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June 18, 2026

Mr. Chihoon Shin

NTSB Hearing Officer

National Transportation Safety Board
490 L’Enfant Plaza East, SW
Washington, DC 20594

Subject: FAA Party Submission for DCA26MA024, UPS MD-11 Accident that occurred in
Louisville, Kentucky on November 4, 2025

Dear Mr. Shin:

Enclosed, please find the FAA’s party submission on the subject accident. This package is
being sent to your attention via electronic mail.

We thank the NTSB for giving us the opportunity to provide a party submission. If there are any
questions, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,
_ Digitally signed by Charles A.
Charles A' OIViS glavties: 2026.06.19 12:09:36
Charles (Andy) Olvis 0500

Manager (A), Accident Investigation Branch

Enclosures (2): FAA Party Submission for NTSB Case # DCA26MA024
FAA Investigative Hearing Items Due
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Accident Summary

On November 4, 2025, about 1714 eastern standard time (EST), United Parcel Service (UPS)
flight 2976, a Boeing (McDonnell-Douglas) MD-11F airplane, N259UP, was destroyed after
it impacted the ground shortly after takeoff from runway 17R at Louisville Muhammad Ali
International Airport (SDF), Louisville, Kentucky. The 3 crew members aboard the airplane
and 11 people on the ground were fatally injured with another individual succumbing to
their injuries 51 days later. There were 23 others on the ground who were injured.

Flight 2976 was a domestic cargo flight operating under the provisions of Title 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 121 from SDF to Daniel K. Inouye International Airport (HNL),
Honolulu, Hawaii.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) expresses its heartfelt sympathies to the families
and loved ones affected by the tragic accident. We extend our deepest condolences for
their profound loss while continuing to fully support the National Transportation Safety
Board’s (NTSB) thorough investigation.

FAA’s Participation in Accident Investigations

The FAA participates in NTSB investigations as a party, mandated by federal law, to provide
technical expertise, operational insights, and regulatory context relevant to aviation safety.
The FAA’s role is to assist the NTSB, the independent agency responsible for determining
the probable cause of aviation accidents and issuing safety recommendations, by
supplying critical information on air traffic control, aircraft certification, regulatory
oversight, and other FAA-administered functions.

While the NTSB leads the investigation and maintains sole authority over determining
probable cause, the FAA collaborates by sharing data, providing access to records, and
contributing to fact-finding efforts. This cooperative relationship ensures a thorough
examination of all factors involved in an incident or accident, enabling both organizations
to develop informed conclusions and recommendations to enhance aviation safety.

Additionally, the FAA conducts its own internal review focused primarily on Continued
Operational Safety (COS), identifying safety hazards and immediately implementing
corrective actions where necessary.

As part of this process, the FAA is submitting additional facts and/or clarifications as follow-
up to the NTSB Investigative Hearing held on May 19* and 20", 2026.

Airworthiness Directive (AD) Process

Aircraft Evaluation Division involvement in the AD Process
During the Investigative Hearing, there was a question on Day 2 of the involving the process
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when looking to increase inspection cycles or issue an airworthiness directive. To clarify,
the Aircraft Evaluation Division (AED), which is a branch in the Flight Standards Service
under the Aviation Safety (AVS) Organization of the FAA, plays a critical role in the
Airworthiness Directive (AD) generation process by providing an operational and
maintenance perspective to engineering activities. During the AD development process,
the AED provides technical consultation, coordination, and assistance to the certification
project managers and Operational Safety Branches personnel who issue the ADs. As a
required signatory in the coordination process, AED personnel evaluate draft ADs to ensure
they adhere to specific operating, technical standards, and regulations, ultimately helping
to determine the overall operational suitability of the corrective actions.

Furthermore, the AED serves as a vital technical liaison between the Operational Safety
Branches, Certificate Management (CM) Branch, Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASls), and
original equipment manufacturers. If an operator or ASI requires technical clarification
regarding an AD or its associated Service Bulletins, the AED is the primary organization
contacted to coordinate with the certification office and resolve complex compliance
issues. Finally, the AED supports the implementation phase by distributing and answering
questions about Instructions for Continued Airworthiness (ICA's) and maintenance alerts,
acting as a technical and operational subject matter expert resource and liaison between
associated FAA, CM Branch, and Operational Safety Branches. AED's direct involvement
with Continued Operational Safety Branches during the AD writing process assists
engineering by providing a technical and operational perspective that only experienced
pilots and mechanics can provide a resource inside and outside of the FAA.

The FAA is grateful for the opportunity to participate as a party in the hearing process and
remains committed to providing transparent, accurate, and comprehensive contributions.

The FAA remains dedicated to strengthening the safety of the national airspace system to
prevent future tragedies.
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