
4/11/25, Kathleen McNelis Field Observations 

Upon arrival on site, Joey at Liberty provided safety brief.  Signed log as visitor.  Clinton Foster, 

MO PSC Staff showed me work performed prior days.  Two excavations were open for squeeze 

off locations in the alley behind Funeral home.  Bore rig set between these locations, bore rod 

still in ground.  Yellow paint across bore rod and ground on either side, Clinton said painted by 

Liberty to show if bore rod moved after that (did not look as though it had). 

Working in progress upon my arrival – hand excavation in opening above location of suspected 

damage.  Once excavated and pipe exposed, parties took photographs.  Damage occurred in 

stubbed off section of plastic main (orange plastic, could not see print line).  At this point, 

Liberty suspected that the western squeeze off location did not fully isolate the flow of gas to the 

damage location.  This was confirmed by excavation of a plastic tee in between the damage 

location and east squeeze off location. 



Liberty began location, excavation and abandonment of service lines to damaged structures.  For 

incident (explosion) location, performed abandonment between main and meter (not a location 

near main).  Liberty intends to perform bar-holes and leak survey along service line to check for 

leaks once gas is re-established.  At later time, will abandon close to main so that there is not live 

service stub in yard.   

 



4/12/25, Kathleen McNelis Field Observations 

Upon arrival at about 6 pm, observed trench dug along alley to west of previous  excavations, 

approximately where bore rig was located previous day.  Excavation was down to plastic main. 

Work in progress on my arrival – excavation to expose service line from  to tap at 

main:  

 



Kathleen McNelis Field Notes 4-13-2025 

Arrived on site about 3 pm.  Observed additional excavations completed during day, and 

locations where pipe had been cut and capped to isolate from remainder of system.  Liberty 

personnel took us to locations of critical valves 3 and 4.  Critical valves 3 and 4 are on the 4-inch 

plastic main that runs east-west past incident location in alley between South and Franklin.  

Critical valve 3 is located east of incident location at intersection of 19th and alley, critical valve 

4 is located west of incident location at intersection of 14th and alley.  Both were accessible.   

Also observed critical valve 5, which is physically near critical valve 4, but on a main that runs 

north and south along 14th street. 

Liberty personnel took us to locations of the 2 district regulator stations where valves were shut 

to isolate Lexington: the Mill Street and the Roncilli regulator stations.   

Visited Liberty’s Henrietta office where Liberty showed Lexington leak survey and isolation 

zone map.  Explained that to isolate zone 3 (currently off), critical valves 2 and 4 were shut.  On 

way back to incident site, observed valve 2 at Grant and 24th street which was accessible.   

Back at incident location, observed air pressure test started at approximately 6:06 pm.  Exposed 

joints were soap tested.  Did not observe any bubbles.   Air pressure held at about 19.9 psig. 



Kathleen McNelis field notes 4-16-2025 

Viewed site restoration in alley east of incident. 

Spoke with Mike Beatty (Liberty) and Chief Martin (Lexington Fire Chief).  A segment of what 

appeared to be fire damaged 4-inch PVC pipe had been uncovered when clearing the site at  

Franklin Ave.  Took photos of pipe in place, then after discussions with Ashley Horton (NTSB), 

Liberty had excavator begin digging to uncover the pipe from going south to the alley.   

Chief Martin called Martin Solis, Supervisor of city sewer department who met us on site.  

According to Mr. Solis, and possibly several (4-5?) other houses along the alley were 

connected to a private sewer line.  The City does not have records of these lines, but Mr. Solis 

thought that all may connect to a common pipe that runs through alley, and joins with the city 

sewer system in vicinity of 18th street. 

Excavated length of pipe to alley, total length of horizontal pipe run measured by Liberty with 

wheel at 120 feet, 4 inches.  To the north in area believed to be buried beneath the former 

residence at , the pipe appeared to be 4-inch white PVC pipe, this transitions 

to black pipe which also appeared to be some type of plastic (light weight).  Liberty has sections 

cut from both the white PVC at north, and black plastic pipe.  South at alley, there is also a short 

segment of white PVC, possibly a past repair. 

Liberty also took elevation measurements at various locations along the pipe – sent by email 

from Mike Beatty. 



 



Print line of white PVC pipe at north had a date of 08/07/17, did not find a visible print line on 

the black pipe.

 

 



To the south, there is a transition fitting to a black pipe, which appears to also be plastic.  Liberty 

has a sample cut from both the white and black pipe segments.  

 

 



 

There is an opening (possibly a clean-out?) near the location where pipe elbows down. 



 

 



 



Kathleen McNelis visual observation of damaged homes– 4-15-2025 

I walked South Street between 17th and 19th streets, 19th street from South street to Franklin, 

Franklin Ave between 19th and 17th, and alley between Franklin Ave and South St. 

 

This is based on visual observations, some damages could have been pre-explosion, also there 
could be damages that aren’t visible (foundations) 
 
Addresses on Franklin: 
 

....windows 
Building on NE corner 18th and Franklin, no visible address ..I was told already condemned 
prior to explosion  

... destroyed  

.. boards in windows 
 .... destroyed 

 badly damaged 
..  

Visible damages to front House nw corner of Franklin and 17th window boarded (Google says 
address is  



 window damages 
 
Addresses on South Street 
 

, funeral home, may be damages, my understanding is structural engineer will be evaluating.   
Roof possibly damaged. 
 

, possibly new gutter damage, foundation has Lowe’s wrapper. 
 
House west of funeral home, no visible address, possible damages (Google says  
 

, Pink house, window in back boarded up. 
 

, window broken, possibly new siding damage 
 

, possible siding damage 
 




