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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Londonderry, NH Accident Number: ERA24FA097

Date & Time: January 26, 2024, 07:26 Local Registration: N53RP

Aircraft: Beech C99 Injuries: 1 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air taxi & commuter - Non-scheduled

On January 26, 2024, about 0726 eastern standard time, a Beech C99, N53RP, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Londonderry, New Hampshire. 
The commercial pilot was seriously injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 135 on-demand cargo flight.

According to preliminary information from Federal Aviation Administration air traffic control 
(ATC), the airplane departed Manchester Boston Regional Airport (MHT), Manchester, New 
Hampshire, at 0710, destined for Presque Isle International Airport (PQI), Presque Isle, Maine. 
Immediately after takeoff, the airplane broadcast an emergency transponder code. The 
airplane then flew erratically for 16 minutes while the ATC controller attempted to establish 
radio contact, before it collided with wooded terrain about 5 miles south of MHT. 

A debris path was observed, beginning with a damaged fiber optic line about 75 ft high. The 
debris path extended on a magnetic course of 140° for about 200 ft through wooded terrain. 
The right aileron was found near the beginning of the debris path, suspended in a tree. The 
wreckage came to rest upright and oriented south at the end of the debris path. 

The airplane’s left side (pilot side) cockpit door/hatch was subsequently located in a 
residential yard about 10 miles north of the main wreckage. Additionally, the airplane was 
equipped with a portable ladder for pilot entry, which secured to the fuselage under the cockpit 
door/hatch and was supposed to be stowed inside the cockpit before takeoff. The portable 
ladder was found outside and aft of the cockpit, resting against the left engine nacelle. 

The wreckage was retained for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N53RP

Model/Series: C99 NO SERIES Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: Wiggins Airways Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

On-demand air taxi (135)

Operator Designator Code: AXSA

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: MHT,266 ft msl Observation Time: 07:48 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 5 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 2°C /0°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 4 knots / , 360°

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 1000 ft AGL Visibility: 3 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.2 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Manchester, NH (MHT) Destination: Presque Isle, ME (PQI) 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 42.85405,-71.415783 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Gretz, Robert

Additional Participating Persons: Matthew Hall; FAA/FSDO; Portland, ME
Ernest Hall; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
Laurence Schaedel; Wiggins Airways; Manchester, NH

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

