From:

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB - GRANDE COSTA D"AVORIO - RI 85481
Date: Friday, October 18, 2024 1:06:23 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon, Mr. Barnum,

Thank you for your patience. | would be glad to discuss the NTSB party representation
with you to gather more information. Please let me know your availability over the next
week, and I’ll arrange a time to call.

Regarding your questions in the attached email, please find our responses highlighted in
blue.

“Please find below our reply to your enquiry concerning the rampway door placed on deck
12 at fr. 30 ps which closes the car ramp coming from deck 11 below.

1. Is the door designated by class or the administration as a weathertight door or a watertight

door?

RINA: the door is not required to be neither a watertight nor a weathertight door as far as

the application of the Load Line and SOLAS stability requirements are concerned: the door is

a mean of closure between the open deck no. 12 and the Ro-ro spaces below. - Could RINA

please expand on their interpretation that the deck 12 rampway door was “neither

watertight nor weathertight”? And how the IMO’s International Convention on Load Lines

(ICLL) Regulation 12.1, may not be applicable for this door?
This “rampway door’’ is to be intended as a means of closure (Hatch) of an opening
situated above the “’Position 2’’ as defined by Regulation 13 of ILLC. This opening
provided with a Hatch, as means of closure being located at deck 12 above the “Position
2, as defined by Reg. 13, is not subject to the requirement of regulation 16: therefore,
is not required to be neither watertight nor weathertight. In addition, regulation 12.1 is
not applicable because according to Load Line Convention Deck 12 is not to be
considered as a “Superstructure Deck’ as defined by Reg. 3.11. Furthermore, for the
purpose of the Freeboard and Stability calculation this order of deck is not to be

considered.

2. If the door is a watertight door, would the door be required to have controls both inside the
space and outside the space? Or did the GRANDE COSTA D'AVORIO have any type of

exemption?
RINA : not applicable, see point 1 above.

3. If the dooris a weathertight door, was having the controls inside a space that was protected



by a fixed firefighting system an issue that was addressed in accordance with SOLAS Chapter
II-2 Reg 4.2? Or was there an exemption based on keel laid date vs build date? Or exemption
from the administration?
RINA: Solasreg. 11-2/4.2 is not applicable to cargo ships. The arrangement is not
subject to any exemption. However be informed that the door is kept closed at sea, as
per ship’s procedures and damage control plan.” — Could RINA please explain more in
depth their interpretation that SOLAS Regulation 10-Firefighting, Section 4.2 — closing
appliances for fixed gas fire-extinguishing systems, is “not applicable to cargo ships”?

About SOLAS regulation I1-2/10.4.2 on closing appliances for fixed gas fire-extinguishing
systems, we wish to inform you as follows:

1. incase of a ship at berth engaged in loading/unloading operations, where
personnel not belonging to the ship’s crew is also present on board, the use of
an onboard gas-based fixed fire-extinguishing system, should be coordinated
with relevant authorities, and is not addressed by SOLAS

2. the SOLAS regulation requires the provision of means of closure being
operated from outside the protected space, to avoid the entrance of fresh air
or the loss of gases to/from the protected spaces respectively and apply to
any ship using fire-extinguishing systems using gas-based agents. However,
the requirement of SOLAS regulation [1-2/10.4.2 is considered applicable to
equipment capable of being safely closed sufficiently fast to consent the
activation of the fire-extinguishing system in the shortest time possible,
before the fire may spread largely becoming out of control and jeopardizing
the efficiency of the system itself

3. Theramp dooris kept closed during navigation and it is not required to be
closed from outside of the spaces

Should need any further information, please let me know. Have a great weekend.

My Best Regards

Cristina Melado

Americas Marine Senior Director

RINA USA Inc

13450 W Sunrise Blvd #350. Sunrise FL33323 — US

Office: +1 954 -
Cell: +1954

RINA Services S.p.A.
www.rina.org


http://www.rina.org

From: Barton Barnu |

Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 9:57 AM

Tos Cristina MELADO N o ~ov:no

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB - GRANDE COSTA D'AVORIO - RI 85481

ALERT: This message originated outside RINA. BE CAUTIOUS before clicking any link or attachment.
DO NOT Submit Credential or Sensitive Information. Report Suspicious Messages.

Hi Cristina and Marco,

Cristina, | know we were unable to coordinate a call per below, but | was able to reach Marco
last Tuesday October 1. He said to me that RINA’s response to my questions should be
forthcoming soon (perhaps later last week). Do you have an update on when | may receive
RINA’s response?

Also, another reason | wanted to speak on the phone was to discuss NTSB’s “party
representation” process and see if RINA would like to become “partied” to our investigation. |
have attached the associated paperwork but would be more than happy to discuss further.

Talk soon, thanks,
Bart

From: Barton Barnum
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2024 2:13 PM

Tos Cristina MELADO -

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB - GRANDE COSTA D'AVORIO - RI 85481
Hi Cristina,

| was hoping to chat with you on the phone. Are you available tomorrow morning at 10:00am
for a shot conversation? | can set up a TEAMS meeting or just give you a call whichever you
prefer.

Thanks,
Bart

20
From: Marco Romano

Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 11:16 AM



Tos Barton Barnur
ce: Erhan DEMIRCAN N C<n- vi2_0o I

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB - GRANDE COSTA D'AVORIO - RI 85481

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning, Sir

RINA HO was informed, and they are preparing their response, which | expect will come next
week.

| herewith include in the loop Cristina Melado, RINA Director for America, who will take over
the matter, as | will be out of office for the next two weeks.

Thanks, have a nice week end too

Regards

Marco Romano
United States Marine

-

RINA USA, Inc.
13450 W.Sunrise Blvd., Suite 350
Sunrise, FL 33323 - USA

www.rina.org

From: Barton Barnum_
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 9:56 AM

To: Marco ROMANO G
cc: Erhan DEMIRCAN GG

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_

important

ALERT: This message originated outside RINA. BE CAUTIOUS before clicking any link or attachment.
DO NOT Submit Credential or Sensitive Information. Report Suspicious Messages.

Marco,

Thank you for forwarding my inquiry onto RINA HO. Have they been able to supply a response
yet?

Thanks, and have a great weekend,

Bart


http://www.rina.org

From: Marco romANo <

Sent: Monday, September 2, 2024 11:36 AM

Tos Barton sarnum I
ce: Erhan DEMIRCAN <

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSI

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Sir

We have forwarded Your questions to the competent department in RINA HO and we will
revert asap with their reply.

Meanwhile please feel free to contact us for any further information You might need.
Thanks

Regards

Marco Romano
United States Marine

RINA USA, Inc.
13450 W.Sunrise Blvd., Suite 350
Sunrise, FL 33323 - USA

www.rina.org

From: Barton Barnum _
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 11:52 AM

To: Marco ROMANO |
cc: erhan DEMIRCAN |G

Subject: RE: Classification Rules questions from NTSB

Some people who received this message don't often get email from _

lumportant

ALERT: This message originated outside RINA. BE CAUTIOUS before clicking any link or attachment.
DO NOT Submit Credential or Sensitive Information. Report Suspicious Messages.

Marco,

Happy Friday and holiday weekend.

Thanks for the call earlier today, and clarification of interested parties. | apologize for the
confusion as | suspect my inquiry should have gone directly to Mr. Demircan.


http://www.rina.org

My questions are in relation to the attached email correspondence between USCG and RINA.
Below is an excerpt from the email, USCG questions and RINA’s response, | have proposed my
questions in red:

“Please find below our reply to your enquiry concerning the rampway door placed on deck
12 at fr. 30 ps which closes the car ramp coming from deck 11 below.

1. Is the door designated by class or the administration as a weathertight door or a watertight
door?

RINA: the door is not required to be neither a watertight nor a weathertight door as far as
the application of the Load Line and SOLAS stability requirements are concerned: the door is
a mean of closure between the open deck no. 12 and the Ro-ro spaces below. - Could RINA
please expand on their interpretation that the deck 12 rampway door was “neither
watertight nor weathertight”? And how the IMQ’s International Convention on Load Lines
(ICLL) Regulation 12.1, may not be applicable for this door?

2. If the door is a watertight door, would the door be required to have controls both inside the
space and outside the space? Or did the GRANDE COSTA D'AVORIO have any type of
exemption?

RINA : not applicable, see point 1 above.

3. If the door is a weathertight door, was having the controls inside a space that was protected
by a fixed firefighting system an issue that was addressed in accordance with SOLAS Chapter
II-2 Reg 4.2? Or was there an exemption based on keel laid date vs build date? Or exemption
from the administration?

RINA: Solasreg. 11-2/4.2 is not applicable to cargo ships. The arrangementis not
subject to any exemption. However be informed that the door is kept closed at sea, as
per ship’s procedures and damage control plan.” — Could RINA please explain more in
depth their interpretation that SOLAS Regulation 10-Firefighting, Section 4.2 — closing
appliances for fixed gas fire-extinguishing systems, is “not applicable to cargo ships”?

Thank you again for the assistance, have a great weekend,

Bart

From: Barton Barnum
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2024 8:01 AM

To: I

Subject: Classification Rules questions from NTSB

Good morning, Ms. Melado and Mr. Romano,



My name is Bart Barnum and | work for the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). |
received your contact information from John Di Nino with the USCG Cruise ship NCOE.

| am investigating the fire aboard the RINA classed cargo vessel Grande Costa D’Avorio, in
Newark, NJ, on July 5, 2023.

| have some Rules questions and was hoping that you may have a point of contact with RINA
that | may be able to talk to, if not yourselves (understanding that you both may specialize in
cruise ships and not cargo ships).

| appreciate your time in advance, please feel free to give me a call anytime.
Bart
Regards,

Bart Barnum
Marine Casualty Investigator

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)
(0): 202-314-6091
v 202 S
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