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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(10:02 a.m.) 2 

 MR. REED:  Good morning.  It is July 25, 2023.  The time is 3 

10:02 a.m., and we are at the Port Authority Building 260, Newark, 4 

New Jersey.  I’m Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the US Coast Guard.  5 

I’m here with, please state your name. 6 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Captain Robetto, Captain Oswald Robetto. 7 

 MR. REED:  Will you please spell your last name? 8 

 MR. ROBETTO:  R-O-B-E-T-T-O. 9 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And he’s represented by? 10 

 MR. TARANTINO:  Captain Anthony Tarantino, president, Newark 11 

Fire Officers, T-A-R-A-N-T-I-N-O.   12 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Good morning.  Gary Lipshutz.  I’m first 13 

assistant corporation counsel, City of Newark Law Department.  I’m 14 

attorney for the captain. 15 

 MR. REED:  And also appearing is also? 16 

 MS. RIVERS:  Corinne Rivers, attorney with the City of 17 

Newark. 18 

 MR. REED:  And will you spell your last name, please? 19 

 MS. RIVERS:  Rivers, R-I-V-E-R-S. 20 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  And, sorry, it’s L-I-P-S-H-U-T-Z. 21 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  Do you agree to have these representations 22 

present during the interview? 23 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Yes, I do. 24 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And we’re conducting a joint agency 25 
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interview as part of the Coast Guard/NTSB investigation into the 1 

facts surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter deaths on 2 

boar the Grande Costa d’Avorio on July 5, 2023.  Do you consent to 3 

this recording, to being recorded? 4 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Yes. 5 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And now, we’ll go around the room for 6 

introductions.  I ask please state your name, spell your last 7 

name, and the company you are with.  You’re with -- 8 

 MR. LALLO:  Yes.  Good morning.  Compliance Officer Greg 9 

Lallo with PEOSHA Safety.  The last name’s spelled L-A-L-L-O. 10 

 MR. WELLS:  Good morning.  Adam Wells, Essex County 11 

Prosecutor’s Office, W-E-L-L-S. 12 

 MR. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 13 

Prosecutor’s Office.  Last name’s spelled K-E-S-E-L-I-C-A. 14 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Captain Braulio Villegas, V as in Victor  15 

I-L-L-E-G-A-S, with the State Division of Fire Safety. 16 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Teri Malinoski, compliance officer of  17 

New Jersey Health Department PEOSH, M-A-L-I-N-O-S-K-I. 18 

 MS. RIOS:  Detective Phillis Rios, R-I-O-S, Port Authority 19 

Police Department. 20 

 MR. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo, Port 21 

Authority Police, P-A-L-E-R-M-O. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-O-N, 23 

firefighter fatality investigator with NIOSH. 24 

 MR. REED:  We have three members joining on the laptop here.  25 
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Commander, if you would? 1 

 MR. BARGER:  Good morning.  Chris Barger with the Coast 2 

Guard, B-A-R-G-E-R. 3 

 MR. REED:  Mr. Pittman? 4 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Good morning.  This is Willie Pittman.  I’m 5 

with the US Coast Guard’s Investigations National Center of 6 

Expertise.  Last name’s spelled P-I-T-T-M-A-N. 7 

 MR. REED:  And Ms. McAtee? 8 

 MS. MCATEE:  Nancy McAtee, fire and explosion specialist with 9 

the National Transportation Safety Board.  Last name is  10 

M-C-A-T-E-E. 11 

 MR. REED:  And I am Brandon Reed, R-E-E-D, with the Coast 12 

Guard.  Mr. Mike Richardson with NIOSH, as the technical expert on 13 

firefighting, will lead the initial portion of the interview, 14 

after which we’ll go around the room, giving each agency an 15 

opportunity to ask some questions.  First, let me ask you a couple 16 

of background questions for the record.  17 

INTERVIEW OF OSWALD ROBETTO 18 

 BY MR. REED: 19 

Q. Who are you employed by? 20 

A. The City of Newark, New Jersey Fire Department. 21 

Q. And what position do you hold? 22 

A. Captain of Engine 16. 23 

Q. And how long have you held that position? 24 

A. Approximately seven, eight years. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And how long have you been employed by the City of 1 

Newark? 2 

A. Approaching my 22nd or 23rd year, I believe. 3 

 MR. REED:  And Mr. Richardson? 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Dr. Robetto, let me start off by saying 5 

we’re very sorry for the loss of Augie and Bear, so -- 6 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Yes. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- our condolences are with you, too.  What 8 

we’re going to do is just have a conversation about what took 9 

place to the best of your recollection and memory, so what we’ll 10 

do is just let you talk about the incident as you can recall it.  11 

We’ll kind of break it up into some chunks.  When we kind of hit a 12 

natural pause, we can stop there for a second; and then, we can 13 

allow people to ask for clarification.  So, if at any time you 14 

need to take a break, stop, just let us know.  We can make that 15 

happen.  I know this can be a challenge, so we’ll work with you 16 

all we can, so -- okay? 17 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Yes, sir. 18 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 19 

Q.  So, if you can just start us off with dispatch; response, 20 

what you had initially on scene, and your initial actions prior to 21 

actually making entry on deck 10. 22 

A. All right.  We responded from our quarters.  We were last 23 

through on the alarm assignment.  Once we got on scene, my driver 24 

and the apparatus staged at a hydrant.  We reported to command 25 
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post.  We were given orders to bring up SCBA bottles up to the 1 

12th deck.  We made way to the 12th deck.  Once we dropped off the 2 

bottles, we reported to the 10th deck.  We saw members existing on 3 

the staircase.  There was a little clutter, a little confusion.  4 

Getting in and out wasn’t -- we needed to get down there, so we 5 

had to let them come out so we could get down.  I reported to 6 

Battalion Four (indiscernible).  I saw the tack line going in.  He 7 

told us to take over.  We were relieving the companies coming out. 8 

 Me, and Firefighter Acabou, and the members of Engine 16 made 9 

entry.  Visibility was, it was hard, it was hard.  We had to 10 

actually use the line to get out to the tip.  And once we got out 11 

to the tip, we found Firefighter Brooks operating the line.  He 12 

had a thermal imaging camera.  I gave a progress report, because I 13 

looked at thermal imaging camera.  I said, what are you hitting?  14 

And I didn’t see any visible frame.  So, I gave a progress report 15 

of no visible frame, but heat present. 16 

 Not too long after, we were ordered out to bring the line 17 

back out.  Due to visibility, I left the line in place, and I told 18 

the guys just to turn around and follow the line out.  At the same 19 

time, Firefighter Brooks’ low-air mask -- low-air alarm, his mask 20 

started to vibrate.  I had him pass me since he was behind me.  I 21 

was between.  Acabou was in front, me in the middle, Brooks was 22 

behind.  I wanted to make sure none of them left the line.  When 23 

Brooks said he was going to -- his alarm started going off, he 24 

said, I’ve got to go.  So, I held onto him, and I said, stay on 25 
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the line.  I didn’t want him to float away. 1 

Q. Take all the time you need. 2 

A. Once he got in front of Acabou, I couldn’t see him anymore.  3 

I told the guys to stay on the line, keep moving forward.  They 4 

kept going and kept going.  I just kept saying, like a mantra, 5 

stay on the line, follow the line.  I heard there was some 6 

distance between us, and I couldn’t see them anymore.  I kind of 7 

lost physical contact.  I sensed they weren’t close to me anymore.  8 

Kept moving up the line.  One last thing I heard is, the line’s 9 

going this way.  They were -- I could tell there was some distance 10 

between us.  I kept moving up the line. 11 

 And then, I got to a bend in the line, and I was disoriented.  12 

I didn’t understand where that bend came from.  It went back in 13 

the direction that I just came from.  I said, this is impossible.  14 

At that moment, I called.  I got no response.  I didn’t hear any 15 

PASS alarms, I didn’t hear any vibrating masks, or anything.  I 16 

sensed that I was close to the wall.  I sensed that I was facing 17 

the sea, because I remember, coming down the stairs, our back was 18 

to the water.  The dock was in front of us.  So, turning around, I 19 

should have -- the door was on the seaward wall, I guess. 20 

 At that moment, I felt I was by myself.  I decided to take 21 

the wall, and started searching for the door.  In the process of 22 

searching for the door, my mask began to vibrate.  What’s when I 23 

transmitted a mayday.  I wasn’t sure if my transmissions were 24 

getting out.  Visibility was zero from the time we turned around.  25 
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And I kept searching for the door after I transmitted my mayday.  1 

At that moment, I said to myself, if I didn’t find the door, I was 2 

probably going to die down there.  I kept searching for the door. 3 

 Eventually, I found the staircase.  I don’t know how.  Once I 4 

got out, I figured I was the only one who transmitted a mayday.  I 5 

didn’t want command and operations to go crazy, so I transmitted 6 

that I found the stairs.  I worked my way upstairs and started 7 

asking people if they saw Firefighter Acabou or Firefighter 8 

Brooks.  And at the same time, they were conducting an 9 

accountability, and kind of -- there’s a lot of commotion on the 10 

radios. 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. And then, that’s all I remember from there.  Like, everything 13 

else is pretty much shock. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Okay, so you’re okay with us asking 15 

questions -- 16 

 MR. ROBETTO:  (Indiscernible). 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- here based on this? 18 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Yeah. 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  (Indiscernible). 20 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #1: 21 

Q. Captain, when you were first going up the ladder well, were 22 

you escorted by anybody? 23 

A. One of the crew members escorted us towards the dockside 24 

staircase. 25 
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Q. Okay.  And where did they escort you to?  Did they escort you 1 

to deck 10 or deck 12? 2 

A. To the top deck. 3 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #1:  To the top deck?  Okay.  4 

That’s all the questions I have. 5 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #2: 6 

Q. Can you just -- when you arrived on scene, just go through 7 

that again.  Who told you guys to go on the ship? 8 

A. The commanding officer (indiscernible) in charge of the 9 

incident. 10 

Q. Were you the first crew to go onto the ship? 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. Who was before you guys? 13 

A. According to the assignment, it should have been Engine 27, 14 

and Ladder Four -- 15 

Q. Okay. 16 

A. -- and the battalion chief. 17 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #2:  Okay. 18 

 MR. REED:  (Indiscernible)? 19 

 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #1:  No.  So -- 20 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #3:  Go ahead.  So? 21 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #1: 22 

Q. Can you describe what was your designation and who were you 23 

with when you arrived at the scene? 24 

A. (Indiscernible)?  I don’t understand. 25 
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Q. What was your -- which company were you operating with -- 1 

A. Engine 16. 2 

Q. You were Engine 16.  And who else was Engine 16 that day? 3 

A. Firefighter Williams, who was the driver;  4 

Firefighter Reilley; and Firefighter Acabou; and myself. 5 

Q. Thank you.  How did you get teamed up with Brooks on the 6 

deck? 7 

A. He was just on the line.  I was expecting to find the line by 8 

itself.  We were just switching people out. 9 

Q. Got you. 10 

A. We were relieving whoever was on that line. 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #4:  Okay. 12 

 MR. LALLO:  Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety. 13 

 BY MR. LALLO: 14 

Q. Cap, was Ladder Four captain with you on level 10? 15 

A. Not that I’m aware.  There was just people coming in and out.  16 

I couldn’t confirm who was there. 17 

Q. Got you.  What about your PPE equipment, like your boots or 18 

anything?  Did they get compromised, or can you talk about it? 19 

A. I mean -- 20 

Q. As far as, you know, any damage to your -- 21 

A. No.  I mean, it was hot, it was hot.  Visibility was 22 

terrible.  I mean, car fires burn black.  You’re burning plastic.  23 

So, visibility wasn’t like your typical smoke. 24 

Q. What about company radio designation?  Your call sign is 25 
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Engine 16? 1 

A. Yeah. 2 

Q. What about -- 3 

A. Well, mine technically should be Engine 16 Captain. 4 

Q. Okay.  And what about the members, then? 5 

A. Engine 16 Alpha and -- 6 

Q. That’s a designation that -- 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. -- they use, Engine 16 Alpha? 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. And what about the chauffer?  What would his designation be? 11 

A. I think -- I don’t remember that day.  You’d have to refer to 12 

the journal. 13 

Q. I got you.  And like, you had mentioned about the mayday. 14 

A. Yes. 15 

Q. So, you’re not sure if that transmission went through like  16 

to -- 17 

A. Transmissions were garbled.  I found myself repeating myself.  18 

We’re talking to a mask.  So, I could understand maybe some of 19 

those transmissions that didn’t get through, but I wasn’t 20 

receiving everything, either. 21 

Q. I see.  So, when you made it to the door, was the chief 22 

officer there, or the chief -- 23 

A. Not that I recall. 24 

Q. Where was the chief officers -- 25 
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A. I don’t recall. 1 

Q. -- at that time? 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  What do you mean by chief officers, sir? 3 

 MR. LALLO:  I mean the battalion chiefs. 4 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Thank you. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yeah. 6 

 BY MR. LALLO: 7 

Q. The battalion fire chiefs, Battalion Four 8 

A. Nobody stopped me.  I purposely, when I got out to the door, 9 

since I thought I was the only one in trouble, I purposely took 10 

off my mask and made a transmission to let them know that I found 11 

the stairs. 12 

Q. Okay.  Sir, when you say that you were having the 13 

transmission problems with your radio, was that -- where were you 14 

when you started having those problems, and where was it better, 15 

and where was it worse? 16 

A. Right at the tip, like I had to repeat myself.  Like, some 17 

stuff wasn’t coming out, or garbled, I guess.  I don’t know.  I 18 

don’t -- 19 

Q. When you say, at the tip, you were inside the ship? 20 

A. Once I made entry into the, we call it the IDLH area. 21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. The immediate, that flight hazard area. 23 

Q. All right. 24 

A. That’s -- once we got further away from the door or the 25 
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staircase, I think that’s where my transmissions were -- 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. -- intermittent. 3 

Q. Better by the staircase, worse as you moved into the deck  4 

and -- 5 

A. Correct. 6 

Q. -- the fire area?  Okay. 7 

A. Receive and transmission. 8 

 MR. LALLO:  That’s all I have. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Any additional questions on that end? 10 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 11 

Q. Captain, are you okay if I run through some radio traffic 12 

with you to kind of see if this’ll job memories or maybe you can 13 

recognize some things? 14 

A. Go ahead. 15 

Q. Okay.  So, we have at -- for everybody’s reference, this is 16 

2219.  We have headquarters to Engine 16.  Per Battalion Five, 17 

your last message was unreadable, so -- 18 

A. That’s when I gave my progress report that I was with 19 

Firefighter Brooks. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. And no visible fire, but heat present. 22 

Q. Okay.  Because we have a response.  It says, Engine 16, we 23 

are on the line with Ladder Four.  We’re going to push in.  24 

There’s no additional fire at this time.  So -- 25 
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A. That’s an account of what I wrote, but not that I recall it 1 

that way. 2 

Q. Okay.  And at 2220, we have Battalion Four to Engine 16, 3 

bring that line back out the door.  Do you ever recall hearing 4 

that transmission? 5 

A. Yes. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. I had to repeat myself. 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. They didn’t hear my, we’re coming out. 10 

Q. Okay.  Because we don’t have any of your responses to that.  11 

So, you did hear, and acknowledged it, but your transmission was 12 

not getting out? 13 

A. No. 14 

Q. Okay.  And then, again at 2222, we have Battalion Four to 15 

Engine 16, bring that line back out.  We have no response.  Then, 16 

headquarters attempted to call you, same thing, bring your line 17 

back out.  We have no response, okay?  We have some inaudible 18 

transmissions.  We can’t understand them.  And then, we have, we 19 

cannot find our way out.  We are lost. 20 

A. That’s Augie. 21 

Q. So, that’s not you? 22 

A. No. 23 

Q. Okay, okay.  All right.  And then, we had headquarters 24 

calling Battalion Four saying, hey, did you hear that 25 
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transmission?  He says, no.  Then, we have another inaudible 1 

transmission.  This is at 2224.  Once again, we are lost. 2 

A. Not me. 3 

Q. So, not you?  Okay.  Good.  All right.  Then, the tones were 4 

going off and they’re calling for everyone.  We have another 5 

inaudible transmission, and it says, we are on the floor.  We went 6 

in. 7 

A. No, definitely. 8 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And then, they responded back, Engine 16, 9 

follow the hose line out.  And then, we have a transmission that’s 10 

kind of hard to tell, but it basically says, found the staircase. 11 

A. That’s me. 12 

Q. So, that was you once you actually got to the doorway? 13 

A. Yes. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. So, my mayday never made it out. 16 

Q. Correct.  Your mayday, according to everything we have, no, 17 

sir, never made it out, so -- 18 

 MR. REED:  And, Mr. Richardson, we have a -- 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes? 20 

 MR. REED:  -- questions online. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Sure. 22 

 MR. REED:  Commander, if you would go ahead. 23 

 MR. BARGER:  Okay.  Good morning.  Chris Barger with the 24 

Coast Guard.  Just a couple of follow-up questions. 25 
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 BY MR. BARGER: 1 

Q. Captain, when you said one of the crew members escorted you 2 

to the dockside staircase, and then also once you got up to the 3 

top deck, can you describe the communications that you actually 4 

had with those crew members? 5 

A. No, they just pretty much led us up there; and then, we just 6 

had to make way through the maze of cars.  It was kind of like we 7 

were tripping over lashings.  It wasn’t easy getting to the attack 8 

staircase, I guess. 9 

Q. Okay.  And so, then, once you moved past the cars, went over 10 

to the attack staircase, did you have any communication with 11 

anyone on the 12th deck prior to going down? 12 

A. Meaning? 13 

Q. Crew members or firefighters there on the 12 deck, or top 14 

deck. 15 

A. Crew members, I do remember a language barrier a little bit.  16 

I wasn’t speaking to them directly.  I remember who I -- all I 17 

remember is reporting to Battalion Four on the 10th deck. 18 

Q. Okay.  And then, prior to entry into the space, when you 19 

reported to Battalion Four, what information were you given about 20 

the conditions in the space; and then, what was the assignment 21 

that you were given prior to going in? 22 

A. Just manning the line.  I didn’t understand conditions.  It 23 

seemed like they’d knocked the fire down. 24 

Q. Okay.  Understood.  And how deep, if you had to estimate, how 25 
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deep would you say you went into the space as you followed the 1 

hose line down to meet up with Firefighter Brooks? 2 

A. I couldn’t answer that.  Approximately.  It would be a guess. 3 

Q. Okay.  Any guess, maybe not in distance, but in time that it 4 

took for you to -- 5 

A. No, I don’t want to -- 6 

Q. -- enter the door? 7 

A. No, I couldn’t guess that. 8 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.  And then, last question.  When you 9 

transmitted your mayday as you were having a hard time finding 10 

your way (indiscernible), was that mayday just for your condition, 11 

or did you believe it also applied to other members of your 12 

company? 13 

A. Just for my conditions.  At that time, I thought they got out 14 

and they found the door. 15 

Q. Okay.  Understood.  So, one follow-up question.  When, then, 16 

in relation to you coming out, finding your way out of the space, 17 

was the mayday for Firefighter Acabou and Brooks transmitted, and 18 

do you know by who? 19 

A. I’m confused (indiscernible). 20 

Q. So, if you -- so, you said that you were following them out 21 

of the space down the hose line.  You got disoriented and 22 

broadcast your own mayday, which you then canceled when you came 23 

out of the space.  When in relation to that was a mayday for 24 

Firefighter Acabou and Brooks? 25 
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A. I never received any of their maydays or transmissions.  I 1 

never heard any of their transmissions. 2 

Q. Okay.  So, as far as you know, then, when you came out of the 3 

space and made it back up to the 12th deck, that process had 4 

already been initiated? 5 

A. I couldn’t say for a fact. 6 

 MR. BARGER:  Okay.  Understood.  Thank you.  That’s all the 7 

follow-up questions I had. 8 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Okay.  Yes. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Do you want to continue online, or are they 10 

good? 11 

 MR. REED:  They should be good. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So, a couple more questions, if you 13 

don’t mind. 14 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 15 

Q. So, when your crew arrives on scene, Williams was your 16 

driver/operator? 17 

A. Yes. 18 

Q. He stays with the apparatus? 19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. So, three of you, Reilly, yourself, and Augie, all went up? 21 

A. After we were ordered to bring the bottles, yes. 22 

Q. Okay.  And then, so, when you came down to the deck, where 23 

was Reilly’s position there? 24 

A. I think he stayed at the stairs, at the door. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So, to the best of your knowledge -- 1 

A. Yeah. 2 

Q. -- Reilly stayed at the door, so the two that actually 3 

entered were yourself and Augie? 4 

A. Correct. 5 

Q. Okay, okay.  Okay.  Okay.  (Indiscernible).  And once you 6 

lost contact with Brooks and Augie, like you said, you never heard 7 

a PASS device going off? 8 

A. No. 9 

Q. Okay.  No additional contact, didn’t hear noise or sounds 10 

being made, or -- 11 

A. The last sound I heard is, this way.  I don’t know who said 12 

it, and there was some distance between us already. 13 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  All right.  When you realized that you were in 14 

trouble and called your mayday, did you activate your firefighter 15 

down button? 16 

A. No.  I just activated my PASS alarm. 17 

Q. Okay.  So, you called your mayday, and then activated your 18 

PASS? 19 

A. Yes.  While -- 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. -- that was being transmitted over the radio, I activated it. 22 

Q. Okay, okay.  Who was the first person that you had 23 

communications with in terms of a battalion chief about what was 24 

going on?  Do you recall who that was? 25 
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A. No.  The only (indiscernible) I mainly checked in with 1 

Battalion Four.  There was like two separate fires, almost, top 2 

and 10th deck. 3 

Q. So, I mean, once you came out, so once -- 4 

A. Oh, upstairs? 5 

Q. Yes.  Once you came out, who was the first battalion chief 6 

that you remember having contact -- 7 

A. I don’t remember that at all. 8 

Q. Don’t remember that?  Okay. 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. Okay.  And then, as you all came on the ship when you were 11 

transitioning across deck 12, was that fire out and under control 12 

at that time? 13 

A. I don’t know.  I’m not sure about that. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  Does anyone 15 

have any additional follow-on questions? 16 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 18 

 MR. LALLO:  Cap, PEOSH Safety. 19 

 BY MR. LALLO: 20 

Q. When you got instructions to go in with battalion chief four, 21 

in with the line on deck 10, is that -- 22 

A. He remained at the door, I guess.  He had like the door 23 

control, I guess.  He didn’t come in with us to the immediate IDLH 24 

area. 25 
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Q. But my question is, is like, who did you relieve on the line, 1 

or who did you assist?  Who was in there that you had knowledge  2 

of -- 3 

A. No, I -- 4 

Q. -- besides your company? 5 

A. I didn’t think there was going to be anybody on the line.  I 6 

just thought that they shut the line down and we were switching 7 

out, relieving whoever was coming out. 8 

Q. Right.  But who was in there when -- 9 

A. I mean, I believe, 27 and Ladder Four. 10 

Q. Engine -- okay.  Thanks. 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #5:  If you know.  Don’t guess, 12 

right?  Only if you know who was in there. 13 

 MR. LALLO:  (Indiscernible). 14 

 MR. ROBETTO:  No, then, I don’t know. 15 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #5:  Well, I’m asking him not to 16 

guess.  If he knows who was -- 17 

 MR. LALLO:  Oh. 18 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #5:  -- in there, he can answer 19 

that, but not speculate. 20 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So, are we good on that? 21 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #5:  Yeah, well, thanks. 22 

 BY MR. LALLO: 23 

Q. I’m sorry.  When did you go in there? 24 

A. As soon as we passed the doorway. 25 
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Q. On deck 10? 1 

A. Yes. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. The hallway was clear. 4 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Teri with PEOSH Health. 5 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 6 

Q. A question about the bottles.  You said you were ordered to 7 

take them to the top, and that was 12, top deck? 8 

A. Yes. 9 

Q. Were those just the spare bottles that were kept on  10 

Engine 16, or was it -- 11 

A. They just -- 12 

Q. -- more than that? 13 

A. They just told us to bring bottles up. 14 

Q. Roughly how many did you take? 15 

A. Two a person. 16 

Q. And there were four of you? 17 

A. Three. 18 

Q. Three, three. 19 

A. Six bottles. 20 

Q. Is that normally how you replenish at a scene? 21 

A. In a scene like that, I wouldn’t know.  I mean, this is kind 22 

of a one-time incident for us. 23 

 MR. BARGER:  (Indiscernible) two bottles in addition to your 24 

SCBA, or two bottles including your SCBA? 25 
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 MR. ROBETTO:  No, two bottles, one in each hand. 1 

 MR. BARGER:  And then, one on your back? 2 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Correct. 3 

 MR. BARGER:  Okay. 4 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 5 

Q. Cap, if I could just clarify, so prior to entering deck 10, 6 

you had not activated your SCBA at any point prior to that? 7 

A. Possibly.  I don’t remember.  Like, it might have been on at 8 

the top deck.  I don’t remember where I put it on, exactly. 9 

Q. Okay.  But as far -- so, at some point, you actually turned 10 

your cylinder on and engaged your pack, but as far as connecting 11 

the regulator, that was done on deck 10 as you passed the door? 12 

A. Correct. 13 

Q. Okay.  All right.  We have Firefighter Acabou’s pack being 14 

turned on, and it’s on for about 25 minutes or so, 20 minutes, and 15 

then it’s shut back off, and then turned back on.  But any 16 

potential idea why that would have gone on or happened? 17 

A. No. 18 

Q. No?  Okay.  Is there anything else about that part of the 19 

incident you’d like to tell us or share with us, or anything else 20 

you think we need to know, or -- 21 

A. No.  I just (indiscernible), no. 22 

Q. Okay.  And then, you said, beyond that point, you really -- 23 

A. No, I was in shock, pretty much. 24 

Q. Okay.  Did you just stay on deck 12; and then, eventually, 25 
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you came down when everybody came down?  Do you remember? 1 

A. Yes.  I stayed up there as long as I could. 2 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Were you on the deck when Firefighter Acabou 3 

was brought out, or -- 4 

A. Yes. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  You were?  Okay.  Any other questions about 6 

the incident portion?  No?  Okay.  So -- 7 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Yes.  I’m sorry.  Captain Villegas from 8 

Division of Fire Safety. 9 

 BY MR. VILLEGAS: 10 

Q. Just (indiscernible) clarification.  You’re on decks, and 11 

Firefighter Reilly stood by the door.  You entered with 12 

Firefighter Augie? 13 

A. Yes. 14 

Q. And at what point did you meet with, I guess, the fireperson 15 

on the Ladder Four, where you guys split off, and  16 

Firefighter Brooks ended up with you? 17 

A. He was on the line already.  He was there operating. 18 

Q. So, he was operating.  That’s when you and Augie came and 19 

assisted him -- 20 

A. Correct. 21 

Q. -- working? 22 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Okay.  All right.  All right, thank you, sir. 23 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #7:  So, he was alone in the line 24 

when you guys got there? 25 
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 MR. ROBETTO:  To the best of my knowledge, yes. 1 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #7:  Okay. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes? 3 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #8:  Detective (indiscernible). 4 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #8:  Is it normal that Brooks would 5 

have been operating a line by himself? 6 

 MR. ROBETTO:  I can’t answer that. 7 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #8:  No?  Do you know -- okay. 8 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 9 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #9:  If I can, just one more 10 

(indiscernible). 11 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #9: 12 

Q. And when you were at the beginning when you were telling 13 

stuff, you said that as you were going to the 10th deck, the 14 

staircase is very narrow, so you had to -- they were coming out 15 

when you were going down.  You had to wait for them.  Is that -- 16 

do you know who was -- 17 

A. No, -- 18 

Q. -- coming out?  You don’t have -- 19 

A. I don’t know, I don’t know. 20 

 MS. RIVERS:  Just wait for him to finish, please. 21 

 MR. ROBETTO:  Oh, I’m sorry. 22 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #9: 23 

Q. Because we -- okay.  So, the question was going to be, do you 24 

have any idea who was coming out of deck 10 when you had to let 25 
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them pass you on the staircase? 1 

A. No.  I don’t know.  I didn’t see faces or anything. 2 

Q. Do you know how many people it was? 3 

A. No. 4 

Q. Okay.  Did you have a TIC? 5 

A. No.  I had a personal one, but I didn’t deploy it. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson with NIOSH. 8 

Q. Cap, just to follow up on that, do you have a TIC on your 9 

rig? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. Okay.  And would it be normally -- did you take it from the 12 

rig? 13 

A. No. 14 

Q. Okay.  So, did that camera stay on the rig?  Did someone -- 15 

A. I’m sorry? 16 

Q. Did someone else take it off the rig, or did it just stay on 17 

the rig? 18 

A. It stayed on the rig. 19 

Q. Okay.  But then, you have a personal -- 20 

A. Yes. 21 

Q. -- thermal imaging camera yourself? 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. Okay.  But you did not -- 24 

A. Deploy it, no. 25 
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Q. -- use that camera?  No? 1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Any other incident questions?  Okay.  2 

Captain, we’ll just allow people to ask.  These may be questions 3 

outside of the incidence itself, okay?  So, other things that may 4 

be related.  Detective? 5 

 BY MR. KESELICA: 6 

Q. Captain, have you ever gone to any courses or had any 7 

training on shipboard firefighting? 8 

A. No. 9 

Q. Has any ever been offered to you? 10 

A. Not that I recall. 11 

Q. Not that you recall?  Okay.  Have you ever done any like 12 

exercises with the Port of Newark, the marine or the maritime 13 

side? 14 

A. No. 15 

 MR. KESELICA:  Okay.  All right.  That’s all the questions I 16 

have right now. 17 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #2: 18 

Q. Do you have regular SCBA training? 19 

A. Yearly. 20 

Q. Okay.  Is it tested? 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. How recent? 23 

A. I don’t recall.  I’m thinking last year. 24 

Q. Okay.  Any department-mandated medical clearance or physicals 25 
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other than the initial one that’s required at the first?  I don’t 1 

know if -- did you say how long it was (indiscernible)? 2 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #10:  He did. 3 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #2: 4 

Q. Can you repeat that for us?  How long were you with the 5 

department? 6 

A. Twenty-two, 23 years. 7 

Q. Okay.  So, other than the initial one 22 years ago, any 8 

department-mandated -- 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. -- physicals? 11 

 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #2:  Okay.  That’s it. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  (Indiscernible)? 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #11:  No questions. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  (Indiscernible)? 15 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #12:  No, thank you. 16 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #13:  No (indiscernible). 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Everybody’s good. 18 

 MR. REED:  (Indiscernible)? 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yes. 20 

 MR. REED:  Commander Barger, do you have any follow-up 21 

questions? 22 

 MR. BARGER:  Yes, thank you.  Chris Barger with the Coast 23 

Guard. 24 

 BY MR. BARGER: 25 
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Q. Captain, I know you were already asked about training 1 

exercises within the (indiscernible).  We understand there was 2 

some training the fire department offered in June related to 3 

electric vehicle fires.  Were you aware of that?  Did you attend? 4 

A. Yes.  That was an awareness class. 5 

Q. Okay.  Can you describe that class to us? 6 

A. Basically, to describe that it was a floating parking garage, 7 

and that electrical fires were hard to put out with the 8 

capabilities.  They were still developing.  To the best of my 9 

knowledge, that’s what I remember. 10 

Q. Okay.  And how long was the training that you attended? 11 

A. A few hours.  I don’t remember. 12 

Q. Okay.  Understood.  And was that in a classroom?  Was it out 13 

in the port? 14 

A. Classroom. 15 

Q. Classroom.  All right, thank you.  How many, if any, previous 16 

responses have you made to the marine terminal? 17 

A. I can’t even remember. 18 

Q. Okay.  Have you responded to calls there before? 19 

A. I really don’t remember the last one I’ve been to there. 20 

Q. Okay.  So, it’s been quite a while, if ever? 21 

A. Yes. 22 

 MR. BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  That’s all the questions I 23 

have. 24 

 MR. REED:  Mr. Pittman, do you have any follow-up questions? 25 



32 
 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC. 
Court Reporting  Transcription 

D.C. Area 301-261-1902 
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947 

 MR. PITTMAN:  No questions. 1 

 MR. REED:  And, Ms. McAtee, do you have any follow-up 2 

questions? 3 

 MS. MCATEE:  No questions.  Thank you, Captain. 4 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #14:  Captain, at any time, were 5 

you aware that a fire suppression system had been discharged on 6 

the ship? 7 

 MR. ROBETTO:  No. 8 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #14:  No?  Okay.  Okay.  Now, go 9 

ahead and do your final. 10 

 MR. REED:  Okay. 11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Now, is everybody else good?  Okay. 12 

 MR. REED:  Captain, this is towards the conclusion of the 13 

interview.  I’d just like to, you know, put the ball in your 14 

court.  Is there anything that we haven’t asked that you’d like to 15 

tell us or anything that you can think that we should know? 16 

 MR. ROBETTO:  No. 17 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And do you have any questions for anybody 18 

in the room? 19 

 MR. ROBETTO:  No. 20 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Well, Captain, I thank you very much 21 

for your time.  This will conclude our interview.  The time is 22 

10:38 a.m. 23 

 (Whereupon, at 10:38 a.m., the interview was concluded.) 24 






