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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(4:08 p.m.) 2 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  We are on the record at 4:08 p.m. local 3 

Central Time. 4 

 MR. LLOYD:  All right.  Good afternoon.  My name is  5 

Troy Lloyd.  I'm with the National Transportation Safety Board. 6 

Today is April 15th, 2025, and we are conducting an interview with 7 

Police Sergeant Michael Turk with the Lexington, Missouri, Police 8 

Department.  This interview is being conducted at the City of 9 

Lexington, Missouri, fire station.   10 

 This interview is in connection with the April 9th, 2025, 11 

natural gas explosion and subsequent fire that occurred at  12 

1717 Franklin Avenue located in Lexington, Missouri.  The 13 

explosion resulted in one fatality to a minor child and critically 14 

injured another minor child and one adult.  The NTSB Accident 15 

Reference Number for this accident is PLD25LR004. 16 

  The purpose of this investigation is to increase safety, 17 

not to assign blame, fault or liability.  NTSB cannot offer any 18 

guarantee of confidentiality or immunity from legal or certificate 19 

actions. 20 

  A transcript or summary of the interview will be placed 21 

into the public docket. 22 

  The interviewee can have one representative of the 23 

interviewee's choice.  Do you want any type of legal 24 

representation, Mike? 25 
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 MR. TURK:  No, sir. 1 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  Thank you. 2 

 You understand the recording, the interview's going to be 3 

recorded.  You're going to get a copy of all stuff, the transcribe 4 

-- I'm sure Adolfo went over that with you, right? 5 

 MR. TURK:  Yes, sir. 6 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  Excellent. 7 

 So before we start the interview, we'll start with 8 

introductions starting with me and, then, we'll move to my right 9 

to Adolfo. 10 

 And when you introduce yourself, please state your name, 11 

first name, last name, spelling of your last name, who you're 12 

representing and your title.  I'd like to remind everybody, speak 13 

clearly so we can get an actual recording for the transcriber.  14 

I'm going to start with myself and we'll go around.   15 

 Again, my name is Troy Lloyd.  The spelling of my last name 16 

is L-l-o-y-d.  And I'm with the NTSB, and I am the Emergency 17 

Response Group chairman for this accident. 18 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  My name is Adolfo Rodrigues.  The spelling of 19 

my last name is R-o-d-r-i-g-u-e-s.  And I'm with the National 20 

Transportation Safety Board; I'm an accident investigator. 21 

 MR. TURK:  My name is Michael Turk.  The spelling of my last 22 

is T-u-r-k.  I work for the City of Lexington, Missouri, Police 23 

department.  My title is sergeant. 24 

 MR. LLOYD:  Sergeant Turk, I appreciate you being here on 25 
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short notice.  We just saw Josh today out in the parking lot and I 1 

told him, you know, we wanted to talk to one of his officers that 2 

were first on scene, you know, just give us a rundown on what took 3 

place, what you seen, what you smelled and what you saw, what was 4 

taking place, your perspective, things of that nature. 5 

INTERVIEW OF MICHAEL TURK 6 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 7 

Q. So I'm going to get things started, it sounds like you 8 

already started before the interview, but give me a little bio of 9 

yourself, how long you -- how you started with the police 10 

department, how long you been, where were you at before, how'd you 11 

come to Lexington, and take it away. 12 

A. Okay.  Born and raised in Lee's Summit, Missouri.  Graduated 13 

high school in 1994.  Went to Central Missouri State University of 14 

Warrensburg, got a criminal justice degree in law enforcement.  15 

Went to the police academy in 1999. 16 

 Got on Lee's Summit Police Department for 6 years, then went 17 

to Independence Police Department where I spent most of my  18 

25 years as a police officer before buying land out in Carroll 19 

County.  So I moved out to the land where I could have horses and 20 

chickens and live in peace, if you will.  21 

 I originally got on the Carroll County Sheriff's Department 22 

out there and, then, became chief of police in Carrollton.  And 23 

due to political reasons, things of that nature, my captain out 24 

there was offered a job over here in Lexington.   25 
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 I knew I had wanted to leave after being there for 3 years in 1 

Carrollton.  And Captain Hawkins brought me over here to 2 

Lexington.  That's how I ended up over here. 3 

Q. Excellent.  I think I met Captain Hawkins out on scene.  So 4 

thank you for that very good history.  I like a lot of years in 5 

law enforcement --  6 

A. Yes, sir. 7 

Q. -- police chief, all that stuff.  You definitely got all the 8 

bells and whistles. 9 

 Real quick, we know what happened out there, and this was a 10 

long duration from the time this boring head hit this four-inch 11 

gas main until the time of termination. 12 

 Talk to me about, I'm going to go strictly in, talk to me 13 

about that day on April 9th, you were on duty, right, when this 14 

happened? 15 

A. Yes, sir. 16 

Q. So you get the call of something's going down.   17 

 Take as long as you want, talk to me about that full day, 18 

everything you seen, everything you saw, who you interacted with, 19 

who was on scene, what the gas company was doing, what the fire 20 

department was doing, give me your timeline.  Take it. 21 

A. Okay.  I was working April 9th.  Officer Martinez was 22 

originally dispatched to the scene of the gas leak for traffic 23 

control.  At the time, I was not, but I was completing certain 24 

admin details at the station and working also on another admin 25 
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detail with Sergeant Carr, who is also with the Lexington, 1 

Missouri, Police Department. 2 

 I want to say, forgive me on my -- exact timeline, around 3 

17:30 hours, which is 5:30 p.m., Officer Martinez had called me 4 

over the radio and requested that I respond to his location,  5 

18th Street between Franklin and South due to the gas leak to 6 

assist him. 7 

 Upon my arrival there, he was explaining to me what happened.  8 

That a company digging for fiber optics had punctured a gas line, 9 

and there was a couple gas representatives there.  I remember one 10 

was a white male, one was a black male.  I did not get their 11 

names.  Officer Martinez did for the report. 12 

 They were walking around with their sniffers, you know, just 13 

checking the areas, trying to find out exactly where this gas leak 14 

was coming from which, from what I had heard them talking about, 15 

it seemed like at the time, they had it pinpointed where it was 16 

coming out from, which they figured which was a line running east 17 

and west between -- or underneath 18th Street between a private 18 

parking lot across from the funeral home and a alleyway behind the 19 

funeral home.  The funeral home's address is 1720 South Street. 20 

 So while they were doing that, they were waiting for 21 

representatives from their company to bring up a backhoe to dig a 22 

hole to try to patch this leak, and I'd heard from Maryville, from 23 

Sedalia.  I'm not exactly sure what location they were coming 24 

from.  It took a bit for them to get there. 25 
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 In the meantime, again, yeah, while we were standing there, 1 

you could -- occasionally, I could smell gas, then I wouldn't.   2 

 Officer Martinez had pointed out to me, there was a light 3 

pole.  On the east side of 18th Street by the private parking lot 4 

there, there was a metal pipe coming out of the side of it.  Part 5 

of the pole, I'm not sure what it's used for exactly, maybe to 6 

protect some of the conduit or something.  But you could see 7 

vapors coming out through that metal cover next to the pole there.  8 

He just pointed out, like, hey, look at that, you know.   9 

 And some of the workers had noticed that, you know, but they 10 

still -- there was no concern.  They didn't seem concerned, they 11 

seemed like everything was fine.  Gas levels were down to where 12 

they needed to be.  They were just waiting on the backhoe to get 13 

there to patch the leak. 14 

 So, you know, normally on stuff like that -- I mean, any gas 15 

leak I've ever been on for traffic control -- I mean, they're the 16 

experts, they're doing their thing.  We're there to assist them. 17 

And, at that time, you know, traffic control was our job to make 18 

sure people don't drive through. 19 

 Of course, at that point, probably within a half hour of me 20 

getting there, the street department brought out some delineators, 21 

and we were able to block off 18th Street completely to keep 22 

anybody from driving through. 23 

 So the backhoe gets there, is the next thing I remember, and 24 

they start digging their first hole which was in the private 25 
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parking lot east of the funeral home, just before South Street, 1 

right next to that pole I was telling you about that was venting 2 

that gas off. 3 

 So they start digging the hole there, and I'm -- Officer 4 

Martinez and I were probably 50 feet away or so, just kind of 5 

watching them do their thing.  They got down into the hole and -- 6 

I mean, from what I could see, nobody was in a panic, everything 7 

seemed fine. 8 

 And what their plan was is to pinch the gas lines.  I mean, 9 

I'm not an expert.  I always assume gas went through hard piping 10 

or something.  But these were, like, a soft -- almost reminded me 11 

of, like, what is that, PEX hose that people put in their houses 12 

that, you know, that it could be pinched and shut off. 13 

 They brought this device over, and they clamped it onto this 14 

hose or the gas line and tightened it down and it pinched it shut. 15 

 After they felt that they had pinched that side shut, they 16 

went to the other end, or the west end of this gas line, because 17 

they were figuring the leak was in between where they pinched both 18 

of them off at on the east/west running gas line. 19 

 So they went into the alleyway, which was directly just west 20 

of the, I'm not sure what it's called, but the machine that the 21 

fiber optic company was using to drill the hole. 22 

Q. The boring head? 23 

A. Yes, sir.  It was just right west behind it where they dug 24 

the second hole, and they dug it down to the gas line.  And just 25 
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like the first hole they dug, they pinched, used their device to 1 

pinch that off. 2 

 At that point, that's when I heard -- and I really don't 3 

remember who said it because there was a couple -- the first two 4 

representatives, a white male and a black male, they had the 5 

sniffers.  But, then, some older gentleman with glasses, kind of 6 

short, showed up.  He kind of -- he seemed like he might have been 7 

charge at that point.  But somebody had stated that it did not 8 

work.  They don't know where the leaks coming from, okay. 9 

 So, again, still, they didn't seem like they were in a panic 10 

or anything like that.  They just, they were confused on, they 11 

figured that was the only gas line.  They didn't know of any 12 

others in that area, was my understanding. 13 

 So they start -- so they go to dig a third hole which was on 14 

18th Street just north of the alleyway where they dug the first 15 

two holes.  They started digging there.  By that point,  16 

Officer Martinez and I had kind of moved up from there.  And they 17 

had stopped.  Again, there was a lot of going back and forth 18 

between the company workers or the gas guys.   19 

 And there may have been -- now, the fiber optic guys, they 20 

were all off to the side.  They weren't involved in any of that.  21 

They were just letting the gas guys do their job.  But, again, 22 

there were the gas employees and there might have been one or two 23 

representatives from something else.  I'm not sure.  But there was 24 

a lot of back and forth, going from each hole to hole. 25 
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 And, then, I had walked down.  You had the fire pumper -- 1 

well, Chief Martin, he was staged, he had his vehicle staged up at 2 

18th and Franklin, and he was making communications with the fire 3 

company, or with the gas company and the fire department just, you 4 

know, what do you need us to do kind of thing. 5 

 So I went down where the fire pumper was at, which was 6 

sitting in the private parking lot where the first hole was dug 7 

just east of the funeral home.  And the gentleman that come out 8 

that I told you actually kind of, like, he might have been in 9 

charge, kind of a shorter guy, and don't quote me on this exactly 10 

what he said, but it was something along the lines of, he received 11 

permission to play with live gas or do something with live gas.  12 

 Which struck me as something that maybe they have to get 13 

permission from a higher guy to be able to do.  I don't know.  It 14 

was something along them lines.  Don't quote me exactly, but it 15 

was something like that. 16 

 So, okay, well, he was doing his thing.  They go back to that 17 

third hole they're working on.   18 

 Well, before they go back to that, the gentleman that was in 19 

charge asked the fire department, in order for us to do this, we 20 

need a charged hose line.  Which the fire department charged their 21 

hose line, got it ready to go, started getting their bunker gear 22 

on and all that just as a preventative measure in case something 23 

happened. 24 

 So, at that point, Officer Martinez and I walked back up to 25 
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roughly the middle of 18th Street.  It was approaching 7:00.  1 

Officer Martinez gets off at seven.  I said, there's no need for 2 

you to be here so I he left. 3 

 So I'm just standing there.  I want to say one of the 4 

Hispanic workers from the company digging the fiber optic cable, 5 

he come over, a young man, just talking to me, just making small 6 

talk, you know, about life in general, if you will.  Nothing about 7 

the incident or the gas line or anything like that. 8 

 So I was 15, 20 minutes into it and, then, right around 7:30, 9 

Office Enloe, who's my night officer that comes in, Toni Enloe, 10 

she showed up, pulled up and come down to talk to me. 11 

 You know, a lot of times on the scene it's like that, you 12 

know, we're doing traffic control, you know, you just there and it 13 

gets boring so you make small talk with your fellow officers or 14 

whatever while the guys are down there doing their job. 15 

 So Toni and I are standing there talking and, I'll be honest 16 

with you, there was a third person there talking to us, and for 17 

the life of me, I can't remember who it was.  I really don't 18 

because it's leading up to the explosion.  I want to say it was 19 

one of the workers, maybe from the fiber optic company, but I'm 20 

not a hundred percent positive on that.  21 

 So we're standing there talking and we -- again, you got 22 

Franklin, you got South, 18th Street, the address 1721 Franklin, 23 

then, 1717 and 1711.  24 

 Well, we were standing basically just east of 1721, and the 25 
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grass on the east side of 18th Street when the explosion occurred. 1 

Q. Over at Mark's house, is that? 2 

A. I'm sorry? 3 

Q. I think Mark lives in that corner house where that grass is, 4 

right, Mark Neer (Ph.) or something? 5 

A. I don't know their names.  I didn't.  I didn't get -- other 6 

officers got the names of that.  I did not. 7 

 The yard, the grass we would have been standing on, their 8 

address is 1801 Franklin --  9 

Q. I gotcha.  Okay.  10 

A. -- where we were standing in the grass, just off -- you have 11 

18th Street, the sidewalk and, then, the grass.  We were on the 12 

grass.   13 

 Then the explosion occurred which, obviously --  14 

Q. You were right there? 15 

A. Yes, sir.  I think, honestly, probably what saved us was the 16 

1721 address, the house between us and the house that exploded. 17 

 But, obviously, that's -- so many things go through you mind, 18 

did this just really happen.  You see this massive fire ball shoot 19 

straight in the air.  A roof is coming right at us, part of the 20 

roof was. 21 

 So Toni and I start running back east towards 1801 to the 22 

privacy fence there as I'm looking back watching the debris coming 23 

at us.  And other people were running too that were on that side 24 

of the fence or that side of the yard. 25 



15 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 I remember seeing electrical lines sparking.  I thought they 1 

fell but, actually, the roof had hit the lines and just caused 2 

them, did something to cause them to arc really bad.  But I 3 

thought it had actually snapped them.   4 

 And I know in my experience with lines is that the ground, if 5 

you're outside or inside a certain radius, it could still shock 6 

people and stuff like that.  So, anyway.  Get to the fence, look 7 

around.  I'm not seeing lines down.  I remember asking one of the 8 

workers if he was okay.  9 

 At that point, Officer Enloe and I started running for the, 10 

towards the house that exploded.  As I'm running up, and I'm 50 11 

years old, I can't run very fast, she was a lot quicker than me, 12 

but as I'm running up, I look to my left to the south.  I could 13 

see flames shooting out of the ground where the original gas leak 14 

was at, and the firemen were down there with that charged hose 15 

line.  So I remember seeing flames coming out there.  And, then, I 16 

focused back onto the house that exploded.  17 

  And, of course, at this point, people are coming out from 18 

everywhere.  I remember some -- this family come out, it might 19 

have been from the 1801 house, come out yelling and screaming.  20 

I'm asking them, hey, just stay back because, I mean, I don't know 21 

if there's going to be a secondary explosion or not at this point. 22 

So I'm trying to get them to stay back, but I'm also focused on 23 

the house, running up there. 24 

 I see a gentleman running out of that house on fire, his back 25 
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was on fire.  By the time I got up there, I don't know if someone 1 

helped him or if he rolled around on the ground and got the fire 2 

out.  That was the father that lived in the residence.  His skin 3 

was melting off of his hands and you could tell he was severely 4 

burnt, stuff like that.  But he was more concerned, he kept 5 

yelling for somebody which, I'm assuming, was the young man that 6 

was inside the house that they found deceased later on. 7 

  But, anyway, Officer Enloe got up there before I did.  And 8 

his daughter, I believe she's 10 years old, she was naked.  I 9 

don't know if she was in the shower or what.  She had crawled out 10 

of the rumble and Office Enloe, along with a neighbor, had helped 11 

get her out of the house.  They picked her up and carried her 12 

across the street where they got her covered with a blanket just 13 

waiting for EMS to arrive. 14 

 At that point, the dad, we got him to the other side of 15 

street.  You know, there's people all around me.  They -- as I'm 16 

looking around, the house that exploded, it's laying completely on 17 

the ground and just demolished on the ground.  It's on fire. 18 

 The house immediately, 1721 to the east and 1711 to the west, 19 

clearly, the concussion from the explosion caused significant 20 

foundation damage, not foundation, but just structural damage to 21 

both of their -- because they're caved in, they're falling down, 22 

they're caved in and all that. 23 

 At this point, someone's yelling there might be somebody 24 

trapped under the rubble.  I'm looking around, but it's on fire at 25 
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this point. 1 

 At that point, I get on my phone, and I called my chief who 2 

lives in town, Chief Coen, and he responds, or I call him and I -- 3 

of course, the whole town felt the explosion.  As soon as he 4 

answered, I advised him, I need you here now, a house just 5 

exploded.  So he did his thing getting everybody else in route. 6 

 At that point after I got off the phone with him, I looked at 7 

the house to the west, which was 1711.  I had an elderly couple in 8 

there.  She was the elderly grandma or lady appeared really 9 

confused.  I mean, her house was caved in.  At this point, their 10 

house is starting to catch on fire. 11 

Q. That's the white house? 12 

A. Yes, sir.  The white house, yes. 13 

Q. Yes, sir.  Gotcha. 14 

A. So I run up the porch, and I start having to move some debris 15 

off that porch, and she's holding a small dog, I get her out.  16 

And, then, a neighbor had ran up, and I asked her if anyone else 17 

was in the house, she said her husband. 18 

 So I get her handed to the neighbor, he assists her down.  19 

And I go in the house yelling for, you know, the husband that's in 20 

there.  And he yelled back at me.  He was in there.  Clearly, he 21 

wanted to grab some important stuff, I guess, some paperwork, 22 

whatever, it looked like what he had in his hand. 23 

 So I get him.  There's another small dog laying on the floor.  24 

So picked that up for them, and I walk him out past the debris 25 
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along with the dog. 1 

 By that point, my chief had shown up, and he's running up to 2 

me, and he asked me to -- I needed to move my patrol car because 3 

we wouldn't -- originally, my patrol car was in front of 1721 and 4 

the street had the roof on it, it had cars.  We needed to get this 5 

stuff moved because we needed to get a fire pumper in there to 6 

these houses, the emergency equipment and stuff.  So I hand the 7 

dog to my chief.  I go and I move my patrol car.  I get back out. 8 

 At this point, I'm basically -- the house that exploded, 9 

1717, it's basically back, it's fully involved, the pile of wood 10 

on the ground and the other, 1721, 1711, are catching fire at this 11 

point. 12 

 So I'm helping the citizens that were there move -- because a 13 

good section of the roof was right in the middle of the road.  So 14 

we're all trying to drag this roof off and get it moved off the 15 

roadway, at least where we could get a lane open for the fire 16 

apparatus to come in. 17 

 The other neighbors, while I was doing that, I was watching 18 

them.  The homeowner, 1717, they had a blue Dodge Caravan minivan 19 

out there.  They got into it, somehow got it in neutral, they got 20 

it pushed up the street.  There was a Dodge truck which belonged 21 

to 1721, they got it pushed up the street.  So we got that area 22 

cleared pretty well to get the fire apparatus in there. 23 

 And, then, it was just, at that point, mainly just scene 24 

security, scene crowd control, trying to keep people back so they 25 
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don't get hurt.  I mean, I know everybody wants to try to get in 1 

there and do what they can but, you know, it's just going to cause 2 

more casualties and more people to get hurt trying to run into 3 

these fires. 4 

 And that was just total chaos because I -- people were coming 5 

from everywhere.  I swear people were just driving there just to 6 

see, you know, getting out -- I understand maybe they were wanting 7 

to help, but it was just making it worse on us. 8 

 And, then, at that point, the fire apparatus starts rolling 9 

in.  Lexington gets there, Higginsville, Wellington, Corder Fire, 10 

you know, they start bringing ambulances and fire trucks from in, 11 

all over to start trying to suppress the fire. 12 

 And, then, at that point, you know, I mean, it was -- I'm a 13 

smoker, I wanted to smoke a pack of cigarettes after that, quite 14 

honestly, but I was kind of waiting until we kind of had a lull 15 

and things were somewhat -- in fact, we ended evacuating a block 16 

east of -- on Franklin from 18th to 19th Street because the gas 17 

company was still, even though by that point, the gas was shut 18 

off, they were still picking up readings.  So we got that, the 19 

block evacuated going up that way. 20 

 And, then, myself and Officer Enloe were able to just go take 21 

a quick break, went up to Main Street where we had our cigarette, 22 

you know, and, then, come back down.  And, basically, again, just 23 

scene security, crowd control, let the fire department do their 24 

thing and try to keep people back. 25 
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 At that point, most everybody was gone as far as citizens.  1 

Most -- I mean, there was still the immediate people that lived 2 

there, but it seemed like most of the scene was gone as far as, 3 

you know, all the outsiders. 4 

Q. So you're there, Martinez, Officer Martinez, calls you? 5 

A. Yes, sir. 6 

Q. I met him Saturday.  And make a long story short, he lived in 7 

an area, I'm from D. C., him and I lived in an area about 12 miles 8 

apart back in 2012.  I'm talking.  He's like, I know where you're 9 

from.  I graduated from school here.  And I was like, man, you and 10 

I probably played football against one another so it was -- yeah.  11 

So it was one of those kind of stories. 12 

 You're there probably, I think you mentioned about five 13 

something, and he called you.  You're --  14 

A. Five thirty-ish. 15 

Q. So about 5:30, and you see this gas still spewing from the 16 

ground.  You and Martinez are talking, see it vaping up through 17 

the, past the telephone pole and all that stuff, or the light pole 18 

and all that stuff.  And, then, 2 hours later or so, you get this 19 

explosion, right?  20 

A. Yes, sir. 21 

Q. Was there any type of thought of a plan that with all this 22 

stuff going on, I can smell it, this stuff, let's get these people 23 

out, let's start an evacuation grid of Franklin, maybe  24 

South Street, up to 17th to 19th or something like that, I'm just 25 
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-- was any thoughts or any procedures that even state anything 1 

like that? 2 

A. No, sir. 3 

Q. Okay.  4 

A. There was no talk of that with anybody there. 5 

 Of my 25 years in law enforcement, we've only evacuated when 6 

we were told to by a gas company or things of that nature.   7 

 The only time really law enforcement would evacuate 8 

themselves and call it an evacuation is on an active shooter 9 

and/or barricaded subject that's armed and usually we tell people 10 

to either shelter in place or to evacuate. 11 

 But on something like that, we'd only do it if we're told to 12 

assist with it. 13 

Q. So you guys are more discretion of working with the gas 14 

company, if they want to evacuate; or more of the fire department, 15 

this is more of a fire department-related thing, you'll wait on 16 

instructions from them as a policeman, hey, let's start getting 17 

people out of here, let's get together and start knocking on some 18 

doors. 19 

 So you would wait for instructions from either the fire 20 

department, since it's more of a fire department response, or a 21 

gas company rep going, let's start -- right? 22 

A. Yes, sir. 23 

Q. Okay.  Gotcha.  As I'm -- so did you notice anybody, did -- I 24 

mean, I think somebody said, I think, at 1721, they were sitting 25 
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on their back porch, I want to say at the time this house 1 

exploded, did you see those, did you see those people there?  Did 2 

you talk to any bystanders, like, could they smell gas in their 3 

house or --  4 

A. I never talked to -- the only --  5 

Q. -- could you smell it from where you were at or anything like 6 

that? 7 

A. The only people I ever talked to were the workers there.  I 8 

didn't talk to any of the bystanders. 9 

 There was a female out there with a grandchild and her dog in 10 

the yard.  She talked to some of the gas people that come up.  In 11 

fact, it was before I arrived there. 12 

 My understanding, they went into her house with somebody with 13 

a sniffer.  That's what I was told on the 1721 address.  Because 14 

she thought she smelled gas, they went in there with a sniffer, 15 

didn't find, didn't detect anything.  That's -- I had heard that 16 

later on. 17 

 But as far as anyone I talked to you, yes, just the workers 18 

at the scene, Officer Martinez, Officer Enloe, Chief Martin, the 19 

firefighters that were there, which was Kyle, can't think of his 20 

last name, and, then, Dennis, I don't know his last name either, a 21 

couple times. 22 

 And, again, as far as the smell of gas, yeah, I'd catch a 23 

whiff of it from time and other times I wouldn't.  It wasn't a 24 

constant smell, I mean, I didn't just there just smelling gas.  25 
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Just you could smell it.  You could smell it more the closer you 1 

were to the leak, down there where the alley was where they were 2 

digging their holes, you could smell it there.  But when I was up 3 

from it, maybe periodically I'd catch a whiff of it but, then, I 4 

wouldn't. 5 

Q. What was the weather that day, around the time you arrived 6 

and around the 17:30 hours to -- was it a clear day, sunny day?  7 

Was it windy? 8 

A. It was clear and sunny.  I don't recall it being windy at 9 

all.  It seemed like it was a still, it seemed like it was still.  10 

I don't think it was windy from what I remember. 11 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  Adolfo, what you got? 12 

 BY MR. RODRIGUES:  13 

Q. So do you recall, or do your officers, did they, you know, 14 

talk to you about any of the gas company's representatives, 15 

workers talking to them directly, giving them any type of updates 16 

as far as bringing some equipment? 17 

 I believe you mentioned earlier to address the damaged, you 18 

know, area and pipe, or did they talk to you at any point and tell 19 

you, hey, we're working on shutting off the gas? 20 

A. Well, they mainly talked -- most of that was done before I 21 

arrived there to Officer Martinez, what their plan was, if they 22 

were shutting off the gas. 23 

 They were bringing the backhoe in from some outside location.  24 

In fact, Officer Martinez offered to bring one our city backhoes 25 
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in from the street department to dig the hole, but they didn't 1 

want to do that.  They wanted their own.  I don't why.  I just, 2 

that's what I was told. 3 

 And, then, just being, and the time being down there hearing 4 

them talk, I mean, that's, you know, they were going around with 5 

their sniffers saying that the gas level wasn't that bad, and they 6 

were going to get it shut off, you know.   7 

 They just said once the backhoe got there, when it got there 8 

-- again, like I told you, they pinched the line off on both the 9 

holes on the east end and the west end and realized that, oh, that 10 

didn't work.  It was still leaking. 11 

 But from what I had heard that they didn't know about this 12 

north/south running gas line which was the one that was hit, what 13 

I was told. 14 

Q. So was there any conversations from the gas company with any 15 

of your officers that you know of as far as -- I know you were 16 

there for traffic control and that of specific areas they might 17 

have wanted you or any type of, you know, tasks to keep folks from 18 

getting near the actual site? 19 

A. Not to me.  It wasn't said, that was not said to me.   20 

Officer Martinez, they may have said something to him about that.   21 

 I know at some point they had to vent out the funeral home 22 

because they detected large levels of gas in it.  So they opened 23 

up windows and stuff like that to vent it out. 24 

 But as far as asking us to go around and evacuate or anything 25 
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like that, that was never brought up to us. 1 

Q. And did you talk to the fire chief?  I can't recall if you 2 

mentioned that you had conversations with the fire chief in 3 

between that time before the explosion upon your arrival, anytime 4 

in between that? 5 

A. I talked to Chief Martin, but it was just more just, hey, how 6 

you doing, you know, kind of talk.  I mean, it just wasn't -- you 7 

know, he's there doing his job, I was there doing my job, I mean, 8 

you know. 9 

 And, also, that's the thing too, I don't want to step on 10 

anyone's toes because on a scene like that, we're not the primary 11 

people.  We're there for traffic control and assist if you need 12 

us, you know, and I'm not going to get in their way when they're 13 

trying to, you know, protect what they got to on the fire side. 14 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 15 

Q. Was the fire department when you were there, between the time 16 

you got there and until the explosion, were they doing any type of 17 

evacuations or anything like that, knocking on doors, getting 18 

people out of Dodge, things of that nature; or was people pretty 19 

much still in place in a residence at the time? 20 

A. No.  There was no evacuation going on. 21 

Q. Okay.  Gotcha.  And I think you mentioned, the Lexington 22 

Police Department has nothing, no, like, emergency procedures on 23 

how to deal with a situation when a main gasoline, or main gas 24 

line struck, you guys don't have any procedures on that, really no 25 
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training on it, any kind of natural gas training?  1 

A. No, sir.  Chief Coen just came up with a policy. 2 

Q. Talk to me about that. 3 

A. Well, it's not -- he just started it because of the incident. 4 

Q. Okay.  I gotcha. 5 

A. But, no, there was not one before that.   6 

 But you also got to understand, the Lexington Police 7 

Department force, they were all fired basically and got rid of 8 

because of certain issues.  I don't know the cloak and dagger 9 

stories to it. 10 

 But, you know, so we're all -- I mean, I came last October, 11 

you know, so we're still trying to rebuild a department and get 12 

rid of a lot of the old stuff and bring more updated stuff in, 13 

updated policies and things of that nature.  So it's been a work 14 

in progress. 15 

Q. So what do you think the chief's working on as, you know, 16 

policy and procedure, any idea on what he's probably formulating 17 

together or something? 18 

A. Well, I mean, I would assume that he certainly, probably, 19 

getting advice from other agencies that might have the same 20 

policy, even the fire departments, on, you know, evacuation plans, 21 

how to work with the gas company, the fire department. 22 

 Again, this is not something that, in my 25 years in law 23 

enforcement, this never happened before. 24 

Q. What about outreach to Liberty Gas or Liberty Gas contacting 25 
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you guys, have they ever reached out to the department? 1 

 You've been, and I apologize, you've been with Lexington for 2 

how long? 3 

A. Since last October. 4 

Q. So last October.  So that little bit of time you've been 5 

here, last October, has any type of Liberty reaching out to you 6 

guys going, hey, you know, we'd like to give you guys some natural 7 

gas training, you know? 8 

A. No, sir. 9 

Q. Okay.  So no reach out, no actually kind of stuff from 10 

Liberty on training. 11 

 Do you know if anything has happened on you all's end and 12 

maybe called them and go, hey, what about coming in and telling us 13 

what this stuff is underground? 14 

A. No, sir. 15 

Q. Okay.  That's normal. 16 

A. That would be a question for Chief Coen.  I can't answer.  17 

Q. I'm actually going to start -- we're interviewing him 18 

tomorrow. 19 

A. That's above my pay grade. 20 

 MR. LLOYD:  Gotcha.  Yeah.  What you got, bro, Adolfo? 21 

 MR. RODRIGUES:   22 

Q. No.  I just, like Troy was mentioning as far as this new 23 

procedure there, was there any mention of also including the fire 24 

department or any type of communications with your fire department 25 
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partners on, you know, possibly coordinating any type of plans and 1 

procedures of how this could possibly be prevented? 2 

A. You lost me on -- are you going back to this policy that 3 

Chief Coen is working on? 4 

Q. Yeah.  He mentioned also including -- 5 

A. It hasn't been implemented yet.  He hasn't finished it.  I 6 

know he's working on it.  I mean, I'm not going to try to guess on 7 

what he's going to put in it or anything like that just yet. 8 

 I can guarantee, yes, there are going to be changes with how 9 

we work with, you know, the fire department and the gas company on 10 

something like this in the future. 11 

 But that's not for me.  That would be a Chief Coen question. 12 

Q. Okay.  Yeah.  I was just asking just to see if you knew if 13 

the fire department was also included in this, or was this just 14 

something that you guys -- 15 

A. Oh, I can guarantee they're going to be.  I'm sure of that. 16 

You know, we want to be able to work with every entity that we can 17 

to make sure something like this certainly doesn't happen again. 18 

 MR. LLOYD:  So the same question.  I usually end up, you 19 

know, asking this question.  We're going to be ending your 20 

interview here shortly unless you got more, Adolfo? 21 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  No. 22 

 BY MR. LLOYD:   23 

Q. I always tell everybody if you could turn back the hands of 24 

time, you know, go to that day, maybe bring it back a hour 25 
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earlier, would there be anything that you could see that the 1 

Lexington Police Department should have done or could have done, 2 

maybe Sergeant Turk could have done or should have done? 3 

 I'm just -- and that's just like, we like to, and I like to 4 

put that on record that, you know, if you could turn back the 5 

hands of time, everybody says, man, I wish I could go back, 6 

anything you see that could have been done better from the fire 7 

department, from the police department, from the gas company.  8 

Talk to us about. 9 

A. Well, I think everybody would say that we wish we were 10 

evacuated.  You know, that'd be about the only thing to do. 11 

 I mean, you know, my years, 25 years in law enforcement, when 12 

we get sent to something like that, we are just traffic control 13 

which keeps people from, bystanders and cars from driving in the 14 

area. 15 

 Until we get instructed to go further or do something further 16 

to assist, you know, it's not a law enforcement issue.  It's just 17 

we're assisting whoever's running that show, be it the gas 18 

company, fire department, things like that. 19 

 So, I mean, obviously, the only thing we have, wish you could 20 

evacuate, you know, you wish some -- I wish somebody would have 21 

thought of that, you know. 22 

Q. And that's always thing.  A lot of agencies, people in 23 

general, even the residents, I get it, don't know the dangers of 24 

methane gas and how it -- once it starts leaking, how that stuff 25 
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travels underground, that stuff that's goes --  1 

A. Well, yeah, nobody has that --  2 

Q. -- everywhere. 3 

A. Certainly, nobody really -- I mean, we all know gas, whether 4 

it be ethanol or natural gas or propane or whatever, it's 5 

dangerous by any means, and it will explode. Yeah, people don't --  6 

Q. They don't understand. 7 

A. You know, I mean, I figure when they had a leak under the 8 

ground, it was contained to that area, the way everybody was 9 

talking.   10 

 I wouldn't have imagined in a million years that it would 11 

travel its way up to a house a couple, or a block away. 12 

Q. Yeah.  That stuff follows conduits, cracks in sidewalks, 13 

underground. 14 

A. I mean, yeah, training everybody, getting training in it I 15 

think would be key, it would be huge so that we all understand and 16 

know. 17 

 Because I said to myself after that night, I'll never go on a 18 

natural gas leak again and not evacuate people.  And just stay and 19 

listen to them because, I mean, you -- they're the experts.  20 

 I show up on a call as a law enforcement official, people 21 

expect me to be an expert, you know, and handle, how to handle 22 

police calls.  I'm not a fireman, not a gas guy or anything like 23 

that.   24 

 I show up on something like that, the gas guys are there, 25 
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they're the experts, they got all the tools.  I'm putting my life 1 

in their hands thinking they know what they're doing.  I -- you 2 

know. 3 

Q. That's a good point. 4 

A. But, then, again, I mean, there are so many things that can 5 

lead up to a catastrophic event, you know, that people can't 6 

predict too.  I don't know. 7 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  What you got, bub? 8 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Just lesson's learned like Troy pointed out, 9 

what can we learn from something like this and how to better 10 

prepare, you know.  There's always some things that can be 11 

improved.  Training, outreach, things of that nature. 12 

 MR. TURK:  Sure. 13 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Yeah, definitely, protecting life, life 14 

safety. 15 

 MR. LLOYD:  Sergeant, that's all I have, brother. 16 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  That's all I have. 17 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  We can go off --  18 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Do you have any questions for us? 19 

 MR. TURK:  Oh, no, sir.  Nothing I can think of. 20 

 MR. LLOYD:  Did he get -- shoot us what you have for us.  21 

Anything for us, for the NTSB, any questions for us? 22 

 MR. TURK:  Oh, no, sir.  Nothing I can think of.  I'm going 23 

to definitely --  24 

 MR. LLOYD:  Sorry to take you off the street, you know, it's 25 
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just I was talking to Josh the day I was --  1 

 MR. TURK:  Oh, no.  You're fine. 2 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  I just want to get the people that were 3 

there, their first hand --  4 

 MR. TURK:  Did you need to speak with Officer Enloe? 5 

 MR. LLOYD:  We'll talk.  I'm sure it's probably going to be 6 

the same --  7 

 MR. TURK:  She's at midnight.  So she don't get in until -- 8 

well, she's usually here about 6:30 p.m. 9 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  What time she get off? 10 

 MR. TURK:  Seven a.m. 11 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  12 

 MR. TURK:  She got a little one at home so sometimes she's 13 

got to or get back or something like that, but she's very good at 14 

being able to make her time work and get the kid to her, the 15 

father or whoever. 16 

 MR. LLOYD:  Why don't you do, if you could do me a favor, if 17 

you do see her --  18 

 MR. TURK:  I'll see her tonight. 19 

 MR. LLOYD:  Any type of, and I'll take any type of reports.  20 

We'll get with Josh probably on that.  We're going to probably 21 

(indiscernible) him with any type of dispatch reports, run sheets, 22 

you know, from time of dispatch to time you got on scene.  I'm 23 

sure you guys did a police report on some stuff. 24 

 MR. TURK:  Yeah, everything -- yeah.  We have under the same 25 
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police report.  Toni's already done a -- it's her part of the 1 

report so there is a narrative that Toni has typed in there, 2 

Officer Enloe typed in there. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  So we'll get with Josh to get with that.  We have 4 

a deposit box for all that stuff. 5 

 But if you can get that officer, if she wants, if she could 6 

provide us a statement, just a written statement like you 7 

described in your interview, that way we don't have to, have to 8 

bug her and everything.  A written statement is fine.  I can give 9 

you one of my cards before I leave.  10 

 MR. TURK:  Okay.  Yeah. 11 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  And if she can write something down, she 12 

can email it to Adolfo and I that'll be good.  13 

 MR. TURK:  Sure. 14 

 MR. LLOYD:  And just that first take, you know, what'd you do 15 

when you got there, what did you see, what was going on, you know, 16 

up to the explosion, what happened after that, any lessons 17 

learned, things of that nature. 18 

 MR. TURK:  Hm-hmm. 19 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  It'd be very -- we'd appreciate it. 20 

 MR. TURK:  Yeah.  Okay.  21 

 MR. LLOYD:  I'm good. 22 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  I'm good too.  That's all I have. 23 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah. 24 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Good.  All right. 25 
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 MR. TURK:  Okay.  1 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  I'm going off the record at 4:48 p.m. Central 2 

Time. 3 

 (Whereupon, at 4:48 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 4 
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