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Mr. De La Torre was interviewed at the Law Office of Phil Sellers at 6525 Washington
Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007 on the afternoon of September 4, 2008 at 1:00 pm central time.
Mr. De La Torre is the owner of Angel Tours, a passenger carrying motor carrier that operated
from 1505 Telephone Road, Houston, Texas. Angel Tours was a motor carrier that was placed
out-of-service in June of 2008 for several Motor Carrier Safety regulation violations and his
failure to correct those violations. Also, Mr. De La Torre stated in the interview that he is the
sole owner of Iguala BusMex operating out of the same address as Angel Tours.

Mr. De La Torre stated that he started Iguala in January of 2008 with a partner but the
partnership did not work out. He then stated that he brought his brother-in-law, Carlos Ortuno,
aboard in April of 2008 as Vice President of Iguala. Mr. Ortuno was not present for this
interview. Mr. De La Torre stated that he employed a person to answer the telephone and
someone to help load and unload luggage. He stated that 85-90 percent of his business was
intrastate and 10-15 percent was interstate business. He said that he made trips to Matamoros,
Mexico once a week or about 4 times a month on Sunday. He said that the bus to Matamoros
dropped off passengers and returned to Houston empty.
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Mr. De La Torre stated that he employed one fulltime driver for the border run to
Matamoros. He said that his drivers had been with the company about 3 years. Also, he said
that he took the drivers out on a road test before he hired them. He said that the practice in
Houston was that he leased his drivers to other companies or if he needed drivers he would go to
the other companies. He said that he had a written agreement with Liberty Tours in San Antonio
for leasing drivers. Also, he added that he had a lease agreement with Angel Tours to lease their
drivers. Mr. De La Torre stated that the accident driver had been driving for Angel Tours last
year. He said that he paid the drivers an hourly rate for local trips plus %2 hour pay for pre-trip
inspections. Also, he said that he paid a daily rate plus meals for extended trips.

Mr. De La Torre stated that his maintenance work, engines/transmissions/rear-ends, on
the buses was done by a company named Stewart and Stevenson located at 1-10 and Gellhorn
Road in Houston. Mr. De La Torre stated that he used Omnibus Adame’s facility at Wayside
and Telephone Road to check the brakes on his buses. He said that they have a maintenance
garage and lift. When asked about a pick-up truck with a compressor located on the business
property, he said that he used the pick-up and compressor to check the tire pressures on the
buses. He said that he contracted his tire work out to a company by the name of Diaz Tire
Service located at 217 S. Lockwood Drive, Houston, Texas. Mr. De La Torre said that he used
Diaz Tire on Sunday August 3 when one of his buses had a blow-out about 90 miles south of
Houston toward Brownsville, Texas on Highway 77. He said that the right side tag axle tire on
the bus was replaced. He stated that on August 4™ he replaced the spare tire on the accident bus
and replaced a tire on another one of his buses.

Mr. De La Torre stated that he had one of his drivers who was familiar with the Federal
regulations to help him with compliance issues. He said that this driver was helping him with his
drug and alcohol testing program. Mr. De La Torre stated that he had a copy of the Federal
regulations. Mr. De La Torre stated that his company, Angel Tours, had received an
unsatisfactory in May. He said that he was working on getting that operation back in compliance
with the Federal regulations but was given a shut-down order before he completed it.

Mr. De La Torre was asked about his insurance policy on Iguala Busmex. He said that he
added Iguala to his existing policy in August. No other information was added and the interview
was ended.



