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Washington, DC  20594 

 
April 15, 2015 

 

Onboard Image Recorder 
 

Specialist’s Factual Report 
By Sean Payne 

1. EVENT 
Location: Coldfoot, Alaska 
Date: August 24, 2014 
Aircraft: Ryan Navion A, N4827K 
Operator: Kirst Aviation 
NTSB Number: ANC14FA068 

2. GROUP   
      A group was not convened.  

3. SUMMARY 
On August 24, 2014, about 1240 Alaska daylight time, a Ryan Navion A 

airplane, N4827K, was substantially damaged when it impacted terrain while 
maneuvering in Atigun Pass, approximately 15 nautical miles northeast of 
Coldfoot, Alaska. The airplane was operated by Kirst Aviation, Fairbanks, Alaska, 
as an on-demand sightseeing flight under the provisions of Title 14 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 135. The commercial pilot and three passengers were 
seriously injured. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, and a VFR flight 
plan was filed. The flight originated at the Fairbanks International Airport about 
1003. 

4. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION  
On September 17, 2014 the NTSB Vehicle Recorder Division received the 

following image file(s): 
  

Recording Device: Unknown 
File(s): MVI_1715.MOV 
 MVI_1716.MOV 

4.1. Recorder Description 

The recorder used to create the video files is unknown.  
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4.2. Recorder Damage 

The two video files, MVI_1715.MOV and MVI_1716.MOV, were delivered 
to the NTSB laboratory via CD. The files were playable on a PC using normal 
procedures and software. 

4.3.       Video Files 

 The recording consists of two video files, MVI_1715.MOV and 
MVI_1716.MOV. The videos were recorded at a resolution of 1920 by 1080 
pixels and a frame rate of 30 frames per second (FPS). Each video file contained 
a 48kHz stereo audio track. File MVI_1715.MOV is approximately 18:131 in 
length. The second file in sequence, file MVI_1716.MOV is approximately 11:46 
in length.  Both video files were input to a non-linear video editor so the audio 
recordings from each video segment could be joined together to form one 29:59 
track. The audio was extracted as separate channels for the left and right stereo 
track. The composition of the stereo audio track would suggest the recording was 
made on a camera with a single microphone.  
 The camera’s lens appears to be obscured throughout the entire 
recording. The images from the video recorder are unusable and no recognizable 
features of the aircraft, aircraft passengers or surrounding environment were able 
to be established.  

4.4. Timing and Correlation 

 Not enough supporting information was available for a time correlation to 
be created for either of the two video files. Timing in the summary below is given 
in video elapsed time which is a measure of time from the start of the recording in 
MM:SS. In this manner, MM is a reference for elapsed minutes and SS is 
reference for elapsed seconds. 

4.5. Summary of Recording Contents 

In agreement with the Investigator-In-Charge, a group was not convened 
and a video/audio summary report was prepared.  
 The recording began at some unknown time after the aircraft came to rest 
as first responders were heard assisting the occupants of the aircraft at the 
wreckage site. 
 From the onset of the recording until approximately 20:40, a female 
passenger located near the camera’s microphone was heard speaking in an 
unknown language. The repeated chant-like comments obscured much of the 
other voices on the audio track. In this manner, it was difficult to hear the 
conversations between the first responders and the aircraft’s occupants in the 
background of the recording. As the recording progressed, the first responders 
were heard moving from passenger to passenger to assist in their extrication 
from the aircraft wreckage. 

                                            
1 All times are presented in this report as video elapsed time (the time from the start of the 
recording) in the format MM:SS, where MM is for minutes and SS is for seconds. 
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 Around 07:55 there was discussion between the first responders related to 
the personal locator beacon (PLB) and the beacon’s location near the aircraft, 
possibly near the pilot’s seat. A reference to additional rescue assistance being 
on the way was heard just prior to the discussion about the PLB. 
 At approximately 13:18 a first responder commented that there were “two 
more” passengers left to be extricated from the aircraft wreckage. Later, around 
14:00 the first responders made a reference to what was likely the male right 
front seat passenger, instructing the passenger that they would assist him as 
soon as possible. 
 Around 14:20, the female passenger was attempted to be extricated from 
the aircraft. At times, first responders made references to her right foot being 
caught in the aircraft wreckage. The female passenger remarked in English, “I 
can’t get it out”. Conversation continued to reference the female passenger’s 
stuck right foot. Around 17:55, the female passenger’s right foot became freed 
from the aircraft wreckage and by 20:40, it became apparent that she was 
extricated from the aircraft.  
 At approximately 21:00, a sound similar to an overflying aircraft’s engine 
was heard on the recording. 
 Around 22:00, the first responders had begun to focus on extricating the 
male right front seat passenger. Later, around 22:37, a first responder was heard 
in the background of the recording making a statement to an unknown party that 
“everybody’s conscious”. 
 Around 23:03, a first responder was heard saying to an unknown party 
“The pilot’s (like)2 * * belly, belly landed on a rock. * * * the pilot said that uh, he 
felt the first draft, downdraft, at (which/that) time (it’s a) * * ” The comment 
became inaudible as a conversation began to take place between a first 
responder and passenger in closer proximity to the camera’s microphone. 
 At 23:46, a first responder made a statement in reference to the male right 
front seat passenger that “He’s got his seatbelt and * * other shoulder harness” 
and another responder was heard saying “Oh your seatbelts on right here? K’ 
hold on lemme get ya.” The first responders continued giving instructions on how 
the front male right passenger should move his body as they worked on 
extricating him from the aircraft wreckage.  
 Around 24:30, a first responder mentioned fuel coming out of the airplane 
and for others to be aware of the importance of removing the occupants from the 
aircraft wreckage because of the fuel leak. Later, at 24:57, the same first 
responder made a statement about breaking an aircraft seat to assist in 
extricating the male right front seat passenger.  
 Around 28:54, a passenger asked “How’s the pilot?” and a first responder 
responded “He’s good, he’s okay, he’s on the ground. He’s… he’s banged up too 
but everyone’s okay, they’re all shook up a little bit.” 
 The recording ends at 29:59 as the first responders were still attempting to 
extricate the male right front seat passenger while at the same time making 
repeated references to his right leg being trapped within the wreckage.  

                                            
2 Parenthesis are used to indicate ambiguity in the transcription. Asterisk are used to identified an 
undetermined word or phrase. 
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