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Record of Telephone Conversation 
 

Person Interviewed: Jerry Pockrus (------------------ 
Date: 6/9/09 
Subject:  CEN09CA342 
 
During the telephone conversation Jerry Pockrus stated the following: 
 
That he had recently completed an annual inspection of the aircraft, a BE-S-35 N8636Q 
at his field and flew the aircraft 15-20 miles to XA99, to pick up the owner, Steven 
(Doug) Jackson.  He stated that he was not a “numbers” guy when it came to flying and 
did not pay much attention to the airspeed on takeoff.  The flight was uneventful; he 
landed at XA99 and picked up the owner without shutting down the engines.  The owner 
traded seats with the first leg pilot and proceeded to take off to the south on a turf runway 
with an uphill grade and that it was wet, especially at the south end, at about 9:45 AM.   
 
After accelerating to an indicated airspeed of 60 mph the pilot reported that he planned to 
abort the takeoff because the airspeed was not increasing as expected.  During the aborted 
takeoff, the left main landing gear collapsed and the aircraft contacted small ten to fifteen 
foot tall trees at the end of the runway. He stated that the pilot used proper soft field 
takeoff procedures and that he reported that the RPM and manifold pressure indicators 
were indicating normal takeoff power.   
 
He stated that the aircraft sat on the ground at his field for some time, perhaps two days 
before the annual inspection and at least two days after the annual inspection.  He did not 
inspect the pitot-static system during the annual inspection.  He reported that the owner 
told him he had found “dirt dobber babies”, or mud wasp larvae in the pilot tube while 
inspecting the aircraft several days after the accident.  He stated that he did completed a 
“preflight” before taking off, walking around the airplane, checking oil, fuel, and control 
surfaces but did not inspect the pitot tube. 
 
He stated that he came in “over the fence” at 70 mph and landed a little long, though he 
surmised that the long landing could have been due to the grade of the runway.  
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