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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(2:04 p.m.) 2 

 MS. HORTON:  All right.  On the record with Adrian Lopez.  3 

Today is April 14th, 2025, and the time is 2:04 p.m. Central Time.  4 

My name is Ashley Horton.  I'm with the National Transportation 5 

Safety Board.  I'm a pipeline investigator, and for this accident, 6 

I'm the investigator-in-charge and the pipeline operations group 7 

chair.  We are at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites in Oak Grove, 8 

Missouri.   9 

 This interview is being conducted as part of the 10 

investigation into the accident that occurred on April 9th, 2025, 11 

in Lexington, Missouri.  The NTSB Case Number for this accident is 12 

PLD25LR004.   13 

 The purpose of this investigation is to increase safety, not 14 

to assign fault, blame or liability.  The NTSB is an independent 15 

federal agency charged with determining the probable cause of 16 

transportation accidents.  The NTSB has no regulatory or 17 

enforcement power.   18 

 This interview is being recorded and may be transcribed at a 19 

later date.  A copy of the transcript will be provided to you for 20 

review prior to being entered into the public docket.   21 

 Please provide the spelling of your name, the company you 22 

work for and your job title. 23 

 MR. LOPEZ:  My name is Adrian Lopez.  I work for Alfra 24 

Communications, and I'm a locator.   25 
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 MS. HORTON:  All right.  You're permitted to have one person 1 

present during the interview.  Please state for the record who you 2 

have selected, and can they please give us the spelling of their 3 

name and affiliation?   4 

 MR. MORROW:  I'm the attorney for Alfra Communications, Jim 5 

Morrow, M-o-r-r-o-w.  6 

 MS. HORTON:  All right.  Now, we'll all go around and say who 7 

we are and who we're affiliated with spelling our names.  Ashley 8 

Horton, A-s-h-l-e-y, H-o-r-t-o-n, and I'm with the National 9 

Transportation Safety Board.   10 

 MS. McNELIS:  I’m Kathleen McNelis, K-a-t-h-l-e-e-n, M-c-N-e-11 

l-i-s.  I'm with the Missouri Public Service Commission.   12 

 MR. PETERSON:  I'm Ron Peterson, R-o-n, P-e-t-e-r-s-o-n, with 13 

Sellenriek Construction. 14 

 MR. GAETO:  And I'm Vincent Gaeto, V-i-n-c-e-n-t, G-a-e-t-o, 15 

and I'm representing the Empire District Gas Company.   16 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  And I'm Adolfo Rodrigues, A-d-o-l-f-o, R-o-d-17 

r-i-g-u-e-s, and I'm with the National Transportation Safety 18 

Board, and I'm an accident investigator.  19 

INTERVIEW OF ADRIAN LOPEZ 20 

 BY MS. HORTON:   21 

Q. All right.  Just to get started, let's go through your job 22 

title and what kind of job duties you have related to that, and 23 

how long you've worked in this position. 24 

A. I'm a locator.  I inspect utilities and then I've been 25 
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working there for 5 years.   1 

Q. And can you describe for the record what's a locator?  What 2 

are utilities?  Go a little more in depth about what you do. 3 

A. Can I say in Spanish? 4 

Q. Um-hum.   5 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  This is again, Adolfo Rodrigues, NTSB, and 6 

I'll be acting as a translator for Adrian.   7 

 MR. LOPEZ:  He says that it's part of his duties, Adrian 8 

discovers and also locates, you know, pipes and utilities before 9 

they perform any type of work. 10 

 BY MS. HORTON:   11 

Q. Okay.  Can you just walk us through everything you remember 12 

from the day of the accident leading up to the accident and 13 

anything after the accident?  And by accident, I mean the strike. 14 

A. Again translating for Mr. Adrian, he states that when he 15 

arrived at work first thing in the morning, they go and review 16 

tickets, tickets that's provided for them for the work that 17 

they're going to perform.  And they're required to do some digging 18 

work at the site location.  He did point out to the map that's 19 

present here on the table in front of us, that they started at 20 

19th Street and did some work there up until lunch.  So that's 21 

where they were located before lunch, moving to 20th Street where 22 

they continued work soon after.   23 

 MS. HORTON:  And for the record, we've provided a map showing 24 

the work locations from Sellenriek Construction.  What is this map 25 
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called, Ron? 1 

 MR. PETERSON:  That's what we typically call a progress map. 2 

 MS. HORTON:  Okay.  We've provided a progress map from the 3 

work done leading up to the accident.  Okay.  Great. 4 

 BY MS. HORTON:   5 

Q. My next question was can you describe the job you were 6 

working on leading up to the accident? 7 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Translating for Adrian.   8 

 MR. LOPEZ:  Okay.  He said -- he stated that they were -- 9 

prior to the accident, immediately before, they were -- he was 10 

positioned where he was looking over some open holes, exposed 11 

holes that he was in the process of covering due to some nearby 12 

children in the area.  So they wanted to make sure that they were 13 

covering up hazards there at that specific moment prior to the 14 

accident.   15 

 BY MS. HORTON:   16 

Q. Okay.  I meant more or like what was the job?  What were you 17 

all onsite for? 18 

A. So his response was they were tasked that day to drill and 19 

that was their responsibility that they was to drill and that was 20 

for -- on behalf of United. 21 

Q. Okay.  Can you now walk us through any training or 22 

certification you need to complete the job as a locator? 23 

A. So he states that he didn't have any formal training, that he 24 

came into this job through his past experience and training that 25 
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he received at a different job outside this company through other 1 

individuals that he worked with but there was no formal or 2 

specific training how to perform his duties.  They hired him based 3 

off of his experience. 4 

Q. Gotcha.  And then I was wondering if you could walk us 5 

through how your equipment works?  Like how does the locator work? 6 

How is it calibrated?   7 

 MS. HORTON:  Sorry, Adolfo.  I know I'm adding extra --  8 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  No, it's okay.  I'll break them down as much 9 

as I can. 10 

 MS. HORTON:  Okay.   11 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Sorry.  I was just asking a few follow-up 12 

questions about what he was answering.   13 

 MR. LOPEZ:  He does state that the calibrator, he utilizes 14 

the tool, you know, he mentioned it works just like a clock and 15 

also has a display that provides him certain information.  He goes 16 

through the various functions.  Before each duty and -- he does 17 

perform a calibration each day prior to any type of job or 18 

measurement that he needs to take. 19 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  And I asked him if he received training for 20 

that specific tool or if he had past experience. 21 

 MR. LOPEZ:  Which he stated that he's utilized that type of 22 

tool for about approximately 2 years prior to working with this 23 

company, and also was instructed on or trained on how to use at 24 

the previous employer.  And before that, he was operating 25 
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machinery. 1 

 MS. HORTON:  Can you add a note, too, that if he wants to 2 

draw anything out, he can use that pad and pen.   3 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Okay.   4 

 BY MS. HORTON:   5 

Q. Okay.  The next question was --  6 

 MS. HORTON:  Sorry.  Let me know if you're ready. 7 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  No, you're good.  You're good. 8 

 BY MS. HORTON:   9 

Q. Was the location being dotted as the work was ongoing?  And, 10 

how frequently is the located dotted?  And by frequently, I mean 11 

the distance in between dots if that helps you. 12 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Okay.   13 

 MR. LOPEZ:  So based on his response here, Adrian says that 14 

they -- at each location they do verify each marking, and if they 15 

happen to notice that there is no mark or something that they were 16 

expecting to be marked or any issues, that they contact their 17 

supervisor. 18 

 BY MS. HORTON:   19 

Q. Okay.  How does the person operating the drill communicate 20 

with the person doing the locating? 21 

A. Okay.  So he says he communicates directly via hand signals 22 

when they are a close or nearby distance when he's talking to the 23 

operator and when they're beyond about 100 feet is when they 24 

utilize their issued walky-talkies, and they're communicating via 25 
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walky-talkies if their at a distance, like he mentioned beyond 100 1 

feet or at 100 feet and beyond, and that's how they maintain 2 

communication. 3 

Q. Okay.  Can you describe your experience working with Liberty 4 

on this project?  Have they been locating on time?  Has the 5 

locating been accurate?   6 

A. Okay.  So he states that this was really the first time in 7 

working with Liberty personally for this project.  Any time he's 8 

had issues for this jobsite, that was passed along to his 9 

supervisor and his immediate supervisor handles any type of 10 

communication with Liberty.  To his knowledge, he doesn't know of 11 

any other issues, but he knows that the supervisor handles any 12 

type of issues with the markings and areas of concern for certain 13 

locations. 14 

Q. Okay.  To clarify, were there some issues in that were 15 

handled by the supervisor? 16 

A. He says to his knowledge, he doesn't know of any issues.  He 17 

has, you know, head that that's I guess the process or procedure, 18 

if there's any issues, just to handle it contacting the supervisor 19 

directly, and they'll handle that.  He does say that there was 20 

another drill in the area, and he wasn't aware if they were 21 

experiencing any issues with any of the locations, any of the 22 

markings. 23 

Q. Thank you.  And who is your supervisor? 24 

A. Jonathan. 25 
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Q. Can you spell that? 1 

A. It's Jonathan Polos.   2 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  He can --  3 

 MS. HORTON:  Yeah, that's works.  For the record, he wrote 4 

the name on paper, Jonathan Polos.  Okay.  Great. 5 

 BY MS. HORTON:   6 

Q. Now, can you walk us through when you cross a gas facility?  7 

Are you exposing it and watching the auger go past?  8 

A. Okay.  He says he's always observed it and he's always in 9 

position when they're crossing over any type of excavation or gas, 10 

gas lines are exposed, something that, you know, he looks for, the 11 

markings and makes sure everything is identified, and at that 12 

point, they're careful and try to, you know, further expose any 13 

additional pipes with a vacuum or using any type of clean up to 14 

expose it so they're careful for any potential strikes. 15 

Q. Okay.  And then when you pull back the conduit, do you 16 

visually verify it goes back? 17 

A. Yes.  He says that he does verify that it goes back and they 18 

make sure that they don't cover any exposed areas until they've 19 

verified that it's gone back. 20 

Q. And then how was the weather throughout the job in this area 21 

at this point, the week leading up to the accident? 22 

A. He said from what he remembers, the weather really wasn't a 23 

factor.  It was good.  It was a little fresh.  It was windy.   24 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  I asked him if he remembers if there was any 25 
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type of rain or moisture in the area. 1 

 MR. LOPEZ:  He says not to his knowledge. 2 

 BY MS. HORTON:   3 

Q. Okay.  If there was rain, muddy, bad weather, would you do 4 

anything differently? 5 

A. He says they don't work at all. 6 

Q. Okay.  Do you know of any facilities that have been hit at 7 

all in the past few weeks? 8 

A. He says no. 9 

Q. Okay.  And was there only one attempt to make the bore in the 10 

location that was struck?  And by that, I mean did you have any 11 

obstructions and have to restart the bore in the area? 12 

A. I'm sorry.  Just to clarify, you were asking if it was just 13 

for one attempt for the bore? 14 

Q. Um-hum.   15 

A. He says, yeah, that it was only one time and they didn't make 16 

any other bores beyond that. 17 

Q. Okay.  Can you tell us how you know if you've hit something 18 

and by that I mean is it always you just feel it or is there some 19 

other type of indication on equipment, maybe if it was a small hit 20 

and you didn't feel it? 21 

A. So he was saying if it's some type of hard object, usually 22 

the machine will kind of let him know as far as sounding an alarm, 23 

and he kind of notices that through the power.  That kind of 24 

changes there and then anything that's -- that he considers that 25 
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not hard or some type of hard material, he mentioned water, 1 

something of that nature or something not so hard, he can't really 2 

identify that outside of that unless the machine alerts him. 3 

Q. Okay.  And then did you get into any work east of 18th Street 4 

before the accident?  So the week leading up to the accident, was 5 

any work completed east of 18th? 6 

A. He says that they did perform work there, and it was the 7 

morning of, the day of the accident, that same morning, and then 8 

after they finished there, that's when they were relocating on the 9 

opposite side or where the strike was. 10 

Q. Okay.  Can you describe what work was completed on the east 11 

side? 12 

A. So he says that morning in that location, that you referenced 13 

and mentioned, they were pulling three conduit pieces from 19th 14 

Street moving towards 8th Street but they stopped short of the 15 

crossing.  He was saying that he was working beyond that, in this 16 

area here, and then they stopped right here prior to the crossing 17 

where he's pointing, right near the "X" that's marked. 18 

Q. Can he mark on the map where all work was done that morning 19 

on the east side? 20 

A. Yes.  So he says they started that area right at around 8:30 21 

and they finished right around 3:30 p.m. and that's -- for that 22 

specific area.  And he states right there where he pointed now, on 23 

this direction, that --  24 

Q. Going south. 25 
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A. -- that's where the other people was working. 1 

Q. Okay.   2 

A. And he doesn't know what all they had done there, but he 3 

knows they were there.    4 

Q. Okay.  So from 8:30 -- what time did you say? 5 

A. 8:30 to approximately 3:30 p.m. 6 

Q. So from 8:30 to 3:30 they were working between South 18th 7 

Street and North 20th Street.   8 

A. Yeah, he confirms. 9 

 MS. HORTON:  Okay.  That was all from me.  I'll turn it over 10 

to you, Kathleen.  We're only doing one round of questions.   11 

 MS. McNELIS:  Just one for me. 12 

 BY MR. McNELIS: 13 

Q. You had mentioned a previously employer where you had been 14 

trained to use the equipment.  What's the name of the previous 15 

employer? 16 

A. He says he worked for a subcontractor.  He was about to give 17 

the gentleman's name, and we can have that, but he doesn't recall 18 

the exact name of the company.  He was just working for him, and 19 

he was just operating machinery for him specifically.  So, yeah, 20 

he was just working under the direction of that individual.  And 21 

he said the gentleman's name is Agustino Guzman (ph.).   22 

Q. Thank you.   23 

 BY MR. PETERSON: 24 

Q. Just one clarification.  Ask how long the bore rods were?  25 
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And did he paint or take a reading with his machine in those 1 

increments or sooner, you know, more or less I guess, if that 2 

makes sense. 3 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  Can you restate that first part so I can get 4 

it right? 5 

 MR. PETERSON:  Yeah. 6 

 BY MR. PETERSON: 7 

Q. So the first part is how long were the bore rods on the 8 

machine?   9 

 MR. PETERSON:  And, if you want to ask that first, and I'll 10 

follow up. 11 

 MR. LOPEZ:  He says 10 feet in length. 12 

 BY MR. PETERSON: 13 

Q. And then what I was asking beyond that was when he's 14 

locating, does he put, does he put a paint mark down at the end of 15 

each -- at the completion of each road? 16 

A. He says that each time he completes a bore is when he marks 17 

it immediately after. 18 

Q. Excellent.  Thank you.   19 

 BY MR. GAETO:  20 

Q. I just have one clarification.  Was Jonathan Polos onsite 21 

when the strike occurred? 22 

A. No, he was not. 23 

Q. Who contacted Jonathan? 24 

A. I did. 25 
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Q. How long after the strike before you were able to reach 1 

Jonathan? 2 

A. It only took me about a minute. 3 

Q. A minute. 4 

A. Yeah. 5 

Q. It was through a cell phone? 6 

A. Um-hum.   7 

Q. Okay.  And then Jonathan -- how long until Jonathan came to 8 

the site? 9 

A. He just says that he knows he was en route and that's what he 10 

was told, but he doesn't know exactly what his location was at the 11 

time. 12 

Q. Okay.   13 

A. But he says that he arrived immediately. 14 

Q. Okay.  Did you witness Jonathan call 911? 15 

A. Um-hum.   16 

Q. So he called after he then arrived? 17 

A. Yes. 18 

Q. How long do you think it was from the incident of the strike 19 

until you saw Jonathan calling 911? 20 

A. How long?  Maybe about a minute, maybe 2. 21 

Q. A minute or 2 from when he arrived or from when you first 22 

called him? 23 

A. He says that based on what he remembers, as soon as he 24 

arrives, he witnessed him on the phone contacting emergency 25 
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responders or 911. 1 

 MR. GAETO:  That's all my questions.   2 

 BY MS. HORTON:   3 

Q. I have one follow-up question.  I guess why call the 4 

supervisor before calling 911?  Is that responsibility left up to 5 

the supervisor or I guess what's your normal process for that? 6 

A. He says normally, you know, that you make the call 7 

immediately if you see something like that but he just thought it 8 

would expedite everything and possibly due to a language barrier 9 

and his supervisor knows more of the details and he knows the 10 

location of where they're at.  So he felt it was best to call him 11 

immediately and let him know and let him handle it. 12 

Q. Gotcha.  All right.  Could you sign and date this, and we 13 

will add it to your transcript, at the bottom, so we know what we 14 

were talking about? 15 

A. Today's date? 16 

Q. Yes.  And that is 4/14.  Could you also add the times and 17 

date you said you were working here?  Was it 8:30 to 12:30 on 18 

April 9th.  Is that correct?   19 

 MR. MORROW:  3:30, wasn't it?  8:30 to 3:30.  20 

 MR. RODRIGUES:  8:30 to 3:30 is what I have written down.  21 

That's what he had me --  22 

 MR. MORROW:  I didn't object but --  23 

 MS. HORTON:  No, that's fine.   24 

 MR. MORROW:  -- I don't want it to be inaccurate.  Thank you 25 



18 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

for that.   1 

 MS. HORTON:  All right.  And this was on Wednesday, 4/9.  2 

Could you put the date, too, at the bottom?  Thank you so much.   3 

 MR. LOPEZ:  Um-hum.   4 

 MS. HORTON:  Great.  Well, I don't have any further 5 

questions.  Thank you so much for coming today.   6 

 The interview is ending at 2:47 p.m. 7 

 (Whereupon, at 2:47 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 8 
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