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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Concord, CA Accident Number: WPR24FA080

Date & Time: January 30, 2024, 10:29 Local Registration: N30AK

Aircraft: SWANSON R/SWANSON S RV-6 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On January 30, 2024, at 1029 Pacific standard time, an experimental amateur-built Vans RV-6, N30AK, 
was substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Concord, California. The pilot was 
fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal 
flight. 

A review of preliminary Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast (ADS-B) data provided by the 
Federal Aviation Administration disclosed that the pilot departed from runway 19L at Buchanan Field 
Airport (CCR), Concord, California, at 1019. The data showed that the airplane remained within the 
airport traffic patten for a series of five touch-and-go take-offs and landings. During the sixth take-off, 
the airplane climbed to approximately 300 ft mean sea level (msl) and began a descending left turn 
(see Figure 1). The last ADS-B target was at 1028:06, about 100 ft east of the main wreckage.

A review of security camera footage revealed that after the final take-off, the airplane entered a near-
vertical nose-down descent. Numerous witnesses reported that they observed the airplane climbing 
and then heard the engine suddenly quit. The engine sound momentarily resumed, and the airplane 
started a brief climb. Seconds later, the engine noise stopped again, and the airplane banked left. As 
the airplane descended, the left bank increased. 
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Figure 1: ADS-B data with a composite image from a security camera recording.
(Video courtesy of Contra Costa County Concord Airport Authority)

The accident site was located at the intersection of two streets about 1,830 ft from the departure end 
of runway 19L. The airplane came to rest upright on a magnetic heading of 270° and all major 
components of the airplane remained within about 72 ft of the main wreckage. About 4 ft south of the 
main wreckage there was a crater in the pavement, about 1 ft in diameter, which and contained pieces 
of the propeller spinner. The engine was displaced to the left and compressed aft into the fuselage. The 
leading edges of both wings were crushed aft throughout their span. Both the left and right fuel tanks 
exhibited signatures consistent with hydro deformation and were breeched. The empennage was intact 
and undamaged. 

The wreckage was recovered to a secure location for further examination. 

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: SWANSON R/SWANSON S Registration: N30AK

Model/Series: RV-6 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KCCR,39 ft msl Observation Time: 10:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 1 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 17°C /11°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:    

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.04 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Concord, CA Destination: Concord, CA 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 37.977824,-122.06119 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Johnson, Scott

Additional Participating Persons: Justin Horn; Federal Aviation Administration; Oakland, CA
Mark Platt; Lycoming; Williamsport, PA

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

