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On this date, at the request of FAA hpector Fred Blauth, I assisted in the investigation 
of the accident of N29DJ that occurred on 6-2268. The focus today was on the he1 
system fiom the LP pump through the filter and fuel control system to the distribution 
nebvork. We began by draining the fuel filter housing through its sump drain into a 
sample bottle. The fuel that came out was red dyed and contaminated with black 
sediment. Also the color of the fuel was reddish gray and cloudy, not the same as fuel 
samples &om the tanks, which appeared much more clear. After draining the LP filter 
housing, the quantity of fuel, which came out, appeared to be consistent with the size of 
the housing, suggesting that it was full. 

Next we removed the slter element Grom the housing. The housing sits on the engine in 
an upright position with the cover plate at the bottom. Sitting on the inside of the cover 
to the filter was much more of the blacWgray sludge that came out with the %el when 
drained. The filter was then extracted and examined. It is cylindrical in shape with &el 
flowing h m  the outside to the inside through the paper filter media. Looking at the 
outside of the folds indicated the same sludge in the weave of the filter eIement. The 
FAA inspectors removed a portion of the paper and unfolded it and again it appeared to 
be almost black with contanrination. 

We then proceeded to the fbel line fhrn  the filter to the HP pump. When this line was 
removed no fuel was present in the line or the inlet to the HP pump. The &el line from 
the Hp pump to the fuel servo was removed. No fuel present in this line either. Two fuel 
nozzles were then removed from burner cans on either side of the engine. When 
disconnecting the lies to the nozzles, these lines were also lacking any liquid fuel. The 
nozzles were then removed, again with no fuel present. Examinatioi~ of the air pathways 
around the nozzles showed dirt and ground up leaves impacted against the nozzle 
support s a m e  indicating engine rotation at impact with the trees. Visual inspection of 



the compressor and power turbine indicate low rpm when the aircraft impacted the 
ground. 

Next to be exantined was the rear fuel tank and boost pump. No fuel was present in t h e  
tank outlet or the boost pump itself. We looked in the forward tanlr for any evidence of 
contamination and found none. There was no sludge in the tank bottom or in the 
interconnect tubes. These are the lowest points in the system. 



FAA P H I L A D E L P H I A  ESOO @I 006/0 1 1  0 6 / 2 3 / 2 0 0 8  1 4 : 0 0  F A X  610  5 9 5  1 5 1 9  

22 June 2008 

The following is my eertifed statement regarding the accident of N29OJ, an L29 Experimental Jet 

At  12012, N29DJ taxied by Big Sky an TWY 8 towards R W Y  10/28. When the aircraft got to the 
intersection of Twy A and TWY B, the alrcraft did two; three hundred and sixty degree turns in the 
intersection, pausing M r e  and after each one. Then, N29RI proceeded down W Y  A to RWV 28 and 
tookoff. During all of the taxiing, run-up, and take* the aircraft's engine was very loud. 

The aircraft took-off a t  12022 and climbed to about 700 to loo0 feet when it began t o  make a 
lazy left turn onto crosswind, then to downwind. When the aircraft was abeam the numbers at the 
approach end of R W  10, the loud engine went silent. A few sewnds later the left wing dipped and the 
aircraft went into a left spiraling spin plunging below the tree line. There was no fire or smoke seen in 
the woods in the direction the aircraft was seen going into the forest. - In the event you require more information, please contact me at 

Signed, Nicholas Dumas 
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Statement by Nathan Mooaey on subject N29DJ 

Around 0750-OSOOET I was in the galley when the MX crew and I heard a jet engine 
firing and becoming very loud, possibly doing a preflight, I noticed there was two 
occupants in the plane. Then Aircraft started taxiing past the Big Sky building to take off 
on the 28 runway. While taxiing a fellow co-worker and I noticed that he seemed like he 
was having trouble controlling the aircraft (overshot turns, quick stops, etc.. .>. As I was 
sitting at the front desk I watched him take off on 28. The aircraft seemed to be going 
very slow compared to what I was expecting. Hc then went aut of view for a while. When 
I looked up again he was in a wobbling decent just above the tree line, heading toward 
the CedarvilleLaurel Lake area. When he dropped out of view below the tree line and 
didn’t reappear I had suspicion of there being an accident though I didn’t see any smoke 
or fire. About a minute later, the DRBA explorer was driving across the airport toward 
the scene of accident. 7-10 minutes after that there was a single engine aircraft circling 
the area and n NJ State Policc Helicopter was in route. 1 called my manager to inform him 
of possible accident though nothing was certain at that time. After the accident was 
confirmed I called both my managers to inform that it was N29DJ that had crashed, As 
standard procedures required, line manager came to take fuel samples of trucks and farm 
even though the aircrafi hasn’t been fuelled since December. 

Estimatcd time of accident: 08 1 0-08 1 3ET 
Date of accident: Sunday, June 22,2008 
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Below is a timeline of events regarding the accident of N29DJ, as they occurred, in UTC: 

11582 - I wa5 finishing the morning airport check and drwe onto the Big Sky ramp where Rob was 
conducting his morning check on the 1OOCLfueling truck. 

12002 - N29DJ, an L29 experimental jet, dark blue with a red stripe, taxied to RW 28 and departed. 
There were two men onbaard. 

12012 - FSS reports they had last radio contact wlth the aircraft. This is the time, Rob and I witnessed 
the aircraft's engine go silent and start to spin downward into the trees. 

12022 - I called the airport manager, Dave McCarthy, 

12032 - Rob got into the Ops truck and we wearched the airport side of the woods aldng Buckshutem Rd. 
While driving Rob called 911 and I made radio contact with Milhrille Police t)epartment via the 
radio. 

12042 - I called the assistant airport manager, Tom Berry. 

12052 - I dropped Rob off at  the FBO and proceeded to drlve to Buckshutem Rd. 

1206Z- I pulled up to where Rob and I saw the aircraft go down into the woods and directed $gt. Colon 
to the direction. 

12082 - I attempted to contact the New Jerwey Division of Aviation, no one answered. 

12102 - I made positive contact with the New Jersey State Police Operations Office, Trooper Kucowski. 

12152- I made positive contact with LMAFSS. They confirmed the aircraft registation and time of last 
contact. 

12lot - 12502 - I have remained in continuous contact with Trooper Kunnnrrki regarding aircraft 
locatlon, type, registration, what was observed to have occurred, and other pertinent 
information. 

12402 -Talked to Kurt H e s s  CP along Buckshutem Rd., not at the site yet. DM 

12452 - Called State Police, Kumwski is notifying Harbist. DM 

12472 -Called FSDO, no contact. DM 

12502 - Dave McCarthy called for me to return to the office. DM 
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O9002 - Called ACY Approach regarding N29DJ, K9, gave description of location. State Police 
helicopter, NlN), is an site and mer crash. ACY has adar  contact and calling in SATCS, Diana 
Easterday. DM 

09152 -Joe Palma, manager of Millvllle Jet Center, called and advised he is on his way to the airport to 

research if they provided services for the aircraft. 
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