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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(10:09 a.m.) 2 

  CDR BARGER:  Anybody online?  We’ll go ahead and start the 3 

recording.  Okay, all right, good morning.  The date is August 4 

7th, 2023, and the time is now 10:09 a.m., Eastern Time.  We are 5 

here conducting a joint agency interview as part of the Coast 6 

Guard, National Transportation Safety Board investigation into the 7 

facts surrounding and subsequent firefighter deaths on board the 8 

vessel, Grande Costa D’avorio, on July 5th, 2023.  This interview 9 

is being conducted virtually using Microsoft Teams.  I’m Commander 10 

Christian Barger with the U.S. Coast Guard and we are here 11 

interviewing Mr. Zyla. 12 

If you would introduce yourself? 13 

MR. ZYLA:  Sure, my name is Peter Zyla, Z Y L A, I was a 14 

mechanic on duty on that day. 15 

CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you, and Mr. Zyla is represented by? 16 

MR. BALDASSARE:  Michael Baldassare, Baldassare and Mara, and 17 

my partner Jennifer Mara is also on with us. 18 

MS. MARA:  Good morning. 19 

CDR BARGER:  Thank you, and if both of you could spell your 20 

last names for the record? 21 

MR. BALDASSARE:  Yeah, my name is B A L D A S S A R E, and 22 

Jennifer is M A R A. 23 

CDR BARGER:  Thank you, and Mr. Zyla, do you agree to have 24 

both of those representatives here on your behalf? 25 
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MR. ZYLA:  Yes, I do. 1 

CDR BARGER:  Okay, and Mr. Zyla, do you consent to this 2 

interview being recorded? 3 

MR. ZYLA:  Yes, sir. 4 

CDR BARGER:  Thank you.   5 

Okay, now we’ll go around the room for introductions.  Please 6 

state your name, spell your last name, and the agency or company 7 

that you're with.  And the easiest way, I think, will be just to 8 

go around and as you hear a natural pause, please start your 9 

introduction. 10 

MR. ZONGHETTI:  From Ports America, Gino Zonghetti, Z O N G H 11 

E T T I, and Robert Suarez, S U A R E Z.  Good morning. 12 

MR. BARNUM:  Hi, good morning, this is Bart Barnum with the 13 

NTSB, B A R N U M. 14 

MR. LALLO:  Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety New Jersey.  Good 15 

morning, Mr. Zyla. 16 

MR. ZYLA:  Good morning. 17 

MS. MCATEE:  Nancy McAtee, NTSB, M C A T E E. 18 

MR. PITTMAN:  Willie Pittman with U.S. Coast Guard, P I T T M 19 

A N. 20 

MR. LEVY:  John Levy and Tim Semoro, Levy is L E V Y and 21 

Semoro is S E M O R O, and we’re representing Grimaldi, the ship 22 

owner. 23 

MR. PALLAY:  This is Matthew Pallay from Freehill, Hogan, and 24 

Mahar.  My last name’s Pallay, P A L L A Y, and we’re on for AMS. 25 
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MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richarson, R I C H A R D S O N, I’m 1 

firefighter fatality investigator with NIOSH. 2 

SA HUSEI:  (Indiscernible) William (audio glitch). 3 

CDR BARGER:  Will, I’m sorry, you were broken up there.  Can 4 

you reintroduce yourself? 5 

SA HUSEI:  Oh, okay, sure.  Special Agent William Husei, H U 6 

S E I, I’m an agent with ATF. 7 

SGT PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo with Port 8 

Authority Police Department, P A L E R N O. 9 

DET RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios -- 10 

MR. WELLS:  Adam Wells, Essex County -- sorry. 11 

DET RIOS:  Sorry, go ahead, Wells.   12 

MR. WELLS:  No -- all right, Adam Wells, Essex County 13 

Prosecutors’ Office. 14 

DET RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police 15 

Department, R I O S. 16 

LCDR MOORE:  Stephanie (ph.) Moore with the Coast Guard, M O 17 

O R E. 18 

CDR BARGER:  All right, I think that rounds out the 19 

introductions.  Did anybody -- is anybody else online that did not 20 

introduce themselves?  Okay, thank you. 21 

All right, Mr. Zyla -- or Pete, I’m sorry, as I said, I’ll 22 

conduct the initial portion of the interview and then give 23 

everyone an opportunity to ask follow-up questions afterwards.   24 

INTERVIEW OF PETER ZYLA 25 
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 BY CDR BARGER:  1 

Q. So, to start out, if you could tell us what is your 2 

occupation and who do you currently work for? 3 

A. I work for AMS.  I’m a mechanic maintenance guy for them. 4 

Q. Okay, and how long have you worked for AMS? 5 

A. Since 2015. 6 

Q. Okay, and has it been the same position the entire time? 7 

A. Same position entire time, yes.  I work under Ports America  8 

-- for AMS, but under Ports America. 9 

Q. And related to that position for AMS and working for Ports 10 

America, what are your duties and responsibilities? 11 

A. Maintenance on equipment.  We have -- like not really doing 12 

mechanical work, but changing tires, fueling up the machines, 13 

fixing flat tires, check oil levels -- nothing -- not change oils, 14 

but just checking the oils. 15 

Q. And what training have you had or certifications do you hold 16 

for performing those duties? 17 

A. No training, no certifications. 18 

Q. Okay, no certifications as a certified mechanic or anything 19 

like that? 20 

A. No. 21 

Q. Okay, so then how did you get that job? 22 

A. I mean, I started as a lasher before in 2003 working under 23 

Port (indiscernible) and then from about 2008, I work as a 24 

maintenance guy for Ports America as a thing and then switched 25 
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over with AMS in 2015.  It just, you know, a simple job that 1 

requires no mechanical work involved, like, all hands on, just 2 

simple, easy stuff kind of thing. 3 

Q. Okay, understood.  Is that a natural progression for those in 4 

your position? 5 

A. Yeah, I mean -- yeah, I guess you could start as a lasher and 6 

then (indiscernible). 7 

Q. Okay, and how many hold your same position with AMS? 8 

A. On my -- Ports America, me, another guy, and then our 9 

foreman, so three of us work here.  They probably have a few more 10 

people on different piers, but for us, it’s only got three people. 11 

Q. And so, you and the other two are always assigned to that 12 

pier? 13 

A. Different piers (audio glitch).  Let’s say we have two or 14 

three ships working, well there will be one person to each ship. 15 

Q. Okay, understood.  Okay, so then on -- specific to July 5th, 16 

2023, which was the day of the fire on board the Grande Costa 17 

D’avorio, what was your role and duties on that day? 18 

A. I was the mechanic on duty for the terminal and the ship.  19 

Mostly just jumping -- jump starting the machinery, like the heavy 20 

duty machinery, like the trucks and the caterpillars that were on 21 

board.  Then just helping the guys that were processing the cars 22 

and starting the cars, just opening up the cars if it was locked, 23 

you know, looking up -- fixing a couple of flat tires, you know, 24 

putting air in the tires. 25 
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Q. Okay, understood, and what time did you report to work that 1 

day? 2 

A. It was a 7:00 a.m. start, so about 6:40. 3 

Q. And you reported to where? 4 

A. I reported to berth 15, which is on the other side to pick up 5 

the mechanical track and then drove over to berth 18 on the other 6 

side, where the ship was.   7 

Q. And do you report to somebody when you're working out of the 8 

site? 9 

A. Usually, just the superintendents that are overseeing -- 10 

Ports America’s superintendents. 11 

Q. Okay, and do you know who was the Ports America 12 

superintendent you were reporting to or working for that day? 13 

A. I think there was a couple of them.  It would be Michael 14 

(ph.), Aaron (ph.), and I believe -- who else was there, Rick 15 

Ramos (ph.).  It’s usually multiple superintendents ordered to the 16 

ship. 17 

Q. Okay, understood, and you mentioned earlier a foreman, is 18 

that somebody that you work directly for on the site? 19 

A. Yeah, I mean, he’s, like, pretty much our boss, but almost 20 

the same person as well.  I guess the union standards require a 21 

foreman and two mechanics per terminal. 22 

Q. Okay, so that day, were you the only mechanic on duty or were 23 

the other two also there? 24 

A. For that pier -- for that terminal, I was there, they were on 25 
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the other side. 1 

Q. Okay, understood.  All right, so you said you got to work 2 

about 6:40, start time for the job at the port there is 7:00.  So, 3 

if you could go from that point and then in as much detail as you 4 

can remember, walk us through your entire day up until you 5 

departed the site? 6 

A. Okay, so when I get in there, it depends on how they stow the 7 

ships.  Sometimes, they will start right away without machinery 8 

and the trucks and stuff.  So, we’ll start whatever doesn’t start 9 

and then it pretty much goes from there.  Same thing as the 10 

terminal because they have a terminal open to receive cargo, so 11 

sometimes I’ll oversee that as well just to make sure somebody 12 

needs a jump on a machinery or truck, we’ll help them get off the 13 

trailer or truck.  Filling up gas for some of the equipment we 14 

have, like the shuttle vans and stuff like that for the day, 15 

fixing a couple flat tires.  Just -- it was just pretty much 16 

normal day, nothing that would be different from any other ships 17 

we worked on. 18 

Q. Okay, and what time then did you depart the work site? 19 

A. Well, they broke for lunch, so we depart at about 11:30, came 20 

back for 1:00, and then we stayed all the way until -- I think the 21 

fire started around 9:05, 9:10, something like that.  It was 22 

probably the last five cars we were loading on the ship and we -- 23 

they told us to just leave about 9:30.  Everybody left the 24 

terminal about 9:30 when the firetrucks are coming in. 25 
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Q. Okay, and who made the decision for you all to leave? 1 

A. The lead superintendent, which was Rick Ramos, Ports 2 

America’s superintendent. 3 

Q. Okay, thank you.  Okay, so far you’ve mentioned, you know, 4 

both AMS and Ports America -- you know, you work for AMS under 5 

Ports America.  So, if you could, as you understand it, could you 6 

describe to us the relationship when it comes to maintenance of 7 

the pusher vehicles specifically between those two companies and 8 

yourself? 9 

A. Well, AMS -- I work under AMS, I guess that’s my employer, 10 

but I guess Ports America subcontracts.  I don’t even know how it 11 

works.  They need lashers and stuff from that company.  I’m guess 12 

the same thing with longshoremen, they don’t work under Ports 13 

America, they work under New York Shipping the same way.  On the 14 

pushing vehicles, we -- like I said, we’ll change a tire, simple 15 

stuff, check the oil, check the fluids, fix a tire, fuel it up.  16 

Everything major gets sent out of the site to, like, a mechanical 17 

shop. 18 

Q. Okay, and who decides if it’s something you can handle on 19 

site or if it needs to get sent off to a mechanical shop? 20 

A. Well, anything that will involve a lift or something like 21 

that, we don’t have lifts on site, so anything like brakes or 22 

anything needs to be sent off the site.  Like change a battery, we 23 

can change a battery, but nothing -- like no -- anymore, like, 24 

mechanical stuff will be sent out. 25 
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Q. Okay, and do you perform any kind of preventative maintenance 1 

on the pusher vehicles, or is it all reactive? 2 

A. It’s reactive unless it gets sent out for something, they’ll 3 

change the oil or stuff like that in the shop. 4 

Q. Okay, understood, and how many of the pusher vehicles were 5 

there that day and how often do you work with those specific 6 

vehicles? 7 

A. I believe there’s five.  There was one Jeep, one -- two Ford 8 

Rangers, and I believe two Chevy trucks -- Chevy Colorados.  So, 9 

that’s the five they have on site.  I mean, after every ship, we 10 

go through them because they do abuse them once in a while, you 11 

know, it’s just a truck with -- sometimes the bumpers hit the 12 

tires in front of it like -- and we will -- you know, they’ll get 13 

-- there’s plenty of screws on the site, so it’ll damage a car 14 

going over.  So, we’ll change the tires and fill them up.  So, 15 

pretty much after every ship, we’ll go through them and see 16 

something that was broken on it. 17 

Q. Okay, and if one of the five pusher vehicles were to break 18 

down, you know, throughout the day as they're loading the ship, 19 

what is your role in relation to that? 20 

A. Well, if it’s something we cannot fix right now, we’ll just 21 

take it out of service for that day.  We won't be using it.   22 

Q. Okay, and how do you take it out of service? 23 

A. We’ll just plank it away from everything and we just -- like 24 

everybody knows not to -- that thing is broken and they just don’t 25 
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use it. 1 

Q. Okay, but how does everybody know? 2 

A. I guess just word of mouth, you know, like, just tell them, 3 

okay, it’s no good, don’t use it. 4 

Q. Okay, so you don’t -- there’s no sign that gets put on the 5 

vehicle or not a special out of service area that’s designated? 6 

A. No out of service area. 7 

Q. Understood, so when there is an issue, do you report that to 8 

anybody above you? 9 

A. We’ll report it to our superintendents, yes, whoever’s --  10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. Same day or next day, whenever it gets started, it needs to 12 

be looked at and sent out. 13 

Q. Okay, and that’s -- so, that’s two superintendents from Ports 14 

America? 15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. And how is that done? 17 

A. We just -- I guess we contact them, tell them what’s wrong, 18 

whatever needs to be fixed, and then make a phone call to the shop 19 

and then they come pick it up with a tow truck. 20 

Q. Okay, and is that -- so, is that a verbal report or is it 21 

written or an emailed report? 22 

A. I don’t even know it goes on the Ports America site, how they 23 

deal with it.  I just -- we just tell them and I don’t know if 24 

they send emails or -- I know they make a phone call to bring it, 25 
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you know, but I don’t know if there’s an email track to it. 1 

Q. Okay, so you verbally report it to the superintendent? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. And then from there, you're not sure what that process it? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. Okay, so what are some common maintenance issues that you’ve 6 

seen with the pusher vehicles? 7 

A. Common stuff, there’s flat tires pretty much every ship.  We 8 

have a couple of brake jobs, suspension parts that we all sent 9 

out.  Sometimes the transmission goes bad just from, I guess, 10 

using it so much through the whole day.  A couple overheating 11 

incidents, I mean -- I guess when they push it, the radiator 12 

breaks down -- you know, they make a hole in the radiator, so you 13 

have to -- the pusher is going to be out of service because it 14 

just overheats and steams.  Anything after that, I literally don’t 15 

know any major stuff after that. 16 

Q. Okay, all right, thank you.  Then specific to the yellow, 17 

Jeep, what, if any, maintenance issues have you had to address on 18 

that vehicle in the past? 19 

A. Yes, in the past would be the punctured radiator a few times.  20 

I guess the bumper is too low and when they start pushing 21 

something higher, the bumper is higher, they’ll just squish the 22 

radiator into it.  So, that needs to -- like a hose or the 23 

radiator needs to be replaced. 24 

Q. Okay, and is that work -- the radiator work something that 25 



15 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

you perform on site, or is that something that gets sent out? 1 

A. Once we did it on site. 2 

Q. All the other times sending it -- 3 

A. Sending it out because there was too much damage to it.  Yes, 4 

if they had to, like, redo -- reweld the bumper or something like 5 

that, everything gets sent out off of the site. 6 

Q. Okay, and then you mentioned a couple of overheating 7 

incidents that you’ve been aware of with the pusher vehicles.  8 

Have any of those incidents ever been with the yellow Jeep? 9 

A. Yes, I mean, only because the radiator was damaged, so the 10 

hose was broken on it. 11 

Q. All right, and so when you’ve had those overheating issues, 12 

what gets done with the vehicle in that immediate time? 13 

A. Immediately, we look for leaks if there’s any leaks or, like, 14 

if it’s damaged, we’ll take it out of service.  If we don’t see 15 

nothings, we’ll check the -- wait a little bit until it cools off, 16 

open up, make sure the fluids are good, and then we’ll test run it 17 

for half-an-hour, whatever, 40 minutes, make sure it’s not 18 

overheating, and then it goes back in service. 19 

Q. Okay, meaning no more -- 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. Okay, understood.  What is the relationship between you and 22 

the lashers that are driving these vehicles? 23 

A. I mean, it’s the same company, AMS, they're just -- we call 24 

them the processors because they process the cars, I’ll process 25 
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their kind of heavy equipment for them so it’s -- you know, it’s 1 

probably the same title.  It’s just not mechanical.  They have 2 

their own foremen on the ship, so I don’t really control them.  3 

The foreman sends them whatever -- okay, you four or you six 4 

people, you go to the pushers, you four go to the field and jump 5 

cars.  So, I really have no say who goes where and to the what. 6 

Q. Okay, and if a vehicle that they're driving is having an 7 

issue, do they report that directly to you? 8 

A. They will -- either me or one of the superintendents and they 9 

will contact -- if the superintendents will contact me just to 10 

take a look at it and see what’s wrong with it, yes. 11 

Q. Okay, and does that always happen or have you ever noticed a 12 

time when you see a vehicle sitting -- you know, a pusher vehicle 13 

sitting out of service and you don’t know anything about it?   14 

A. It happened a few times, yes, where they’ll park it and then 15 

nobody says anything.  So, I’m assuming they're just not using it.  16 

You know, they wouldn’t -- sometimes it happens that I would not 17 

get notified about it, so I wouldn’t know until next day when we 18 

check vehicles for damages after the ship. 19 

Q. Okay, understood, and specific to July 5th, what, if any, 20 

issues were brought to your attention specific to the yellow Jeep? 21 

A. To the yellow Jeep, I have no issues.  The other pushers, I 22 

have -- I fixed a couple of flat tires, but to the yellow Jeep, I 23 

don’t believe -- I didn’t even put a gas -- I don’t believe -- I 24 

think the gas was put, the day before that, in it.  Yeah, I think 25 
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-- I don’t believe there was no issues to my knowledge. 1 

Q. Okay, and did you ever notice, on July 5th, the yellow Jeep 2 

sitting out of service? 3 

A. No, they’d been working through the whole day on it. 4 

Q. Okay, so from the start of the day at (indiscernible) up 5 

until the fire, that yellow Jeep was in service the whole way? 6 

A. Yes, it was in service all day, yes. 7 

Q. Okay, thank you, and do you personally keep any type of 8 

records related to maintenance that you perform on the vehicles? 9 

A. No, we don’t. 10 

Q. What, if any, written manuals, procedures, or directions do 11 

you have that tells you how to perform your job?  Specific to the 12 

maintenance on the vehicles, or expectations of Ports America, or 13 

AMS for addressing issues, performing them, that kind of thing? 14 

A. There’s no manuals, none of that for that type of a job here.  15 

No, I don’t believe there’s any. 16 

Q. Okay, and so when you started in this position, how did you 17 

learn what to do? 18 

A. I mean, I just -- hands on stuff, you know, it’s like -- it 19 

was just from jumping cars, you know, fueling up, fixing flat 20 

tires, just common little things. 21 

Q. Did you have somebody that you shadowed or that you learned 22 

from in the beginning? 23 

A. I mean, I did back when we used to be in Bayonne, you know, I 24 

had older guys that worked -- used to work there for years and, 25 
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you know, they just show you a little bit of everything at a time. 1 

Q. Understood, so I believe you’ve already mentioned this, but 2 

do you have any responsibilities related to any of the cargo 3 

vehicles being loaded?  I know you said the heavy machinery -- do 4 

you do anything with the vehicles whether they're running vehicles 5 

or non-running vehicles? 6 

A. With the running vehicles, sometimes if it’s locked up, I’ll 7 

go in and try to open up for them because they don’t have the 8 

tools for that.  If it has four flat tires, we’ll fill it up so 9 

that the tire doesn’t come off the rim.  Sometimes I try to put 10 

the cars in neutral for them just like, you know, with a little 11 

screwdriver just put it in so they could -- for the non-running so 12 

they could just push it on the ship. 13 

Q. So, you assist with them just getting the vehicles into 14 

neutral to be pushed? 15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. So, I believe the yellow Jeep was pushing -- I believe it was 17 

a Toyota Venza, silver.  Do you remember -- did you assist with 18 

getting that vehicle prepared to be pushed onto the ship? 19 

A. No, I don’t believe so, no.  I wasn’t there -- I wasn’t close 20 

to that vehicle, no. 21 

Q. So, I know you said you helped fill up the fuel in the 22 

vehicles, so for the cargo vehicles, do you put fuel into them? 23 

A. No, for the cargo vehicles, we don’t put fuel, just for our 24 

own equipment. 25 
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Q. For your own equipment, okay, understood.  Do you at all 1 

check fuel levels in any of the cargo vehicles? 2 

A. In the cargo vehicles, no. 3 

Q. Do you know if anybody does prior to them being loaded? 4 

A. I believe they have surveyors.  I don’t know if they check 5 

for fuel levels, I know they check for the keys and damages to the 6 

vehicle.  But I don’t believe they -- I don’t know if they check 7 

for fuel levels. 8 

Q. Okay.  All right, thank you, and then the last question I 9 

have and then I’ll go around the room for folks with follow-up 10 

questions, what, if anything, do you think could’ve been done 11 

differently on July 5th to avoid the Jeep catching fire? 12 

A. I really don’t know because, like I said, he was using that 13 

equipment all day long until pretty much the last ten minutes of 14 

the ship being done because the ship was almost done.  I think -- 15 

I believe there was five or six cars trying to be loaded after 16 

that.  So, I really didn’t see nothing that was out of -- you 17 

know, like, questioning something that could’ve been done.  I 18 

mean, I work on so many of those ships before for years and that 19 

was actually the first time we had a ship fire -- like fire on the 20 

ship. 21 

Q. And so, to your knowledge, throughout the day on July 5th, 22 

that Jeep was not having any issues and in particular, not having 23 

any overheating issues? 24 

A. Before that, no.  On the day of, as well, yeah, I didn’t -- 25 
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nobody even say nothing, nobody -- they were using it as normal 1 

vehicles, yes, no issues. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. I know with that vehicle, when it starts overheating, it 4 

loses all the power, so they wouldn’t be able to use it to, like  5 

-- they lose the pedal -- like there would be no acceleration.  6 

So, if they had any issues, they wouldn’t be able to push with it. 7 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, all right, understood.  Okay, so with 8 

that, I’ll try to coordinate as best as I can going around the 9 

room for follow-up questions.  We’ll start with NTSB. 10 

 BY MR. BARNUM:  11 

Q. Hey, thanks for that, Pete.  This is Bart, NTSB.  Just 12 

following on your last there, you said when that vehicle 13 

overheats, it has power issues, when was the last time that 14 

vehicle overheated?  I know you said not on the day of the 5th, 15 

but when was the last time? 16 

A. The last time, I would say, probably somewhere from what I 17 

remember in April -- maybe April -- end of March or April. 18 

Q. How many loads before?  I understand you don’t load every 19 

week or so? 20 

A. I would say we probably have a Grimaldi ship over there once 21 

a month, sometimes twice and a Haitian ship and a Dominican ship 22 

once a month as well.  So, I’m assuming eight to nine ship loads. 23 

Q. Okay, when it overheats, what are the telltales of it 24 

overheating? 25 
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A. I mean, if the radiator is damaged or the front is damaged, 1 

you will see steam coming up and leaking.  If it just overheats 2 

because of -- it’s getting, I guess, pushed too much with no 3 

airflow going in the front because there’s always a car in front 4 

of it, so, you know, that thing might go a little bit higher, then 5 

they lose the power.  Like there will be no pedal whatsoever, they 6 

can't accelerate whatsoever, it just goes into, like, 7 

(indiscernible). 8 

Q. And, you know, I’m not a car mechanic, what is the reason for 9 

that, do you know?  Is there -- 10 

A. I guess it’s just computer sensors that will read that its 11 

overheating and just -- they don’t -- it just limits the power 12 

that its going to give out. 13 

Q. Okay, is there any alarms or gauges in that Jeep that will 14 

also tell you it’s overheating? 15 

A. The light will go on, I guess, like, the driver will see the 16 

overheating light.  But, I mean, like, there’s a gauge for the -- 17 

temperature gauge, so we’ll go to the red and probably 18 

(indiscernible). 19 

Q. Okay, so is it an oil temperature gauge or is it a water 20 

temperature, do you know? 21 

A. It’s water temperature. 22 

Q. Okay.  All right, and there was no reports of any alarms on 23 

that Jeep that day that you know? 24 

A. Not that I know.  Nobody came to me and said it was 25 
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overheating.  No, no alarms. 1 

Q. Okay, you mentioned that the radiator gets punctured, is that 2 

because -- you said that the bumper was a little too high?  Or 3 

what was the reason? 4 

A. Yeah, I believe, you know, sometimes -- it depends on the 5 

type of vehicle, sometimes when they're pushing, like, a bigger 6 

pickup truck or something, the bumper might be higher than the 7 

bumper that they're pushing with and we’ll get a -- it’s pushed 8 

into the radiator and stuff and that’s how they make damage. 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. The tow hitches will go in it. 11 

Q. The last time -- you said you fixed it once, the last time it 12 

was overheating, was that the time you fixed it? 13 

A. Yes. 14 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay, are we back, can you hear us? 15 

 MR. BARNUM:  I could hear Pete the whole time. 16 

 MR. ZYLA:  Yeah, okay.  17 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah, I think the -- 18 

MR. ZYLA:  The screen went black, yeah. 19 

MR. BARNUM:  Yeah. 20 

MR. ZYLA:  Okay, when was it?  I believe it was in late 21 

March, early April when we replaced the radiator when it was 22 

damaged. 23 

 BY MR. BARNUM:  24 

Q. Okay, so did you get a new radiator, did you plug a tube?  25 
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What did you do to fix it? 1 

A. No, it was a brand new -- I don’t know if it’s rebuilt or 2 

brand new, but it looked like a brand-new radiator came out of the 3 

box. 4 

Q. Okay, I’m -- like I said, I’m not familiar with that Jeep, is 5 

there a water radiator and then also a separate radiator for maybe 6 

the A/C or maybe an oil cooler?  Can you describe it a little bit? 7 

A. Well, it’s only -- there’s a radiator for the water -- a 8 

water radiator that connects with two hoses, you know, upper and 9 

lower hose, that’s all that goes to it.  There is, I believe, the 10 

condenser for the A/C and it’s got the oil cooler in that, but we 11 

never changed those ports because they were never damaged, they 12 

were never leaking. 13 

Q. Okay, and then are you aware -- how was the engine oil 14 

cooled?  It is -- and the transmission oil?  Do you know? 15 

A. I believe they have oil coolers for that. 16 

Q. Okay, just water circulation? 17 

A. Yes. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. Yeah. 20 

Q. So, you changed that with a rebuilt or a new radiator because 21 

it was damaged or it wasn’t performing?  What was -- did you have 22 

a leak?  Why did you change it out? 23 

A. It was damaged, it was cracked.  Like, the side wall of the 24 

radiator was cracked, so we had to replace it. 25 
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Q. Okay, so since that repair, had you had to add any fluid? 1 

A. No. 2 

Q. No? 3 

A. Everything was good on it. 4 

Q. And it hadn’t overheated since that repair? 5 

A. No. 6 

Q. Okay, you mentioned that you did Ports America before but 7 

doing the same job, you were in Bayonne before they moved.  Were 8 

you within the AMS or Ports America when the Jeep was acquired by 9 

Ports America? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. So, you’ve been with the Jeep for a while now, what is your 12 

opinion of it?  Is it a good vehicle, or a bad, or has it -- is it 13 

a problem child?  What do you think? 14 

A. No, actually, we’ve never had issues with that equipment at 15 

all.  Like, you know, it was a good push vehicle to go on the ship 16 

because it was a low profile, it would fit on the smaller decks 17 

that other vehicles can't.  It was four-wheel drive, never had 18 

issues with it, so it was never slipping on the ramps, like, it 19 

was a good vehicle. 20 

Q. So, four-wheel drive, it wasn’t an all-wheel drive, right?  21 

It was, what, front-wheel drive and you had to shift it to four? 22 

A. I believe it’s a rear-wheel drive and you shift it to four-23 

wheel drive, yes. 24 

Q. Okay, and so is that the standard procedure?  When would you 25 
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typically have to shift to four?  Would it stay in four-wheel 1 

drive all day? 2 

A. I guess it depends on the -- how steep the ramp is and the 3 

condition of the ramp.  If it’s raining, they’ll leave it on the 4 

four-wheel drive so they can push the vehicle better on the ship. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. If they don’t need it, they’ll leave it in two-wheel drive. 7 

Q. Okay, and how did you -- how would you shift that, do you 8 

remember? 9 

A. There’s a shifter next to the -- regular, automatic 10 

transmission shifter that switches from two-wheel drive, to four-11 

wheel drive, to neutral. 12 

Q. Okay, does the transmission have to be in neutral, can you do 13 

it while it’s in drive?  14 

A. It has to be in neutral to switch it from -- between two and 15 

four, yes. 16 

Q. And the pushers that are operating these vehicles, are they  17 

-- is that pretty straight forward or has there ever been a 18 

problem with them trying to shift into four-wheel drive? 19 

A. I think it’s straight forward, you know, I believe they -- I 20 

think they know how to drive a car.  I mean, there’s nothing 21 

really hard to it, you know, put in neutral, put in four-wheel 22 

drive. 23 

Q. Okay, I beg to differ with you at some point.  Okay, just my 24 

last question on the Jeep there.  If it had been reported to you 25 
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throughout the day if -- and I think you might’ve said this 1 

already, if the Jeep was not having sufficient power, that someone 2 

had to back up and then re-push the pusher vehicle, what kind of  3 

-- what would you suspect was going on with that Jeep at that 4 

point? 5 

A. If it had no power?   6 

Q. Yeah. 7 

A. Depends, if it’s -- I mean, sometimes, they might be pushing 8 

a car which still has a parking brake on it and they might not 9 

have enough power because it’s locked, so they’ll spin the tires 10 

on the Jeep as well.  It doesn’t matter if it’s four-wheel drive 11 

or not, they're still going to spin because the car will be pretty 12 

much -- almost like the parking brake will be on. 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. It would spin like that.  So, it might not have enough power, 15 

but nobody ever came to me to say if they had issue.  You know, 16 

they push so much damaged cargo that I guess they know by now, 17 

like, to put it in four-wheel drive if they have issue with it. 18 

 MR. BARNUM:  Okay.  All right, well that’s all the questions 19 

I had.  Pete, thank you. 20 

 Thank you, Commander. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Thank you, Bart. 22 

 Nancy with NTSB, do you have any follow-up questions? 23 

 MS. MCATEE:  No questions at this time, thank you. 24 

 CDR BARGER:  Thank you, Nancy. 25 
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 Switching over to the Coast Guard team, Lieutenant Commander 1 

Moore, do you have any follow-up questions? 2 

 LCDR MOORE:  Yes, sir, I did have one. 3 

 BY LCDR MOORE:  4 

Q. Earlier you mentioned these surveyors who go out and check 5 

the conditions of the cars before they're brought on board.  Who 6 

do those surveyors work for? 7 

A. I believe they work for the Grimaldi as a shipper, they're 8 

surveying the cargo for them. 9 

Q. Okay, and when do they complete those checks? 10 

A. I guess they come in as their cargo comes in to look.  It 11 

could be weeks in advance, it could be days in advance before the 12 

ship.  It just, I guess, depends on them and what they're 13 

inspecting that day. 14 

Q. Okay, and then the last thing I had, you were talking about 15 

the different between, you know, the maintenance that you do as a 16 

reactive maintenance versus a preventative maintenance.  Is there 17 

anyone within AMS or Ports America who deals with preventative 18 

maintenance? 19 

A. I mean, anything like that will be -- oil change or whatever 20 

would be sent out to the body shop outside the terminal. 21 

Q. Okay, and is there a different division or, like, office with 22 

AMS or Ports America that handles that?  Like, who handles that 23 

type of work? 24 

A. Well, it would be superintendents for Ports America.  But 25 
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they don’t -- it’s not Ports America employees working on that.  1 

It’s shipped out to a body shop or mechanical shop outside the 2 

terminal. 3 

Q. Sure, okay, but the superintendents, they get the information 4 

and then coordinate all that? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

 LCDR MOORE:  Okay, thank you, that’s it for me. 7 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, and Mr. Pittman with the Coast Guard, any 8 

follow-up questions? 9 

 MR. PITTMAN:  I have no questions, Commander. 10 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you. 11 

 Going to ATF, Mr. Husei, any follow-up questions? 12 

 SA HUSEI:  Yes, sir. 13 

 BY SA HUSEI:   14 

Q. I just wanted to -- we did some surveillance analysis and 15 

just wanted to see -- we have the Jeep coming off the ramp at, 16 

like, 1532 hours, it parks near the ramp at, like, 1540 hours, and 17 

then sits idle to 1611, and then there’s a timeframe between 1611 18 

hours and 1811 hours it leaves the spot and is not seen again.  Do 19 

you recall, sir -- during that two-hour window, do you recall 20 

where this Jeep may have been during that time? 21 

A. It might be in the field with the guys.  The way they load 22 

the ships, it’s the different decks and different kind of cargos 23 

on different decks.  So, they may be not using the Jeep for that 24 

time being.  They might be helping out in the field where the guys 25 
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are chopping, I’m assuming, because it’s a different deck for 1 

different cargo, so maybe they weren’t pushing at that time; they 2 

were trying to fill up some different decks before those breaks 3 

between. 4 

Q. Okay, I understand.  With regard to -- you mentioned that you 5 

check the fluids, the oil levels, what other fluids do you check? 6 

A. Anything that will be -- so, like, oil level, transmission 7 

fluid if it has a dipstick, anything with dipstick, for the 8 

antifreeze, check the brake fluid, you know, anything that’s 9 

visually -- you could see without going underneath the car. 10 

Q. And do you remember if you added any transmission fluid to 11 

the Jeep that day? 12 

A. No, I did not.  I didn’t touch that Jeep at all that day. 13 

Q. Okay, and then just one additional question.  With regards to 14 

service bulletins or any recalls, do you have a database where you 15 

can run to see if a particular pusher vehicle is subject to 16 

recalls or any type of service bulletins? 17 

A. No, we don’t have access to computers or anything like that.  18 

No, we don’t have access to a database. 19 

 SA HUSEI:  Okay, that’s all the questions.  Thank you so 20 

much, sir. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, moving onto NIOSH.  Mr. Richardson, do you 22 

have any follow-up questions? 23 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes, sir. 24 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 25 
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Q. You had stated that there had -- this was the first time that 1 

you had experienced a ship-born fire.  Had you had a fire with any 2 

of the vehicles previously loading the ship?  Not on the ship, but 3 

in the dock or the yard area? 4 

A. Yes, we had multiple fires for the Grimaldi in Bayonne in 5 

about -- between 2009 and I believe 2017, we had a couple of cargo 6 

cars that caught fire on the terminal, yes. 7 

Q. Okay, could you provide any details on that in terms of what 8 

may have caused the fires or what was involved? 9 

A. What could have caused -- I mean, they were running cars, you 10 

know, the processors probably jumped and they were running.  I 11 

guess electrical failure or something probably could’ve -- catch 12 

on fire and then -- it never spread to more than two vehicles 13 

ever.  I mean, the fire department came over and -- well, I mean, 14 

we tried putting it out with a fire extinguisher if we see a fire 15 

and then we call (indiscernible) as well.  So, they come in and 16 

engulf the fire. 17 

Q. Okay, and could you advise if you have had any formalized 18 

firefighting training? 19 

A. No firefighting training. 20 

MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  All right, that was the questions I 21 

had. 22 

CDR BARGER:  Thank you. 23 

Moving onto PEOSH, Mr. Lallo, do you have any follow up 24 

questions? 25 
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MR. LALLO:  No, Commander, I don’t have any questions, thank 1 

you. 2 

CDR BARGER:  Thank you. 3 

Essex County prosecutors, Mr. Wells, do you have any 4 

questions? 5 

MR. WELLS:  Yes, thank you, Commander, just a few. 6 

BY MR. WELLS:   7 

Q. Good morning, sir. 8 

A. Good morning. 9 

Q. The -- you said you worked -- you did work for the company 10 

when the Jeep came into service for the company.  Do you know how 11 

long ago that was? 12 

A. It was after Sandy, so I believe it was 2012.  So, it came 13 

probably right after that -- a few months after that. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. It came as a used vehicle, it wasn’t a brand-new vehicle. 16 

Q. Sure, and you mentioned the preventative maintenance and that 17 

you don’t do it and it gets sent.  Who decides when it’s time to 18 

do preventative maintenance on a vehicle? 19 

A. I guess (indiscernible) or superintendents decide.  I guess 20 

they decide when they want to service the vehicles and they’ll 21 

pick a couple at a time and send them out for oil changes and 22 

stuff like that unless there’s something else that needs to be 23 

done, you know, they might do it as well. 24 

Q. Okay, so is there anybody evaluating the vehicles for, you 25 
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know, oh, this one’s suspension bushings are all thrown off, this 1 

one’s got a CV axle that’s torn and making crease.  Is anybody 2 

checking for, like, long-term maintenance repairs that need to be 3 

done that -- aside from oil changes? 4 

A. Not on the terminal for us.  I don’t know if they check it 5 

for -- when it goes for the service, if they check for that when 6 

they lift it up and see, but I wouldn’t know that. 7 

Q. Okay, do you know where they get sent?  I know you said they 8 

go offsite, do they go to a particular shop?  Does your company 9 

have a shop? 10 

A. The company has a shop.  I think it’s called Newark Motors, I 11 

believe, in Newark somewhere. 12 

Q. Okay, thank you.  You said that you didn’t put any gas in 13 

this vehicle -- in the Jeep that day, do you know if there’s 14 

anybody else who was on the -- who was working this ship that 15 

would’ve been in a position to put gas in the vehicle besides 16 

yourself? 17 

A. I mean, a lot of times, one of the drivers that drives the 18 

Jeep, some of them will go in and out and put gas in it.  At the 19 

end, if the drivers that were pushing things will -- could’ve gone 20 

and put gas in it. 21 

Q. Where do they get the gas from? 22 

A. We have a gas tank in the back. 23 

Q. What do you mean?  Back -- I heard you mention it and I’ve 24 

heard it from other people, you’ve got a mechanic truck, 25 
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basically, that rides around the -- 1 

A. Yeah, it’s towards the back of a lot where I have my office 2 

container kind of thing and we have a gas truck and equipment. 3 

Q. Okay, so you're saying sometimes the lashers who are driving 4 

and part of the push teams will fuel the vehicles up themselves? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

Q. Okay, so you don’t know whether or not fuel was added to the 7 

Jeep that day? 8 

A. No, I know I didn’t put any, but I’m not sure if they did put 9 

it. 10 

Q. Okay, I mean, in the -- I mean, this is 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 11 

p.m., pushing cargo vehicles up on the ship over and over again, I 12 

imagine that burns through a decent amount of gas.  How many times 13 

a day do these pushers -- do they usually get through a whole 14 

shift without being refueled? 15 

A. It depends how long they’ve been working on how -- they could 16 

probably go all day.  I believe it’s about a 20-to-22-gallon tank.  17 

I think they could go all day without being refueled. 18 

Q. Now, you’ve been talking -- a bunch of people asked you 19 

questions -- or a could of people asked you questions about the 20 

Jeep overheating and you’ve been talking about the radiator 21 

overheating, water over heating, right? 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. Have you ever known the Jeep to both have a engine oil or a 24 

transmission oil overheating situation? 25 
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A. I wouldn’t know because -- I mean, the only cage that will 1 

show anything overheating would be the water. 2 

Q. Okay, so to your knowledge, there’s no indicator on that Jeep 3 

to -- that would go off in the event the transmission fluid was 4 

overheating.   5 

A. No, it would not.  There would be no sensor or anything like 6 

that for that vehicle. 7 

Q. Okay, no alarm, no -- anything like that? 8 

A. No.  Yes, nothing like that. 9 

Q. And that’s not a condition you ever experienced with that 10 

Jeep? 11 

A. No, not on the Jeep. 12 

Q. You said that you did not touch the Jeep that day, so you 13 

didn’t check the level of transmission fluid that day? 14 

A. That day, no. 15 

 MR. WELLS:  Thank you very much.  That’s all I’ve got. 16 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, and over to the Port Authority Police, 17 

Detective Sergeant Palermo. 18 

 SGT PALERMO:  No questions, Commander. 19 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, and Detective Rios? 20 

 DET RIOS:  No questions, sir. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, then we’ll switch over to representatives 22 

for Grimaldi, any questions? 23 

 MR. LEVY:  Yes, I have a few questions.   24 

 BY MR. LEVY:   25 
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Q. This is John Levy, I’m representing Grimaldi.  So, where were 1 

you when the fire broke out on July 5th? 2 

A. I was outside the ship.  I was on the terminal. 3 

Q. And what did you hear?  Who told you it was a fire? 4 

A. Well, we have a radio, so somebody on the radio said there’s 5 

a fire on the ship.  Then we -- then I heard just make sure 6 

everybody gets off the ship. 7 

Q. And did you -- who was the operator of the pusher -- the 8 

yellow Jeep at the time of the fire? 9 

A. I wouldn’t know.  There’s multiple people there.  I wouldn’t 10 

even know the names. 11 

Q. So -- but you heard that a fire started with the Jeep? 12 

A. No, I heard there was just a fire on the ship.  I didn’t hear 13 

nothing else.   14 

Q. Did you later hear that a fire had started with the Jeep? 15 

A. The next day, I was -- I heard something.  Somebody was 16 

saying that it could’ve started with the Jeep. 17 

Q. And who told you that? 18 

A. The other lashers that were on the ship with me.  I guess 19 

they talked to -- with each other and that’s what I heard. 20 

Q. And do you remember any of the lashers’ names who told you 21 

the fire may have started with the Jeep? 22 

A. Do I remember?  Not that I can recall. 23 

Q. Did anyone tell you that the fire may have started with the 24 

transmission fluid overheating? 25 
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A. No, no one. 1 

Q. Sitting here today, are you aware that that Jeep was subject 2 

to a recall for overheating transmission fluid? 3 

A. No, I wouldn’t -- I didn’t know that. 4 

Q. You don’t know that today? 5 

A. No. 6 

Q. And you're clear though that there was no sensor on the Jeep 7 

to tell an operator of the Jeep that the transmission fluid might 8 

be overheating? 9 

A. I believe that there might be a sensor, but there’s no gauge 10 

on the dashboard that will say that the -- I’ve never seen any 11 

sensor going off on that vehicle. 12 

Q. Now, you have told us that you also check the transmission 13 

fluid on the pusher vehicles on a daily basis, is that correct? 14 

A. On a weekly basis, not a daily basis, yes.  I mean, we use 15 

the vehicles on the ship, so -- plus the vehicles sit there for 16 

the time -- let’s say they could sit there for two weeks doing 17 

nothing, so we don’t do that within that two weeks. 18 

Q. So, do you check the transmission level of the pusher 19 

vehicles the day before they're used? 20 

A. Usually, it’s the day after and then it just sits steady. 21 

Q. So, if we wanted to see any record of whether AMS was 22 

checking the transmission fluid as you say every time the vehicle 23 

has been used the day after, where would we find those records? 24 

A. There would be no records for checking the oils, no. 25 
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Q. Do you keep any kind of log or book of what you’ve been doing 1 

from day to day on the ship? 2 

A. No, no logs. 3 

Q. And do you record anything by written report regarding the 4 

maintenance with the vehicles -- pusher vehicles? 5 

A. No, we don’t record or have any log of what we do on it. 6 

Q. After the fire in this instance, did you write any report 7 

about the fire, about what happened that day, how you got notice 8 

(indiscernible)? 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. No one asked you what happened? 11 

A. I just spoke to my lawyers that are representing me and  12 

they -- 13 

Q. I did not ask you what your lawyers said to you, okay?  14 

Anyone other than lawyers, your supervisor, the Ports America 15 

supervisor, did anyone ask you about what you knew about the start 16 

of the fire? 17 

A. I mean, we talked about it, but not, like, you know, in a way 18 

that explained anything of what happens. Like, we just talked what 19 

could have happened.   20 

Q. But you were the mechanic in charge of that vehicle on the 21 

day of the fire.  So, your thought process on how the fire could 22 

have started is very important and can lead us to a cause.  What 23 

were you talking about with respect to how that fire started? 24 

A. I mean, I really didn’t know if it started with the Jeep.  25 
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Everybody was talking about a Jeep catching fire, the car in front 1 

of catching fire, we really didn’t know what happened at that 2 

time.  You know, people were just talking what could have 3 

happened, but not -- I mean, the Jeep could’ve over heated, I 4 

mean, the car in front of it could’ve overheated -- I mean not 5 

overheat because it obviously wasn’t running.  But, I mean, it 6 

could’ve had a fuel leak or something, was splashing on the Jeep, 7 

I really don’t know. 8 

Q. And did anyone tell you that the vehicle in front of the Jeep 9 

was leaking fluid? 10 

A. No, nobody said anything.  It was just speculations. 11 

Q. Do you have a cellphone? 12 

A. Yes, I do. 13 

Q. And did you use that cellphone on the day of the fire? 14 

A. Did I use a cellphone?  Yes, I did use a cellphone the day of 15 

the fire. 16 

Q. Did you use the cellphone for a text message to your 17 

colleagues, your supervisors, anyone in connection with your work? 18 

A. With the work, I mean, the only time during work was -- I 19 

probably did with my coworkers on the other side with my -- not 20 

with the superintendents, no, I wouldn’t use anything with the 21 

superintendents. 22 

Q. But you might’ve -- you might text message with your 23 

coworkers? 24 

A. Yes, I text messaged my other coworker to tell him that the 25 
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ship was finished up 9:00 -- whatever, 9:20, 9:25 when the work 1 

was done, sending the finish time and I said the ship was on fire. 2 

Q. What kind of cellphone do you have? 3 

A. An Apple iPhone. 4 

Q. A model number -- are you up to 13? 5 

A. I believe it’s a 13 or 14, I’m not sure. 6 

Q. Very impressive.  So, did you take any pictures when you were 7 

there of the fire and ship’s smoke? 8 

A. I took a picture of -- outside the ship of the smoke coming.  9 

I didn’t see no fire, but there was the smoke coming out of the 10 

ship, yes.   11 

Q. Okay, and as anyone asked you for those photographs, or for 12 

your text messages, or your email messages regarding what you saw 13 

and what you took on the day of the accident? 14 

A. No, nobody asked me for anything. 15 

Q. So, I’m going to ask you now if you would make sure you don’t 16 

delete any of that? 17 

A. Okay. 18 

Q. And I’m going to send a letter to your attorney asking that 19 

they -- your cellphone’s preserved and the image for a certain 20 

time period and we’ll work that out with your attorney. 21 

A. Okay. 22 

Q. I’m just asking you now, please do not delete anything from 23 

your phone, okay? 24 

A. Okay. 25 
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Q. What kind of records, if any, do you keep or does AMS keep, 1 

to the best of your knowledge, about maintenance and repair of 2 

push vehicles? 3 

A. We don’t keep any records unless, of course, somebody keeps 4 

records of when it gets sent out and what’s being done because I 5 

guess they pay the bills so they will have record of what was 6 

fixed or changed on it.  We -- as AMS employees, we don’t keep any 7 

records of that. 8 

Q. And who is your supervisor -- who was your supervisor on the 9 

day of the fire? 10 

A. My -- 11 

Q. Your -- who’s your immediate supervisor? 12 

A. My foreman would be -- my foreman for AMS was named Chuck. 13 

Q. Mr. (indiscernible)? 14 

A. No one else.  I mean, unless you call superintendents for 15 

Ports American supervisors as well because we work under them as 16 

well. 17 

Q. And on the day of the fire, who was the superintendent for 18 

Ports America? 19 

A. It was Rick Ramos. 20 

Q. And -- I’m sorry, I misunderstood, who was your was your 21 

foreman on the day of the accident? 22 

A. My foreman was Chuck. 23 

Q. Chuck -- and what’s his last name? 24 

A. His last name?  I would have to look that up.  I really don’t 25 
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have his last name.  I mean, we just call him Chuck. 1 

MR. LEVY:  Okay.  All right, thank you very much.  I don’t 2 

have any further questions at this time. 3 

CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you. 4 

Moving on, then, to representatives for Ports America. 5 

MR. ZONGHETTI:  Yes, thank you. 6 

BY MR. ZONGHETTI:  7 

Q. Good morning, sir.  I just have a few follow-up questions for 8 

you. 9 

A. Okay. 10 

Q. My name is Gino Zonghetti.  So, you were -- you are a union 11 

member, correct? 12 

A. Yes, I am. 13 

Q. And is that the ILA (ph.)? 14 

A. It’s ILA, yes. 15 

Q. And what local are you a member of? 16 

A. It’s 1804-1. 17 

Q. And do you have a title with the union?  Are you considered a 18 

mechanic? 19 

A. It’s considered as a maintenance guy, yes.  I guess they use 20 

that for anything.  There’s no mechanic titles for those. 21 

Q. And listening to you before, it’s my understanding that Ports 22 

America is required to have a certain number of 23 

maintenance/mechanics from the union? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. And you have -- you're one of them, you have a coworker, then 1 

you have a foreman? 2 

A. Yes. 3 

Q. And you work essentially 40 hours a week, contracted in by 4 

Ports America? 5 

A. Yes, essentially, then plus the overtime whenever the ships 6 

are longer, yes. 7 

Q. And do you have a location on the pier that you typically 8 

work? 9 

A. It just depends on the day, I guess.  It depends where the 10 

ships are.  It’s usually -- we’ll be, like, where the Ports 11 

American office is on berth 17 or 15 and then berth 18 as well. 12 

Q. Do you have -- for example, on berth 18, do you have any 13 

tools, or any fluids, or anything that are available to you in 14 

case they're needed during the loading of the ship? 15 

A. Yes, we have gasoline -- a diesel thing, gasoline thing, that 16 

would be it. 17 

Q. Do you have a container that has your stuff that you work out 18 

of? 19 

A. Yes, I do.  There might be, you know, like, liquids, like 20 

oil, and antifreeze, and stuff like that, yes. 21 

Q. Yeah, whatever you might need during the course of the day 22 

for the servicing of the ship and the cars you do, right? 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. And just trying to get a handle on what exactly you folks do, 25 
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for the pusher vehicles, you will change fluids? 1 

A. We don’t change fluids, no.  We’ll top them off if it  2 

needs -- 3 

Q. Top them off? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. So, that would include, what, oil, transmission fluid? 6 

A. Brake fluid or antifreeze, yes. 7 

Q. Okay, so after a pusher vehicle works a ship, you’ll open the 8 

hood, you’ll take a look and check the fluids? 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. And if anything needs to be topped off, you, meaning the AMS 11 

maintenance/mechanic, will do that? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. And am I correct that in the process of doing that, if you 14 

see something that needs a repair beyond what you folks are able 15 

to do, you will let Ports America know? 16 

A. Yes. 17 

Q. So, in a sense, on a day-to-day basis, the AMS 18 

mechanics/maintenance folks are really the eyes and ears with 19 

respect to what’s going on with these pusher vehicles? 20 

A. On the day of a ships, yes.  On a day-to-day, they just sit 21 

idle there.  They don’t get any use if there’s not -- 22 

Q. They don’t get used if the ships are not in, but you’ll check 23 

the fluid on those days? 24 

A. On the day after the operations, yes, we’ll check the fluids. 25 
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Q. And if a pusher vehicle breaks down at any point in time, you 1 

will be the first -- should be the first to be notified and you’ll 2 

look at it and see if there’s something you can fix and if not, 3 

you’ll let Ports America know? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. And you mentioned that anything that requires a lift gets 6 

sent out, is that correct? 7 

A. Yes, any brake jobs, anything with brake lines, fuel lines, 8 

anything -- any of the mechanical part of it will be sent out 9 

somewhere else. 10 

Q. And would you be the gentleman that would be telling Ports of 11 

America this needs to be sent out, we can't handle this? 12 

A. Yes. 13 

Q. But you’ll do things like changing radiators? 14 

A. We changed one because they needed a pusher for the ship 15 

coming out.  So, we get a radiator because we knew if we sent it 16 

out, it wouldn’t be back for probably weeks.   17 

Q. Now, with respect to this Jeep -- this pusher Jeep -- the 18 

pusher vehicles, they do not work all day long generally, is that 19 

correct? 20 

A. It depends on the ship and how much non-running cargo their 21 

vessel has.  Sometimes they could run all day, sometimes they 22 

could run for a couple hours.  It’s all different. 23 

Q. So, if the Jeep was not working on a particular day, for 24 

example, the day of the fire for a period of time, it could’ve 25 
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been that there was no need to push for those couple of hours? 1 

A. Yes, there could be no need to push or, you know, they were 2 

unloading those type of car, but they were loading something else 3 

that they had to finish first, yes. 4 

Q. So, it could’ve been running cars were being loaded, they 5 

didn’t need to push for some period of time? 6 

A. They had to -- yes, they had to wait or finish one of -- yes, 7 

so they could push to a different deck or finish up the deck, yes. 8 

Q. Now, with respect to the Jeep, am I understanding correctly 9 

that as far as you know, there was never an issue with the 10 

transmission or the transmission fluid? 11 

A. As of I know, I never came -- nobody came up to me and said 12 

they had issues with any of that.  13 

Q. Okay, before this fire or any time? 14 

A. Yes, never had issue with the transmission. 15 

Q. When you would top off the transmission fluid on the Jeep -- 16 

on this pusher Jeep, would you notice any problems, meaning it was 17 

always losing transmission fluid, or that it was burnt, or 18 

anything like that? 19 

A. I mean, it didn’t look like it was losing a lot, you know, 20 

like, once every couple of months we’d put a little bit of oil 21 

like it was just regular burn out or whatever.  But not that it 22 

would be leaking fluids, no, I didn’t see any major low levels of 23 

it. 24 

 MR. ZONGHETTI:  I think that’s all I have, thank you, sir. 25 
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 CDR BARGER:  Thank you. 1 

 And over to a representative from AMS, any follow-up 2 

questions? 3 

 MR. PALLAY:  Thank you, yeah, just a few. 4 

 BY MR. PALLAY:  5 

Q. Good morning, Pete, my name is Matt Pallay from the Law 6 

Offices of Freehill, Hogan, and Mahar.  I represent AMS.  Just a 7 

few questions on top of what was asked earlier today.  Just based 8 

on what counsel was just saying, as a member of 1804-1, their 9 

maintenance local, you're not a traditional mechanic that you’d 10 

find in, like, Jiffy Lube or a Midas, correct? 11 

A. No, I’m not, no. 12 

Q. So, obviously, so if somebody thinks hey, you're a mechanic 13 

here, it’s not in the traditional sense of, you know, somebody who 14 

completely rebuilds transmissions and all of that, correct? 15 

A. Yes, it’s just mostly maintenance on vehicles. 16 

Q. Okay.  All right, what -- earlier you mentioning about 17 

certain video surveillance that they saw where the Jeep was from 18 

1611 to 1811, what time is the coffee break for you guys? 19 

A. It depends, I believe, if the coffee break -- if they broke 20 

for meal hour -- for their lunch, coffee break would be about two, 21 

three hours afterwards, so between 3:00 and 4:00.  It depends on 22 

the time they will come, there will be another one every four 23 

hours.  So, another one will be about 7:00 p.m. 24 

Q. Okay, and your meal hour will be about 6:00 normally? 25 
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A. Meal hour is 6:00 to 7:00, yes.  But if they work through the 1 

meal hour, they’ll bring a coffee truck about 7:00. 2 

Q. Thanks, so is it possible that 1611, or 4:11 p.m., that the 3 

Jeep wasn’t working because it was coffee break time? 4 

A. Possibly, yes. 5 

Q. And then the same thing at 6:11 p.m., it’s not working 6 

because it was meal hour time or was supposed to be meal hour 7 

time? 8 

A. There could’ve been a coffee truck at that time as well, yes. 9 

Q. Okay.  All right, have you ever noticed any history of oil 10 

leaking from the Jeep? 11 

A. From the Jeep, oil leaking, no, I never seen any leaks 12 

underneath, no.   13 

Q. Okay, and maybe you know, maybe you don’t, do you know what 14 

the year and, I guess, specific sub model or trip of the Jeep was?   15 

A. I believe it’s 2009 -- 2008, 2009. 16 

Q. Okay, and it was a two-door Wrangler.  Do you know any 17 

information about the trip? 18 

A. No, I wouldn’t know the trip. 19 

Q. Okay, how about the engine size? 20 

A. It’s a four-liter, six-cylinder. 21 

Q. Okay, six-cylinder.  You don’t know -- you didn’t -- you 22 

weren’t on the vessel at any time, right? 23 

A. No, I never stepped my foot on the vessel on that day. 24 

Q. And you weren’t there when the fire started? 25 
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A. No, I was outside the ship. 1 

Q. So, you don’t -- you didn’t see anything, you don’t know what 2 

started the fire? 3 

A. No. 4 

Q. In terms of any recalls or any, you know, manufacturer 5 

required maintenance or scheduled maintenance every -- you know, 6 

every 70 hours or miles, is that work you guys do or is that done 7 

somewhere else? 8 

A. No, it wouldn’t be done by us, no. 9 

Q. Do you ever plug in to, say, like, the -- I guess it’s the 10 

OMDV (ph.) thing underneath the dashboard to check engine codes? 11 

A. No, we don’t, no. 12 

Q. So, and then anything about the maintenance issue and stuff 13 

would go somewhere else, not with you guys? 14 

A. If it were shipped out, yes, it would go to (indiscernible). 15 

Q. And in the instances where you noted that it overheated -- 16 

the Jeep overheated, you noted that’s when there was damage to the 17 

radiator, correct? 18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. Okay, and could that damage have occurred of, say, pushing a 20 

vehicle that had a hitch ball still on it? 21 

A. It could happen, yes. 22 

Q. Okay, and, obviously, a Jeep -- this wasn’t, like, a lifted 23 

Wrangler, this was for your average Wrangler, so say maybe a 24 

pickup truck maybe a hitch ball on it, could that have damaged the 25 
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radiator? 1 

A. It could damage the radiator, yeah.  Anything, like even a 2 

high bumper, you know, anything higher than the bumper was on the 3 

Jeep could’ve damaged the radiator, yes. 4 

Q. But a hitch ball sticking out, that would -- you know -- 5 

A. That go right through it. 6 

Q. That would make a hole? 7 

A. That would go right through the radiator, yes. 8 

Q. Okay, and how about -- how long after, say, the radiator got 9 

damaged, you know, would there start being effects to the car? 10 

A. I would say probably right away because, I mean, if the 11 

radiator gets damaged, all the antifreeze and the steam is just 12 

going to come up, they will see that right away. 13 

 MR. PALLAY:  That will do it for me.  Thank you, sir. 14 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you. 15 

 Anyone else on the line that has any follow-up questions? 16 

 MR. BALDASSARE:  Hang on, this is -- sorry, this is Mike 17 

Baldassare.  I just want to put on the record that, you know, my 18 

client was asked a lot of questions that I would view as sort of 19 

outside his sphere of certainty regarding who contracts with whom, 20 

certain union requirements, and, you know, what happens when 21 

vehicle leave.  So, I just want to put on the record that he 22 

certainly answered those questions.  I was not going to object to 23 

them because I know this is fact finding.  But I want to just be 24 

clear that, you know, to the extent he was just wrong about 25 
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something that’s beyond -- I don’t want to say -- call something 1 

an unfair question, just that his answers today were to the best 2 

of his knowledge as he sits here today.  That’s all I have. 3 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you.  Yes, I understand it’s to the 4 

best of his knowledge, absolutely. 5 

 MR. BALDASSARE:  Okay. 6 

 MR. BARNUM:  Commander, I have one follow-on before you wrap 7 

it up. 8 

 CDR BARGER:  Yes, Bart. 9 

 BY MR. BARNUM:  10 

Q. Pete, real quick, you mentioned that some of the cars don’t 11 

have transmission dipsticks.  Did the Jeep have a transmission 12 

dipstick to check the oil? 13 

A. I believe, yes, the Jeep had a transmission dipstick, yes. 14 

Q. It did, okay, and do you recall the last time you topped it 15 

off? 16 

A. Months ago. 17 

Q. Okay, and then this is my final question.  As you're checking 18 

these pusher vehicles after the load, checking the fluids, you're 19 

topping them off as needed, have you ever taken one out of service 20 

because you’ve noticed the condition of the oil is poor? 21 

A. We never took it out because of the oil.  But if there was 22 

any damage to a suspension or anything like that, it would’ve been 23 

taken out of service. 24 

Q. All right, but never taken it out because you noticed the oil 25 
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was deteriorating or anything like that? 1 

A. No, it would be out of service for that. 2 

 MR. BARNUM:  All right, thanks. 3 

 BY CDR BARGER:  4 

Q. Pete, I have a couple of follow-up questions of my own for 5 

you.  So, help clarify for me, when was the last time did you 6 

check the oil levels on the Jeep? 7 

A. On the fluid -- oil level was probably done after that, so a 8 

couple -- probably a couple weeks before that ship. 9 

Q. Okay, so after the last ship that was at that berth? 10 

A. Yeah. 11 

Q. Okay, and the pusher vehicles that are at that berth, do they 12 

only work there?  Or do they move to -- 13 

A. No, they only work there.  They don’t get -- move around. 14 

That’s the only pier that loads used vehicles and they use them 15 

for that. 16 

Q. And on July 5th, I know you said you didn’t check the Jeep, 17 

did you check fluid levels in the other pusher vehicles? 18 

A. On that day, no.  It was -- everything was done ship before 19 

that. 20 

Q. In going back, I think, to -- when you were discussing with 21 

Mr. Barnum on his original questions, you mentioned that, you 22 

know, the Jeep has two-wheel and four-wheel drive, the drivers use 23 

them at different times.  For what would be considered I guess a 24 

normal daily operation on a non-rainy day, do you know what 25 
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they're driving it in? 1 

A. Usually, it will be in two-wheel drive because it’s easier 2 

for them to steer.  When you lock it up in a four-wheel drive, 3 

it’s harder for them to make sharper turns, so they will use it in 4 

two-wheel drive on the dry conditions. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. Unless ramp is slippery because of a rain or oils or anything 7 

or something heavy they're pushing, they will push -- switch it to 8 

four-wheel drive just to give it extra power. 9 

Q. All right, thank you.  Let’s see here, so you mentioned that 10 

you were there -- were employed by AMS when the Jeep was acquired 11 

in about 2012 after Hurricane Sandy.  So, when one of these 12 

vehicles gets acquired to be used as a pusher vehicle, I know you 13 

said it’s a used vehicle, and it sounds like there’s some 14 

modifications made to the bumper? 15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. Are there any other modifications that have to be made to a 17 

stock vehicle to be used as a pusher vehicle? 18 

A. Some of them, they’ll just put a -- they’ll weld a new bumper 19 

-- metal bumper to it to push.  Any other modifications?  There 20 

will be no other modifications made to them. 21 

Q. Okay, so they are stock vehicles except for the bumper? 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. Thank you.  Let’s see here, so when -- a couple of months 24 

ago, when you did the replacement of the radiator on the Jeep, it 25 
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sounds like that was outside of the scope of what you normally 1 

perform? 2 

A. It would (indiscernible) but it was just a simple job, you 3 

know, two hoses, a couple of bolts, and that was it; just a simple 4 

swap. 5 

Q. Okay, how did you know how to do that?  I don’t know that I 6 

could change out a radiator on my car. 7 

A. I guess just looking at it, you know, it’s -- like, it’s not 8 

that hard.  You just take a look at it and see if it can be done. 9 

Q. Okay, and you mentioned you have a maintenance truck.  What 10 

kind of equipment do you have on board the truck? 11 

A. Well, we have a couple of batteries and a starter, jumper 12 

tank, which is a gas-powered generator that will charge the 13 

battery -- this will charge the batteries on the stuff.  Then just 14 

simple, you know, screwdrivers, wrenches, a couple, you know, just 15 

regular tools.  No power tools. 16 

Q. Okay, you mentioned you have spare transmission fluid and oil 17 

available to you.  Do you know what type of spare transmission 18 

fluid is that you guys have? 19 

A. Transmission fluid, I believe it’s just regular ATF (ph.), 20 

I’m not sure which one it is.  Oil is -- I believe it’s, like, 21 

5W20, you know, and just regular antifreeze, 50/50 mixture, yeah. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

MR. ZYLA:  (Indiscernible) the battery kind of need to plug 24 

it in or not. 25 
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 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay, let me get the plug. 1 

 MR. ZYLA:  Okay. 2 

 My computer is going half dead. 3 

 BY CDR BARGER:   4 

Q. Okay, and just two last questions for you from my side.  So, 5 

there’s been some questions about, you know, communications up and 6 

down between superintendents and between the lashers.  How do you 7 

-- just to clarify, how do you communicate with the 8 

superintendents? 9 

A. Just verbal -- just talking to them. 10 

Q. Okay, talking face to face or with other -- 11 

A. Yes, talking face to face. 12 

Q. And then what about with the lashers driving the vehicles? 13 

A. Same as well, talking face to face.  If they have any issues, 14 

they’ll come up to me or superintendent will come up to me and 15 

then say there’s something wrong with the equipment and stuff like 16 

that. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. And if, you know, get a flat tire, they’ll contact me. 19 

Q. Okay, and so you mentioned that you first learned about the 20 

fire that evening over the radio, what are the radios used for? 21 

A. We use the Motorola radios, I think it’s, like, a ten-channel 22 

radio. 23 

Q. Okay, and so you're communicating with the lashers face to 24 

face and you're communicating with the superintendents face to 25 
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face, I’m just trying to understand what would get transmitted 1 

over the radios? 2 

A. Unless, you know, like, they need something, they’ll call me 3 

on the radio, like, the superintendents because the lashers have 4 

no radios.  It’s only, like, I will have a radio, the 5 

superintendents will have a radio, a couple of people on the ship 6 

will have a radio.  It’s not like everybody carries a radio.  So, 7 

if they need me, like, I might be on some other part of the 8 

terminal and they need me, they just call me on the radio. 9 

Q. Okay, understood.  So, the people on the ship that have the 10 

radios, are those AMS employees or are they the ship’s crew? 11 

A. It will be -- no, it will be (indiscernible) employees, like 12 

a foreman or a stevedore for the longshoremen. 13 

CDR BARGER:  Okay, understood.  All right, that was all the 14 

follow-up questions I had.   15 

Anybody else have any follow-up questions before we conclude 16 

the interview? 17 

MR. PALLAY:  Just one or two from AMS.  This is Matt Pallay.   18 

 BY MR. PALLAY:  19 

Q. Pete, just going to confirm, no modifications to the pushers 20 

to engines, correct?  It’s just to the bumpers? 21 

A. Just the bumpers, yeah.  No modifications to the engines or 22 

transmissions, no. 23 

Q. Okay, and on the Jeep, four-wheel drive, it’s a manual, I’m 24 

shifting four -- you know, four high and four low, correct? 25 
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A. Yes. 1 

Q. Okay, and to go up into four high or four low, you know, it’s 2 

going to dramatically reduce your speed, it’s not something you 3 

want to drive it, right, more than (indiscernible) it out? 4 

A. It’ll be more comfortable to make sharper turns, yeah.  It 5 

will be hard for them to -- it will be harder to turn, yes. 6 

Q. If you're at four high, you're not going to be driving to the 7 

terminal, getting the car, all the way back to the ship and back 8 

in four high the whole time? 9 

A. Probably not, no. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. I wouldn’t do that. 12 

Q. Okay, when you replace the radiator -- were there any records 13 

of replacing the radiator? 14 

A. They might have a seat from the auto bodies -- or from the 15 

auto store.  Ports America would have that because they have the 16 

bill for that. 17 

Q. That was going to be my next question, who pays for that, 18 

okay. 19 

A. Yeah. 20 

Q. And then after you replace the radiator in the Jeep, did you 21 

notice any leaks or any issues with the radiator you replaced? 22 

A. No. 23 

 MR. PALLAY:  Okay, nothing else, thank you. 24 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay, thank you. 25 
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 Any other follow-up questions? 1 

 Okay, hearing none, Peter, thanks a lot.  Thank you for your 2 

time today and thank you for answering our questions.  So, with 3 

that, we will conclude the interview.  The time is now 11:29 a.m., 4 

Eastern Time and we will end the recording.  5 

 (Whereupon, at 11:29 a.m., the interview was concluded.) 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 






