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B== Jennifer Homendy
Chairwoman, National Transportation Safety Board

Jennifer Homendy is the 15th Chairwoman of the National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), an independent federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident
in the United States and significant events in other modes of
transportation, including rail, transit, roadway, marine, pipeline, and
commercial space.

Homendy has served at the NTSB since 2018. She was first nominated by President Trump
and unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 2018 (to serve a one-year vacancy) and
again in 2019 (for a full five-year term) to be a Board Member. In 2021, she was nominated
by President Biden and unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate to be Chairwoman.
Homendy was re-nominated as Chairwoman and Board Member and unanimously
confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 2024. Her three-year term as Chairwoman expires on
August 10, 2027; her five-year term as Board Member expires on December 31, 2029. See
49 U.S. Code §1111.

As Chairwoman, Homendy serves as the agency’s chief executive officer and chief
administrative officer, managing an annual budget of $145 million and 445 full-time
employees across the country, including the NTSB’s regional offices located in Anchorage,
Alaska; Seattle, Washington; Denver, Colorado; and Washington, DC.

From 2004 to 2018, Chairwoman Homendy served as the Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials under the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure (T&l Committee) of the U.S. House of
Representatives. During her time on Capitol Hill, she served as a Senior Fellow in the 115th
Congress for the John C. Stennis Center for Public Service, a bipartisan, bicameral
leadership development experience for senior staff members of the U.S. Congress.

Prior to her more than 20 years in public service, Chairwoman Homendy served as
Legislative Representative for the International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT), where she
represented the interests of working families before Congress and the Executive Branch,
focusing on transportation (trucking, rail, and aviation) and international trade issues.
While at the IBT, Homendy was a proud member of Teamsters Local 70 in Oakland,
California. From 1997 to 1999, she was a legislative representative for the Transportation
Trades Department, AFL-CIO, specializing in motor carrier, rail, hazardous material, and
nuclear waste transportation safety. Homendy also held previous roles at the National
Federation of Independent Business and the American Iron and Steel Institute.

Chairwoman Homendy completed her undergraduate studies at the Pennsylvania State
University at Harrisburg and obtained her Master of Transportation Safety Administration
degree from the Institute for Global Road Safety and Security from Clemson University.
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Michael E. Graham
Vice Chairman, National Transportation Safety Board

Vice Chairman Michael Graham took the oath of office of the
National Transportation Safety Board on January 3, 2020. Before
coming to the NTSB, Vice Chairman Graham was with Textron
Aviation, Inc. (Cessna/Hawker/Beechcraft) from 1997 to 2019. Since
2012 he served as their Director of Flight Operations Safety, Security
and Standardization and was responsible for the safe and secure
operations of all domestic and international flights conducted in
support of the company. The scope of his responsibility included managing the flight
operation’s Safety Management System and its certification, administering the Emergency
Response Plan, supervising Air Safety Investigations, and overseeing two company airports
and a control tower.

Mr. Graham joined Cessna as a Demonstration Pilot and held positions in Production Flight
Test and Delivery. He was instrumental in the merging of Beechcraft flight operations with
Cessna’s after its acquisition. Vice Chairman Graham also started the company’s highly
successful Aviation Safety Action Program which became the model program for Part 91
operators.

Vice Chairman Graham provided safety leadership to multiple industry and government
advisory committees during his tenure at Textron Aviation. He served as Chairman of the Air
Charter Safety Foundation and Board of Governors, led the Single Pilot Safety Working
Group of the National Business Aviation Association’s Safety Committee and was a
member of the General Aviation Information Analysis Team. Mr. Graham was presented
with Flight Safety Foundation’s 2019 Business Aviation Meritorious Service Award for his
work.

Mr. Graham began his career in the U.S. Navy as a Naval Aviator flying A-7’s and F/A-18’s
and completed two operational deployments including Combat Air Patrol missions over
Irag and Kuwait in support of Southern Watch. He served as a F/A-18 Flight Instructor,
Evaluator and model manager for all Navy and Marine F/A-18’s. He was handpicked to
develop the first ever F/A-18 Aircrew Coordination Training syllabus and facilitated the
training of the first group of instructors. He received a Navy Achievement Medal for his
development of an Occupational Safety and Health program and twice received the Top
Eleven Award for best landing grades aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln.

From 1995-1997 he worked at Boeing/McDonnell Douglas as a F/A-18 aircrew instructor.
Along with instructing, he developed courseware and served as an operational analyst and
lead integration engineer receiving the Quality Achievement Award for his work. Vice
Chairman Graham earned his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of New
Mexico. He is also a certified Airline Transport Pilot with over 10,000 flight hours and is type
rated in six different Citation models.



Thomas B. Chapman
Board Member, National Transportation Safety Board

Thomas B. Chapman took the oath of office as the 46th Member of
the National Transportation Safety Board on January 6, 2020.
Member Chapman has spoken extensively on the Safe System
Approach to highway traffic safety, alcohol and drug impairment,
and rail worker and highway-rail grade crossing safety.

Prior to joining the Board, Member Chapman served six years as
minority counsel to the Senate Subcommittee on Aviation & Space. He engaged in a broad
range of issues, including the bipartisan effort to pass comprehensive legislation
reauthorizing the Federal Aviation Administration, the Transportation Security
Administration, and the NTSB. In total, Member Chapman has four decades of experience
in government, legislative, and regulatory affairs in the transportation industry.

Member Chapman previously served as US Airways’ vice president for government affairs,
responsible for outreach on all federal policy initiatives. Prior to joining US Airways, he was
legislative counsel for Southwest Airlines. His work in the airline industry spanned
approximately 16 years.

Earlier in his career, Member Chapman was senior vice president for government and
technical affairs for the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association. His time in that role capped
a 17-year tenure at the Association, beginning in 1981. While at AOPA, he held a variety of
policy and safety related positions. He also earned his private pilot certificate and regularly
enjoyed the opportunity to improve his skills, flying out of AOPA’s home base airportin
Frederick, Maryland.

Because of Member Chapman’s practical experience in the aviation industry, an awareness
and sensitivity to a pervasive culture of safety is imbedded in his approach. He brings that
perspective to key challenges facing the NTSB, including advances in automation and the
development of autonomous vehicles, meeting the expectations stemming from NTSB’s
reputation as the world’s premier transportation safety organization, and the importance of
recruiting and retaining the skilled team members on which the work of the agency is highly
dependent.

Member Chapman considers public service to be a responsibility for those who have
benefitted from professional life in the private sector. Appointment to the NTSB is a
rewarding opportunity for Member Chapman to apply his experience and skills in a role
allowing him to continue giving back through public service.

Member Chapman is a graduate of the American University Washington College of Law in
Washington, D.C. He earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in music from C.W. Post College in
Greenvale, N.Y.



John DelLeeuw
Board Member, National Transportation Safety Board

John DelLeeuw took the oath of office as the 49th member of NTSB
on March 16, 2026.

Member DelLeeuw brings more than three decades of experience in
aviation operations, safety management, and accident
investigation.

Before joining NTSB, Member DelLeeuw served as managing director of safety and
efficiency at American Airlines, where he oversaw the airline’s safety assurance programs,
including Flight Operations Quality Assurance (FOQA), Aviation Safety Action Program
(ASAP), Line Operations Safety Audit (LOSA), fatigue risk management, and other initiatives
supporting the airline’s safety management system. He also led air safety investigations
and emergency planning and response activities.

Over his 33-year flying career, Member DelLeeuw has accumulated more than 19,000 flight
hours and served as a Boeing 787 captain flying domestic and international operations. He
also flew the Boeing 727 and MD-80 and served as the airline’s party coordinator during
NTSB investigations.

Earlierin his career, Member DeLeeuw was a pilot in the U.S. Air Force, where he flew the
C-130 Hercules as an instructor and evaluator pilot. His military service included
operations during Desert Storm and special operations missions supporting U.S. Army
Special Forces and Navy SEAL teams.

Member DelLeeuw earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the
University of Arizona and a master’s degree in operations management from the University
of Arkansas. He also completed graduate studies in aviation safety and security at the
University of Southern California, Viterbi School of Engineering.



Technical Panel

Chihoon Shin
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator

Chihoon Shin joined the NTSB in July 2012 as an aerospace engineer in the Aviation
Engineering Division, Office of the Aviation Safety, focusing on investigating airworthiness
issues in helicopter incidents and accidents. In August 2025, he joined the Air Carrier and
Space Investigations Division in the Office of Aviation Safety as a senior aviation accident
investigator. He is based out of NTSB headquarters in Washington, District of Columbia.

Prior to the NTSB, Chihoon worked for the Department of the Navy at the Naval Air Systems
Command (NAVAIR) in Cherry Point, North Carolina. He was a transmission system
engineer for the US Navy’s H-60 Seahawk helicopter. His duties at NAVAIR Cherry Point
focused on in-service support for H-60 transmission systems, including investigations of
component failures and providing engineering assistance for H-60 mishap investigations.

Chihoon received a Bachelor of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering from the Georgia
Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia.

Nils Johnson
Aviation Accident Investigator — Maintenance

Nils Johnson joined the National Transportation Safety Board in January 2024 as an Aviation
Accident Investigator (Maintenance) within the Office of Aviation Safety, Engineering
Division. He is responsible for air carrier maintenance aspects of accident and incident
investigations.

Prior to joining the NTSB, Mr. Johnson accumulated nearly 30 years of experience in
commercial aviation, holding positions with passenger airlines, air cargo carriers, business
aviation operators, and FAA-certified repair stations. His career includes progressive
leadership roles such as fleet engineer, liaison engineer, manager of quality assurance and
CASS, chief inspector, director of maintenance, and director of quality.

Mr. Johnson has held FAA Airframe and Powerplant certifications since 1995. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in Aeronautical Technology from Purdue University and an associate
degree in Business Administration from the University of Cincinnati.



Katherine A. Wilson, Ph.D.
Senior Human Performance Investigator

Dr. Katherine A. Wilson is a Senior Human Performance Investigator with the Office of
Aviation Safety at the National Transportation Safety Board. She joined the Board in 2008
and has supported over 80 domestic and international accidents and incident
investigations.

She is currently serving as the human performance chairman on the investigation involving
a UPS MD-11 near Louisville, KY in November 2025. Previously, she has supported the
midair collision between a US Army helicopter and a PSA Airlines CRJ in Washington, DC,
heliski accident in Palmer, Alaska, and the Boeing 737-MAX investigations in Jakarta,
Indonesia, and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Dr. Wilson holds a Ph.D. in Applied Experimental
and Human Factors Psychology and a M.S. in Modeling and Simulation, both from the
University of Central Florida, and a B. S. in Aerospace Studies from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University.

Clinton Crookshanks
Aerospace Engineer — Structures

Mr. Clinton Crookshanks joined the NTSB in February 2002 as an Aerospace Engineer
specializing in the structural aspects of aviation accidents from large transport category
airplanes to small general aviation airplanes and helicopters in the Office of Aviation
Safety’s Aviation Engineering Division. Clint began his aviation career in 1994 with Rocky
Mountain Propellers as a propeller technician and subsequently worked for The Boeing
Company as a dynamic flight loads engineer and Winglet Systems, Inc., as a senior product
support engineer.

Clint received his BS in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Nevada, Reno in
1993 and his MS in Aerospace Engineering Sciences from the University of Colorado —
Boulderin 1997.



Elouisa Oki
Aerospace Engineer — Structures

Mrs. Elouisa “Eli” Oki joined the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in 2025 as an
Aerospace Engineer in the Office of Aviation Safety, Engineering Division. She specializes in
the structural aspects of aviation accident and incident investigations.

Prior to joining the NTSB, Mrs. Oki worked for Hawaiian Airlines, where she held technical
and leadership roles in aircraft maintenance, structural engineering and operational
management.

Eli received her Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Hawai’i and holds an FAA Airframe and Powerplant license and a private pilot license.

Caleb Wagner
Aerospace Engineer - Aircraft Systems

Mr. Caleb Wagner joined the NTSB in 2024 as an aerospace engineer who investigates
aircraft systems for the Office of Aviation Safety. Before joining the NTSB, Caleb worked for
11 years as an aerospace and mechanical engineer for the U.S. Air Force, specializing in
aircrew safety systems and accident investigation. Most recently, he participated in the
USAF's Engineer and Scientist Exchange Program, spending three years with the German
Air Force’s Working Group for Technical Investigations in Erding, Germany. During this time,
he also was a researcher in the Failure Analysis Laboratory at the German Air Force’s
Research Institute for Materials, Fuels, and Lubricants.

Prior to that, Caleb led the Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base in Ohio, where he conducted engineering investigations of more than 30 aircraft
mishaps for USAF Safety Investigation Boards. He also worked in the Air Force’s Materials
and Textiles Laboratory, the Battlespace Acoustics Laboratory, and for the Air
Transportability Test Loading Activity.

Caleb earned a master’s degree in mechanical engineering from Purdue University and a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from Cedarville University. He is a graduate of
the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center. He is also a licensed professional
engineer.



Sunchet Saoji
Aircraft Systems Investigator

Mr. Sunchet Saoji joined the National Transportation Safety Board in 2025 as an Aerospace
Engineer (Systems) in the Office of Aviation Safety, Aviation Engineering Division.

Prior to joining the NTSB, Sunchet was a Senior Systems Engineer at Collins Aerospace
working on design, development, and testing of avionics and communications programs
for both commercial and military fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft. Sunchet started in the
commercial flight management systems department working on a software application for
an air transport airplane, business jets, and foreign military airplanes. Sunchet performed
requirements development and testing in system integration labs. He then moved to the
military flight management department where he led the execution of flight management
development programs for US military aircraft. He performed requirements development,
presented design reviews to customers, completed testing in a system integration lab, and
approved releases of software and documentation. Sunchet also led the integration and
testing of a radio upgrade for a US military customer and contributed to other
communications programs.

Sunchet holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of lowa and a
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering with a minor in Forensic Sciences from
Purdue University.





