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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(2:18 p.m.) 2 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  We are on record at 2:18 p.m. local time. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  Good afternoon.  My name is Troy Lloyd.  I'm with 4 

the National Transportation Safety Board.  Today is April 15th, 5 

2025, and we are conducting an interview with Fire Chief James 6 

Martin with the Lexington, Missouri, Fire Department.  This 7 

interview is being conducted at the City of Lexington, Missouri, 8 

fire station.   9 

 This interview is in connection with the April 9th, 2025, 10 

natural gas explosion and subsequent fire that occurred at  11 

1717 Franklin Avenue located in Lexington, Missouri.  The 12 

explosion resulted in one fatality to a minor child and critically 13 

injured another minor child and one adult. 14 

  The NTSB Accident Reference Number for this accident is 15 

PLD25LR004. 16 

  The purpose of this investigation is to increase safety, 17 

not to assign fault, blame or liability.  NTSB cannot, can't offer 18 

any guarantee of confidentiality or immunity from legal or 19 

certificate actions. 20 

  A transcript or summary of the interview will be placed 21 

into the public docket. 22 

  The interviewee can have one representative of the 23 

interviewee's choice.  Jim, do you have any type of 24 

representative, or do you want any type of legal representative 25 
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with you during this investigation? 1 

 MR. MARTIN:  I do not. No. 2 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  Thank you.  You do understand that the 3 

interview's going to be recorded, and you will be given a copy of 4 

that via an email, you good with that? 5 

 MR. MARTIN:  I understand.  Yes. 6 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  So before we start this interview, we will 7 

start with introductions starting with me and, then, we'll move to 8 

Adolfo.  When you introduce yourself, please state your first 9 

name, last name, the spelling of your last name for the record, 10 

and who you are representing and your title.  I'd like to remind 11 

everybody, speak clearly.  We're doing a recording.  It's just 12 

going to provide a better transcript for the transcriber. 13 

 MR. MARTIN:  Understood. 14 

 MR. LLOYD:  I will start with myself and go around the table. 15 

 Again, my name is Troy Lloyd.  The spelling of my last name 16 

is L-l-o-y-d.  And I'm the NTSB Emergency Response Group chairman 17 

for this accident. 18 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  My name's Adolfo Rodrigues.  The spelling of 19 

my last name is R-o-d-r-i-g-u-e-s.  And I'm with the National 20 

Transportation Safety Board.  I'm an accident investigator 21 

assigned for this investigation. 22 

 MR. MARTIN:  My name is James Martin.  Last name spelling,  23 

M-a-r-t-i-n.  My title is the fire chief of the Lexington, 24 

Missouri, Fire and Rescue Department. 25 
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 MS. KING:  And my name is Erika King, K-i-n-g.  I am the EMS 1 

director for Lexington Fire and Rescue of City of Lexington.  And 2 

I am here as an observer today. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  Thank you, guys.  So I'm going to start off with 4 

the questions. 5 

INTERVIEW OF JAMES MARTIN 6 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 7 

Q. So, Chief, talk to me about -- just give me a quick history 8 

of yourself, your bio, how you got into the fire service, how long 9 

you've been in it, and where you worked before when you come to 10 

Lexington and became chief, just tell me anything about you, tell 11 

me everything about you. 12 

A. I joined the Lexington Volunteer Fire Department in 1989, 13 

October of 1989, after graduating high school in May of '89.  14 

While in high school, my last semester, I attended an EMT course 15 

and became EMT licensed in June of 1989. 16 

 From there, I volunteered and responded to fires.  And in the 17 

day, that is how they filled ambulance shifts.  Even though it was 18 

separate departments then, the ambulance was housed in the fire 19 

station, and the fire chief was also the ambulance director.  So 20 

in order to work part time on the ambulance, they would take those 21 

employees from the volunteer fire roster who had EMT licenses. 22 

 So from there, I volunteered until March of 1990 when a  23 

full-time position came open.  So I maintained my volunteer 24 

position with the fire department but became full time on the 25 
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Emergency Medical Services, again, housed in the same department 1 

and basically ran like we do now. 2 

 I continued that on until I received my paramedic license in 3 

August of 1991.  In November of 1991, 3 months later, I resigned 4 

from the Lexington Fire Department which, at the time, was a basic 5 

life-support service, and I pursued employment with a city north 6 

and west of here, the Excelsior Springs Fire Department.  So from 7 

1991, I stayed in the fire service until I retired in May 2021, 8 

minus 1 year, I was in Iraq.  Had 31 years there. 9 

 And, then, at age 50, I could retire through the Missouri 10 

retirement system known as LAGERS. 11 

Q. Yeah, LAGERS. 12 

A. Yes.  So after retiring, I held a few jobs.  I went up to 13 

Alaska for a little bit as a public safety officer.  I drove a 14 

semi for Schneider Trucking. 15 

 And, then, landed at Lafayette Regional here in Lexington as 16 

a paramedic tech in the Emergency department.  I had intentions 17 

and designs to go to nursing school and become a registered nurse. 18 

 Prior to starting the nursing course, the fire chief position 19 

in Lexington opened up and in September 2022, the exact date, 20 

September 28th, 2022, I became the fire chief of the Lexington 21 

Fire and Rescue Department which, at this time, had been combined 22 

into one department from two previously. 23 

Q. Okay.  Yeah.  Thank you for that. 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. Describe the Lexington Fire Department.  It doesn't need to 1 

be -- the approximate number of members, type of apparatus you 2 

have, your first two (Ph.) square mileage and if you can hit on 3 

that, I'd appreciate it. 4 

A. Absolutely.  I find that to be a difficult question in 5 

Lexington so I'll begin with what the mission here is. 6 

 It is fire and rescue, emergency medical services, code 7 

enforcement and building inspections for the City of Lexington.   8 

And, then, we also, outside of that, run a transfer service, a 9 

medical transport service, by ambulance for the Lafayette Regional 10 

Health Center. 11 

 So when I tell you we have a roster of approximately 30, 12 

that's for a variety of roles here.  Some of them only do the 13 

transfer service, which is an on-call system; some of them are 14 

volunteer, as in, they're not medically licensed or certified, but 15 

they come in for fire-type emergencies; and, then, I think this 16 

not unusual from other places, the 90 plus percent of it is 17 

emergency medical responses. 18 

 The duty crew, full-time duty crew, consists of two employees 19 

per shift for a total of six.  So the crew comes on duty at  20 

6:00 p.m. and performs a 48-hour work shift which ends 2 days 21 

later at 6:00 p.m., and we have a total of six divided into three 22 

shifts. 23 

 In addition to that, Director King is full time, and I am 24 

full time. 25 
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 We have, as I said, some perform transfers only which is an 1 

on-call program that begins at 7:00 in the morning and ends  2 

18 hours later at 1:00 in the morning.   3 

 So they sign up voluntarily through an online subscription 4 

system and from there, if we can get it staffed -- that's a fairly 5 

new project that came online in February 2025.  We still have 6 

holes in the schedule at times, but when we can, and we're getting 7 

better, we staff that transfer system which alleviates some of the 8 

load off the duty crew and keeps emergency responders in Lexington 9 

for incidents such as this. 10 

 On the opposite of volunteer fire only, we have personnel 11 

here we call part time, and those are members who work this type 12 

of job, fire, EMS, full time just not in Lexington. 13 

 So they work elsewhere, but they live, you know, reside 14 

primarily in Lexington.  We're able to use them as essentially 15 

volunteers or paid call in the manner that a big city would hire 16 

them in full time. 17 

 And I would say that is the backbone of the actual 18 

department, the two on duty to us are invaluable, but that's one 19 

ambulance call away from being, you know, blacked out, level zero. 20 

 Without the volunteers that come in and assist, it would be 21 

the two of us.  And some days it still is, you know, even though 22 

they're around to help, they have to mow their yards, they have to 23 

go to the store, they have to take the child to the doctor, you 24 

know, errands have to be run. 25 
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 Some of them already working full time at their jobs plus 1 

overtime still donate and dedicate the time they can, but they're 2 

not at our disposable, say, like, a full asset.  So loosely based, 3 

two on duty for the 24-hour shift and, then, two on call anywhere 4 

local from up to 45-minutes away. 5 

 It's very flexible.  There are days we might have two locals 6 

that are on what I call the Ambulance Patient Transport program, 7 

shortened and abbreviated to the APT. 8 

 If we have two locals on the APT, we have extra help.  If we 9 

have two that are elsewhere, you know, they're in the city or they 10 

live that 45-minute distance, they would be paged in for a 11 

transfer and, then, respond here within 45.  So not someone that 12 

could immediately respond to, say, a car wreck or, like, a 13 

situation the other night and provide us any immediate relief.   14 

 We would go back and you have to utilize mutual aid for that. 15 

Q. So how much -- this is towards, again, the questions being 16 

asked.  Troy from the NTSB.  How big of a square, your first two 17 

square mile you think you have? 18 

A. Okay.  And, again, I'm going to have to double talk you --  19 

Q. That's fine. 20 

A. -- and make this very drawn out. 21 

 The city limits of Lexington who funds and finances and 22 

issues our paychecks is approximately 5.2 square miles.  23 

 The rural voluntary fire association subscription members, 24 

you have voluntary, which we're still required to cover, is a 25 
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rainbow, like, a half donut around Lexington which sits on the 1 

Missouri River, and that's approximately 55 square miles. 2 

 The primary ambulance response area, because there's nothing 3 

else out here, extends east about 14 miles past a little town 4 

called Dover and, then, extends south almost to I-70.  And that's 5 

just less than 90 square miles.  So on the record, I do not want 6 

to overdramatize it, let's say 88.9 square miles. 7 

 So the same mission, but the 5.2 funds it, the 55 receives 8 

primary fire service from us and, then, the 88.9, approximately, 9 

has a primary fire in the form of a volunteer fire district, but 10 

they rely on the primary ambulance transport to come from 11 

Lexington. 12 

Q. Okay.  So a lot of mutual aid help? 13 

A. We give a lot of mutual aid.  We do not receive a lot of 14 

mutual aid. 15 

Q. Really? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. So if you get a big structure fire, like, do you --  18 

A. Yes.  On the fire side, we do very well with it.  On the 19 

ambulance side, no fault of any provider, they, themselves, are 20 

inundated with responses.  We typically don't always get mutual 21 

aid when requested.  So she and I are on call 24/7 pretty much.  22 

 The volunteers I told you about that are part time here but 23 

full time elsewhere licensed, they step in and provide an 24 

invaluable resource for us and take a lot of the second out calls. 25 
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Q. Talk to me about, as the fire chief, your training history. 1 

 So if you want to go down through the list of what your 2 

training qualifications are from your NFPA, Fire Fighter I and II, 3 

and your HAZMAT stuff.  Give me the spill on that. 4 

A. The first Fire Fighter I course that I attended was in 1990 5 

here in Lexington.  You know, a few years later, the standards 6 

changed to what they are now so rather than try to hunt and peck, 7 

I reattended what, at the time, became a Fire Fighter I and II 8 

course. 9 

 From the Fire Fighter I and II, we certify in Missouri 10 

through the MU Fire Rescue Training Institute through the 11 

University of Missouri or through the Division of Fire Safety. 12 

 So the portable certificates, you know, something I would 13 

take to come work on the east coast all come through the Division.  14 

Those are Pro Board and IFSAC certified. 15 

 The MU is a more local state sanctioned and provided.  They 16 

issue fire school certificates twice a year.  They have a very 17 

fluent and progressive mobile training.  You know, they reach out 18 

to volunteer fire departments, small places like this, and provide 19 

local training under the auspice of Missouri University Fire 20 

Rescue training. 21 

 From memory here, Fire I and, then, I did Fire Fighter I and 22 

II.  I have Officer I and Officer II.   23 

 My Inspector I came from, I think TEEX.  I was in Iraq when 24 

it was taught remotely, but that came from Texas.  And, then, my 25 
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Inspector II came from the Alabama Fire College at -- at Shelton 1 

State University in Tuscaloosa -- I drove down there and attended 2 

that on site.  Can I provide a transcript of the MU? 3 

Q. Absolutely. 4 

A. They've got them all listed.  5 

Q. Yeah.  That's fine. 6 

A. I cannot remember them all here. 7 

Q. So the training transfers for the fire chief and for the 8 

responding members that responded on April 9th, we can get copies 9 

and a listing of all their training certificates. 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. And you did mention Pro Board so that's even better. 12 

A. Okay.  13 

Q. That's even better.  So thank you for that. 14 

A. Yes.  No problem. 15 

Q. So what about incident command training.  Your NIMS, your ICS 16 

through the National Fire Academy, talk to me about that. 17 

A. Oh, okay. 18 

Q. What level do you have with that? 19 

A. Starting at 100, I have all of them up through 820. 20 

Q. Okay.  So you got 100, 200?  21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. You got a 300? 23 

A. That's a -- the three and four, one of them is a 3-day class 24 

in person, one's a 2-day -- I have -- I went to Kansas City for 25 
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both of them.  Erika's scheduled for those but has not yet 1 

attended them. 2 

Q. And we can get transcripts of those as well, Chief? 3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. Okay.  Thank you. 5 

A. Absolutely. 6 

Q. All right.  So talk to me about your volunteer, how -- are 7 

your volunteers trained the same way, they go to a State of 8 

Missouri fire school and get their NFPA and Pro Board certificates 9 

and all that stuff.  How's the volunteers trained here at 10 

Lexington fire station? 11 

A. We train our volunteers locally here. 12 

Q. Okay.  13 

A. Yes.  Members that work here part time or full time have 14 

those certifications. 15 

 So since I've been chief at Lexington, Captain Daniel King 16 

has hosted two Fire Fighter I and II courses, you know, at the 17 

state level of certification in the Division of Fire Safety. 18 

Q. Okay.  19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. So you have your own in house -- you can actually get one of 21 

your members to do a training course in house, and they would get 22 

a certified fire training certificate, Fire Fighter I, Fire 23 

Fighter II, that can be Pro Board? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. Excellent.  That's good that you have that --  1 

A. And that's (indiscernible). 2 

Q. It's good you have that, the people to help you out with 3 

that.  That's unheard of in a lot of places. 4 

A. Okay.  5 

Q. That's very good.  So how's that turn out?  Do you get a turn 6 

out for volunteers that want to take that kind of training and 7 

stuff? 8 

A. I think so, you know, for a small town.  And that's in 9 

conjunction with the Wellington Fire Protection District. 10 

Q. I gotcha.  Okay.  11 

A. Yes. 12 

Q. So it could be --  13 

A. The two departments come together. 14 

Q. -- could be a couple of fire departments coming together, 15 

members from here, members from here and come together and you all 16 

would put on the training course? 17 

A. Yes. 18 

Q. Excellent. 19 

A. The head count.  I know Jude Buxton just -- he was a 20 

volunteer with us and went through the Fire Fighter I and II.  He 21 

pursued his EMT.  He's one of them that just got on at the Kansas 22 

City area. 23 

Q. Good deal. 24 

A. Just east of Kansas City is Independence, two towns but they 25 
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all run together like one big one.  And so, yes, he's a union 1 

firefighter there, and I believe this week, finishes his 2 

orientation of 6 weeks.  So, yes. 3 

Q. So what do you do to keep your volunteers -- I see a problem 4 

with volunteer fire departments that they keep them interested in, 5 

to keep coming.  So, you know, the volunteer now, the training 6 

requirements are so high --  7 

A. Yeah. 8 

Q. -- you know, it takes them so long to get there so they can 9 

ride the apparatus, they can do their real-life experience stuff. 10 

 Do you guys have, like, a pre-basic type of training that you 11 

come here, we'll teach you where the equipment is, we're going to 12 

teach you some pre-basic stuff, you know, we'll put you through a 13 

quick little fire 101 course, whatever, and, then, we'll let you 14 

ride while you're being fully trained until you get your Pro Board 15 

certificates?  How do you all work that out to keep your 16 

volunteers interested?  17 

A. As you described, that's the basic pretense.   18 

 We have online training through Target Solutions with  19 

Director King and with our fire training guy, that's not 20 

sufficient.  So in addition to the online training, we have in 21 

house in this room training.  Often times they go out in the bay 22 

and it's practical. 23 

 We don't want to hear how you would get somebody out of a 24 

car; we want to watch it.  You know, we don't want to hear the 25 



17 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

tourniquet was wrapped; we want to see it.  So, yes. 1 

 And, then, there's an annual skill, medical skills review, 2 

which is coming up.  We're about 2 months out from that.  So we do 3 

that annually. 4 

 Monthly, we have some type of in-person hands-on training for 5 

medical and fire. 6 

Q. Excellent.  And, then, luckily, they can get their NIMS stuff 7 

online.  That's how you guys do at your -- 800, 100, 700 stuff. 8 

A. Yes. 9 

Q. Excellent.  All right. 10 

A. And, then, we have a cadet program which is, I think, really 11 

up and running here in the last 6 months.  I mean, it's fairly 12 

new, but the best time to grab them, you know, they're young and 13 

fresh, and they're already in that education mind for going to 14 

school all day.  So if you teach them a good class, they can 15 

listen and comprehend.  16 

 So they do the -- a lot of them do very well with the 17 

medical.  When Erika has an instructor teach typically the younger 18 

men, but the women also, do well going out on the practical  19 

hands-on firefighting, you know, pulling the line, charging the 20 

line, how to properly position it, walking it out, reloading it --  21 

Q. Good deal. 22 

A. -- and, then, do it again, you know. 23 

Q. Yeah. 24 

A. Ladder training.  I have used ladders a lot for some reason 25 
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in my fire service career.  Ran a construction company I owned for 1 

about 10 years.  So ladder safety's the big thing with me.  2 

 But, you know, we have some ladders on order that are not 3 

here yet.  That's on the list of things to do this year is to 4 

increase our ladder training.  But we do very well with it. 5 

 Vehicle extrication. 6 

 Some of the complaints about the training, they feel like 7 

it's boring and redundant because we hit the hydrants, we flow the 8 

trucks, you know, pull the cross lays, and once you're done, you 9 

got to break it down, walk it out.  We go to --  10 

Q. It's bread and butter stuff.  It's your bread and butter. 11 

A. But that's where it's at.   12 

 So, you know, none of our -- we may not fight a lot of fire 13 

but none of that's sitting on the truck with cobwebs on it or mud 14 

from the last fire, nobody knows why they can't get it running.  15 

So everything is aged a bit, but it's all in service. 16 

Q. Gotcha. 17 

A. Yes.  Yeah, our pump operators, we're due for him also, one 18 

of our guys from Blue Springs.  So Kansas City, Independence, Blue 19 

Springs is just one of those guys that lives and that breathes 20 

fire pumps.  21 

 So he's been out once and he's due out again this year.  We 22 

go out to the high school where it's paved and safe, and layout 23 

the five-inch and get the deck runs running and the two and a 24 

halves.  We don't talk about how to pump a truck, we practice, and 25 
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everybody gets wet and everybody's tired at the end from reloading 1 

the hose, and that's how you stay proficient. 2 

 So over the winter, medically, our last practical in the bay 3 

was a cardiac arrest drill the director came and put on.  So, 4 

yeah, it's harder to train in the cold weather, not in impossible, 5 

but, you know, we're out of that now. 6 

Q. Okay.  7 

A. So starting at the cadets, working up through the volunteers. 8 

 And, then, again, our volunteers that stay on track with it 9 

generally achieve the Fire Fighter I and II level, or they're in 10 

some sense of study in for it still. 11 

 I know one of our full-time girls struggled with the HAZMAT 12 

operations exam, which is common in this part of the country.  But 13 

she didn't quit and just -- we haven't failed.  We just have not 14 

yet achieved it.  But she has everything else under her belt. 15 

 Of our full timers, in the last class, the young man that 16 

just got on in Independence, one of our paramedics and one or two 17 

of our full timers, I do not recall without researching it, are 18 

now Fire Fighter I and II.  And that was all done locally here by 19 

Captain King who you visited with earlier. 20 

Q. We're going to get into the nitty gritty.  So let's talk 21 

about procedures.   22 

 I'm sure that the Lexington Fire Department has the bread and 23 

butter procedures responding to a house fire.  You all have this, 24 

this, this, this first apparatus does this.   25 
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 So talk to be about your -- what procedures you have or 1 

guidelines, whatever you want to call them, standard operating 2 

guidelines, standard operating procedures, what firefighting 3 

procedures does Lexington have in place? 4 

A. All right.  On the firefighter, kind of reiterating the 5 

training.  The training follows the procedure. 6 

 Prior to retiring, I was a shift supervisor up north.  And I 7 

still just, say, just cringe when you watch a YouTube video and 8 

you could see the doors open on the fire engine and it's six or 9 

seven or eight minutes before anybody's flowing a line.  And I 10 

think who would do that, like, what kind of clowns do you have 11 

that, you know, for 6 minutes just allow something to free burn.  12 

And it's really big cities down to small towns. 13 

 So bringing it with me from before I retired, that's why we 14 

practice the hose lays so much and the hose deployments, and the 15 

pump operators are on it. 16 

 So we always establish incident command.  When in doubt, we 17 

pull a charged hose line, we wear a full gear and air packs, and 18 

someone will do a 360 walk around because that's the -- the 19 

probably on-par tie breaker, or close number 2, is you're 20 

wandering around in the front talking on the radio and fire's 21 

blowing out the back of the house, and nobody knew it until the 22 

mailman came up and told you. 23 

Q. It's on Charley Report. 24 

A. Yes.  We're not as good on the radio with it, but we always 25 



21 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

conduct a primary search.  Those ones where "everybody's out" and, 1 

then, oh, I forgot my kids had somebody spending the night or, you 2 

know, my cousin came in from Texas and we don't where she is.  So 3 

always a primary search along with the attack line and, then, 4 

water supply. 5 

 I always remember as a young man, you know, the Romans 6 

conquered because they had communication and water.  So we always 7 

establish a water supply of some sort. 8 

Q. Are these procedures in some type of written form so, like, a 9 

procedure for house fire response, a procedure for vehicle 10 

extrication, a procedure for confined space rescue, things of that 11 

nature?  Are they written down in a format, a three-ring binder or 12 

something? 13 

A. Yeah.  I appreciate the question.  And the short answer is 14 

no, they are not. 15 

Q. Okay.  That's fine. 16 

A. If I could expand? 17 

Q. Please. 18 

A. When I arrived here in September of '22, Director King came 19 

on board shortly after, we did have a three-ring binder with 20 

various fonts, bold, image, italic.  It seemed to be just a 21 

copy/paste document that really did not have much of anything. 22 

 We've since switched over to the Lexipol subscription.  And 23 

from the Lexipol, the -- like I told you the other day, I did not 24 

want to get in the middle of it now that there's an investigation 25 
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and it looked like we were altering something.  So the best I 1 

could tell from just opening it up, March 17th was the latest 2 

activity on that.  We sit and work on it as we have time.   3 

 Running -- well, last year, we bagged 1,587 responses with 4 

two people in a part-time crew.  So often times we're here all 5 

weekend, we're here into the night.  We don't forget about it.  We 6 

just get to it when we get to it. 7 

 But we've gone through the policies, and all the policies are 8 

out.  Director King has worked on the EMS protocols, and all of 9 

the EMS protocols are now loaded into the Lexipol and 10 

disseminated. 11 

 I began working on the procedures, and I've not had an 12 

opportunity to stay on it. 13 

 So I understand your question is, I know what you guys do, 14 

where is that written down. 15 

Q. Right. 16 

A. And we can look at, I can give you access to open it up.  I'm 17 

not sure if we have a whole --  18 

Q. That's fine. 19 

A. -- nothing I would brag about or say we absolutely have this.  20 

 And so what we run the most on air quality monitoring is 21 

carbon monoxide.  We have -- since I've been here, we've purchased 22 

single-hit carbon monoxide detectors for each ambulance bag.  The 23 

crews are required to take the bag in with them when they make 24 

patient contact with that.  If they were in an ideal 25 
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(indiscernible) environment, they would immediately recognize 1 

that. 2 

 The apparatus, when I started, we had one older detector they 3 

had in the kitchen and maybe it was charged and maybe it was not.  4 

Right now, each apparatus has a 4 gas detector.  And the charging 5 

station, we set up right out here where you can find it, you know, 6 

it's not stuck somewhere in a closet or back in the bunkroom.  So 7 

each apparatus has a multi-gas.  And, then, on top of that, we 8 

have a separate different brand stand alone, you know, multi-gas 9 

meter.  10 

 And so entering a residence, we can check with two separate 11 

monitoring machines.  So either the bag off the ambulance and the 12 

4 gas, or if we're using the 4 gas on a natural gas report, we 13 

have that, as well as this other brand, which name escapes me 14 

right now.  But we always have two sources of reference before we 15 

tell you it's safe to go back in there. 16 

Q. There you go.  And how do you guys calibrate your meters?  17 

Does your -- is your docking station, your bump testing type of --  18 

A. No. 19 

Q. So how do you get your meters bump tested? 20 

A. We have a company come and do it.  The sticker's on it. 21 

Q. Gotcha.   22 

A. But, yeah, I can --  23 

Q. So you got a calibration date that you go by? 24 

A. Yes, we do.  Yeah, and, then, a company comes and does all 25 
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that for us so that way, you know, it's been verified and 1 

assumably done correctly.   2 

 Yeah, we try to outsource all those things that, you know, 3 

could cause us a problem later. 4 

Q. So basically you guys are using, you're getting into the 5 

Lexipol training scenario, their programs, and it sounds like 6 

you're going to, the more of looking at the procedures online.  7 

 And Lexipol uses it and, then, take -- and knows and making 8 

them fit whatever fits best, you know, reformatting, whatever, 9 

that makes it fit best for your fire department, correct?  10 

A. Yes.  That's it.  So we got the policies out.  And, then, 11 

Director King got the EMS protocols finished, which was a chore. 12 

 And the next step is the procedures, like, specific 13 

procedures of how do we put the ladder up.  Our ladder testing, by 14 

the way, is also done, it's outsourced as well.  So our pump test 15 

and ladder test are both outsourced by two separate companies, but 16 

they are conducted annually. 17 

Q. Yeah.  And you guys, you're using Lexipol for your normal 18 

house fire response?  You're going to get a procedure out of 19 

there, formatted for you guys, the same as vehicle accidents, 20 

extrication? 21 

A. Yeah, the goal here, you know, is going to be, like, if we'd 22 

had a little more time when you ask for it, we could just give you 23 

the loading info.  You'd be able to see everything about us. 24 

Q. Understood. 25 
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A. We're not there yet. 1 

Q. So what about the natural gas response procedures,  2 

anything -- are using Lexipol for that? 3 

A. No.  We're really just using industry standard, which is what 4 

I did before I retired. 5 

Q. Okay.  Explain that to me, what's the industry standard? 6 

A. When someone hits a gas line in Lexington, we generally 7 

receive that through a 9-1-1 call, you know, where the tones go 8 

off, and we respond to a reported gas strike or an odor 9 

investigation. 10 

 From there, the duty crew will go in a fire engine and, then, 11 

an officer will respond and meet them there. 12 

 And so when we make contact with the homeowner, we want to 13 

determine medically if anyone's sick or ill.  And from there, we 14 

enter the residence, you know, after calibrating the equipment 15 

outside.  We turn the machine's on in the street where it's clear, 16 

get both of them ready to go and zeroed out, the oxygen's at 20.9, 17 

of course and, then, enter the structure. 18 

 If we're out in the county, you know, the propane settles.  19 

So we want to start at the top and go to the -- you know, where we 20 

think it's probably less going to more.  So in the county, we 21 

start at the top and the basement's last.  22 

 With natural gas in town, we start low and, then, you know, 23 

we enter the second floor and if we need to, pop the hatch of the 24 

attic and monitor the air from there. 25 
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Q. So what are the protocols when it's a natural, like, we had 1 

on April 9th, a large scale natural gas main strike, how do you 2 

deal with that?   3 

 Talk to me about your protocols, your response efforts, you 4 

know, how do you handle something like, and who would be -- where 5 

do you get your direction from or who's in charge, things of that 6 

nature? 7 

A. Okay.  We respond the same.  Again, there's only two of us 8 

here so the duty crew will respond.  And, then, I'll respond or an 9 

officer. 10 

 From there, we'll determine, you know, who called 9-1 -- 11 

usually it's a contractor, like, the city putting in a water main.  12 

And so the reports, and I've never verified, are usually an 13 

unmarked or improperly marked line. 14 

 And so from there, we'll determine, again, no one is injured.  15 

And if they still have the backhoe running, for example, we shut 16 

all equipment off and determine if there's any fire hazards or 17 

ignition possibilities in the immediate area.  I like to know 18 

where the wind's coming from or where it's going. 19 

 And from there, we get an ETA from Liberty Gas.  They are, 20 

the technicians are generally pretty quick here.  They're within 21 

20 minutes or so, 30 minutes. 22 

 And so determining the direction of the wind.  We can see 23 

where the, you know, where a hazard might exist. 24 

 The last one before this was in a newer subdivision.  So the 25 
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home that was affected was not occupied yet.  It was under 1 

construction and there was no other house nearby.  So with those, 2 

we simply standby and wait for the gas company.   3 

 Once the tech arrives out here, we work for them.  You know, 4 

they have the equipment, they have the expertise so what do you 5 

need from us.  And he'll look around.  And every time release us, 6 

hey, I'm good.  And, then, they use their own people for the 7 

support roles or for the mitigation of it. 8 

Q. So as of right now, really, nothing written in place for a 9 

natural gas response like that? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. Okay.  And you're --  12 

A. Yeah.  I'm going to say no and if something changes, I'll say 13 

yes later.  But I've not had an opportunity to look through it 14 

yet.  I know we have those --  15 

Q. Like, through the Lexipol? 16 

A. Yes.   17 

Q. Okay.  Gotcha. 18 

A. I know they have procedures in there, but, like, nothing I 19 

printed off and said, hey, here's how we do it. 20 

Q. Understood.  I gotcha.  So you're currently looking at one 21 

right now --  22 

A. Yes.  Absolutely. 23 

Q. -- or reviewing one to get on in place?  Okay.  24 

A. Yeah.  The gas and the carbon monoxide, you know, we run a 25 
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lot of, because it's more seasonal, but we run a lot of carbon 1 

monoxide emergencies.   2 

 So that's the other one I want to really roll up the sleeves 3 

and get to work on and make sure that it matches what we're doing, 4 

or if we need to change a response posture, we can do that. 5 

Q. What's your first initial actions if you would run something 6 

like that?  What would be the fire department's first initial 7 

actions, would it be apparatus placement, get the people out? 8 

A. Like this one the other day? 9 

Q. Yeah. 10 

A. Yes.  The one the other day, you know, we don't want to block 11 

the road until we know what's going on.  But it happened, there 12 

was a parking lot over, like, we were in.  So that's not the norm 13 

I would say. 14 

 But when I got there, the apparatus parked, and I came in 15 

from the other direction up at 18th and Franklin and parked.  I 16 

made contact with the subcontractor that was in charge of the 17 

boring machine.   18 

 And, like I say, you could hear and, then, see, like, the 19 

grass waving from the pressure of the gas coming out. 20 

 So before we got there, there was a police officer and the 21 

subcontractor, and I forget who, but one of them had gone into 22 

that funeral home, that two-story, white in color structure, is a 23 

funeral home.  There was no service going on.  But I think they 24 

keep a secretary there from time to time, and wanted to make sure 25 
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that it was vacant due to the proximity of the hit, you know, it 1 

was just literally right across the alley there. 2 

 I called the tech at Liberty Gas on my cell phone.  He said 3 

he was, this was about 15 minutes in, he said he was just taking 4 

the Lexington exit which would have been, he didn't say this, but 5 

it would have been off southbound 13 highway into Lexington.  So I 6 

gave him better directions on which way to come into the leak. 7 

 He arrived and looked things over and, then, said they would 8 

get to work on it. 9 

Q. Okay.  Was there any type of evacuation of the residents with  10 

all the gas spilling out? 11 

A. I know Liberty did not indicate that was necessary.  And so 12 

there was no evacuation by us anyway. 13 

Q. So you asked him, do we need to -- what did you --  14 

A. Yes.  Like, generically, what do you need from us.  And, 15 

then, he said we're all good or something, you know, of that 16 

vernacular. 17 

Q. So let's reverse back.  April 9th, start/from, I'm going to 18 

get on the day of the accident. 19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. Where were you at, were you at the station?  So this call 21 

gets dispatched at four --  22 

A. Fifteen-ish.  I think. 23 

Q. Something like that, 4:15, 4:19 something like that? 24 

A. It's on that timeline. 25 
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Q. Yeah.  So talk to me the time of dispatch, talk to me the 1 

whole process, enroute, what happens when you get there, who's on 2 

site, what was taking place, what you saw, what you smelled.   3 

 Talk to me about everything from the start of that dispatch 4 

until termination there. 5 

A. Okay.  The tones went off for a gas strike.  I was not in the 6 

station.  I was on duty.  I was elsewhere, not in the station. 7 

 The duty crew staffed Engine 1, which is our primary city 8 

response vehicle.  They responded to the known address and 9 

reported addressed of South Street, which is the address of the 10 

funeral home. 11 

 And so the entered the parking lot from South Street and 12 

positioned the apparatus there in the middle of the parking lot, 13 

which was empty at the time. 14 

 So I arrived shortly thereafter.  I came west from -- or east 15 

but from Franklin Avenue which -- so I would have driven past the 16 

explosion site and, then, parked my car at the intersection of 17 

18th and Franklin. 18 

 I parked in the right direction of travel basically and, 19 

then, went down and visited with them, the crew that is, you know, 20 

the subcontractor that was doing the boring, and he said he could 21 

feel the hit. 22 

 And, then, again, the boring shaft that was there, you could 23 

see gas blowing out of the ground, like, the grass moving around, 24 

that's starting to green up here.  And so -- and that's all he 25 
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knew at the time. 1 

 So they had shut their equipment off and, again, just looking 2 

at the area, there was no other persons around at the time and no 3 

other immediately recognizable ignition source. 4 

 And so at that point, I got ahold of Liberty Gas, the 5 

technician, by cell phone and let him know where we were and that 6 

the best route for him to bring in would be 18th Street.  And so 7 

we stood by for him. 8 

 A city police officer had blocked South Street.  So the 9 

parking lot between the funeral home and the street, a city police 10 

car had blocked that.  11 

 So that was that.  We stood by and waited for Liberty Gas. 12 

Q. Keep on going, sir.  They get on scene.  13 

A. Okay.  So Liberty Gas arrived --  14 

Q. Talk to me about the whole thing. 15 

A. Okay.  Liberty Gas arrived south on 18th Street, went past my 16 

vehicle and parked and, you know, did what -- he looked at the 17 

boring hole and just surveyed the area. 18 

 And after a few minutes, I do not recall specifically if he 19 

made a phone call or not, but he was there and, then, he looked, 20 

appeared to be examining, like, the pre-marked gas lines and the 21 

utility locates because of the boring that was in progress.  22 

 They'd been boring through the town in the last couple of 23 

weeks.  They're going to introduce fiber optic lines.  So I think 24 

that tech, himself, has been doing a lot of the locating.  25 
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 So I watched him, assuming that he was inspecting the located 1 

lines, did a survey of the area, then he walked up back north on 2 

Franklin Street near my vehicle and walked back and, then, looked 3 

at the boring machine again. 4 

 And, then, at that point, I said what else can we do for you, 5 

something to that extent, I do not recall exact what -- and he 6 

said, I think we're good for now.  I said okay.   7 

 So I told the fire crew, you know, we're released so we 8 

departed the scene. 9 

Q. So you guys left --  10 

A. Like physically departed. 11 

Q. Yeah.  We still had gas spewing? 12 

A. Yes, the gas coming around the bore hole. 13 

Q. So I guess and still Liberty or anybody, no evacuation from 14 

the immediate residents that was in that block of Franklin where 15 

the explosion happened, right?   16 

 So those people still remained in the houses, correct? 17 

A. Yeah.  We did not, I did not tell anyone to leave. 18 

Q. Gotcha. 19 

A. So, yeah, Liberty did not indicate that there should be an 20 

evacuation.  Out here, we rely on them for their expertise to know 21 

what is going on with that. 22 

Q. So you guys release.  Did you leave as well as, Jim? 23 

A. Yes.  Yes, we all left.  I came back here and met with 24 

someone, and I was in the meeting in that front office there.  And 25 
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my phone rang, and it was Justin, it was the Liberty tech.   1 

 He said, again, I cannot quote him directly, something to the 2 

effect of, they cannot the locate the source, you know, it's 3 

blowing out still and could we come back and standby for him 4 

because he had a reading of five par -- or 5 percent in the garage 5 

of the funeral home. 6 

 So, you know, from 18th Street, that garage is the one there 7 

just south of the alley, he had opened it up and had a reading of 8 

5 percent.   9 

 That'll be on the time, I don't want to guess without 10 

looking, but it was some time later, 30, 40 minutes where they 11 

appeared to be struggling to find a way to shut it off or whatnot. 12 

 And so we loaded up and went back and parked in the same 13 

place or very similar.  And, then, I went back and parked up where 14 

I was before.  And that's where we maintained until the -- the 15 

house exploded.  So from there, I went back down and made contact 16 

with him again, and he said he had a crew on the way.   17 

 And in the meantime, it was a gentleman, like, his hair is 18 

grayed out and balding, kind of like mine is, and he showed up in 19 

a separate pickup truck.  I do not recall his name, he gave, he 20 

told it to me.  But the two of them were there.     21 

 And Justin is a, I feel like he's a really good tech, you 22 

know, he's the one that we either -- there's him and one other, 23 

and I have his name in my phone.   24 

 Normally just, I would say spot on, just, you know, they show 25 
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up, they take charge.  I've had him at gas leaks before, you know, 1 

he bird dog's in and finds it and always tells us what we need to 2 

do. 3 

 I've never been with him when we've had to do an evacuation.  4 

But if there's a gas leak somewhere -- so many of them are 5 

difficult and benign, you know, somebody caught a whiff and they 6 

can't smell it now.  And, then, somebody else smelled it and they 7 

cannot smell it now.  He does very well finding those things, and 8 

he always uses his gas detection, and I've never seen him 9 

previously, you know, not have a plan or a stumble.  But I noticed 10 

this afternoon after standing there an extended amount of time 11 

because, you know -- so recapping briefly. 12 

 Not on a call, the tones went off, we responded over.  Talked 13 

to Justin, the gas tech, hey, I'm good.  We cleared, exited the 14 

scene.  He called me on my phone.  We re-responded back to a very 15 

similar location for the engine.  I parked in the same spot I was 16 

in.  He made contact and repeated, you know, I got a reading 17 

inside this funeral home, you guys can standby for me.  I said, 18 

yeah, as long as you need. 19 

 After that, another gentleman, an older gentleman, in a 20 

Liberty pickup, arrived.  I could just tell from the way they were 21 

discussing things, this -- we're standing by, you know, it's not 22 

our favorite thing to do as firefighters, but we're here to work. 23 

But at some point, it just seemed like it was not going well.  24 

 Like, the two of them would visit, and I saw Justin 25 
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northbound on Franklin on the opposite side where that gas line 1 

was found.  I'm assuming he had referenced a map or someone had 2 

told him because when they dug it up, there was an abandoned, you 3 

know, non-plastic gas line from 1945 on the sticker.  And he kept 4 

walking up and down that and, then, at one point crossed Franklin, 5 

was up further. 6 

 And you know how you feel when you do not study for a test 7 

that you should have and the test is not going -- that was the 8 

kind of visual I had on him, and I did not approach him again or 9 

bother him with it. 10 

 The other gentleman, I spoke to again, like, is there 11 

anything else you need.  And he said, not right now.  And there 12 

was equipment coming from, I thought he said Sedalia, in the form 13 

of a backhoe.  I said okay. 14 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Okay.  I got a question here.   15 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yeah, sure. 16 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Adolfo Rodrigues, NTSB.  Just for 17 

clarification. 18 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Prior to leaving the first time when -- and 19 

you mentioned you spoke to Liberty and they, you know, told you 20 

they didn't need anything there, you can clear, was there any 21 

other conversations that you had, any type of communication with 22 

anybody else on scene, police, any of the police department, 23 

residents that were there?  Was there any other type of 24 

conversations? 25 
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 MR. MARTIN:  Not that I recall.  Like, there was a police 1 

officer there.  Martinez is his last name.  And so Martinez was 2 

still there.  And other than this other gas company man, I don't 3 

recall anyone else. 4 

 There was a -- what became, not the principal residence, the 5 

one to the east, there was a lady there walking a small child 6 

around, like, clearly babysitting, I would assume.  And, like, I 7 

saw them go up Franklin to the east and, then, walk back.  You 8 

know, she was, I think at the time of the explosion, sitting on 9 

her deck. 10 

 But I don't recall, other than the duty crew there saying, 11 

hey, we can leave, having any other conversations. 12 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 13 

Q. And that, where he called you with the concentrations of gas 14 

in the funeral home, that was after you left and this is after the 15 

second time he called you here so you've done the --  16 

A. When he called me on the cell phone? 17 

Q. Yeah. 18 

A. Yes, we had departed. 19 

Q. Already departed, then came back and, then, he calls you and 20 

says, you know, hey, we're getting some concentration in the 21 

funeral home, can you come back and standby? 22 

A. Yes.  And so we came back --  23 

Q. Gotcha. 24 

A. -- and that was the second.  25 
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 We came then, and I made contact with Justin.  He's like, he 1 

repeated, you know, I have a concentration of 5 percent in the 2 

funeral home which is, you know, explosive level, and I understand 3 

why it was concerning. 4 

 And, then, they were waiting for, I assume additional Liberty 5 

resources to arrive to get it shut off. 6 

Q. And you said that was probably 30 or 40 minutes, the time you 7 

got back, he called you back again, give or take? 8 

A. I think so.  If I can reference the timeline, we have a more 9 

exact number. 10 

Q. That's fine.  Absolutely. 11 

A. And that way, I'm not speculating and have to change it 12 

later. 13 

 MS. KING:  SB for standby. 14 

 Okay.  Yes.  So we cleared at 16:37 by radio and returned at 15 

approximately 17:22. 16 

Q. So return back is 5:22.  Okay. 17 

A. And, then, arrive, you know, just right after that.  And this 18 

time, the apparatus and -- we both left from the fire station. 19 

Q. Okay.  So when you arrived a second time, you guys stayed on 20 

site until 19:45, 7:45 p.m., when the explosion occurred, right? 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. So between the time you got back, now, we're talking two, two 23 

some hours? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. Liberty Gas was still looking, and there was still no 1 

evacuation of, like, Franklin Street or anything on South Street? 2 

A. Yeah.  That didn't --  3 

Q. So the people remained in their homes? 4 

A. Yes.  That was communicated to me anyway. 5 

Q. Okay.  6 

A. While I was -- you know, I walked back down, and he -- you 7 

know, reiterated I've got a reading in here, you know, I'd feel 8 

better if you were here.  So, yeah, we can stay here all night.  9 

There was no extra resources coming.  The gentleman, like I say, 10 

showed up in a pickup truck so there was a second one.   11 

 At some point, I was made aware a backhoe or equipment was 12 

coming so they could start a street dig.  And, then, we were just 13 

standing there.     14 

 So I watched them -- I say walk northbound at Franklin and 15 

back, and I could see "vizically" see he was, had a look of 16 

frustration and concern. 17 

 And so at one point, walked back down, and I discussed with 18 

the city police officer still, and the officer said he had offered 19 

the city, the use of the city backhoe. 20 

 As the time went on, I mean, and I'm going to guess here, 21 

maybe an hour later, I can get more approximate times off my cell 22 

phone, but I explained when we first started -- so I have to pause 23 

and jump back. 24 

 One of the services we operate here is that Ambulance Patient 25 
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Transfer, that APT program, this was dragging on so long, I got 1 

ahold of the crew that was on the ambulance transfer and called 2 

them in, like, hey, this is an extended incident. 3 

 Primarily what we worry about while they're standing by at 4 

the gas leak, we have no body to run our ambulance. 5 

Q. Gotcha. 6 

A. So the APT crew, I got -- I sent a text out and got ahold of 7 

them, like, hey, I -- you know, we need coverage here.   8 

 One of the young ladies wasn't in a position to come in right 9 

away, which they're not required to.  The other gentleman came 10 

from Higginsville so he was here within the half hour and was 11 

waiting on another crew member to arrive. 12 

 And I -- just intuition, I just, from watching the gas 13 

company, I could tell things were not going according to plan.  14 

 Like, I don't know what I'm doing with gas but, like, we've 15 

had gas blowing out of this hole by this boring machine at this 16 

point for hours, and I haven't seen a reduction in it.   17 

 Like, I didn't know -- you know, like, clearly no valve has 18 

been effectively turned off, no type of mitigation's occurred that 19 

slowed the flow of it or seemingly so. 20 

 And just walking up and down the street and talking on the 21 

phone and no other equipment arriving, I just really was starting 22 

to grow very concerned just out of intuition alone, not any 23 

expertise with gas. 24 

 But I called back here to this APT crew member, he was at the 25 
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station, and I said as soon as your other crew member arrives, go 1 

ahead and respond over here.   2 

 And, then, I called a captain, the one you met earlier, 3 

Daniel King, relayed concern to him that we're on the scene, we've 4 

been on the scene, not seeing any reduction in gas flow, and we 5 

need to make sure we have a plan here.  But in Lexington, running 6 

almost 90 square miles of rural ambulance, that could be anything. 7 

 But I was growing increasingly concerned with this unabated 8 

gas leak. 9 

 And so I saw some activity.  The gas company crew had walked 10 

back down, and I saw them conversing with the pumper crew, or what 11 

we call an engine.  I started back down the street, and I could 12 

see one of the men throwing hose on the ground and the other one 13 

was bunkering up.  14 

 I made contact with the gas company again, and he -- I forget 15 

if he said approved or authorized, but there some type of activity 16 

that was going to occur now that the backhoe had arrived.  And 17 

they wanted us, you know, at a more postured standby. 18 

 And I walked back up to my car, it's a Ford Explorer, and 19 

popped the hatch, and I put the Nomex hood on and got my bunker 20 

pants on and that's when I heard the explosion. 21 

Q. So you mentioned a 5 percent, he said he was getting a  22 

5 percent reading, a 5 percent concentration or some --  23 

A. Oh, Justin was.  Yes. 24 

Q. -- so what does that mean?  What's he telling you, and what 25 
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is 5 percent, and does -- what does that mean with natural gas?    1 

So can you talk to me about that? 2 

A. Five percent -- it's my understanding, I've heard four and 3 

I've heard five would be, like, the lower, like, minimum 4 

concentration for an explosion or for a combustion, let's say. 5 

Q. So an LEL? 6 

A. Yes.  Yeah, and LEL.  And, then, upwards of 15 percent, is my 7 

understanding. 8 

Q. Okay.  So he was actually -- so he had a five, I mean, he had 9 

a 5 percent of --  10 

A. He said five so --  11 

Q. -- 5 percent -- so we're within that flammable --  12 

A. I felt like we were within that --  13 

Q. -- explosive window? 14 

A. Yes. 15 

Q. Okay.  When you first went back, that was 14?  16 

A. Well, it was on the phone.   17 

Q. Yeah. So you were still here --  18 

A. So really even before we got back. 19 

Q. -- still around 4:30, between 4:30 and 5:00? 20 

A. Yes.  So before we got on scene, the next -- you know, it was 21 

what he, that's what he told me on the phone so it's not 22 

documented anywhere other than I remember it. 23 

Q. So several hours prior to the explosion, we're meeting that 24 

explosive threshold, that's what it sounds like, in that funeral 25 
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home garage, correct? 1 

A. Yeah, whatever that time with -- the hit was around 7:40 2 

p.m., 19:42, 43.  So, yes, you know, based on his reading, yes. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  What you got, Adolfo? 4 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  At any point in time did you smell gas in the 5 

area where you were positioned on your first arrival, after you 6 

left, when you came back, you know, did it increase, decrease?   7 

 At any point in time, did you smell the gas? 8 

 MR. MARTIN:  When I arrived at 18th and Franklin, I could not 9 

smell any gas there.   10 

 When I walked south, you know, to the boring site, the boring 11 

machine was there, or the bore shaft, the gas was coming up around 12 

or coming out of the ground, I could smell gas there, in that 13 

vicinity there. 14 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 15 

Q. So you're on site, house explodes, so talk to me from there 16 

on what took place. 17 

A. Okay.  Like I said, I was bunkering up because it sounded 18 

like we were finally going to start digging, and they were going 19 

to determine a leak source and get it stopped. 20 

 I heard the explosion first and, then, it kind of pushed me 21 

into my car, not violently, but it pushed me into my car enough 22 

where I had to hold back. 23 

 And I looked over and saw the flanking wall of the two-story 24 

building at 18th and Franklin on the northeast side, I could see, 25 
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the best I could describe is like it rippled and the windows blew 1 

out of it. 2 

 And, then, I walked away from my car and looked towards the 3 

house, and I could see debris falling.  Some of it hit the utility 4 

lines there and caused them to arc.  A large chunk of the roof 5 

went straight up over those trees in front of the principal 6 

address and landed in the street right next to a vehicle. 7 

 And, then, the rest of it went over the house next door, 8 

which was 1711, and landed on that two-story stucco house, landed 9 

on the roof upside down.  So it was on fire, but apparently by 10 

landing upside down did not ignite that house. 11 

 And, then, when I looked down the street, I could see fire in 12 

the pit there that they had been digging. 13 

Q. Any kind of -- when you got, when you first got on scene, was 14 

there any type of incident command established where you would, 15 

where you and a guy from Liberty would set together and get into 16 

the unified command type of formation?  Was there any type --  17 

A. Yeah, the short answer to that is no, there was not. 18 

 So what the duty crew of two and myself, I'm in -- I'm the 19 

incident command for the fire department, but there's only the 20 

three of us there.  You know, their vehicle, two and me.   21 

 But, no, there was no unified command with Liberty. 22 

Q. So after explosion, tell me everything that happened there 23 

with your emergency response, who all came, what you guys did, all 24 

that.  Let's get into that. 25 
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A. The engine company that was already on scene connected a line 1 

to the hydrant which is right there at 18th and South, right 2 

behind that Porta Potty.  And, then, they deployed an inch and 3 

three-quarter to exposure protect the building down there, the 4 

funeral home. 5 

 The ambulance was still waiting here for the second crew 6 

member.  One of our full timers that lives in town and was off 7 

duty came to the station, and she and the APT that was here, 8 

brought the ambulance, not the fire engine, because we had, you 9 

know, victims. 10 

 When I turned back around and looked, you know, after the 11 

things were falling, people seemed to come out of their homes 12 

quickly.   13 

 I could see the man walking around, the adult victim, you 14 

know, with the skin coming off his fingers and sloughing off his 15 

arms.  And this 10-year-old girl, it took me a -- 10 years of age 16 

I found, or 11, young, and she was completely naked and burned.  17 

And she looked at me and said, is this really happening, is this 18 

real, or something like that.  And, then, citizens came and helped 19 

her.  And they eventually took her over and wrapped a blanket 20 

around her. 21 

 The APT was on the way, and I had them come in from Franklin 22 

on the east side so they wouldn't be in the debris field or the 23 

traffic. 24 

 I had trouble getting out with dispatch and before you got 25 



45 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

here, I was trying to get more up-to-date records.  The 1 

supervisor, herself, has played the tapes back, and that soundbite 2 

I gave you is all that they could, that's all she could here 3 

anyway. 4 

 But I was at my car getting dressed with bunker gear, and I 5 

had my radio right there, so if a 9-1-1 call beat me, it could not 6 

have been very many.  But I did not get an answer on the radio.  7 

 And I don't -- my only speculation, I noticed the, like, even 8 

the clock here, but my clock at the house was taking -- so perhaps 9 

there was a brief power outage that affected our repeater, you 10 

know, I can't explain that, but they hear nothing. 11 

 But I called a couple of times, and I called an officer.  12 

That officer too, Ryan Waddell, that had gone on the radio, and I 13 

said, can you copy me.  And he said he could.  And the next time I 14 

attempted dispatch, I used my truck radio and advised them I had 15 

an emergency traffic and I needed them to answer.  Another length 16 

of time went by, and they finally did.   17 

 I assume they would be inundated with this, not counting the 18 

other 25 agencies they dispatch for, and just immediately ordered 19 

a second alarm, which for us is a county-wide response. 20 

 So that took off their plate having to interact.  And, then, 21 

I did not have to escalate the situation because I knew we were 22 

probably going to be there a while. 23 

 From there, started looking for more victims.  It was hard, 24 

initially, to tell.  They were running around and screaming who 25 
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was hurt versus who was upset, you know.  But several of them had 1 

come out of their homes.  And, then, as the time wore on, they 2 

were congregating there. 3 

 I looked back down towards my engine crew.  I could see both 4 

of them were moving and functioning like firefighters, not 5 

appearing to be injured, and they had a line deployed.  So from 6 

there, we were able to protect the exposure of the funeral home.  7 

So I just left them in place. 8 

 Because, again, with two on duty and the APT, the APT was 9 

already transporting a patient and the duty crews down to the 10 

street.  So another of our full time came from home to get  11 

Engine 3 which is the next-in engine, and that's the one you see 12 

in the pictures parked near the front of the house. 13 

 And it was just -- yeah, I hated it.  It was just agonizing 14 

to stand there and wait.  The citizenry, you know, some were more 15 

upset than others, but I was amazed how they banded together and 16 

just that informal leadership took over.   17 

 And before our girl got here with the engine, they had moved 18 

by pushing two vehicles out of the way and, then, with the part of 19 

the roof on fire in the street, this man had organized a detail 20 

and shoved the roof, like, the largest component, out of the way 21 

where we could get hoses deployed once the apparatus arrived. 22 

 So we brought our Engine 3 in from the west on Franklin.  23 

They came past this road we're on now, turned east and, then, 24 

stopped at the hydrant at 17th Street and laid in with a  25 
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large-diameter hose.  We were getting set up and operational 1 

there.  We had a two and a half off and, then, the deck gun.   2 

 I did not know what happened from my vantage point.  I was 3 

told later by an assistant chief, a citizen ran over the LDH and 4 

ripped it open.  So we lost our water supply there, had to  5 

re-establish it with the help of a mutual-aid truck from 6 

Wellington who set up on Main Street at 17th and, then, brought a 7 

line up to that engine from there.  So re-established, but it took 8 

some time. 9 

 The City of Higginsville, which is 15 miles to the south of 10 

us, they responded with an engine. They normally bring a rescue to 11 

our initial alarm.  On this day, I had them up at -- alternate to 12 

an engine company just assuming we were going to need water. 13 

They came in from Franklin, from the east, and hit a hydrant at 14 

19th Street and laid in that block there.  And, then, they were 15 

able to get two additional lines deployed. 16 

Q. So question for you, Erika, all that -- we got the initial 17 

explosion, you guys are the -- you guys are the lone soldiers on 18 

scene when this house explodes, right?  19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. It's Lexington Fire Department with a single engine there and 21 

you got an ambulance there, and the --  22 

A. Geographically separated, I might add, from the explosion 23 

site, you know, we had to go over to Franklin, or to 18th, I'm 24 

sorry, and, then, down.  So not like we could immediately use that 25 
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engine or crews or resource to do other -- again, the APT, one of 1 

them was here, the other one was just an off-duty member that came 2 

in and staffed it so we could start getting patients off the 3 

scene. 4 

 But, yes.  Yeah, resource depleted until -- luckily it was a 5 

day the volunteers were not at work, you know, our full-time 6 

"elsewhere".  So three of them immediately responded. 7 

Q. And what is AP -- what does APT stand for? 8 

A. Oh, Ambulance Patient Transport program.  That's our transfer 9 

crew.  10 

Q. I gotcha.  Okay.  11 

A.  Yes. 12 

Q. So you guys are by yourself and this explosion kicks off, you 13 

get on the radio, you start calling for units, so how long does it 14 

-- what's the normal route time, estimated time, for you to start 15 

getting mutual-aid help on scene at this accident? 16 

A. Within 25 minutes is more normal. 17 

Q. So 25 minutes, you guys are by yourself --  18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. -- and waiting for other departments to come in from other 20 

counties? 21 

A. The same county but other cities. 22 

Q. Okay.  So is that the same county -- could we, would be able 23 

to get a run report that shows the number of stations and their 24 

runtimes, the time they was dispatched --  25 
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A. Yeah. 1 

Q. -- the time they got on scene; the time Wellington 2 

dispatched, the time they got on scene; or an overall county type 3 

of report, or is it you have a separate one and Wellington has a 4 

separate one, or does the county dispatch have that one whole 5 

scenario run sheet? 6 

A. It will be -- the easy part of it, all of them except Fort 7 

Osage or dispatch by Higginsville, the central dispatch, but it's 8 

like you're in different cities.  So each will have their own 9 

separate run report.   10 

 We can get it, and we can get it all from the same source. 11 

Q. I was going to ask, could you all formulate the total 12 

response --  13 

A. Yes. 14 

Q. -- for that paperwork rather than us having to go around to 15 

each jurisdiction? 16 

A. Oh, absolutely. 17 

Q. You're the fire chief, you might be able to get that through 18 

dispatch.  I don't know if it's different dispatch centers for 19 

each station. 20 

A. All but one.  Yeah. 21 

Q. All but one. 22 

Q. Two.  There's a Ray County and they really -- again, at 23 

first, we did not know how many victims we had.  Ray County 24 

ambulance is out of Richmond, but they did not participate in the 25 



50 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

fire so they did not haul anyone. 1 

 But Fort Osage is out of Jackson County.  But the rest of the 2 

response all came from the same place, ours did so, yeah, that -- 3 

Q. Okay.  So you'd be able to get that for us? 4 

A. Absolutely.  Yeah.  She can hook you right up with that. 5 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  What you got, Adolfo? 6 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  I'm just wondering here, was there any 7 

discussions with the gas company, with Liberty, while this was 8 

going on in the aftermath of the first explosion?   9 

 Did they approach you in any way, at any time, or did they 10 

make any contact with anyone else in your department? 11 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes.  After the explosion, and prior to the 12 

apparatus showing up, I did -- it was not Justin, it was this 13 

other gentleman.  He walked up and found me on Franklin Street, 14 

and he made, like, a you're out sign and said gas, I'm shutting 15 

gas off to the City of Lexington.   16 

 So I said okay and, then, he left after that. 17 

 MR. LLOYD:  How long do you think it was before -- so we get 18 

the time of call at 4:17.  So, now, we're looking at 4:17.  19 

 MR. MARTIN:  The original.  Yes. 20 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Four seventeen. 21 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 22 

Q. So 16:17, so 4:17.  We were several, several, several hours 23 

until the gas was completely off at this location.  Even when the 24 

explosion happened, we still had gas spewing out of this system? 25 
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A. Yes.  Yeah, that was actively flaming down there. 1 

Q. Okay.  So you still had an active gas leak while you still 2 

had an active explosion --  3 

A. Fire, yes. 4 

Q. -- and subsequent fire going on? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

Q. Okay.  So we get in this, we'll get a little scientific 7 

stuff.  Give me your thoughts, your history and knowledge, on 8 

natural gas emergencies, how it acts, how it migrates, talk to me 9 

about that. 10 

A. Okay.  I do not know a lot.  I know that natural -- working 11 

in the country, and even Lexington, we get both tires (Ph.) so 12 

natural gas has a specific gravity, less than one, so it floats; 13 

and propane is greater than one, so it sinks. 14 

 So especially on some of these fringes, Lexington even has 15 

some that it looks like you might be in town and you might have 16 

been merged into the city limits, but you could very possibly 17 

still be on propane. 18 

 And, then, other parts, like, I was overhearing the Liberty 19 

talk to the mayor, other parts of Lexington, they're still in the 20 

county, but they might have received natural gas services. 21 

 So I drill into the crew's heads and it -- the mainly the 22 

officers just do it ourselves.  We need to know what product we're 23 

dealing with here, you know, is there a propane tank out back 24 

where we need to watch the basement, or is this something that's 25 
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going to congregate in the attic and it'll cause us a bad day in 1 

that direction. 2 

 So I know that it will generally dissipate in open air.  And 3 

most of the responses I've been to over the years, it's something 4 

very much like this strike where it's -- let me back up. 5 

 That was a lot of gas coming out of that hole.  Let me -- 6 

yeah, let redact that if I can.  I'm not sure I've ever seen that 7 

pressure of gas coming out of an orifice that big.   8 

 You know, I've worked Ray County.  I was up in a little town 9 

named Lawson which has gas.  I've seen gas strikes, you know, a 10 

few weeks before.  The city backhoe hit one setting a water meter, 11 

but, you know, it's more of a scrapping action on a smaller line.  12 

 I'm not sure I've ever seen that much gas under that much 13 

pressure, you know, through the oracle.   14 

 And, then, later, before the -- you know, walking backwards 15 

now on the timeline.  Just to see it, you know, like you're out in 16 

the desert, just the waves and coming out of cracks in the 17 

sidewalks. 18 

Q. A lot of gas. 19 

A. A lot of gas. 20 

Q. A lot of gas. 21 

A. So I would like to make that statement.  I don't think I've 22 

ever seen that much gas. 23 

Q. A lot of people haven't seen that kind of --  24 

A. And, again, maintaining neutrality, but I was not clear why 25 
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the gas professionals were not responsive to that.   1 

 I understand, just like we have, if a house burns like we 2 

talked earlier, there's a time to like, I can call you an 3 

ambulance, I can call for a water truck, I can call for an aerial, 4 

it's going to take 20 or 30 minutes. 5 

 I understand a reasonable delay, but this seemed like -- and 6 

I think the timeline even brings to the attention, it just seemed 7 

like we were standing there for a very long time. 8 

 And as a fire chief, we still have to look out that there's 9 

nobody else to respond to anything else, primarily medical calls.  10 

But while you have us tied up here, we can't be there.    11 

 So I had made some phone calls, hey, I'm tied up here and I 12 

really feel like at this point, cannot leave if we need to break 13 

free and go somewhere else.  The APT had come in, one crew member 14 

was not here yet.  15 

 But, again, when the explosion occurred and I heard the 16 

screaming and all that, that little girl came up to me, you know, 17 

I knew we would need the ambulance ahead of the truck. 18 

 So we're just waiting. 19 

 But I know, again, the police officer, he and I had spoken, 20 

had offered the use of a city backhoe.  I don't know if that's a 21 

procedure thing with them, and or maybe they didn't trust the 22 

quality of expertise of our backhoe operator, you know, those I 23 

don't know.  And often times, the private sector companies keep to 24 

themselves and do their own things. 25 
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 But it just seemed like we were standing there a long, long 1 

time and nothing really going on.  Justin was frustrated walking 2 

up and down.  This other gentleman was standing there cordial and 3 

polite but we just -- like, right now, if there's a gas leak and 4 

we're just sitting here talking and, like, I understand we're 5 

waiting on a backhoe, we can get you a backhoe, if that's what it 6 

takes.  And, at some point, you know, I never had any further 7 

chance to speculate.   8 

 It was a relief when I saw the guys throwing the hose on the 9 

ground, you know.  The gas man, that older man had talked to them, 10 

because they were more proximate than I was, saw the hose on the 11 

ground, and I saw Kyle getting his bunker coat on.  I'm, like, 12 

well, we're going to start making some progress here. 13 

 And that's when I, you know, spoke to him again, approved or 14 

authorized or some sort of word where I'm allowing you, now, to do 15 

something. 16 

 So the backhoe had showed up, and they were going to do 17 

something, you know, with the hole they had dug and, then, never 18 

got that far.  The explosion occurred before any other action. 19 

Q. So pretty much any natural gas emergency, you would mostly 20 

rely on the gas company or Liberty, whoever responds, to give you 21 

or for them to provide your wants and needs, what do you need us, 22 

what do you want us to do? 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. So you would get your responses, so if they would want to -- 25 
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you would wait for him to hear, okay, let's go ahead and start 1 

evacuating people, then you would get that request from them? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. Is that how it works here in Lexington? 4 

A. Yeah.  And maybe just simplify it.  The same as we would do 5 

with the power company, you know, we never approach a power line.  6 

We keep the citizens away. 7 

 When we're called to a powerline issue, we are there to block 8 

the scene, you know, we're there to prevent others from becoming 9 

entangled in it or trying to touch it.  And we provided this 10 

posture of support that until a professional arrives, we will 11 

block a road or keep people back.  12 

 And, then, at that point, we work for that specific power 13 

company or gas company. 14 

Q. Okay.  So turning back the hands of time, if Jim, Fire Chief 15 

Jim Martin, could turn back the hands of time, any lessons learned 16 

or anything that would be done different as of starting today on 17 

how things were handled between the fire department, between 18 

Liberty, things of that nature? 19 

A. I'm going to say yes.  And my concern, which unfortunately 20 

came to fruition, what is the excessive time delay, I mean, we're 21 

talking about hours here. 22 

 So from out here, I could drive to the state capital in less 23 

than 3 hours, like, that's a long time just to have gas going out 24 

of the ground and nobody here, you know. 25 
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 Like I say, the scenario where a fire occurred, it may take 1 

me a minute, but I'm going to get resources here and we're going 2 

to have a command established, and we're going to put it out.  In 3 

Lexington, we don't go to rekindles, and we don't burn them down.   4 

 But in 3 hours or 3-1/2, just what is going on that's taking 5 

this long to get resources here.  I understand it's a bore strike, 6 

I understand they didn't mean to do it, what are we -- I mean, in 7 

3-1/2 hours, I think we could have dug the whole street up in  8 

3-1/2 hours. 9 

 And so I don't have a lesson learned to talk and tell until I 10 

visit with the -- we're a municipal department.  I have to visit 11 

with the city administrator.  But before we start boring again, I 12 

want to know what legal authority the city and the fire chief 13 

have, and I want to know who's in charge of the -- because, you 14 

know, if we blow a water line, it's water, like, water doesn't 15 

explode to kill people. 16 

 So I want to know who's supposed to be, or who is responsible 17 

for these lines and what the game plan is.  I don't say drag us 18 

into it, but basically drag us into it.  19 

 We have no equipment on that fire truck that can really stop 20 

a gas leak.  We rely on the experts to bring in the appropriate 21 

equipment and dig -- you know, first you got to find it.  If they 22 

need a backhoe, we've got a backhoe.  We've got a backhoe operator 23 

on call, like, do they need to integrate with our backhoe because 24 

Dennis could have had it over here in 10 minutes. 25 
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 But the frustration I was feeling even before the explosion 1 

is what are we doing here for -- hours and no abatement, and it 2 

didn't look like it was getting any less and no more people were 3 

showing up. 4 

 Like, I think we need, like, for -- or Liberty needs a 5 

response plan.  Like, we don't need more support staff, we need 6 

the guy that's going to dig a hole and find it and kill it or fix 7 

it, whatever the --  8 

Q. Okay.  So what can be done different while you're waiting for 9 

gas company support staff to come 2 or 3 miles, anything, any 10 

different perspectives that's lessons learned for Lexington rather 11 

than standing around waiting for a gas -- 2-1/2, 3-1/2 hours, we 12 

got gas spewing? 13 

 Are you guys looking at anything different such as life 14 

safety or anything like that for any type of new scenarios that, 15 

God forbid, could happen?  16 

A. What I have been thinking on, I've not had a chance to visit 17 

with my administrator yet, that's the next meeting, I think I want 18 

to know, while they're doing this boring on a daily basis or a 19 

shift-change basis, who's the point of contact that can turn the 20 

gas off or fix something or order a backhoe or stage a backhoe 21 

closer to Lexington. 22 

 I mean, a backhoe -- I heard Sedalia and I think I heard 23 

Maryville, but a backhoe came from considerable distance.  So what 24 

do we need to do to get a backhoe here and, then, what other kind 25 
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of -- you know, what expert do they have that can tell me when do 1 

we need to evacuate. 2 

 And so I have concerns if we start over evacuating, I'm 3 

afraid nobody will listen.  I don't know if that's founded or not.  4 

I've not had a chance to research that yet. 5 

Q. And when did you say that, if you know? 6 

A. Say we start evacuating residences twice a week, I'm afraid 7 

it might fall into that, eh, it'll be all right; oh, they always 8 

do this.  Complacency. 9 

 I don't want to begin setting off the alarm bells, you know.  10 

We don't set off the tornado siren every time it rains.   11 

 However, that just seemed like a lot of gas for a long time. 12 

 Did these gas guys not know when they need to evacuate, or 13 

were they tied up?  Like, I want some sort of interaction, like, 14 

immediate, direct phone interaction with what are the minimum 15 

parameters to evacuate or to be looking at something bigger. 16 

 Like, we do the funeral home.  You know, it was evacuated, 17 

that residence, or that structure, in immediate vicinity.   18 

 I did check with dispatch, no other address called 9-1-1 and 19 

reported a smell of gas.  No one called here.  I have the phones 20 

here routed to my cell phone.   21 

 So I think, you know, it was an outside leak so what we could 22 

see was coming out of the ground but, clearly, not all of it was 23 

going up in the air and dissipating. 24 

 So what level of expertise is required to make that 25 
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determination and what kind of timeframe are they in.  And if 1 

we're not able to get that in a reasonable amount of time, I think 2 

we're just going to have to embrace the community that you may be 3 

evacuating a lot for the next 8 months, when in doubt. 4 

 My concern with that, also, like, the other night, if we 5 

would have told them to evacuate and they were outside their homes 6 

standing in the street, you know, I'm afraid they would have been 7 

subjected to shrapnel and glass and the products of the explosion. 8 

 So evacuate seems to be more of a knee-jerk reaction.  I 9 

think, do we need a plan of, I'm telling to you to evacuate and 10 

you need to do this, like, go to the church, or you need to 11 

proceed to a -- you know, if you just generically say go to your 12 

buddy's house and he lives next door, well, that didn't really 13 

help us much. 14 

 But I think it would have been more disastrous there had they 15 

been outside their homes, you know, without further direction 16 

other than evacuate.  Maybe that's a two-stage thing, depending on 17 

the wind direction or the whatnot. 18 

 But if I tell you to leave your home and you literally leave 19 

your home and just sit outside on the picnic table or walk across 20 

the street to your buddy's house, I think it needs to be more 21 

clear cut and descriptive of, you need to leave your home, and you 22 

need to go to this location, and you need to standby there. 23 

Q. Or a certain distance or something. 24 

A. Yeah.  Or, perhaps, if the city -- the Methodist church is 25 
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used as a storm center and a community shelter when power goes out 1 

and such.   2 

 You need to leave your home, and you need to go to this 3 

location or these, you know, your choice of these locations.  And 4 

at those locations, you would have climate control and fresh water 5 

and, you know, a food truck.  We'd know where to find you. 6 

 I'm concerned that Lexington just dispersing people to 7 

wherever, they might, you know, enter the path of the tornado, so 8 

to speak, or they might not understand how far to go. 9 

 And so I think it's a greater discussion than just evacuate.  10 

But, again, I have little knowledge on that. 11 

 In Lexington, just like with the power company, we rely 12 

heavily on their expertise and their judgment of what do we need 13 

to do here. 14 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  And just for clarification, at any point in 15 

time within those 3 hours, did the gas company provide you with 16 

any type of updates, any type of communication, as far as them in 17 

the process of shutting off the gas from the moment it was hit up 18 

until they finally shut it off at, what was it, 18:05? 19 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yeah.  After the explosion.  Yeah, that other 20 

man came up and said I've shut gas off to Lexington.  Well, by 21 

then, it was -- everything was on fire by then. 22 

 No.  When I had walked down and spoke with them, he said 23 

there was a backhoe coming, and I can't -- Sedalia seems to come 24 

to mind, but it might have said Maryville.  I don't remember, but 25 
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not from anywhere around here. 1 

 So that was the only other conversation I had with him. 2 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 3 

Q. And, again, Chief, you guys are actively, now, researching an 4 

emergency response procedure for dealing with natural gas -- you 5 

guys are actively searching for something like that now that's 6 

going to be able to fit your organization, it's going to give you 7 

that plan on when your dispatcher would do this, when you get 8 

dispatches, life safety, incident stabilization, property 9 

conservation, that kind of stuff? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. So apparatus placement; immediate evacuation, whatever so 12 

distance; incident command; work with the gas people, get that 13 

time, dates and, then, until from -- establish of command until 14 

termination, you guys are looking at something like that right 15 

now? 16 

A. Directly researching.  I've got to make the next meeting. 17 

Q. I gotcha. 18 

A. Incident command.  But I think, like you said earlier, they 19 

own the gas and they own the pipes, and I can't tell them what to 20 

-- even if I told them what to do, I don't know what -- I'm not a 21 

gas tech.  Is the correct verbiage unified command?   22 

Q. Yeah. 23 

A. There needs to be a very clear and established pipeline of 24 

communication where what are you doing and what is the timeframe 25 



62 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

and what are your gas industry standards on evacuation or closing 1 

the roads or prohibiting access. 2 

 Again, if some piece of equipment's required, I can get that 3 

here.  You saw the guy tearing the houses down.  That guy can 4 

brush your hair with that thing.  If you need him here, I will get 5 

him here, but I have to know it.  And so if you're waiting on your 6 

guy, then we need to either stage him more approximate, or we need 7 

to find some valves that we can turn off. 8 

 But, yeah, this is -- I've been thinking as I speak.  I have 9 

never seen gas come out of a hole like that for that long.  But, 10 

you know, in the country, it would just waft into the air and go 11 

away. 12 

Q. So remember when it does that, it's going to get that 13 

explosive threshold fairly quick.  14 

A. Sure. 15 

Q. That means you're going to get it, the concentration's going 16 

to be in the air, what makes it easily get to that level. 17 

A. Just by volume, correct? 18 

Q. Yeah. 19 

A. Just by the amount of -- sure, yeah. 20 

Q. Yeah.  Just think about your procedures, the life safety 21 

first, that's always the number 1 thing.  And that could be when 22 

you get there, immediate evacuation. 23 

A. Sure.  And I say with our Lexipol, we've been optimistic with 24 

it.  When the policies are out, the medical protocols are out, and 25 
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the next stop is the procedures. 1 

Q. Gotcha. 2 

A. And so -- yeah. 3 

Q. I'm going to let you get to this meeting.  I know you got --  4 

A. Oh, no.  No, I was just saying that's --  5 

Q. Oh, yeah.  I gotcha.  Because you've got a 3:30. 6 

A. I would like to answer in more detail.  7 

Q. I know. 8 

A. Well, I'd like to get more detail, but I -- I could sit here 9 

and tell you all about unified command but --  10 

Q. Understood. 11 

A. -- if they won't cooperate or she --  12 

Q. I gotcha. 13 

A. Coming from her level, and I think equally or more concerned 14 

than I am, I want to make sure we have some sort of unified 15 

command, not just incident command with two people on different 16 

sides of the street arguing because, you know, I know the book's 17 

written about that too. 18 

Q. I gotcha. 19 

A. Yes.  And, then, finally, any input that's available, you 20 

know, we certainly are interested in. 21 

Q. And one last thing.  So when you get all these mutual-aid 22 

companies coming in, I know you had mentioned Wellington, the 23 

other one's coming 15, 17 miles away --  24 

A. Yeah, Mayview, Higginsville.  25 
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Q. -- how is the radio interoperability, or is Lexington fire 1 

chief able to talk to the mutual-aid people coming in, are they on 2 

different frequencies, or they're doing their own thing, you can't 3 

talk to them?   4 

 How does the radio interoperability work when mutual aid 5 

comes into your first two area? 6 

A. For Lafayette County, it's fairly robust.  It's aged, it's 7 

all VHF.  But they all have, you know, each agency has the other 8 

agency's radio channel. 9 

 So other than Fort Osage, we don't call them much, they're 10 

all 800.  They're close enough to Kansas City, they're on an  11 

800 channel. 12 

Q. Gotcha.  But they would rarely come into this area, right? 13 

A. That's the first time in 2-1/2 years so, yes.  But, you know, 14 

it's a consideration.  15 

 What happened this night is we handed the captain from Fort 16 

Osage one of our radios.  And so once arriving, they got an 17 

assignment and a radio from us. 18 

Q. But everybody else that's close to you around this neck of 19 

the woods, you guys are all on the same, either low-band or  20 

high-band frequencies so you can talk to one another whether it's 21 

on a dispatch channel, a tactical channel, things of that nature? 22 

A. Yes.  Yeah, like Higginsville, for example.  23 

Q. You can talk to them? 24 

A. Yeah.  They had directions prior to arrival on what route to 25 
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take and, you know, what to do.  1 

Q. And if there isn't interoperability problem, you handle it, 2 

look, here's one of our portables that now, that's how you --  3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. Okay.  Excellent. 5 

A. Yeah, for now on, you have this radio and this channel. 6 

Q. There you go. 7 

A. Yeah, you can talk to us. 8 

Q. Okay.  So no radio issues, no communication issues on this 9 

accident with radio interoperability? 10 

A. No.  Not on this one. 11 

 MR. LLOYD:  All right.  Adolfo, anything, brother? 12 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  No.  That's all I got.  No more questions 13 

from me. 14 

 MR. LLOYD:  That's we all got.  It's lessons learned.   15 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes. 16 

 MR. LLOYD:  Just think about getting a procedure developed, 17 

think about that life safety first.  If you see it, smell it, 18 

think about that evacuation stuff. 19 

 MR. MARTIN:  Absolutely. 20 

 MR. LLOYD:  With that said, it's the number 1 thing is 21 

getting the people out of that hot zone.  We're going to call that 22 

a hot zone; that's a HAZMAT, so we'll call it a hot zone. 23 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes. 24 

 MR. LLOYD:  You know, nobody's allowed in there unless 25 
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they're in proper PPE.  So that's -- just think about that.  You 1 

know, just look at your Lexipol stuff, see if you find something 2 

that fits for you.   3 

 When you do find something and you make it fit, we're going 4 

to want a copy of that. 5 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  Yeah. 6 

 MR. LLOYD:  Okay.  We're going to want a copy.  We want to 7 

see what Lexington's doing as a lessons learned so if this happens 8 

again, we have the procedures in place, whether we're -- Liberty 9 

Gas is not telling us anything, we're going to do this.  10 

 That's what we're going to want to see out of something, 11 

okay? 12 

 MR. MARTIN:  All right.  So a specific procedure.  What would 13 

we call -- just gas ruptures or gas --  14 

 MR. LLOYD:  Whatever you want to call it.  Yeah, response to 15 

natural gas emergencies or something.  There's a ton of them out 16 

there on the internet --  17 

 MR. MARTIN:  You showed me the one.  Yes.  18 

 MR. LLOYD:  -- that you could research.   19 

 It's not one fits all, but it's pretty much natural gas is 20 

natural gas, whether it's in Lexington, Missouri, or if it's in 21 

Nevada, it all -- it might migrate differently due to soil, you 22 

know, soil compaction and all that stuff, but natural gas is 23 

natural gas, it all has the same LEL levels.  Nothing's going to 24 

change. 25 
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 MR. MARTIN:  Yeah, it's some science, right? 1 

 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah.  Think about that.  Get something in place, 2 

run it by us, but I would -- that would be a good thing to have.   3 

 MR. MARTIN:  Very good. 4 

 MR. LLOYD:  That way, you have that right there, you train 5 

your people and, then, get them down the (indiscernible). 6 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  7 

 MR. LLOYD:  That's all I have.  Adolfo, I'm sure you got 8 

something. 9 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  No.  Like he mentioned, life safety, 10 

especially for any type of incident like we just had, you know, 11 

you smell something, you see something like that, safety first, 12 

evacuate life and save lives. 13 

 Procedures will get you there.  Troy mentioned, you know, 14 

there's a lot of procedures out there. 15 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  16 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  You know, something custom-tailored, made for 17 

you folks here in Lexington. 18 

 Yeah, that's all I have. 19 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  20 

 MR. LLOYD:  Any questions for us, Jim, Erika? 21 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yeah.  Just the brainstorming on it, the 22 

evacuate and somebody walks out and says okay, I have a -- to an 23 

untrained citizen, and I think I'm going to look more in depth on 24 

if I tell you to evacuate where do you go. 25 
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 Like, in Lexington, there's no 24-hour coffee shop, there's 1 

no community center.  So I think perhaps for our individual 2 

community here, evacuate and.  Like, they're going to have to have 3 

specific, like, where do I go, you know.  Like, we're getting to 4 

the warm weather now, but what if they evacuate and go to their 5 

friend's house which is closer to the hot zone, you know, that 6 

friend's not home.  I kind of just think, think about that. 7 

 MR. LLOYD:  That's a good point in a lot of the fire 8 

departments.  9 

 So, for instance, we'll use the accident block of Franklin 10 

but, then, a lot of fire departments will go, if I'm going to do 11 

this, I'm going to do a grid, then, I'm going to do the houses 12 

that could be affected in front of that and the residents behind. 13 

So let's square off between 17th and maybe 19th, you know, just, I 14 

want to do that grid, everybody out maybe a block over. 15 

 So, I mean, just as an example.  I mean, just like I'm 16 

saying, Phoenix has a very good one, it gets in detail.  Dallas 17 

Fire Department has a very good emergency response. 18 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 19 

Q. I know I didn't ask, but how many natural gas emergencies, 20 

leaks, smells, bells, things of that, that you guys probably run 21 

an average a month? 22 

A. Probably one, one to two.  It depends on the month. 23 

Q. Okay.  So at least one or two a month, you're running, 24 

someone's calling, dialing 9-1-1, going I got the smell of gas in 25 
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my house or something like that, is that what it is? 1 

A. Yeah, or smelling something.  Yeah. 2 

Q. Okay.  And what is it, usually a pilot light or something 3 

that you deal with? 4 

A. A lot of them are unfounded.  I don't know.  We get there and 5 

the gas company can't find anything. 6 

Q. And it dissipated or something? 7 

A. Yeah, it must be. 8 

Q. I gotcha. 9 

A. Yeah.  A lot of them are unfounded or it's -- you know, the 10 

neighbor burning leaves across the street, something like that. 11 

Q. I gotcha. 12 

A. Yes. 13 

 MR. LLOYD:  Understood.  Well, that's all I have.  Adolfo? 14 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Yeah.  Just to mention too.  Just, you know, 15 

there's a -- just for an idea there, you could always reach out to 16 

the gas company.  Of course, they're professionals, they know what 17 

they have, they know where it's at, you know, to see if they offer 18 

any type of training.  And, of course, any type of pre-plan 19 

procedure that can be in place, like Troy kind of mentioned, 20 

giving that example of -- even for evacuation, you know, section, 21 

for this specific section and going, working your way out to that 22 

and, then, even working with the community, you know, community 23 

outreach so they're informed that they know what to do and they 24 

know what to expect if something like this happens again. 25 
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 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  1 

 BY MR. LLOYD: 2 

Q. Has Liberty ever reached out for you guys for any type of 3 

training, called the firehouse to say, you know, we'd like to stop 4 

by and provide a natural gas emergency response training?   5 

 Has Liberty ever done that kind of communication with you 6 

guys or offered any type of training to you? 7 

A. Not since September of '22. 8 

Q. Have you guys ever reached out to Liberty to go, hey, you 9 

know, we got some natural gas, I see your guys trucks in the 10 

neighborhood all the time, can you come here and give us some 11 

training? 12 

A. Yeah.  I have not.  No. 13 

Q. Gotcha.  Okay.  So we know we --  14 

A. It was a different company but, you know, I told you have two 15 

gas meters.  I sent a crew to a gas class, but I cannot remember 16 

the name of the --  17 

Q. Meters class. 18 

A. Yeah.  I cannot the name of the company, but that's who gave 19 

us that other gas meter.  I thought it's two different brands so, 20 

you know, if one brand was defective, the other would get it. 21 

 But, yeah, two of our employees went to that, but I'll have 22 

to look back and see who -- like, what company hosted the class. 23 

 MR. LLOYD:  So I think the opportunities here.  You know, 24 

we're on scene, you and I are talking and talking to Liberty.  I 25 
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think this is the perfect opportunity to get that training 1 

outreach, you know, that training for your guys. 2 

 Liberty will -- if you reach out to them, they have a 3 

training division that would come and show you, this is the 4 

dangers of natural gas, this is what you should be doing, this is 5 

sometimes what takes so long, they got to find isolation valves 6 

and take you around.  Like, this is how we isolate an area.  We 7 

shut this valve off, we got to shut this valve off until we get 8 

the grid done.    9 

 Have them show you that stuff.  Get with them and tell us, 10 

show us what you do.  What takes several hours to get gas shut 11 

off.   12 

 And no walking through that process.  It's not a quick 13 

process.  Sometimes the quickest process is digging a hole and 14 

what they'll do, they'll squeeze it shut, sometimes that might be 15 

the quickest route.  They know what's best when it comes to 16 

shutting down stuff.  But learn that stuff.   17 

 And, then, that way while you're doing that stuff, you can be 18 

doing your fire chief duties and life safety and the stabilization 19 

stuff, getting incident command, getting people out of there and, 20 

then, doing your thing. 21 

 But, yeah, reach out.  It's a perfect opportunity for you 22 

guys to learn from one another and get that relationship.  I think 23 

it's a perfect opportunity for you, Jim, I do. 24 

 MR. MARTIN:  Thank you. 25 
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 MR. LLOYD:  Yeah. 1 

 MR. MARTIN:  Before we conclude, can I -- can she ask 2 

questions?  She's really smart. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  Can she ask a question? 4 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes.  And she's assured me -- 5 

 MR. LLOYD:  If she wants to ask us a question, absolutely.  6 

Go ahead, Erika. 7 

 MR. MARTIN:  Well I say from observing, what questions would 8 

you like to ask? 9 

 MR. LLOYD:  I'm going to call her Director Erika. 10 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes.  What do you think I should have asked, or 11 

what should they have asked me, like, what's --  12 

 MS. KING:  What questions should we be asking?  We don't know 13 

what we don't know. 14 

 MR. LLOYD:  You're talking and asking us --  15 

 MS. KING:  Yes. 16 

 MR. LLOYD:  -- or asking Liberty? 17 

 MS. KING:  Asking you, asking Liberty. 18 

 MR. LLOYD: So I would start with Liberty.  I would probably 19 

leave us the last resort. 20 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  21 

 MR. LLOYD:  But Liberty is the people that you guys deal with 22 

every day if it comes to a gas leak, right? 23 

 MR. MARTIN:  Yes. 24 

 MR. LLOYD:  If you get a gas leak, Liberty's going to be the 25 
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response agency. 1 

 MR. MARTIN:  Most likely. 2 

 MR. LLOYD:  Have them reach out to the people.  They're still 3 

going to be on site tomorrow, Jim.  Go out there, find that 4 

individual, ask him, what do we need to do to get you guys to come 5 

to the station.   6 

 Maybe it could be an outreach to your various organizations 7 

in the area.  That way it makes it more worthwhile to the other 8 

communities that might go through what you just did. 9 

 Get them in here, do a combined training and teach us.  Teach 10 

us how to use our meters better, teach us how a gas sniffer works, 11 

should we purchase a gas sniffer, are there grants available to 12 

get more equipment, can you help us get equipment, you know, that 13 

kind of stuff. 14 

 MS. KING:  Okay.  15 

 MR. LLOYD:  Let us know -- teach us what our firefighters 16 

should be doing on scene.   17 

 They will come here.  Any gas company loves doing that type 18 

of outreach training.  And they would -- they can refer you to -- 19 

there's thousands and thousands of grants out there that will pay 20 

for you to travel and take training. 21 

 The National Volunteer Fire Council has grants that send 22 

people to train.  International Association of Firefighters, even 23 

though you're a combination volunteer, they'll pay for training.  24 

Take that opportunity.   25 
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 Reach out to Liberty.  Reach out to the power company.  Have 1 

them come and give a training on your class, hey, if I get a 2 

natural gas leak like I did, could that stuff go up and hit that.  3 

Get them, ask them, I'd ask -- ask those kind of questions.   4 

 There's a lot of surrounding things, a lot of infrastructure, 5 

when you get that natural gas spewing, that is going, that stuff's 6 

going to find an ignition source, it will.  It'll find it if you 7 

get that concentration. 8 

 Ask those questions, learn from them, have them come, teach 9 

your people, bring the other fire departments in that you deal 10 

with, and -- yeah.  This is the time, man, to learn from it, learn 11 

from it.  Keep good records, learn from it, and keep your people 12 

trained. 13 

 MS. KING:  Who would we -- you're probably going to tell me 14 

Liberty, but I'm going to ask this anyway, who would be the best 15 

resource for us to go to, to get resources and education materials 16 

to do outreach to citizens? 17 

 MR. LLOYD:  Again, I would say Liberty. 18 

 MS. KING:  Okay.  19 

 MR. LLOYD:  I would.  Again, I would say Liberty.   20 

 And right now, for your citizens, like, we were talking 21 

yesterday, a good outreach to your citizens would be the purchase 22 

of gas indicators for their home.  You can buy them on a bundle 23 

off Amazon, I think, for, like four of them for, like, probably 24 

20, 30 bucks.  It's like a smoke detector.  You can get them at 25 
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Ace Hardware, Home Depot, wherever.  Put that outreach out to your 1 

residents. 2 

 The NTSB has a recommendation now from a West Reading report 3 

that we're recommending that all 50 states and the National Fire 4 

Protection Association come up with a procedure on mandating homes 5 

outfitted with natural gas and commercial structures outfitted 6 

with natural gas to mandate gas, natural gas indicators.  It's 7 

just like a smoke detector.  Every home should have that as well, 8 

you know, that thing's going to -- smoke detectors will give you 9 

that early alert to escape; the gas indicator does it, the gas 10 

detector does the same thing. 11 

 MS. KING:  Okay.  12 

 MR. LLOYD:  Good outreach planning for you right there.   13 

 You might be able to, a good program, what we do in certain 14 

fire departments, do an outreach program, get a grant.  Maybe 15 

Liberty can sit there, and it'd be a good fire department thing, 16 

hey, how much or can you supply so many gas meters or gas 17 

detectors.   18 

 Start handing off for free to your residents.  Have, like, a 19 

gas indicator or smoke detector kind of drive, hey, who needs a 20 

smoke detector, who needs a gas indicator, you know, it's like 21 

grants. 22 

 Liberty, you know, those people, reach out to them.  They're 23 

-- it's a resource, it's a resource. 24 

 MS. KING:  Okay.  25 
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 MR. RODRIGUES:  Yeah.  It's all I got. 1 

 MS. KING:  I think that's all I have. 2 

 MR. MARTIN:  Okay.  All right. 3 

 MR. LLOYD:  Thank you, Jim. 4 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  We'll conclude at 3:58 p.m. local time.  5 

 (Whereupon, at 3:58 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 6 
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