
TxDOT SSO Program 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is designated as the State Safety Oversight 

Agency (SSOA) in Texas responsible for carrying out the functions of the federal State Safety 

Oversight (SSO) Program to oversee and enforce the safety of the rail transit agencies (RTAs) 

within the state.  

TxDOT’s SSO Program authority applies to each RTA located within the state of Texas that is 

operated for public transportation and not subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad 

Administration (FRA), or any such system in the engineering or construction phase. Such 

agencies shall include rapid rail, heavy rail, light rail, monorails, trolleys, inclined planes, 

funiculars, and automated guideways. 

The RTAs in Texas qualifying for SSO oversight include: 

1. Dallas Area Rapid Transit – DART 

2. City of Dallas - Dallas Streetcar – DSC 

3. McKinney Avenue Transit Authority – MATA 

4. Houston METRO 

5. City of Galveston – Galveston Island Trolley – GIT 

6. City of El Paso – El Paso Streetcar – EPSC 

7. Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Austin area) – CapMetro 

• General Responsibilities: 

- Creating and updating the TxDOT SSO Program Standard 

- Reviewing and approving Agency Safety Plans 

- Providing safety oversight of the RTA 

- Conducting triennial audits of the RTA 

- Reviewing RTA capital projects 

- Submitting annual reports to the RTA 

- Conducting risk-based inspections 

• Program Requirements: 

- Reviewing safety event investigations 

- Reviewing and approving Corrective Action Plans (CAPs) 



- Monitoring hazards management oversight 

- Meeting with RTAs semi-annually 

Applicable Federal Regulations 

• 49 CFR Part 671 – Rail Transit Roadway Worker Protection 

• 49 CFR Part 672 – Public Transportation Safety Certification Training Program 

• 49 CFR Part 673 – Public Transportation Agency Safety Plans 

• 49 CFR Part 674 – State Safety Oversight 

 


