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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Apache Junction, AZ Accident Number: WPR23FA223

Date & Time: June 10, 2023, 07:51 Local Registration: N759F

Aircraft: COMPAGNIE DAHER TB 30 
EPSILON Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On June 10, 2023, at 0751 mountain standard time, a Compagnie Daher TB-30 Epsilon, N759F, 
was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Apache Junction, Arizona. The pilot 
and passenger were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 91 personal flight.

The accident airplane was flying formation in the no. 2 position with two other TB-30 airplanes, 
N315GC (lead) and N130KL (no. 3). The flight of three airplanes departed Falcon Field Airport 
(FFZ), Mesa, Arizona at 0742 with a planned destination of Payson, Arizona. According to the 
lead pilot, they intended to fly around the Superstition Mountains east of Mesa, prior to flying 
to Payson. 

Several witnesses observed the airplanes flying to the south along the west side of the 
mountains at a low altitude.  They reported that the lead and no. 2 airplanes were close 
together, flying similar profiles, while the no. 3 airplane was further behind. One witness stated 
that the lead airplane crossed a ridgeline in over a 90° bank, and that the second airplane was 
less aggressive than the first, and the third airplane was higher and even less aggressive. No 
witnesses on the ground reported observing the accident. 

The pilot of the no. 3 airplane reported that just prior to the accident, he observed the no. 2 
airplane at his 11 o’clock position headed towards terrain, and that the nose of the airplane 
pitched up and down several times, but the trajectory of the airplane did not appear to change. 
He said the pilot of the no. 2 airplane did not make any radio calls or report any problems prior 
to the accident. He reported the accident to the pilot of the lead airplane, and they returned to 
FFZ.

Recorded Automatic Dependent Surveillance - Broadcast (ADS-B) data was captured for the 
lead and no. 3 airplanes.  The data showed that the flight proceeded eastbound until about 



Page 2 of 3 WPR23FA223

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

0748, when the flight began maneuvering to the northeast, and turned right to southeasterly 
heading, towards the Superstition Mountains.  

Figure 1 –Lead airplane’s flight path (Satellite View).  Arrows depict the direction of flight.

The accident site was not accessible by investigators due to rugged terrain. An aerial 
assessment of the accident site by a National Transportation Safety Board investigator the day 
of the accident revealed that the airplane impacted near vertical terrain about 200-400 ft below 
a ridgeline. The debris field extended about 200 ft downslope from the initial point of impact 
(figure 3).

The wreckage will be examined once it is recovered from the accident site.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: COMPAGNIE DAHER Registration: N759F

Model/Series: TB 30 EPSILON Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KFFZ,1389 ft msl Observation Time: 07:54 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 26°C /-2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  / , 

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.85 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Mesa, AZ (FFZ) Destination: Payson, AZ (PAN)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 33.41882,-111.43533 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Baker, Daniel

Additional Participating Persons: Gary Hendrickson; FAA; Scottsdale, AZ

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

