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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: Orangeville, Utah Accident Number: WPR24FA024
Date & Time: October 27,2023, 13:45 Local Registration: N915DV
Aircraft: Cessna T206H Aircraft Damage: Substantial
Defining Event: Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)  Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis

After departing, the airplane climbed to about 8,800 ft on a southwest course and remained at
that altitude and on that heading until impacting terrain. No meteorological conditions were
present that would have affected the pilot’s visibility on the visual flight rules flight.

Although examination of the wreckage did not reveal evidence of pre-impact mechanical
malfunctions or failures that would have precluded normal operation, flight control continuity
could not be fully confirmed due to extensive impact and fire damage. There was no evidence
of an in-flight bird strike. Additionally, due to the extent of the pilot’s injuries, evaluation of his
autopsy for evidence of medical factors that may have affected his ability to operate the
airplane was limited. The toxicological examination revealed that the pilot had used the
medication cetirizine; however, whether the pilot may have been experiencing some
associated mild sedation at the time of the accident could not be determined.

Due to the airplane’s extensive impact and fire damage, and the extent of the pilot’s injuries,
the reason for the airplane’s controlled flight into terrain could not be determined.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:

The pilot's controlled flight into mountainous terrain for reasons that could not be determined.
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Findings
[ AR ]
Personnel issues Lack of action - Unknown/Not determined

Environmental issues Mountainous/hilly terrain - Response/compensation
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Factual Information

History of Flight

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Enroute-cruise Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT) (Defining event)

On October 27, 2023, about 1345 mountain daylight time, a Cessna T206H, N915DV, sustained
substantial damage when it was involved in an accident near Huntington, Utah. The pilot
sustained fatal injuries. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 91 personal flight.

The pilot’'s family member stated that the pilot had traveled earlier in the morning from his
base airport in Craig, Colorado, to Vernal, Utah. After spending about two hours in Vernal, the
pilot departed with a planned destination of Cedar City, Utah.

ADS-B data for the accident flight showed that the airplane departed Vernal to the southwest
about 1300 and then proceeded west to Bottle Hollow Reservoir. Thereafter, about 1310, the
airplane headed on a southwest course and climbed to about 8,300 ft mean sea level (msl). At
1318, the airplane climbed to about 8,800 ft and remained at that altitude and on the heading
until the data ended at 1345. The last data point was adjacent to where the wreckage was
found, near the peak of a hill (see figure 1).
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Figure 1: Flight path
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A Foreflight account associated with the pilot showed that no Flights were created in his
account for the accident date (in order to receive flight briefing, a pilot must create a flight and
enter the departure and destination airports). However, multiple Routes were entered on the
day of the accident between Twin Falls, Idaho (KTWF), Craig, Colorado (KCAG), and Vernal,
Utah (KVEL). Planning a Route will generate flight time, fuel calculations, and make available
various weather information (but not a briefing). No weather information was viewed in the
Foreflight app before the flight.

Pilot Information

Certificate: Commercial
Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land
Other Aircraft Rating(s): None

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane
Instructor Rating(s): None

Medical Certification:

Class 2 Without

waivers/limitations

Occupational Pilot: No

Flight Time:

830 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make:
Model/Series:

Year of Manufacture:
Airworthiness Certificate:
Landing Gear Type:

Date/Type of Last
Inspection:

Time Since Last Inspection:
Airframe Total Time:

ELT:

Registered Owner:

Operator:
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Cessna
T206H
2005
Normal
Tricycle

May 8, 2023 Annual

3129 Hrs as of last inspection
Installed, not activated

On file

On file

Age:

Seat Occupied:
Restraint Used:
Second Pilot Present:

Toxicology Performed:

Last FAA Medical Exam:

47 Male
Left

No
Yes

August 22, 2023

Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Registration:
Aircraft Category:
Amateur Built:
Serial Number:

Seats:

Certified Max Gross Wt.:

Engines:

Engine Manufacturer:
Engine Model/Series:
Rated Power:

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

N915DV

Airplane

T20608529
6

1 Reciprocating
Lycoming

TI0-520-AJ1A

None
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KPUC Distance from Accident Site: 23 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 13:53 Local Direction from Accident Site:

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Visibility

Lowest Ceiling: Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 5 knots / None Turbulence Type None / None
Forecast/Actual:

Wind Direction: 150° Turbulence Severity N/A / N/A
Forecast/Actual:

Altimeter Setting: 30.08 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 9°C/-9°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Vernal, UT (VEL) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None
Destination: Cedar Clty, UT (CDC) Type of Clearance: None
Departure Time: 13:00 Local Type of Airspace:

Wreckage and Impact Information
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger N/A Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Injuries:

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, 39.321381,-111.08602(est)
Longitude:

The wreckage examination revealed that the left wing had separated from the fuselage and
was broken into inboard and outboard sections, while the right wing displayed leading-edge
crush and thermal damage near the fuel tank. The fuselage, cockpit, passenger cabin, and
empennage sustained extensive thermal damage, and the cabin structure exhibited significant
crush deformation. Flight control continuity could not be fully confirmed due to impact and fire
damage, but several cable runs showed tensile breaks and recovery cuts. Trim system
components were heavily damaged, though the trim tab was observed in the nose-up position.
The flap actuator measurement indicated the flaps were fully retracted at impact.

The fuel system examination revealed that the left tank was mostly intact but breached and
fire damaged. The fuel selector was found in the BOTH position with its strainer screen free of
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major debris. Both fuel caps were recovered with pliable gaskets. The instrument panel and
flight displays were almost completely consumed by fire, preventing recovery of cockpit
configuration or instrumentation data.

The engine was intact but exhibited extensive impact and thermal damage. The crankcase
displayed multiple fractures, with all six cylinders attached in their respective positions; the
left-side cylinders were severely fragmented. The engine could not be rotated by hand,
precluding compression testing. Mechanical continuity was confirmed visually through
borescope inspection, and both the camshaft and crankshaft assemblies were intact with no
signs of fractures, cracking, or bearing distress. All connecting rods remained securely
attached.

The accessory housing examination showed the crankshaft gear and dowel intact, with idler
gears and oil pump undamaged. The engine-driven fuel, vacuum, and hydraulic pump drives
were secured and undamaged. The left magneto had separated and sustained both impact
and thermal damage, while the right magneto remained attached but was inoperative
consistent with its thermal damage. Several spark plugs were destroyed or unavailable, while
others were intact but exhibited heat-related discoloration. All ignition leads were destroyed.

The exhaust system remained structurally attached, with gases routed through the heat shroud
and turbocharger assembly before exiting through the tailpipe. The turbocharger had
separated due to impact, with compressor wheel damage consistent with rotation at impact.

The fuel system was heavily damaged, with the engine-driven fuel pump and servo diaphragms
destroyed by fire. The throttle and mixture controls remained connected.

The propeller hub was fractured, with a fragment secured to the crankshaft flange. All three
blades had separated and exhibited leading-edge gouging, torsional twisting, chordwise
striations, and S-bending along the trailing edges. These signatures were consistent with the
absorption of significant rotational energy at impact.

There was no evidence of pre-impact mechanical malfunctions or failures, nor was there
evidence of an in-flight impact with wildlife. Samples recovered from the airplane were
examined by specialists from the Smithsonian Institution’s Feather Identification Lab using
DNA and microscopic analysis. None of the samples contained bird material.

Medical and Pathological Information
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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The Utah Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Medical Examiner,
performed the pilot’s autopsy. According to the pilot’s autopsy report the cause of death was
blunt force injuries and the manner of death was accident. Due to the extent of the pilot’s
injuries, his autopsy was limited for evaluation.

Postmortem toxicological testing by the FAA Forensic Sciences Laboratory detected cetirizine
in liver tissue and did not detect cetirizine in muscle tissue. Norchlorcyclizine also was
detected in liver tissue and muscle tissue.
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Keliher, Zoe
Additional Participating Jeff Smith; Federal Aviation Administration; Salt Lake City, UT
Persons: Ryan Roth; Textron Aviation; Witchita, KS
Mark Platt; Lycoming Engines; Williamsport, PA
Original Publish Date: October 22, 2025

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 3
Note:
Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=193322

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation,
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties ... and are
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB'’s statutory mission to improve
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition,
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/193322/pdf

