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Fw: Brittany Westhoff statement of events of 4-9-2025

Date Sun 4/13/2025 1:46 PM

FYIl. Witness statement from resident that lives on Franklin Street.

Troy A. Lloyd; WSO CSSD/TSSP

Railroad Accident Investigator

National Transportation Safety Board
(cell)

From: Troy Loy

Sent: Sunday, April 13, 2025 3:45:40 PM

To: Brittany Westhoff >
Cc: >

Subject: Re: Brittany Westhoff statement of events of 4-9-2025
Thank you, Brittany for your response.
Troy A. Lloyd

National Transportation Safety Board

Troy A. Lloyd; WSO-CSSD/TSSP
Railroad Accident Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board




Sent: Sunday, April 13, 2025 12:33:27 PM

To: Troy Lloyd >
Cc: >

Subject: Brittany Westhoff statement of events of 4-9-2025

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

April 9th, 2025
1:30p | spoke to a worker with United Fiber regarding the placement of their utility box placement in my yard and if | would like my

concrete blocks just hauled away while his crew was down the alleyway digging and working on running the fiber underground behind the
funeral home and on the other side of 18th st in the alleyway

About 3:30 4pm Taking my 4yr old son and a 5yr old boy | babysit for outside to play after school they noticed a fire truck blocking the
road on 18th St. We decided to walk down Franklin sidewalk to see the fire truck. | then noticed an officer there with Liberty gas Company
trucks and a faint smell of the natural gas in the air. So | walked back down to my backyard to let the boys on the trampoline and the
United Fiber worker was sitting in his truck. | asked what was up, and he said they had hit the gas line. | asked if we should leave and he
said he was unsure. Then | proceed to watch the fire truck pull away, more Liberty trucks and United Fiber trucks come and go. Thinking ok
maybe it's taken care of since no officials came to tell us to evacuate the area.

About 7:45 8p I'm sitting on my floor in front of my window in my bedroom on the second floor East front side of the home stretching
(my 4 kids & 1 friend of theirs in their rooms and living room on the main floor). All of a sudden | get blasted back and pelted with glass in
the face. | look up in shock and see a cloud of fire and smoke over the top of my neighbors house. | immediately jump up and scream to
my kids to get out of the house thinking my house may have been on fire as well. They all got out the back door in the kitchen. Realizing |
was bleeding from my face | got paper towels and assessed my kids to make sure no one else had serious injuries and all accounted for.
Made sure the house wasn't on fire and a Liberty worker ran in to test to make sure | had no leaks. | then instructed my teenage sons (18 &
15) and preteen (11yr old) to quickly get shoes and shirts/ hoodies on and grab for my 4yr old as well. | too went back in and quickly
grabbed those items and important documents. | then instructed my 18yr to call my parents. And instructed all them to go out the front
and load up into the car and find the cat inside. Loaded all of my kids, dog (which had been in the kennel outside) and cat into the car and
got it down to 17th st out of the way.

Sitting on 17th st | then approached EMS to look at my bleeding face. Got into the ambulance, EMS assessed my injuries and informed me
to get stitches. She helped clean me up as much as she could and gave me gozes to help with bleeding. Asked if | wanted them to take me
| said no.




| then got out and walked over where the other EMS and officer Haygood were standing to watch and pray the fire crews kept the fire that
had spread to my neighbors house off of my home.

Sometime after 9p- Once | knew that it was saved from the fire | then had my kids go to my ex-husbands (Aaron Eades) house and my
parents took me down to the ER to get stitches.

The ER took me back to the room, cleaned and proceeded with 4 stitches across the bridge of my nose and one on my cheek. Nurses told
me the family in the house that exploded were being transferred with critical burns, and the boy passed away instantly in the blast.
Sometime around 11p- Was discharged from ER and proceeded to my house to gather other items once okayed to go back in by the fire
department and then proceeded to the ex-husbands to get my kids and animals and head to my parents house in Buckner, MO.

April 10th, 2025

12am- Received a call from Red Cross rep Allie to get me in touch with a board up crew and see if my family and | were in need of
anything else.

1am- Call with Dave from 1—800- with verbal consent to board up my home as soon as they were cleared to do so

8:30a- Call with Dave to verify they were cleared. And started an insurance claim

10a- My family and | returned to meet Dave and his crew and met with roofing contractor Green Hills to assess damages, avoiding all
media. City clean up crew were able to get the shrapnel off my roof for me. Gave info to the Captain of Lexington PD and officer Haygood
incase of needing my contact info regarding anything. Gathered some other personal items from my home and returned to my parents
home in Buckner by 4p.

April 11th, 2025

10a- Met with Cody Fiedler for my electrical issue from blast and debri clean up, along with cleaning vendors and other vendors from my
insurance for assessments. Was able to speak with some of the surrounding neighbors to hear their point of views and check on their
conditions, Several saying the same thing that they checked with the officials of liberty gas and officers etc if we needed to evacuate and
they too were told no. Also spoke with Troy with NTSB and police chief Coen about porch cameras, protocols proceeding forward if this
kind of situation arises again to keep everyone safe and what to be aware of when it comes to natural gas. Also spoke to Pastor Sanders
about counseling resources if it is needed for my family and I. Everyone | had spoken to all offered if my family and | needed anything to
reach out (Great community) while all Liberty crews were out working diligently on repairs and fire dept & city cleaning crew clearing
debri.

If you need any further details or any other information feel free to reply to email or call or text my number_

Appreciate you!
Brittanv M. Westhoff
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