Callaghan, on the western slope of the mountain near the peak. The debris field
was about 992 ft in length and was oriented on a magnetic heading of 147° from the first
identified point of contact (FIPC) to the main wreckage, and a magnetic heading of 172° from
the main wreckage to the end of the debris field. The main wreckage was located about 574 ft
from the FIPC and came to rest inverted on a magnetic heading of about 270°, on the eastern
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slope of the mountain. All major structural components of the airplane were observed
throughout the debris field. (See figure 1.)
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Figure 1. Debris field at accident site.

The wreckage was recovered to a secure facility for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: CFETM
Model/Series: V35 Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: IMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KTMT,5735 ft msl Observation Time: 14:50 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 18 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 6°C /3°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 2500 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots / None, 270°
Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 3300 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.01 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Moses Lake, WA (MWH) Destination: Tucson, AZ (RYN)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: = 39.705981,-116.95188

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Blocher, Kristyn
Additional Participating Persons:  Robert Tedder; Federal Aviation Admnistration; Reno, NV
Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

