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A ACCIDENT  

Location:  Dallas, Texas 
Operator:  Dallas Area Rapid Transit  
Incident Type: Electrical Train Fire 
Date:  July 30, 2025 
Time:  3:30 PM 
Light Rail Train: 81  
Vehicles Involved: Lead LRV 204; Second LRV 258 

B SUMMARY 

On July 30, 2025, about 3:33 p.m. local time, northbound Dallas Area Rapid  
Transit (DART) Train 81 came in contact with an overhead catenary wire in the Portal 
Interlocking, resulting in electrical arcing and fire on the Orange Line train in Dallas, 
Texas. Of the 20 passengers on board, 11 suffered minor injuries, including 3 who 
were transported for treatment at local hospitals. Visibility conditions at the time of 
the accident were clear with no precipitation; the temperature was 100°F. 

 
Train 81 consisted of two light rail vehicles (LRV 204 and 258) and was 

traveling from Dallas Fort Worth Airport Station to Parker Road Station. As the train 
approached Portal Interlocking the operator slowed the train to 10 mph as required 
by a temporary speed restriction placed at Portal due to catenary system hanger 
issues. The train operator stopped the train when he saw the arcing and passengers 
self-evacuated to the walkway adjacent to the track. At the same time the train 
controller was alerted of deenergized catenary and began to attempt to contact train 
81. 
 
At the time of the accident, a traction electrification system (TES) and overhead 
catenary system (OCS) provided 850 volts of direct current for train propulsion 
power. The OCS power was supplied from TES power substations at the ends of each 
segment of track. When the catenary wire contacted the train, it began arcing and a 
fire started. The arcing lasted about 11 minutes. The catenary wire remained 
energized until a DART employee de-energized the electrical circuit breakers that 
were supplying the OCS with power.  

 
 


