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Statement Concerning the Hard Landing of NT1555W

While returning from Raleigh Executive Airport (KTTA) o Hazel Green
M-38) on May 19th, we encountered strong headwinds and mild wrbulence.
Approaching Chattanooga. I'n.. the forecast was for increasing headwinds.
The fuel totalizer said we had 2 hours of fuel Ieft. but my wife was getting
tired of the bumps and we had been {lving for 3 hours so I decided the
prudent thing to do was to land, rest. check the weather and add ten gallons
of fucl ithe plane burns about 1.5 an hour.

‘The nearest airport along the route was Blairsville (KDZ]J) so when we
had the field in site, we cancelled Flight Following. The approach was normal
with some turbulence. We called our intentions. Unicom announced the
winds 240 at 8, then a moment later reported 180 at 6. T assumed he
misspoke and then corrected himsell. It turns out the winds were going nuts.

During the approach I experienced only a small crosswind from the left
so I flew slightly left wing down, easily maintaining the runway 26 heading. A
[ call out the speeds during approach which was bumpy normal. Short final
was at 35 Kts, right per the book. We passed over the threshhold at 50 knots
and I cased back on the stick. s we were level and about to touch down |
called 15 kts (the plane stalls at 42 kts in this configuration) all hell broke
loose. The LSA was lifted about 7 feet up in the air, pitched up 20 degrees,
then violenty slammed onto the runway, collapsing the left main gear, all in

2-3 scconds. During the pitch up I shoved the stick forward (to no avail) and



began to add power but the immediate downdrafi collapsed the gear. so |
chopped power. It was astounding, It was as il' we were lifted up in an
clevator and then dropped straight down, vet the aircraft atitude was
unchanged. We bounced once and with the gear crushed I think the tail hit
this time. In over 700 landings, there was nothing like this.

I added full right rudder and aileron to keep us on the pavement, but the
aircraft to veered left into the tall grass. To prevent a nose over. I delayed
braking until we we slowed under 10 knots. We slowed (0 a stop. Using the
checklist I turned off the engine and turned the fuel valve to off. 1 briefly
interrupted the checklist to check on my wife, who was uninjured, and to call
Unicom to let them know we were alright, but would need help to exit the
aircraft, I resumed the checklist and then double checked to make sure the
[ucl and all clectrical power was ofl, Then [ secured the parachutc.

Another plane was in the pattern and landed shortly after and he also
struggled with the conditions. He was [lymg a Cessna 172 with more weight
and with much higher wing loading. He is a Professor of Aviation Science at
the Florida Institute of Technology College of Acronautics. He commented
that there was no way I could have had cnough control authority in the plane
to avoid the hard landing at touchdown. He offered to contact or be

contacted by the FAA (o confirm the conditions were sudden and extreme as

that time. His name is Dr. Isaac Silver, phone is _(_‘ﬂ]é’li] 1S
_ He has been in the aviation business for vears.
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