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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Midvale, OH Accident Number: ERA25FA163
Date & Time: April 1,2025, 17:04 Local Registration: N8242Q
Aircraft: Cessna 310Q Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On April 1, 2025, about 1704 eastern daylight time, a Cessna 310Q, N8242Q, was substantially
damaged when it was involved in an accident near Midvale, Ohio. The pilot was fatally injured.
The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The pilot’'s family members stated that he had been practicing “360° maneuvers.” Preliminary
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) data showed that the airplane departed
about 1640 from Harry Clever Field Airport (PHD), New Philadelphia, Ohio, and made a series
of 360° turns southeast of the airport (see figure. 1).

Two pilots performing an instructional flight in the airport’s traffic pattern reported that the
pilot of N8242Q announced over the Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF), that he was
on a 5-mile final approach leg of the traffic pattern for runway 33. When the airplane was on
about a 2-mile final approach, the pilot announced that he was breaking off the approach to
the east. The instructional flight flew an extended left downwind leg of the traffic pattern to
allow time for N8242Q to reenter the final approach leg, then reentered the downwind leg.
Shortly after, the pilot of N8242Q announced that he was performing a “360" to enter the final
approach. The pilots observed N8242Q in a nose down attitude spinning toward the ground.
They further stated that there were no emergency or distress calls announced over the CTAF
prior to the accident.

A witness located near the accident site reported that he observed a twin engine airplane in a
steep bank right turn followed by a spiraling nosedive as it descended to the ground.
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Figure 1. ADS-B Flight Track

The airplane’s main wreckage was located in a cultivated field about 3.6 miles southeast of
PHD. Postaccident examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted the
terrain in a nose low attitude and came to rest on a southwest heading. The fuselage and both
wings were mostly consumed by a postimpact fire. All major structural components of the
airplane were located at the accident site. Flight control continuity was established from the
cockpit to all flight control surfaces. The left and right engines remained attached to their
engine mounts and exhibited impact and thermal damage. Crankshaft continuity was
established to the rear gears of both engines via hand rotation of their attached propellers.
Impact damage was noted to the aluminum three-bladed propellers. Leading-edge damage
and chord-wise abrasion was noted to the propeller blades, and the propeller spinners
exhibited torsional deformation.

The wreckage was retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N8242Q
Model/Series: 310Q Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Operator: Birds Eye View Inc Operating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: PHD,891 ft msl Observation Time: 16:53 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 3 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 9°C /-3°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 4 knots / None, 260°
Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.15 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Midvale, OH (PHD) Destination: Midvale, OH (PHD)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  40.425608,-81.372338 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Galbraith, Damian

Additional Participating Persons:  Tomash Bokotey; FAA/FSDO; North Olmsted, OH
Paul Beavers; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
J; Ferrell; Mobile, AL

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

