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Aviation Investigation Final Report

Location: Lubbock, Texas Accident Number: CEN23FA139
Date & Time: March 17,2023, 11:40 Local Registration: N2061K
Aircraft: Beech 58P Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Defining Event: Fuel starvation Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis

The pilot landed at the departure airport and dropped off passengers before the accident flight.
The pilot then left the airplane while it was being fueled and returned after fueling was
completed. The pilot walked around the airplane while talking on a cellular phone, which was
not consistent with a proper preflight inspection of the airplane due to his diverted attention.
After the engines were started, the airplane taxied to the departure runway. A witness stated
that he did not see or hear an engine run-up before takeoff. The witness said the airplane’s
takeoff was normal and later heard an audible change in engine sound after it had become
airborne. Surveillance video recorded the airplane in a nose-down, left bank attitude before
entering a left roll into an inverted attitude and impacting the ground.

Postaccident examination of the airplane revealed that the left cockpit fuel selector was in the
OFF position, which likely led to fuel starvation and a loss of left engine power. Additionally, the
left engine propeller exhibited features of low/no power. The right propeller exhibited features
consistent with higher power and a blade angle near takeoff/climb power. The initial left roll of
the airplane likely resulted from the loss of left engine power. Examination of the engines
revealed no preimpact mechanical malfunctions or failures. Flight control continuity of the
airplane was confirmed and the continued left roll after the loss of left engine power indicated
a loss of control by the pilot.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
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The pilot’s failure to ensure a proper fuel selector position before takeoff, which resulted in a
loss of left engine power due to fuel starvation. Contributing to the accident was the pilot’s
failure to maintain airplane control after the loss of left engine power.

Findings

Personnel issues Preflight inspection - Pilot

Aircraft Fuel selector/shutoff valve - Incorrect use/operation
Personnel issues Aircraft control - Pilot

Aircraft Engine out control - Not attained/maintained
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Factual Information

History of Flight

Prior to flight Aircraft inspection event

Initial climb Fuel starvation (Defining event)
Initial climb Loss of control in flight
Uncontrolled descent Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT)

On March 17, 2023, about 1140 central daylight time, a Beech Baron 58P, N2061K, was
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Lubbock, Texas. The pilot sustained fatal

injuries. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal
flight.

A fixed-base operator (FBO) surveillance video showed that the airplane arrived at the FBO
ramp at Lubbock Executive Airpark (F82), Lubbock, Texas, about 1111. After the airplane came
to a stop on the ramp, the engines were simultaneously shut down. The pilot exited the
airplane, along with two adults and two children. The pilot left the ramp and later returned to
the airplane about 1116 to remove baggage. A fuel truck then pulled up in front of the airplane
to refuel the airplane, and the pilot again left the ramp. About 1123, fueling of the airplane was
completed.

The surveillance video showed the pilot walked out of the FBO building and onto the ramp
toward the airplane about 1127 while holding a cell phone to his ear. He walked clockwise
around the airplane while holding the cell phone, stopped behind the right wing root, then
began walking in a counterclockwise direction. He stopped near the left engine while holding
the cell phone and looking away from the airplane. Then he walked to the right front airplane
door, which he entered about 1130. About 1131, he exited the airplane, stepped down behind
the right wing, then reentered the airplane. About 1132, the left propeller began to rotate,
stopped, then began to rotate again. About 1133, the right propeller began to rotate. About
1135, the airplane taxied on the ramp, and about 1136, the airplane held short of runway 35.
About 1137, the airplane began its takeoff on runway 35.

A witness saw the pilot of the accident airplane walk around the airplane while talking on a cell
phone before the airplane’s engines started. The witness stated that he did not see or hear a
run-up of the airplane’s engines before takeoff. The witness stated that the takeoff seemed like
a normal takeoff. The witness stated that the airplane lifted off about 2,200 ft down the
runway. Shortly after liftoff, and while the airplane was about 20-50 ft above the runway, he
looked away to fill fuel from the fuel truck and then heard an audible change in engine sound.
The witness then looked up at the airplane and saw it in a left bank.
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Another surveillance video recorded the airplane in a nose-down, left bank attitude before
entering a left roll into an inverted attitude and impacting the ground. The airplane was
destroyed by impact forces and a post-crash fire.

Pilot Information
|

Certificate: Private Age: 26,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land; Multi-engine Seat Occupied: Left
land

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Unknown

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 3 Without Last FAA Medical Exam: December 1, 2022
waivers/limitations

Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: (Estimated) 920 hours (Total, all aircraft)

No pilot logbooks were recovered from the airplane. There was no record of the pilot’s flight
experience or any record that the pilot met federal regulations for recency of experience.

A twin-engine initial/recurrent training syllabus, dated March 14, 2023, and signed by a flight
instructor, stated that the syllabus was completed using a Precision 6DOF MFD Advanced
Aviation Training Device. There was no reference to federal regulations for a flight review or
instrument proficiency check in this document.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make:
Model/Series:

Year of Manufacture:
Airworthiness Certificate:
Landing Gear Type:

Date/Type of Last
Inspection:

Time Since Last Inspection:
Airframe Total Time:

ELT:

Registered Owner:

Operator:

Beech
58P
1978
Normal

Retractable - Tricycle

Installed, activated, did not aid
in locating accident

MILE HIGH AIR INC
On file

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site:

Observation Facility, Elevation:

Observation Time:
Lowest Cloud Condition:
Lowest Ceiling:

Wind Speed/Gusts:

Wind Direction:

Altimeter Setting:

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point:
Destination:

Departure Time:
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Visual (VMC)
KLBB,3241 ft msl
10:53 Local

Broken / 7500 ft AGL
10 knots / 17 knots

50°

30.26 inches Hg

Registration: N2061K
Aircraft Category: Airplane
Amateur Built:

Serial Number: TJ-161
Seats: 6
Certified Max Gross Wt.: 6100 Ibs

Engines: 2 Reciprocating
Engine Manufacturer: Continental
Engine Model/Series: TSIO-520-L

Rated Power:

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

Condition of Light:

Distance from Accident Site:
Direction from Accident Site:
Visibility

Visibility (RVR):

Turbulence Type
Forecast/Actual:

Turbulence Severity
Forecast/Actual:

Temperature/Dew Point:

No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Lubbock, TX

Type of Flight Plan Filed:
Type of Clearance:

Type of Airspace:

None

Day

310 Horsepower

10 Nautical Miles

359°

10 miles

3°C/-8°C

None
Unknown

Class G
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Airport Information
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Airport: Lubbock Executive Airpark F82 Runway Surface Type: Asphalt
Airport Elevation: 3200 ft msl Runway Surface Condition:  Dry
Runway Used: 35 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: 3500 ft / 75 ft VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Injuries:

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, 33.499833,-101.82021
Longitude:

The accident site was about 0.5 nm west-northwest from the departure end of runway 35. The
airplane wreckage was in a fallow and relatively flat cotton field, which was surrounded by
similar fields. The major components of the airplane were accounted for at the accident site.
Flight control continuity from the airplane control surfaces to the cockpit controls was
confirmed. The landing gear was in the retracted position.

Postaccident examination of the left and right engines revealed no preimpact mechanical
anomalies that would have precluded normal engine operation.

Impact forces damaged both propellers. The left propeller exhibited damage consistent with
the propeller at or nearing the feathered position with low/no power. The right propeller
exhibited damage consistent with rotation at higher power and at a blade angle consistent with
takeoff/climb power.

The left cockpit fuel selector handle sustained impact damage and was bent aft, pointing to a
position between OFF and CROSSFEED. According to the aircraft manufacturer, this position is
outside the normal operating range of the handle assembly. Disassembly of the left fuel
selector valve assembly revealed the valve gear was in the OFF position. Continuity of the
control cable was observed from the cockpit fuel selector assembly to the wing selector valve
with no evidence of the cable having been pulled from impact forces.

The right cockpit fuel selector handle sustained impact damage and was bent aft between the
ON and CROSSFEED positions. Disassembly of the right fuel selector valve assembly revealed
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the valve gear was pulled beyond the OFF position by the control cable running from the
assembly to the wing fuel selector valve.

Flight recorders
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Data download of the pilot’s personal electronics device showed that there was an incoming
call at 11:28:14, before the accident. The phone call lasted 12 minutes and 34 seconds and
ended at 11:40:48. The data also showed that the pilot's phone was connected to an aviation
headset via Bluetooth at 11:40:07.

Medical and Pathological Information
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

An autopsy of the pilot was conducted by the Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s Office, Fort
Worth, Texas, on March 21, 2023. The autopsy report stated that the cause of death was blunt
force injuries, and the manner of death was accident.

The Federal Aviation Administration Civil Aerospace Medical Institute Forensic Toxicology
Report for the pilot was negative for drugs of abuse.
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Gallo, Mitchell
Additional Participating White, Steve; FAA - FSDO; Lubbock, TX
Persons: Soderlund, Henry; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS

Les Doud; Hartzell Propellar; Piqua, OH
Original Publish Date: August 7, 2024

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 3
Note:
Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=106909

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation,
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties ... and are
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB'’s statutory mission to improve
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition,
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.
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https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/106909/pdf

