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RAILROAD PIPELINE

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Half Moon Bay, CA Accident Number: WPR24FAQ73
Date & Time: January 14, 2024, 19:05 Local Registration: N656TE
Aircraft: OSTROTH THANE L COZY MK IV Injuries: 4 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On January 14, 2024, about 1905 Pacific standard time, an experimental amateur-built Cozy
MK IV, N656TE, was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Half Moon Bay,
California. The pilot and 2 passengers were fatally injured, and 1 passenger is missing and
presumed to be fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

Multiple witnesses in the area reported hearing the airplane flying near their location. One
witness reported that while dining outside, north of the Half Moon Bay Airport (HAF), they
heard the airplane, and saw it shortly after. The witness said that the sound of the engine was
similar to the sound of coughing, and that the airplane appeared to increase in speed, while it
was “dipping and turning.” The witness stated that the engine “cut out” and the airplane
appeared to have banked toward the shoreline. Shortly thereafter they lost visual sight of the
airplane’s lights.

Review of preliminary Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) derived data
provided by commercially available source, showed that the airplane departed runway 30 at
HAF and enter a left turn just beyond the departure end of the runway. The ADS-B data showed
that the airplane had ascended to a maximum altitude of 250 ft mean sea level, with
groundspeeds fluctuating between 91 and 87 knots. The last recorded data point was
recorded about 4,900 ft north of where wreckage was observed floating in the Pacific Ocean.
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i 1904:29 PST: 250 ft ms!

1904:42 PST: 250 ft msl

1904:50 PST: 250 ft msl

Figure 1: ADS-B Flight Overlay with Wreckage Locations

Sections of wreckage, to include fragments of fiberglass, the center fuselage, canopy, engine,
and propeller washed on shore about 2,130 ft west of HAF. The wreckage was recovered to a
secure location for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: OSTROTH THANE L Registration: N656TE

Model/Series: COZY MK IV Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: On file gprdrating Certificate(s) None
eld:

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Conditions at Accident Site: IMC Condition of Light: Night

Observation Facility, Elevation: KHAF,66 ft msl Observation Time: 19:04 Local
Distance from Accident Site: 1 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 9°C /9°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots / None, 20°
Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 300 ft AGL Visibility: 5 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.11 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Half Moon Bay, CA Destination: Hayward, CA

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 3 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 4 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  37.501833,-122.5105 (est)

Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Cawthra, Joshua
Additional Participating Persons: Matt Deseelhorst; FAA; Oakland, CA
Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

