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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Rockmart, GA Accident Number: ERA24FA365

Date & Time: September 4, 2024, 11:21 Local Registration: N9659L

Aircraft: GRUMMAN AMERICAN AVN. 
CORP. AA-5 Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Instructional

On September 4, 2024, about 1121 eastern daylight time, a Grumman American Aviation 
Corporation AA-5 airplane, N9659L, was substantially damaged when it was involved in an 
accident near Rockmart, Georgia. The flight instructor and a student pilot were fatally injured. 
The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 instructional flight.

Initial Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) track data revealed that the 
airplane departed runway 13 at Paulding Northwest Atlanta Airport (PUJ), Dallas, Georgia 
about 1033. The airplane proceeded to the west, and remained within 15 nm of PUJ. Track 
data indicated maneuvering flight between 2,500 ft and 4,000 ft msl, consistent with a private 
pilot training profile. About 1116, the airplane turned to and maintained a northeasterly heading 
for about 4 minutes, followed by a turn to the east, then to the north. The last recorded ADS-B 
data showed a gradual left turn about 150 ft above the ground. The last recorded ground track 
location was about 250 ft east-southeast of the accident site.

The airplane crashed in a wooded area adjacent to a two-lane road and there were no known 
witnesses. The wreckage came to rest in a steep, nose low attitude on a heading of 270°. 
There was no fire. All components of the airplane were located within the wreckage debris 
field.

The pilots were not in communication with air traffic control at the time of the accident, and 
there were no known distress calls received from the airplane.

The wreckage was retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: GRUMMAN AMERICAN 
AVN. CORP.

Registration: N9659L

Model/Series: AA-5 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: Flying Tigers Flight School Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KPUJ,1290 ft msl Observation Time: 11:15 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 5 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 22°C /11°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 12 knots /  18 knots, 120°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.31 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: NONE

Departure Point: Dallas, GA (PUJ) Destination: Dallas, GA (PUJ) 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 33.93,-85.04139 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Hicks, Ralph

Additional Participating Persons: Steven Johnson; FAA FSDO; Atlanta, GA
James Childers; Lycoming Engines; Williamsport, PA

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

