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Accident Summary

About 2:50 p.m. EDT on Tuesday, December 2, 2014, two transit style school buses operated by
Knox County Schools collided on Asheville State Highway (State Route 9) approximately 465
feet west of Governor John Sevier State Highway (State Route 168), in Knoxville, Knox County,
Tennessee, a 67-year-old male was operating a 2001 Thomas Built transit style School Bus (Bus
#57), and was travelling westbound on Ashville Highway in the right lane, transporting children
from Sunny View Primary School located at 412 Bagwell Lane. In the meantime, a 47-year-
old male was operating a 2000 Navistar International transit style School Bus (Bus #44) and was
traveling eastbound in the left lane on Ashville Highway transporting children from Chilhowee
Intermediate School located at 5005 Ashville Highway. During the crash sequence, bus #44,
swerved toward the left and crossed a striped median into the westbound lanes. The front right
side of bus #44 collided with the left side (driver side) of bus #57. The impact began at the left
front steer axle of bus #57 and continued down the left side. Maximum engagement occurred
about mid-point, in the vicinity of the emergency exit, and extended beyond the back to the bus’s
rear axle.

Following the impact bus #57 rotated counter clockwise approximately 90 degrees, the rear axle
partially departed the roadway, slid into the shoulder and collided with a recently constructed
shallow concrete barrier with steel poles, overturned onto its right side, and came to rest on the
right shoulder partially blocking the westbound travel lanes. Bus #44 came to rest facing
northbound across the westbound lanes. As a result of the crash, an adult student monitor, who
was reportedly seated near the left side rear axle, was fatally injured. Additionally, two student
passengers seated near the impact zone on the left side of the bus received fatal injuries. Both
drivers and the other student passengers received injuries of varying degree.



