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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: New Port Richey, FL Accident Number: ERA25LA273

Date & Time: June 9, 2025, 06:00 Local Registration: N9166Z

Aircraft: Mooney M20R Injuries: 1 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On June 9, 2025, about 0600 eastern daylight time, a Mooney, M20R airplane, N9166Z, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near New Port Richey, Florida.  The 
commercial pilot was not injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The pilot reported that he departed Inverness Airport (INF), Inverness, Florida and flew for 
about 15 minutes to Hidden Lake Airport (FA40), New Port Richey, Florida where he intended to 
land. During the landing flare to runway 5, a 4,425-ft-long runway, the airplane floated; the pilot 
reported that he was uncomfortable trying to land on the remaining runway, so he executed a 
go-around, by adding full power and setting the flaps for climb. During the maneuver, at about 
50 ft. the engine immediately stopped producing power. There was no hesitation or “engine 
cough” that preceded the loss of power. Too low to fully troubleshoot, the pilot switched fuel 
tanks, but it did not restore power and the airplane began to descend.

The airplane descended into the runway overrun area and impacted brush and muddy terrain 
before coming to rest upright. A Federal Aviation Administration inspector examined the 
airplane after recovery and confirmed substantial damage to the wings and fuselage. The right 
wing sustained damage to the wing spar and there were multiple buckles and dents 
throughout the fuselage. 

According to the pilot, he should have had at least 17 gallons remaining in the fuel tanks at the 
time of the accident, based on his fuel consumption and the airplane’s most recent fueling that 
occurred on June 1, 2025. In addition, he reported that neither low fuel quantity warning lights 
illuminated during the flight. 

The pilot called to report the accident on July 19, 2025, 40 days after its occurrence. The 
airplane was retained for further examination. 
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Mooney Registration: N9166Z

Model/Series: M20R Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: DLH PILOT Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: BKV,65 ft msl Observation Time: 05:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 22°C /22°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:    

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.99 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Inverness, FL (INF) Destination: New Port Richey, FL 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 None Latitude, Longitude: 28.283083,-82.6407 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Mccarter, Lawrence

Additional Participating Persons: Christopher L. Oaks; FAA/FSDO; Tampa, FL

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

