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Aviation Investigation Factual Report

Location: COALINGA, California Accident Number: LAX93FA125
Date & Time: February 15, 1993, 18:55 Local Registration: N761NE
Aircraft: CESSNA T210M Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT:

On February 15, 1993, at about 1855 hours PST, a Cessna T210M, N761NE, collided with
mountainous terrain near Coalinga, California, during a night personal cross country flight.
Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the accident site and no flight plan was filed.
The airplane was destroyed. The private pilot and his passenger both received fatal injuries.
The flight originated at John Wayne Airport, Orange County, California, at about 1730 hours
PST, and was enroute to Lincoln, California.

After departure from John Wayne Airport the pilot contacted departure control for advisories
into the Los Angeles TCA and through the VFR corridor over LAX. According to radar data
obtained for search purposes, after clearing the TCA the pilot climbed to 10,500 feet MSL over
the mountainous terrain to the north of the Los Angeles basin and intercepted federal airway V
107. After crossing the mountains the pilot descended to a mode C reported altitude of 4,500
feet MSL and continued to track north bound on airway V 107.

Radar data retrieved utilizing the National Tracking Analysis Program (NTAP), revealed that the
airplane was tracking on or near airway V 107, and reporting an altitude of 4,500 feet MSL,
northbound when radar contact was lost at 1853:58 hours PST. According to the Jeppesen
low altitude enroute charts numbers three and four, the minimum enroute altitude for the
routing between Avenal Vortac (navaid) and Panoche Vortac is 7,000 feet MSL. According to
the San Francisco Sectional Aeronautical Chart the maximum elevation figure (MEF) for the
accident area is 5,600 feet MSL.

At the time of the accident several witnesses near Coalinga reported seeing a fireball or fire in
the area of the wreckage.

The airplane was located on February 19, 1993, by the Fresno County Search And Rescue
personnel during a ground search on the east side of Wright Mountain between 4300 and 4400
feet MSL. During the search period the weather prevented an air search due to mountain
obscuration. The emergency locator transmitter (ELT) was destroyed.

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

At the private pilots last third class flight physical on October 24, 1991, he reported a total
flight time of 2700 hours with no hours for the last six months. According to the pilots last log
book entry dated October 7, 1992, he had accumulated about 2888 hours of flight time. The
pilot possessed a medical waiver (statement of demonstrated ability) issued to him on
December 16, 1983, for an enucleated eye.
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Investigation of the pilot's history revealed that he had a history of cardiovascular problems
which included atherosclerotic heart disease and a anteroseptal myocardial infarction, which
he suffered on April 11, 1990. According to the FAA Western Pacific Regional Flight Surgeon,
Dr. Stephen H. Goodman, the pilot's medical condition and history invalidated his medical
certificate. Review of the pilots last application for an FAA medical certificate revealed that
he did not disclose the history of cardiovascular problems. Details of the pilot's medical
history are contained in the MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION section of this
narrative and the pilot's medical records, which are attached.

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

According to maintenance records obtained during the investigation, the 1978 Cessna T210M
had accumulated about 1485.2 hours of flight at the last documented annual inspection on
July 17,1992. At that time a Continental factory remanufactured engine and a new propeller
were installed along with extensive repairs to the exhaust system and other components.

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The nearest official weather reporting station was Naval Air Station Lemoore, California, which
is located about 30 miles to the east. At 1855 hours PST, they were reporting in part: four
thousand scattered, two five thousand scattered, visibility one zero, temperature five six
degrees fahrenheit, dewpoint three nine degrees fahrenheit, wind one six zero degrees at two
knots and the altimeter was two nine nine eight six inches of mercury.

The altimeter setting reported at Orange County Airport at the time of departure was two nine
nine six inches of mercury.

At the time of the accident several ground witnesses who observed the fire in the mountains at
the approximate location of the accident site stated that the weather was clear and there was
no obscuration of the mountain tops in that area.

The official sunset time was determined by a Safety Board sun and moon database program.
According to the data, sunset occurred at 1748 hours PST, and the end of twilight was 1814
hours PST. The moon was below the horizon at the estimated time of the accident.

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

An on scene examination of the wreckage was conducted on February 20, 1993. The airplane
wreckage was viewed on the southeast side of Wright Mountain. The terrain was measured to
be about 30 degrees from the horizontal descending to the southeast. Personnel from the
California Highway Patrol estimated the elevation of the accident site to be about 4,300 feet
MSL, according to the altimeter in their helicopter. A California Department of Forestry
battalion chief stated that according to his quadrangle chart the elevation at the accident site
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was about 4,400 feet MSL. According to an area topography chart elevation of Wright
Mountain is about 4,500 feet MSL at the highest point.

At the beginning of the wreckage path, down hill, was located an impact crater in muddy soil.
At the upper end of the crater was located two propeller blades. The blades remained
attached to the propeller hub and the hub was broken from the engine crankshaft flange.
Looking either left or right revealed a pattern of brush and ground disturbance matching the
wing span of the airplane. The outer fringes of the disturbance contained wing tip and
navigation light lens debris.

A third propeller blade was found uphill about 20 feet from the two propeller blades. The blade
was bent in an "S" shape. Examination of all propeller blades revealed leading edge damage,
chordwise striations and torsional twisting.

The aircraft engine was found inverted about 40 feet further uphill and partially buried in the
mud. The nose landing gear and wheel were extended over the engine.

Located behind the engine was the inverted cabin section, which was totally consumed by the
post crash fire. On the uphill side of the cabin section the bottom side of the left wing was
located. Examination of the wing revealed accordioning of the wing leading edge over the
entire span. The wing was noted to be heavily fire damaged. The aileron and the wing flap
was still attached to the wing and were observed to have varying degrees of damage. The
plastic wing tip cap assembly was located near the wing with a portion of it noted to be
missing.

The right wing structure was found on the down hill side of the cabin structure. Examination
revealed leading edge accordioning and heavy post crash fire damage. The aileron and the
flap remained attached to the structure. The flap actuator was found in the retracted position.
The plastic wing tip cap was missing from the wing.

The main landing gear retract and uplock components are examined and found to be in the
retracted position.

The entire empennage was intact and upright though heavily fire damaged. The empennage
remained semi attached to the aft cabin section by the control cables.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Due to the extent of the post crash fire there was no autopsy or toxicological specimens
suitable for analysis.

According to medical records obtained from the University Of Utah Medical Center at Salt Lake

City, Utah, the pilot was admitted to their facility on April 11, 1990, and discharged on April 20,
1990. According to the staff cardiologist the final clinical impression was: 1) Coronary artery
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disease, status post anterior wall myocardial infarction, 2) Hypercholesterolemia, 3)
Hypertension, 4) Tobacco abuse.

Additional medical records were obtained from Desert Cardiology at Rancho Mirage,
California. The records revealed that the pilot was examined at that facility on April 26, 1990.
The diagnosis of the cardiology consultation was: atherosclerotic heart disease with recent
anteroseptal myocardial infarction. The last documented visit to that facility was October 1,
1990, at which time the pilot's medications and lifestyle was reviewed.

Information regarding subsequent visits to other cardiology facilities or physicians was not
located and his current treatment regimen could not be determined.

According to Federal Aviation Regulation 14 CFR 61.53: "No person may act as a pilot in
command, or in any other capacity as a required pilot flight crew member while he has a
known medical deficiency, or increase of a known medical deficiency, that would make him
unable to meet the requirements of his current medical certificate."

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The wreckage was released to the insurance company representative of the airplane owner on
February 22, 1993.

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 58,Male
Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine land Seat Occupied: Unknown

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used:

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: No

Medical Certification: None Invalid Medical for flight Last FAA Medical Exam: October 24, 1991
Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 2888 hours (Total, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: CESSNA Registration: N761NE
Model/Series: T210M T210M Aircraft Category: Airplane
Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built:
Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 21062380
Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 6
Date/Type of Last July 17,1992 Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 3800 Ibs
Inspection:
Time Since Last Inspection: Engines: 1 Reciprocating
Airframe Total Time: Engine Manufacturer: CONTINENTAL
ELT: Installed, not activated Engine Model/Series: TSIO-520-R
Registered Owner: CSY INVESTMENTS Rated Power: 285 Horsepower
Operator: CSY INVESTMENTS Operating Certificate(s) None

Held:
Operator Does Business As: Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Night/dark

Observation Facility, Elevation: NLC ,234 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 30 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 18:55 Local Direction from Accident Site: 80°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 4000 ft AGL Visibility 10 miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 2 knots / Turbulence Type /
Forecast/Actual:

Wind Direction: 160° Turbulence Severity /
Forecast/Actual:

Altimeter Setting: 29 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 13°C/4°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: SANTAANA  (SNA) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: LINCOLN (051) Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: 17:30 Local Type of Airspace: Class G
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Airport Information

Airport: Runway Surface Type:

Airport Elevation: Runway Surface Condition:

Runway Used: 0 IFR Approach: None
Runway Length/Width: VFR Approach/Landing: None

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Injuries:

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, 36.190067,-120.389648(est)
Longitude:
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Administrative Information
|

Investigator In Charge (lIC): Petterson, George

Additional Participating JOHN HUY; WICHITA  ,KS
Persons: THOMAS JBENNETT; FRESNO ,CA
Report Date: July 2,1993

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class
Note:
Investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectID=28318

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in other modes of transportation—
railroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
and events we investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
conduct transportation safety research studies and offer information and other assistance to family members and
survivors for each accident or event we investigate. We also serve as the appellate authority for enforcement actions
involving aviation and mariner certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and US Coast Guard, and
we adjudicate appeals of civil penalty actions taken by the FAA.

The NTSB does not assign fault or blame for an accident or incident; rather, as specified by NTSB regulation,
“accident/incident investigations are fact-finding proceedings with no formal issues and no adverse parties ... and are
not conducted for the purpose of determining the rights or liabilities of any person” (Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations
section 831.4). Assignment of fault or legal liability is not relevant to the NTSB'’s statutory mission to improve
transportation safety by investigating accidents and incidents and issuing safety recommendations. In addition,
statutory language prohibits the admission into evidence or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an accident in a
civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report (Title 49 United States Code section 1154(b)). A
factual report that may be admissible under 49 United States Code section 1154(b) is available here.
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