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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Elgin, IL Accident Number: CEN25LA309

Date & Time: August 6, 2025, 19:25 Local Registration: N595BS

Aircraft: Vans RV4 Injuries: 2 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On August 6, 2025, about 1925 central daylight time, a Vans RV4 airplane, N595BS, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Elgin, Illinois. The pilot and 
passenger were not injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 91 as a personal flight.

The pilot reported that during cruise flight at 1,000 ft above ground level, he noticed an 
increase in electrical voltage. He turned the airplane toward the departure airport and noted the 
voltage indicated 20 volts before the entire instrument panel lost power, and then the engine 
lost power. He also noticed a small smoke plume from behind the instrument panel. The pilot 
made a forced landing to a golf course during which the airplane sustained substantial 
damage to the fuselage and engine mount.

The engine was equipped with two E-Mag electronic ignition systems. Both magnetos were 
retained for further examination. 

Devices capable of recording data were sent to the NTSB Vehicle Recorders Laboratory for 
further analysis.

The airplane was retained for further examination. 
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Vans Registration: N595BS

Model/Series: RV4 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light:

Observation Facility, Elevation: KDPA,749 ft msl Observation Time: 18:52 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 8 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 27°C /19°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 5500 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots /  None, 190°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.17 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Dupage, IL (DPA) Destination: Huntley, IL (82IS) 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 None Latitude, Longitude: 42.016955,-88.307961 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Rutt, Brian

Additional Participating Persons: Victor Liberatore; FAA - Chicago FSDO

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

