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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Spanish Fork, UT Accident Number: WPR24LA088

Date & Time: February 10, 2024, 14:30 Local Registration: N989SR

Aircraft: Piper PA-32R-301T Injuries: 2 Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On February 10, 2024, about 1430 mountain standard time, a Piper PA-32R-301T, N989SR, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Spanish Fork, Utah. The pilot 
and passenger sustained minor injuries. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The pilot reported that while in the airport’s traffic pattern for runway 30, Spanish Fork 
Municipal Airport (SPK), Spanish Fork, Utah, he conducted the before landing checklist, 
switched fuel tanks, and turned on the electric fuel pump. While on the left downwind leg for 
runway 30, he conducted the landing check list and switched to the fullest fuel tank. While 
abeam the runway threshold, the engine experienced a partial loss of engine power. The pilot 
attempted to troubleshoot by switching the fuel selector lever to the opposite fuel tank and 
cycled the electric fuel pump off and back on. Despite his attempts to troubleshoot, the engine 
lost all power. 

The pilot turned left toward the runway and transmitted a mayday call on the airport’s common 
traffic advisory frequency (CTAF). He realized that he was unable to make it to the runway and 
initiated a forced landing to an open field. During the landing sequence, the airplane struck 
power lines and subsequently impacted terrain before it came to rest upright.  

Postaccident examination of the airplane revealed that the fuselage and both wings were 
substantially damaged. The wreckage was recovered for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N989SR

Model/Series: PA-32R-301T Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KPVU,4497 ft msl Observation Time: 14:56 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 6 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 1°C /-6°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 4 knots / , 160°

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 4200 ft AGL Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.05 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Spanish Fork, UT Destination: Spanish Fork, UT 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Minor Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Minor Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Minor Latitude, Longitude: 40.133999,-111.6542 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Gutierrez, Eric

Additional Participating Persons: Andy Grover ; FAA; Salt Lake City, UT

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

