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Aviation Investigation Factual Report

Location: Traphill, North Carolina Accident Number: ATL04FA069

Date & Time: January 17, 2004, 15:36 Local Registration: N4744D

Aircraft: Cessna 182A Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Fatal, 3 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On January 17, 2004, at 1536 eastern standard time, a Cessna 182A, N4744D, registered to 
and operated by a private pilot, collided with the ground during a forced landing in Traphill, 
North Carolina. The personal fight was operated under the provisions of Title 14 CFR Part 91 
with no flight plan filed. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident, 
and the airplane was substantially damaged. The pilot was fatally injured, and the three 
passengers received serious injuries. The flight departed Wilkes County Airport, Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina, on January 17, 2004, at 1455.

Witnesses reported the airplane was flying low and the engine sounded like it was "idling". The 
airplane continued to descend below the tree line and a loud "crash" was heard. According to a 
passenger, they had been flying for approximately 45 minutes when the engine began to lose 
power. The passenger recalled that the engine sounded, "Like a choke was pulled on the 
engine, as if you were restricting air". The pilot then pulled the carburetor heat and tried to lean 
the fuel mixture. The engine did not regain full power, and the pilot made an force landing in a 
rough and uneven field. The airplane cart wheeled before coming to rest. 

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

Review of pilot's flight records revealed the pilot was issued a private pilot certificate on 
October 7, 1970, with ratings for airplane single engine land. Review of medical records 
revealed the pilot held a third-class medical certificate issued on August 29, 2001, valid when 
wearing corrective lenses during flight. Review of the pilot's logbook indicated that the pilot 
accumulated a total of 710 flight hours. 

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

Review of records revealed that the last recorded annual inspection was conducted on January 
6, 2004.The tachometer time was 52.1 hours, and the tachometer time at the crash site was 
53.5 hours. Maintenance records were not recovered for examination of the altimeter system, 
static pressure system, and transponder inspections. 

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The nearest weather reporting facility at the time of the accident was North Wilkesboro, North 
Carolina. The 1542 surface weather observation was: 9000 overcast, visibility 10 statue miles, 
temperature 46 degrees Fahrenheit, dew point temperature 48 degrees Fahrenheit, wind 210-
degrees at 6 knots, and altimeter 30.04. Review of the icing probability chart revealed that the 
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conditions were favorable for carburetor icing.

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

Examination of the accident site revealed, the airplane came to rest in a field nine miles north 
of the Wilkes County Airport. Examination of the airplane revealed that both wing assemblies 
were buckled, and outboard sections of the wings were curled upwards. The ailerons and flaps 
were still connected to the wing assemblies. Fuel was observed in the right and left wing tank 
when the fuel caps were opened. The engine assembly was displaced aft against the firewall. 
The propeller displayed chord-wise scoring, and aft tip bending on one blade. The nose wheel 
assembly was bent aft under the fuselage. The cabin section of the fuselage was breached, 
and displayed buckling. The aft section of the fuselage aft of the baggage door was breached. 
The tail assembly was buckled and curled to the right. The horizontal stabilizers and elevators 
were buckled. The vertical stabilizer and rudder was buckled. Flight control cables were traced 
from the elevators and rudder to the flight controls in the cockpit. Flight control cables were 
traced from the left and right ailerons to the flight controls in the cockpit. The main landing 
gear struts were buckled.

Examination of the engine revealed, valve train movement to the accessory pulley and on all 
valve assemblies. Compression was attained on all cylinders and ignition spark was produced 
from the ignition leads. Fuel was found in the supply hose and in the carburetor fuel bowl. 
Examination of the engine did not reveal any mechanical or flight control anomalies.

PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

The North Carolina Baptist Hospitals, Inc., Department of Pathology, preformed the 
postmortem examination of the private pilot on January 19, 2004. The reported cause of death 
was multiple blunt force trauma. The examinations of the postmortem toxicology of 
specimens from the pilot were negative for carbon monoxide, cyanide, drugs and alcohol.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Review of the North Wilkesboro, North Carolina weather revealed that flight conditions were 
favorable for carburetor icing. The wreckage of N4744D and all of its components were 
released to the wife of the pilot on May 21, 2004.



Page 4 of 6 ATL04FA069

Pilot Information 

Certificate: Private Age: 70,Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: 

Instrument Rating(s): None Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 3 Valid Medical--w/ 
waivers/lim

Last FAA Medical Exam: August 29, 2001

Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 710 hours (Total, all aircraft), 610 hours (Total, this make and model), 1 hours (Last 24 hours, all 
aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N4744D

Model/Series: 182A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 34844

Landing Gear Type: Tricycle Seats: 4

Date/Type of Last 
Inspection:

January 6, 2004 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 2400 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 2 Hrs Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 52 Hrs as of last inspection Engine Manufacturer: Continental

ELT: Installed, activated, did not aid 
in locating accident

Engine Model/Series: O-470-L

Registered Owner: Thomas John Wood Rated Power: 230 Horsepower

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: UKF,1301 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 15:42 Local Direction from Accident Site: 0°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Thin Overcast / 9000 ft 
AGL

Visibility 10 miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 6 knots / None Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 210° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 30.04 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 8°C / 9°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: WILKESBORO, NC (IKB ) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Traphill, NC Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: 14:55 Local Type of Airspace: Class E

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger 
Injuries:

3 Serious Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal, 3 Serious Latitude, 
Longitude:

36.363887,-81.102775
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Alleyne, Eric

Additional Participating 
Persons:

Hazin Rowe; Greensboro FSDO; Greensboro, NC
Emiele Lohman; Cessna Aircraft Compay; Wichita, KS
Robert Boyle; Teledyne Continental Motors; Mobile, AL

Report Date: May 3, 2005

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 

Note:

Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=58643

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with 
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents 
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we 
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and 
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions 
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and 
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation, 
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties … and are 
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations 
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB’s statutory mission to improve 
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition, 
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a 
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A 
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx
http://data.ntsb.gov/carol-repgen/api/Aviation/ReportMain/GenerateFactualReport/58643/pdf

