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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Altoona, PA Accident Number: ERA25LA030
Date & Time: October 17,2024, 15:15 Local Registration: N511JG
Aircraft: Zenith Zodiac 601 HDS Injuries: 1T None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On October 17, 2024, at 1515 eastern daylight time, an experimental, amateur-built Zenith
Zodiac 601HDS airplane, N511JG, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an
accident near Altoona, Pennsylvania. The private pilot was not injured. The airplane was

operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91personal flight.

The private pilot reported that that there were no irregularities noted with the airplane during
the preflight inspection, engine runup or taxi prior to departing from runway 3 at Altoona/Blair
County Airport (AOO), Altoona, Pennsylvania. The pilot intended to remain in the airport traffic
pattern; however, during the initial climb, when the airplane was climbing through 300 ft above
ground level, the engine started to “misfire” then immediately stopped producing power. The
airplane was still over the runway, and the pilot pushed the nose over and attempted a forced
landing on the remaining runway. The airplane landed hard, the landing gear collapsed, and the
fuselage and left wing were buckled.

Initial examination of the airplane by a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) inspector
revealed there were about 10 gallons of fuel on board. There was no rotational damage to the
propeller and the engine was intact. Engine crankshaft and valvetrain continuity was
established and compression was attained on each cylinder. Both magnetos produced spark
at each of the posts. A subsequent examination of the fuel system revealed that the fuel
gascolator exhibited features consistent with a fuel leak and that the gascolator gasket was
stiff and cracked.

The airplane was retained for additional examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Zenith Zodiac Registration: N511JG

Model/Series: 601 HDS Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: GOSSELIN MARK J Opﬁ;ating Certificate(s) None
Held:

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: A0O0,1465 ft msl Observation Time: 14:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 16°C /-1°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 8 knots / 17 knots, 360°
Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.26 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Altoona, PA Destination: Altoona, PA

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 None Latitude, Longitude:  40.296361,-78.320028

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Mccarter, Lawrence

Additional Participating Persons:  Tyler Roche; FAA FSDO; Pittsburgh, PA

Investigation Class: Class 3
Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

