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Aviation Investigation Final Report 

 
 

Location: Clay, Kentucky Accident Number: ERA24LA134 

Date & Time: March 8, 2024, 23:10 Local  Registration: N1703Q 

Aircraft: Cessna 150 Aircraft Damage: Substantial 

Defining Event: VFR encounter with IMC Injuries: 1 Serious 

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal 

Analysis  

 
The pilot consumed alcohol and attempted a visual flight rules (VFR) cross-country flight over 
mountainous terrain in night instrument meteorological conditions. During the flight, the 
airplane had climbed to approximately 1,400 ft above ground level (agl), but the pilot 
experienced increasing rain intensity and decreasing ceiling heights. He repeatedly descended 
the airplane to remain below cloud layers and was at an altitude of about 300 ft agl when the 
airplane collided with trees about 5 miles from his intended diversionary airport. The pilot 
reported that there were no preimpact mechanical malfunctions with the airplane. 
 
The FAA Forensic Sciences laboratory performed toxicological testing of specimens from the 
pilot collected by hospital personnel about 11.5 hours after the accident. Ethanol was detected 
in blood and serum at levels consistent with a blood alcohol level of 0.23 g/dL at the time of 
the accident, well above what FAA regulations permit. 

 

Probable Cause and Findings 

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be: 
 

The pilot’s decision to attempt a VFR flight in instrument meteorological conditions, which 
resulted in controlled flight into terrain. Contributing to the accident was the pilot’s impairment 
due to alcohol consumption. 
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Findings 

Personnel issues Decision making/judgment - Pilot 

Personnel issues Alcohol - Pilot 

Environmental issues Low ceiling - Decision related to condition 
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Factual Information 

 

History of Flight 

Enroute VFR encounter with IMC (Defining event) 

Enroute Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT) 

 
 
 
On March 8, 2024, at 2310 central standard time, a Cessna 150L airplane, N1703Q, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Clay, Kentucky. The 
commercial pilot/flight instructor was seriously injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 
14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight. 
 
The pilot owned the airplane and based it at Owensboro Regional Airport (OWB), Owensboro, 
Kentucky. Due to his injuries, the pilot was unable to initially provide a full statement. 
According to information from the FAA, the airplane departed OWB at 2235 for an unknown 
destination. 
 
According to a Union County Sheriff report, their dispatch received an automatic notification 
about 2315 from a mobile telephone stating that the telephone had been involved in an 
accident and providing an address. Law enforcement, fire, rescue, and emergency 
management responded to the address and the resident there reported that she thought she 
heard what sounded like an airplane accident. The emergency responders searched the area 
for about 2 hours at night in heavy rain and did not see any sign of a motor vehicle or airplane 
accident. An officer responded to the address again during daylight hours and located the 
wreckage in a wooded area, about 300 yards from the provided address. The officer found the 
pilot and asked him what had happened. The pilot replied that “…he didn’t think he was that 
low.” He was subsequently transported by medical helicopter to a hospital. 
 
An FAA inspector examined the accident site and observed the wreckage inverted and oriented 
west. The wing fuel tanks were breached during impact. One propeller blade remained 
undamaged, and the other was bent at the tip. The transponder was found in the off position. 
The inspector recovered six unopened and one open alcoholic beverage cans from the 
wreckage. The inspector added that the seats were not equipped with shoulder harnesses. 
 
A Sentry ADS-B/GPS unit was recovered from the wreckage and forwarded to the NTSB 
Vehicle Recorders Laboratory, Washington, DC. Data were successfully downloaded and 
plotted. Review of the plots revealed that the flight proceeded toward Sturgis Municipal Airport 
(TWT), Sturgis, Kentucky, on a non-linear course, varying between altitudes of 300 ft and 1,400 
ft agl. During the last 1 minute of flight, the airplane descended to and maintained about 300 ft 
agl before colliding with trees. 
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The wreckage was located about 5 miles east of TWT. The reported weather at TWT, at 2315, 
included calm wind, visibility of 5 miles in rain, a broken ceiling at 700 ft, and an overcast 
ceiling at 1,300 ft. 
 
The FAA Forensic Sciences laboratory performed toxicological testing of hospital specimens 
from the pilot. The specimens had been collected by hospital personnel about 11.5 hours after 
the accident. Ethanol was detected in blood and serum at levels consistent with a blood 
alcohol level of 0.23 g/dL at the time of the accident. FAA regulation imposes strict limits on 
flying after consuming ethanol, including prohibiting pilots from flying with a blood ethanol 
level of 0.04 g/dL or greater. 
 
Although the pilot could not provide an initial statement due to his injuries, he made himself 
available for an interview with FAA inspectors about 2 months after the accident. During that 
meeting, the pilot confirmed that he had consumed alcohol before the flight. He had an 
argument with his wife about his consumption of alcohol and left his home. His intention was 
to fly to Madisonville Regional Airport (2I0), Madisonville, Kentucky, to check the weather, then 
fly on to the Florida panhandle for an overnight trip. Along his route, rain intensity increased 
and the cloud ceiling height decreased. He recalled continually descending to remain below 
clouds but impacted terrain while trying to divert to TWT. The pilot reported that there were no 
preimpact mechanical malfunctions with the airplane. 
 

 
 

Pilot Information  

Certificate:  Commercial Age: 33,Male 

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine sea Seat Occupied: Left 

Other Aircraft Rating(s):  None Restraint Used:  Lap only 

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No 

Instructor Rating(s):  Airplane single-engine Toxicology Performed:  Yes 

Medical Certification: Class 1 None Last FAA Medical Exam: November 19, 2021 

Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent: May 29, 2023 

Flight Time: 746 hours (Total, all aircraft) 
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information  

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N1703Q 

Model/Series: 150 L Aircraft Category: Airplane 

Year of Manufacture: 1971 Amateur Built:  

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 15073003 

Landing Gear Type:  Tricycle Seats:  2 

Date/Type of Last Inspection: May 3, 2023 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 1600 lbs 

Time Since Last Inspection:  Engines: 1 Reciprocating 

Airframe Total Time: 7204 Hrs as of last 
inspection 

Engine Manufacturer: Continental 

ELT: C91 installed, not activated Engine Model/Series: O-200 

Registered Owner: On file Rated Power: 100 Horsepower 

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held: 

None 

 

 

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan 

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument (IMC) Condition of Light: Night/dark 

Observation Facility, Elevation: TWT,407 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 5 Nautical Miles 

Observation Time: 23:15 Local Direction from Accident Site: 240° 

Lowest Cloud Condition:  Visibility 5 miles 

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 700 ft AGL Visibility (RVR):  

Wind Speed/Gusts:   /  Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual: 

None / None 

Wind Direction:  Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual: 

N/A / N/A 

Altimeter Setting: 29.83 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 13°C / 12°C 

Precipitation and Obscuration: Moderate - None - Rain 

Departure Point:  Owensboro, KY (OWB) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None 

Destination:  Madisonville, KY (2I0) Type of Clearance: None 

Departure Time: 22:35 Local Type of Airspace:  Class G 
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Wreckage and Impact Information  

Crew Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial 

Passenger Injuries:  Aircraft Fire: None 

Ground Injuries:  Aircraft Explosion: None 

Total Injuries: 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 37.552592,-87.845745 
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Administrative Information 

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Gretz, Robert   

Additional Participating 
Persons: 

Danny Gregory; FAA/FSDO; Louisville, KY 

Original Publish Date: March 12, 2026 

Last Revision Date:  

Investigation Class: Class 3 

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident. 

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=193903 

 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/193903/pdf

