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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Seguin, TX Accident Number: CEN25LA043
Date & Time: November 17,2024, 14:15 Local Registration: N52B
Aircraft: Pitts S1E Injuries: 1T None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On November 17, 2024, about 1415 central standard time, a Pitts Special S-1E airplane, N52B,
was substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Seguin, Texas. The pilot
was not injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91
personal flight.

According to the pilot, he was practicing the International Aerobatic Club Advanced Free
Sequence maneuver nine, which consists of a left 1 and % rotation snap roll to inverted flight
followed by a reverse direction % loop downward, when he felt the left rudder lose tension, go
to the firewall, and lost rudder control. The airplane ceased the snap roll and entered an
inverted spiraling descent. He regained control using aileron and elevator and stabilized the
airplane in upright flight. He then found that while he had right rudder control, he was unable to
center the rudder due to the unresponsive left rudder pedal.

The pilot returned to Zuehl Airport (1TE4) but was unable to control the airplane’s lateral
alignment with the runway until he found the broken left rudder cable and was able to
manipulate the rudder flight control surface by grabbing the cable and centering the rudder.
During the landing roll, the airplane veered to the right and the pilot attempted to correct with
left rudder but was unable to overcome the friction of the tailwheel. The airplane ground
looped, nosed over, and came to rest inverted which resulted in substantial damage to the
vertical stabilizer, lower left wing, and upper wings.

Postaccident examination by the pilot revealed that the left rudder cable had separated at the
attachment linkage to the left rudder pedal (See figure 1).
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Figure 1. Broken Left Rudder Cable

Additionally, according to the pilot the right rudder cable attachment loop showed evidence of
frayed wires with possible corrosion of the thimble (see figure 2).

Figure 2. Right Rudder Cable Attachment

The airplane was retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Pitts Registration: N52B

Model/Series: S1E Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: On file Opﬁ;ating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KRND,762 ft msl Observation Time: 13:55 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 6 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 30°C /18°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 4500 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 15 knots / None, 160°
Lowest Ceiling: Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.75 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Marion, TX (1TE4) Destination: Marion, TX (1TE4)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 None Latitude, Longitude: 29.495496,-98.158787

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Finne, Andrew

Additional Participating Persons:  Wood, Keenon; FAA-FSDO; San Antonio, TX

Investigation Class: Class 3
Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

