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Stlllt'llll'll t ( :otJc<Tilinu_ tilt' lLtrd f ,(tt1<1ing ()1· \ 1.-l:)S\\' 

\ \'hilc returning f'rom R aleigh Exec uti,·e . \irpon K.TT. \ to Hazrl Grern 

' ~d-38 ) on ~lay 19th, \\ 'f' encountered . trong head,,·ind. and mild LUrbulence . 

. \pproarhing Chattanooga. T n., the !() recast " ·as for iucrcasi11g hcaclwincls. 

The ru r l tot<lliz<-' 1' s; tid \\Thad 2 hours of Cucl lcft. but my wil(· \\' (\S getting 

ti n·cl or l he bump~ and \\'C had been flyin~ f() r :1 hour~ !'\() l clcciclccl Llw 

prude nt thi11g to do ,,·as to land. rrst. check thr ,,·eathrr and add ten gal lon-, 

ol' li.tcl t the plane burns about I.J an hour. 

The nearest airporL along the route was Blairs,·i lle ( K D/]) so ,,·hen we 

had th~ fidd in s i t~ , we cancell ed Flight l<o llowing. The app roach was nonnal 

,,·ith so me turbulrnce. \ \ 'c called our i11tention . unicom announced the 

,,·incls 240 at 8, then a moment latrr rr ponecl 180 at b. I as. umed he 

misspoke and then corrected himself. It turns out the ,,·inc! · were going nut:::;. 

During the approach I experi enced on ly a small crosswind fl·om the kfi. 

so I fin,· slightly kit \\'ing clown, ea ·ily maintai ning the nttl\\'ctY 26 heading. 1\ 

I ca ll out Ll1f' spn:cls during approach ,,·hich ,,·a" bumpy normrd. Short li11al 

"a" at.) .) 1-\. t-,, right per the book. \\'r pa'):--,ed uH·r the thn:!-~ ll110ld ;t l .10 k11oh 

;tnd I cased bark on thr : tick. .\ s ''T \\T l'L' lcYcl and about to wuch clmn1 I 

c;tllccl 1.) kts n hc pl ane stalls at .. ~~ kts in this configurat i cm ~ ;dl hell broke 

loose. The LS,\ was lifted about 7 feet up in the air. pitched up ~0 ctegrees, 

then \·iolcntly . lammed onto the ntm,·ay, collapsing th e len main gea1~ all in 

~-3 seconds. During the pitch up I shm·ed the ·tick fon,·ard ' to no m·ail ) and 



brgan to add pm,·cr but thr immediate clo,,·ndralt collapsed the gear. so I 

chopped power. [t \\'as astOunding. It \\·as as il' \\'C \\C're lifted up in an 

elevator and then dropped straight clown_. yet the aircraft attitude was 

unchanged. \ Vc bounced once and with the gear crushed I think the tail hit 

this time. In OYer 700 landings, there wa: nothing like this. 

I added full right rudder and aileron to keep us on the pm-cmcnt, but the 

aircralt to \·rercclleft into the tall grass. To prn·ent a no:e oYer. 1 delayed 

braking until we we slowed under 10 knot.. \ \ 'r lowed to a stop. lJsing the 

checklist I turned off the engine and turned thr fuel vain" to off. I briefiy 

interrupted the checklist to check on my ,,·ife, who was uninjurrd, and to call 

l fn icom to let Lhcm knm,· we ''-ere alright: hut ,,·otdcli1l'Cd help Lo exi t the 

aircralt~ I n"sumed the checkJi:t and then double checked Lo make sure the 

fttel and al l electrical j)O\\Tr \\·as oil T hen I . ccurrd the parachute. 

Another plane was in the pattern and landed shortly after and he also 

st rugglecl vvith t.h e conditions. He was flying a Cessna 172 with rnort ,,·eight 

and \\'ith n1uch higher wing loading. He is a Professor of Aviation Science at 

the Florida Institute of Technology College of Aeronautics. He commented 

that there was no way I could ha\·c had enough con trol authority in the plane 

to a\·oid the hard landing at touchdown. He offered to comact or be 

contacted by Lhe FAJ\ to confirm tht> conditions were sudden and exttTine as 

tha t time. His name i: D r. Isaac Silver. phone is email is 

He has been in the m1ation busint'ss for years. 
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