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INTERVIEW

(3:27 p.m.)

MS. HORTON: All right, on the record with Edin Alexander.
Today is April 14th, 2025, the time is 3:27 p.m. Central time. My
name 1s Ashley Horton, I'm with the National Transportation Safety
Board, I'm a pipeline investigator and for this accident I'm the
investigator-in-charge and pipeline operations group chair. We
are at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites in Oak Grove, Missouri.
This interview is being conducted as part of the investigation
into the accident that occurred on April 9th, 2025 in Lexington,
Missouri. The NTSB case number for this accident is PLD25LR004.

The purpose of this investigation is to increase safety, not
to assign fault, blame, or liability. The NTSB is an independent
federal agency charged with determining the probable cause of
transportation accidents and promoting transportation safety. The
NTSB has no regulatory or enforcement powers.

This interview is being recorded and may be transcribed at a
later date. A copy of the transcript will be provided to you for
review prior to being entered into the public docket. Please
provide the spelling of your name, the company you work for, and
your job title.

MR. RODRIGUES: 1I'll go over that in my translation.

MS. HORTON: Do you want us to go introduce ourselves first?

MR. RODRIGUES: Yeah, let's do that.

MS. HORTON: Okay. We're going to introduce ourselves first
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and the spelling of our name and our affiliation, so I'm Ashley
Horton, A-s-h-l-e-y H-o-r-t-o-n, and I'm with the National
Transportation Safety Board.

MS. McNELIS: I'm Kathleen McNelis.

K-a-t-h-l-e-e-n M-c-N-e-1l-i-s, and I'm with the Missouri
Public Service Commission.

MR. PETERSON: I am Ron Peterson, R-o-n P-e-t-e-r-s-o-n, with
Sellenriek Construction.

MR. GAETO: And I'm Vincent Gaeto, V-i-n-c-e-n-t G-a-e-t-o,
representing the Empire District Gas Company.

MR. MORROW: And I am Jim Morrow, I'm here for Alfra
Communications.

MR. RODRIGUES: And my name Adolfo Rodrigues, I'm an accident
investigator with the National Transportation Safety Board,
spelling of my name is A-d-o-1-f-o, last name R-o-d-g-r-i-g-u-e-s,
and I will also be translating for Mr. Ed -- for Edin Alexander
today. Ferrara Hernandez. Okay. And I'll go over everything
that you just stated, Ashley.

(Introduction translation.)

(Response from interviewee.)

MR. RODRIGUES: He's just stating that you're representing
him, so --

MR. MORROW: Right.

MR. RODRIGUES: -- I just wanted to make sure we capture that

on the recording, okay.
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(Introduction translation continued.)

MR. FERRARA: Okay.

MR. RODRIGUES: Okay, we're ready.

MS. HORTON: Okay, great.

INTERVIEW OF EDIN ALEXANDER FERRARA HERNANDEZ

BY MS. HORTON:
Q. So we wanted to start with you just describing your Jjob
title, your major job duties, how long you've worked in this
position and how long you've been working in the industry.
A. Okay, so he states that he's been doing this type of work for
six years as an operator operating machines, he mentioned the
type, machine type 2020. He says that he was -- or he gained
experience on this in Arkansas, he stated that possibly in
Missouri, I'm not sure if that's -- he wasn't sure of the exact
location of where he was working at, that was based off his
recollection and yeah, he's a machine operator, that's what he's
been doing for the last six years and that's where he received his
training, was from his previous employer.
Q. Okay. Now can you walk us through everything you remember
from the day of the accident, leading up to the strike and
anything after?
A. Okay. All right, so I'll start off, he states that he
arrived at the job site right around 8:00 to 8:30 and they began
work at 8:30 a.m. and this involved prepping the site, putting up

cones, signs, and also doing a walk-through reviewing the area
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that they're going to be working, which he mentioned was between
19th Street and 18th Street, that he indicated on this map, and
they were doing work there specifically from 8:30 a.m. up until
lunch time and then they took their lunch and came back and
continued work there and he mentioned that around 1:30 p.m. to
about 3:30 p.m. they finished that work at that specific location
between 19th and 18th Street. From there he moved his machine and
positioned it at 18th Street crossing and he said at about

4 o'clock p.m. is when they started their bore hole.

Q. Okay. Can you walk us through what happened after the
strike?
A. Okay, so he does state, immediately after, you know, he

noticed the point of impact and he felt the strike and immediately
after he felt that he struck the pipe with the equipment, that he
stopped immediately and his coworker, Adrian, was also in the area
there and he's the one that immediately contacted their supervisor
to let him know and he said that he observed or they had
conversations that there was gas leaking and immediately provided
that information to his supervisor.

He states that immediately after that, his supervisor
contacted 9-1-1.

Oh okay, so he said that, you know, he did observe that
Adrian contacted his supervisor and his supervisor, soon after,
immediately arrived on the scene and that's where he witnessed

also that he was in contact and contacting 9-1-1 to let them know
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about the accident.

Q. Okay, what happened after that?

A. So he says that immediately after that, that they cleared the
area and he witnessed the fire department arrived and they were

stationed and in position and remained at 19th Street.

Q. Okay.

A. And that's what he was pointing to on the map.

Q. I guess remained on --

A. So he said that when -- as soon as they struck the point of

impact, they still waited there once the supervisor showed up and
that's when they did notice the gas was leaking, so then they went
to -- they were in the clear at an area where he pointed out there
and they remained there, but they were still in position in case
the fire department was going to ask them if they need to move any
type of equipment, so that's what they were stationed -- and he
said he remained in there just in the aftermath of the explosion.
Q. Can you explain -- he left the site?

A. He said remained there and he did not depart until about

12 o'clock midnight.

Q. Can you walk us through anything you saw anyone else doing,
like emergency responders, fire, police?

A. Oh, okay. He said that he did witness the fire department,
first responders, police, that they were on site. They didn't
directly communicate with him, he says they did speak directly to

their -- to his supervisor, but he remained in the area in case
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they needed him, but he had no conversations with anybody, he just
said he seen emergency responders just walking through and staying
in the vicinity of the area.

Q. Okay. Can you now describe the job you were working on,
leading up to the accident, so you're working in this area, what
were you guys doing?

A. So he states that they were performing work there, that he
was locating and approximately 300 feet of work, I guess, was

performed in that entire area.

Q. So he was locating, not operating the machinery?
A. Oh, okay. So he just misstated, he said that the other
workers that -- or his coworkers were with him, they were prepping

and working in the area, but he did operate machinery between
those two points that he mentioned and that consisted of, first,
when they arrived on scene, unloading it from the truck, doing his
-- his work and preparations to start at the site, and then
working through there all the way up until lunch time.

Q. Okay. And then you kind of spoke about your on-the-job
training, can you describe any training or certifications you have
to do your job, in addition to on-the-job training-?

A. He says that he wasn't trained here. As far as his training,
it was all in his previous job, that's where he learned, that's
where he was trained to operate machinery, he didn't do any formal
written or any type of classes or provided with any books on how

to operate machines, so this is all just past experiences.
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Q. Can you explain how the HDD works?

A. Okay, so he started off by stating that, you know, as far as
how his machine operates and how he operates it, he starts off by
doing his normal, routine pre-checks and inspections of the
equipment before he even operates it, which include, you know,
checking all the oils, hydraulic oils, doing his visual
inspections and walk-throughs and as far as his understanding in
what he performs and what functions to operate the machine, you
know, he's operating levers, several buttons that are associated
with different type of functions and also, I believe he stated
that some levers that are used to swap out some of the drills
themselves.

Q. Okay. Are you provided any paperwork or procedures from the
contractor part of the job and if so, are they provided in
Spanish, as well?

A. He says yes, they do provide them with written documentation
and it is in Spanish.

Q. Okay. Can you describe, like, what kind of documentation or
procedures you're given prior to the job?

A. So he was describing that the written documents that he's
provided state some of the processes and procedures based off his
understanding of how to, you know, perform his work as far as
knowing how to dig in certain areas where he said they have to
make sure that they're three feet away, at a minimum, of areas

that are marked and identified.
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And he says that it also just informs him and instructs him
not to be in certain areas of where, you know, they can possibly
strike something that they shouldn't and he says it tells him how
to keep him safe.

Q. Okay. And was the location being dotted as the work was
ongoing and how frequently is the location dotted?

A. So he was stating that all the areas that he's working on,
they're all previously marked and he doesn't, you know, operate
outside of any of the areas that are marked and he doesn't know
the process of how other folks are doing all the markings before
he's there.

So he says that they already have a plan, they already know
the route where they're going to be at and he's ready to go on his
machinery and perform his work and yeah, everything is marked
under, you know, per his understanding.

0. I think we meant more your locator for the machinery, so how
often is that dotted?

A. Okay, so yeah, he was confused by a previous question, too,
and he was saying now that -- the way he understands it is his
locator is out there and he's making the markings and he's tasked
with kind of plotting where he needs to go and then he's -- so
they're constantly communicating and they're determining what's
the best route that they need to go and what they need to avoid
and what they don't, I mean, what they -- yeah, what they need to

avoid.
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Q. Okay. That leads into can you describe how you, as the
person operating the Ditch Witch, communicate with the locator?

A. So he says they utilize radios if they're beyond what he
thinks is about 50 feet and anything closer than the 50 feet, they
utilize hand signals and they communicate that way, but anything

beyond 50 feet, he utilizes radios to talk with. Yeah, with his

radios.

Q. Okay. How has your experience been working with Liberty on
this job?

A. He just says good.

Q. Have they been locating on time and has the locating been
accurate?

A. He says that he hasn't had any problems, the only problem, of

course, 1is the accident itself, but prior to that he has no
problems.

Q. Great. Can you describe, when you cross a gas facility, are
you exposing it and watching the auger go past or the locator is
doing that?

A. He says he relies on his locator.

Q. Okay. And then when the conduit is pulled back, is it

visually verified it's gone back?

A. He says yes.

Q. Okay. Can you describe the weather throughout the job, this
job?

A. He says that he feels like the temperature was about 70
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degrees, it was windy that he noticed and there was no rain or
moisture that he remembers.

Q. And then what would you do differently if it was rainy or
muddy or there was bad weather?

A. He says they just shut down all work if it's raining, if
there's any type -- signs of thunder or any type of thunderstorms,
that they just send them home.

Q. What about if it's not currently raining but it's muddy from,
like, previous rain?

A. He says yeah, they'll still continue work if that day there's

no rain, even though there's still moisture in the ground.

Q. Okay. And no different protocol or procedure?
A. He says no different, they just show up and they get to work.
Q. Okay. And do you know if any other facilities have been hit

in the past few weeks?

A. He says no. He says in that area, as far as he remembers,
they haven't had no issues and they haven't struck anything.

Q. Okay. Was there only one attempt to make the bore in the
location that was struck?

A. He says in that one location they only did it one time. He
says that they did perform one and that was at 20th Street, but
that they didn't do any -- any other ones outside of that.

0. Okay, 20th Street.

A. Did you say bore hole? 1Is that what your question -- just to
clarify?
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Q. Did you only dig one bore in the location where it was
struck? So like were there any obstructions, like you tried to go

in, pulled back and then go in again? Does that make sense?

A. Oh, okay, yeah, it was just that one time, yeah, he was --
Q. Okay.

A. He didn't understand it.

Q. And then how can you tell if you've hit something with the

machine, is it Jjust you can feel it or does the machine notify you
in any way?

A. So he says that he feels it, you know, personally, through
his hand placement on the levers, he feels that change and he says
that in areas where it's soft or hard, he kind of has a feeling
for it and if it's in areas where he feels that it's hard or his
machine's kind of giving him a heads up based off his hand
movements there, that he checks with his locator and has his
locator give a better look.

Q. Okay. 1Is there a protocol or, I guess, what do you normally
do if you hit something, do you try to make sure not to pull it
out or you wait and verify what you've hit before you move the
drill anymore?

A. So he says i1f he feels like he's struck something, he
immediately turns off his piece of equipment and then he checks in
with his locator and he has his locator verify that, but he does
not perform any other work there, he remains stationary until he

hears back from his locator. And then he did mention, you know,
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if he strikes something and it starts leaking out or shooting out
water, then -- then he knows that there's probably a water leak
and also if he strikes power, that that's something that they
notice.

Q. Okay, I just have two more and then I'll turn it over. So
did you smell gas immediately?

A. He said immediately after, the moment he hit it.

Q. Okay. And then my last question is did you do any work east

of 18th Street leading up to the accident, so east of the hit

location?

A. He says no, he says that -- so he's --

Q. Make sure he's oriented by --

A. Okay, so he was pointing there and that's between 18th Street

and 20th Street.

MS. HORTON: Okay.

MR. RODRIGUES: So I think it just wasn't oriented right.

MS. HORTON: Yeah, I thought. Okay, thanks. I'll turn it
over to Kathleen now.

MS. McNELIS: Thank you.

BY MS. McNELIS:
Q. I just wanted to clarify, I have in my notes that he has six
years' experience with this type of equipment, was that all with
the current employer, Alfra, or does it include other industry
experience?
A. Okay, so he states that that was just a combined six years
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which included his current employer, Alfra, which he said he's
worked with for three years and then the other three years was two
separate companies that he had worked for two to three years.
Q. And do you remember the names of the other companies?
A. He says no.

MS. McNELIS: All right, thank you.

MR. FERRARA: You're welcome.

BY MR. PETERSON:
Q. Okay, just one question for clarification. When they are
proceeding with the bore work they're doing, does he watch -- I
believe the locator was Mr. Lopez, does he watch him put paint
marks down as they go and if so, how far apart?
A. He says yes, he does, that his locator marks them and they do
avoid being within the three feet minimum, so they stay away from
that three feet.

MR. PETERSON: Okay, thank you.

MR. FERRARA: You're welcome.

BY MR. GAETO:
Q. How long from when the gas main was hit until your supervisor
was on site?
A. He said maybe two minutes.
Q. Two minutes. And how long before his supervisor was on site
before he called 9-1-17?
A. He says he doesn't remember the exact time, he just remembers

that he did notice that the supervisor was on the phone the entire
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time and he assumed that he was in constant contact with emergency
services, but he doesn't remember the time.

MR. GAETO: That's all my questions.

MS. HORTON: All right, great. We are ending the interview
at 4:14 p.m.

(Whereupon, at 4:14 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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