
Page 1 of 2 ERA24FA209

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Palmyra, VA Accident Number: ERA24FA209

Date & Time: May 5, 2024, 08:54 Local Registration: N690BM

Aircraft: ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL 690A Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On May 5, 2024, about 0854 eastern daylight time, a Rockwell International 690A, N690BM, 
was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Palmyra, Virginia. The pilot and 
passenger were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

According to preliminary air traffic control information obtained from the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the airplane was in cruise flight at 20,000 ft when it reversed course. The 
controller queried the pilot, who replied “We have lost…We need to climb.” When the controller 
asked the pilot “what is your issue?”, the pilot responded, “we have lost autopilot.” There were 
no further communications from the airplane. 

A witness stated he was inside his house when he heard what sounded like thunder. When the 
noise became louder, he went outside, looked up and saw an airplane flying “on its left side 
and on fire in the middle of the airplane.” The airplane impacted trees and the ground across 
the street from his house.

The accident site was in a wooded area and the wreckage path was scattered over 3-1/2 
miles. The airplane was heavily fragmented and scattered along the debris path on a course of 
180° magnetic. The left wing, left engine, left propeller and empennage were heavily burnt and 
located at the main wreckage site, which came to rest inverted and on a heading of 310°. The 
right wing was separated at the wing root and was located about 1/4-mile north of the main 
wreckage. The right wing was fire damaged. The right engine and right propeller were not 
located. The vertical, and horizontal stabilizers were located about 3/4-mile north of the main 
wreckage. 

Preliminary weather observations from satellite imagery depicted cloudy conditions across the 
accident region from the surface to above 30,000 ft. Weather data also identified the potential 
for rime and mixed icing from 12,000 ft to 25,000 ft. 
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The wreckage was retained for further examination. 

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: ROCKWELL 
INTERNATIONAL

Registration: N690BM

Model/Series: 690A NO SERIES Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: COMMANDER 690 BM LLC Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: IMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: CHO,644 ft msl Observation Time: 08:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 20 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 13°C /11°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 300 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  / , 

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 900 ft AGL Visibility: 2 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.15 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Manassas, VA (HEF) Destination: Georgetown, SC (GGE)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: In-flight

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 37.859827,-78.229488 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Boggs, Daniel

Additional Participating Persons: Steve Harness; FAA; Richmond, VA
Camp Morton; Honeywell; Pheniox , AZ

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

