
Page 1 of 2 WPR23FA173

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Big Bear, CA Accident Number: WPR23FA173

Date & Time: May 1, 2023, 14:02 Local Registration: N2038Y

Aircraft: Beech A36 Injuries: 3 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On May 01, 2023, about 1402 Pacific daylight time, a Beech A36 Bonanza, N2038Y, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Big Bear City, California. The 
pilot and two passengers were fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 91 personal flight.

According to one witness, the purpose of the flight was to conduct an airplane pre-buy 
inspection for one of the passengers, at Big Bear City Airport (L35), Big Bear City, California. 
The pilot occupied the front left seat, one passenger occupied the front right seat, and they 
departed French Valley Airport (F70), Murietta/Temecula, California about 1122 and landed at 
Corona Municipal Airport (AJO), Corona, California about 1136. They onboarded the rear seat 
passenger and departed AJO about 1332 with the intended destination of L35. 

Recorded Common Traffic Advisory Frequency transmissions confirmed the pilot’s position 
report with the intent of landing at L35 on runway 26. A second position report made by the 
pilot indicated that the accident airplane was 3-miles south and entering the downwind leg of 
the airport traffic pattern for a landing on runway 26. According to preliminary Automatic 
Dependent Broadcast-Surveillance (ADS-B) data, 15 seconds before the accident, the airplane’s 
ground speed on the final leg of the airport traffic pattern was 65 knots. According to the 
manufacturer’s pilot operating handbook, the airplane’s stall airspeed is 62 knots. 

The airplane impacted the ground about 1402 in a nose down, right roll on a heading of 310° 
magnetic. The right wing struck the ground forming the initial point of impact, as confirmed by 
ground scars that contained fragments of the green position light lens. The right front cabin 
area impacted terrain and the right front door separated from the fuselage.

The airplane was recovered to a secure facility for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N2038Y

Model/Series: A36 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: SEIBOLD STORMIE CY Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KL35,6749 ft msl Observation Time: 14:15 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 13°C /-11°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots / 19 knots, 220°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.84 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Corona, CA (AJO) Destination: Big Bear, CA 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 3 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 34.263778,-116.85602 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Hicks, Michael

Additional Participating Persons: Gavin McCune; FAA; Riverside, CA
Andrew Hall; Textron Aviation ; Wichita, KS

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

