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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(12:17 p.m.) 2 

 MR. REED:  Good afternoon.  It is July 25, 2023, and the time 3 

is 12:17 p.m.  We are at the Port Authority Building at 260 in 4 

Newark, New Jersey.  I’m Lieutenant Brandon Reed of the US Coast 5 

Guard.  I’m here with? 6 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  John Williams. 7 

 MR. REED:  Spell your last name, please? 8 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S. 9 

 MR. REED:  And he is represented by? 10 

 MR. GIUNTA:  Michael Giunta, G-I-U-N-T-A, Newark Firefighters 11 

Union president. 12 

 MR. REED:  Yeah. 13 

 MS. RIVERS:  And I’m Corinne Rivers, last name R-I-V-E-R-S, a 14 

city attorney with the City of Newark. 15 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And do you agree that these representatives 16 

can be allowed in the room while you’re being interviewed? 17 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 18 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  We are conducting a joint-agency interview 19 

as part as the Coast Guard and NTSB investigation into the facts 20 

surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter deaths on board 21 

the Granda Costa D’Avorio on July 5, 2023.  Do you consent to this 22 

interview being recorded? 23 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 24 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  We’ll now go around the room for 25 
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introductions.  Everybody, again, please spell your last name and 1 

the company you are with? 2 

 MR. LALLO:  Yes.  Good morning.  Greg Lallo from New Jersey 3 

PEOSH Safety, and that’s L-A-L-L-O. 4 

 MR. WELLS:  Good morning.  Adam Wells, W-E-L-L-S.  5 

(Indiscernible). 6 

 MR. KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 7 

Prosecutor’s Office, last name spelled K-E-S-E-L-I-C-A. 8 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  Captain Braulio Villegas, V-I-L-L-E-G-A-S, 9 

(indiscernible). 10 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Teri Malinoski, compliance officer with the 11 

New Jersey Department of Health PEOSH, M-A-L-I-N-O-S-K-I. 12 

 MS. RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, R-I-O-S, Port Authority 13 

Police Department. 14 

 MR. PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo,  15 

P-A-L-E-R-M-O, Port Authority Police. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-O-N, a 17 

firefighter fatality investigator of NIOSH. 18 

 MR. REED:  And on the computer, we have Commander Barger. 19 

 MR. BARGER:  Good morning.  Chris Barger, B-A-R-G-E-R, 20 

investigating officer with the US Coast Guard. 21 

 MR. REED:  And Mr. Pittman? 22 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Good morning.  I’m Willie Pittman with the US 23 

Coast Guard, P-I-T-T-M-A-N. 24 

 MR. REED:  And I am Brandon Reed with the US Coast Guard,  25 
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R-E-E-D.  Mr. Mike Richardson with NIOSH is the technical expert 1 

on firefighting who’ll lead the initial portion of the interview, 2 

after which we’ll go around the room, giving each agency 3 

representative an opportunity to ask questions.  First, if I could 4 

ask you a couple of background questions for the record? 5 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  (Indiscernible). 6 

 MR. REED:  Oh, that’s fine. 7 

INTERVIEW OF JOHN WILLIAMS 8 

 BY MR. REED: 9 

Q. Who are you employed by? 10 

A. The Newark Fire Department. 11 

Q. And what position do you hold? 12 

A. Firefighter. 13 

Q. How long have you been employed by the Fire Department? 14 

A. It will be nine years October 27. 15 

Q. Okay.  And what company do you work with, or the -- 16 

A. Engine 16. 17 

Q. Engine 16.  And how long have you been with them? 18 

A. For about three to four years. 19 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  All right.  With that, I’ll hand it over to 20 

Mr. Richardson. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So, one again, we want to extend our 22 

condolences for the loss of Auggie and Bear.  Very sorry. 23 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Me, too. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  What we want to do is just have a 25 
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conversation.  Recall the facts as best you can remember them from 1 

that day.  We’ll just work through the process.  What we’ll do is 2 

kind of break it up into some chunks. 3 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 4 

Q. So, if you can start off and just talk about dispatch, 5 

response, what you saw when you arrived on scene, and kind of what 6 

your initial actions were.  And then, if need be, we can ask some 7 

follow-up questions. 8 

A. Sure.  So, you want the record from the firehouse, from the 9 

initial call? 10 

Q. That’s fine.  Yeah. 11 

A. Okay.  I’m going to try to make a long story as short and 12 

detailed as possible.  We received a call as normal.  We donned 13 

our gear, got on the rig.  I was driving that day. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. So, I was driving in the direction of the port.  My captain 16 

helped direct me, and we got to the scene fourth.  So, we were the 17 

fourth company on the scene, fourth engine on the scene. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. So, when we pulled up, Engine 5 was wrapping a fire hydrant 20 

to proceed towards the dock. 21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. And I connected to that same hydrant and connected our hose 23 

to Engine 5’s rig. 24 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 25 
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A. Okay.  So, from that moment, you know, I was tuned into what 1 

Engine 5 may need -- 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. -- while listening to the progress of the fire and what was 4 

going on.  And it sounded like everything was okay at that point. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. About 10 to 15 minutes of being there, we had a couple more 7 

companies come out, and Engine 5 came back to collect their 5-inch 8 

hose.  I helped them pack it back up, and I stayed by the hydrant 9 

in case we needed anything. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. So, from this moment, what else you might need?  Just the 12 

whole progress of the fire? 13 

Q. Let me run back through.  So, we get there, get there.  So, 14 

when you arrived on scene, did you see any fire? 15 

A. No.  We only saw smoke on the top. 16 

Q. Okay.  So, on arrival, you had smoke on the top deck? 17 

A. Yes. 18 

Q. Okay.  But no fire? 19 

A. No fire. 20 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And during this initial phase, other than your 21 

supply, did you deploy any lines off of your apparatus? 22 

A. No. 23 

Q. Okay.  And your crew immediately went onto the ship after 24 

your arrival? 25 
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A. Correct. 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. Yeah.  After my captain made sure that, you know, I was 3 

communicating with the driver of Engine 5.  They proceeded in. 4 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  All rightie.  And then, if you want to pick it 5 

up from there? 6 

A. Okay.  So, at that point, it was a waiting game.  After 7 

Engine 5 came, and they proceeded back to the fire, I was quite a 8 

distance from the ship -- 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. -- where the hydrant was, so couldn’t get close to see 11 

exactly what was going on.  But after a while, I can’t recall how 12 

much time went by -- 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. -- because being there seemed a lot different from -- 15 

Q. Sure. 16 

A. -- you know, the actual time. 17 

Q. Yeah.  Time’s always crazy. 18 

A. Yeah.  So, as I was listening, there was one point where 19 

someone called it a mayday. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. I believe, when it said mayday, I couldn’t hear clear how it 22 

came through. 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. But the chief, in dispatch, asked to evacuate the building. 25 
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Q. Okay. 1 

A. So, at this point, they asked us to sound our alarms on the 2 

rig for the members to come out. 3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. And minutes later, that’s when I heard my captain come on. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. And he was saying that he was missing two firefighters, which 7 

was Brooks and Acabou. 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. And, you know, at that point, I’m paying attention, because 10 

from my understanding, I know he wasn’t with Paul and Acabou. 11 

Q. Okay. 12 

A. But now, he’s missing these two firefighters, so I’m thinking 13 

about Paul, and I’m also wondering when this situation is going to 14 

get better, because they’re missing, I’m assuming, okay, maybe 15 

they came out another way.  I don’t know the conditions -- 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. -- on the inside, so I can’t speak for what happened inside.  18 

But from the outside, I was just worried about the safety of the 19 

men, you know, (indiscernible). 20 

Q. Okay.  And when you refer to Paul, is that Paul Reilly? 21 

A. Paul Reilly, yes. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. So, I heard my captain coming through.  Dispatch was asking 24 

for his name and his assignment.  He gave his assignment, but his 25 
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focus was, missing Acabou and Brooks. 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. He mentioned that about two or three times. 3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. The dispatch reached out to Brooks and Acabou and asked them, 5 

if they could hear, you know, key in to put your PASS alarm on. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. At that point, we heard nothing.  So, from what I can 8 

remember, they began a search.  Well, probably even before that, 9 

they began to search for the firefighters.  In the midst of that, 10 

Firefighter Soto (ph.) and Da Silva was trapped at a point, and I 11 

know that Soto activated his PASS alarm. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. Eventually, they came out.  So, fast forward, after a while 14 

of this going on, I donned my gear, because I noticed they  15 

didn’t -- they needed water from the hydrant.  There was more 16 

firefighters coming in, more fire rigs. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. So, I went up closer to see what was going on and what I 19 

could help with. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. From this moment, we were helping with bottles, retrieving 22 

bottles, the gear from the rig, (indiscernible) canvas, and also 23 

water -- 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. -- for the firefighters coming out of the (indiscernible).  1 

So, at that point, I was just helping however I could -- 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. -- on the front of the dock.  And at that point, when I was 4 

there, that’s when we found Acabou. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. So, the first thing I noticed was his cousin, which was Hugo, 7 

come downstairs, and he was giving the chiefs a report, and they 8 

said they found Acabou. 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. He was given them the report and telling them what they 11 

needed. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. Okay. 14 

Q. I have a transmission.  Headquarters, the Firefighter Brooks, 15 

have you found them, Cap?  Negative.  We’re looking for 16 

Firefighters Acabou, Brooks, and Soto.  So, that’s when you were 17 

talking about Cap was calling out about not being able to locate 18 

them? 19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. For a benchmark, that’s 2228.  So, 10:28 was when that was 21 

going on. 22 

A. Okay. 23 

Q. And then -- 24 

A. So, it was -- 25 
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Q. -- there’s a transmission at 2240 that says, we’ve located a 1 

firefighter.  We need help.  Follow the handline to the search.  2 

And, do you have somebody?  Affirmative.  So, you think that was 3 

around this time? 4 

A. I was already by the deck -- at the deck by that time. 5 

Q. By that time?  Okay.  That time’s 2240, so -- okay. 6 

A. Okay. 7 

Q. Okay? 8 

A. Yes.  So, it was around 2:40.  Again, there was a lot going 9 

on.  Everyone outside is worried.  Actually, when does it say Soto 10 

was recovered? 11 

Q. So, this is Soto.  I’m safe on deck five.  That was 2228. 12 

A. Okay.  Because by the time I got there, I think Soto was down 13 

or just got down. 14 

Q. Correct.  And then, we have, at 2235, we have division one, I 15 

have Soto and Da Silva in front of me. 16 

A. Okay.  So, in between that time and the time that they said 17 

they found Acabou is when I got there, because I remember seeing 18 

Soto.  He was (indiscernible). 19 

Q. Okay. 20 

A. You know, we were talking and giving details, but I was more 21 

focused on what was happening -- 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. -- at the time. 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. So, at that time, you know, they went up with the tools that 1 

they needed to help extricate Acabou. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. His cousin, at the time, again, after he spoke to the chiefs, 4 

I asked him how was he doing.  He said, you know, I think he’s 5 

going to be okay, you know.  I was like, how bad did it look?  He 6 

said, well, he was snoring when he found him. 7 

Q. Okay. 8 

A. And at the time, I’m thinking, okay, you know, he’s probably 9 

exhausted.  He probably fell asleep.  Augie is a snorer. 10 

Q. Okay. 11 

A. So, immediately I assumed that, because I’m thinking the 12 

best.  And, you know, more time is just going by. 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. They had -- we put him on (indiscernible) to get him out.  15 

They sent another crew up.  After they extricated him, or got him 16 

free from the cars, they sent another crew up to bring him down. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. So, at this point, I remember them saying they found another 19 

firefighter. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. I was looking at another firefighter who heard the same 22 

thing.  They said they were bringing someone out. 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. So, we had assumed it’s Acabou or Brooks, because when they 25 
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said they found another firefighter, we assumed they had Brooks.  1 

So, this whole time, it wasn’t just us two.  A lot of members 2 

there thought, you know, they had both of them, and one of them 3 

was coming down. 4 

Q. Right. 5 

A. So, we were clearing space, we were getting things in order, 6 

bringing more tools as far as the gear and different things that 7 

they need, water, tanks, whatever we asked for. 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. At 11:37, they sound as if they pronounced someone.  I don’t 10 

remember.  You can tell me from the dispatch. 11 

Q. Yeah.  I’ve got, at 2340, so at 11:40, I have a transmission 12 

that, we have located another firefighter.  Working on him at this 13 

time. 14 

A. Okay. 15 

Q. So -- 16 

A. (Indiscernible). 17 

Q. Right. 18 

A. So, they sounded like, at some point, they pronounced someone 19 

at 11:37, because the firefighter that was with me was also a cop.  20 

He said, they just gave a code they pronounced someone.  We don’t 21 

know who it is yet.  Don’t panic, but I think someone that 22 

(indiscernible).  That’s what he was telling me at the time.  I 23 

just heard the time, 11:37, when he confirmed that they pronounced 24 

them.  So, now, we just waited. 25 
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Q. Right. 1 

A. In between that time, a lot was going on, a lot more people 2 

was coming on the scene, and still, none of the guys came down. 3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. We had other firefighters in the midst of the situation 5 

getting hurt.  I know there was another captain.  It was Elizabeth 6 

firefighters who we needed to help.  It was EMS who needed help.  7 

They all went back and forth. 8 

Q. That call that you heard then was from an Elizabeth 9 

firefighter. 10 

A. The mayday, or -- 11 

Q. That, we’ve located another firefighter.  Working on him.  12 

That was one of the Elizabeth firefighters. 13 

A. Okay. 14 

Q. So, it wasn’t actually Brooks at that point. 15 

A. So, I’m assuming that was probably Acabou.  They went up, 16 

they found him, and -- 17 

Q. Right. 18 

A. -- they just (indiscernible) that. 19 

 MS. RIVERS:  Don’t guess.  Don’t guess.  When you say 20 

assuming, you’re guessing. 21 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  And there’s no guess. 23 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. So, at this point, time is going by. 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. Other firefighters and EMS is going and getting hurt, coming 3 

back out.  And at this point, I’m still waiting for Brooks or 4 

Acabou to come down.  Hours later, they end up bringing Acabou 5 

down from the side on the crane from the top of it on the ship. 6 

Q. Okay.  He basically came out around 2410, so about 10 minutes 7 

after midnight.  Am I good on that for a benchmark? 8 

A. You said 24? 9 

Q. Yeah, 24 -- 10 

(Crosstalk) 11 

Q. -- which would be midnight, yes. 12 

A. Right.  Okay. 13 

Q. 10 minutes after midnight was when they had brought him out 14 

(indiscernible). 15 

A. It was roughly a half hour after at that point.  We just 16 

(indiscernible) for some reason.  So, okay, they brought Acabou 17 

down.  And at the time, there was nothing else for me to do at 18 

that point.  It was just a waiting game. 19 

Q. Okay. 20 

A. I actually saw EMS on the side of the ship.  So, I’m waiting 21 

for my captain and waiting for -- because my captain still didn’t 22 

come down at this point. 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. My other crew (indiscernible) eight, which is in the same 25 
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house with us, I’m waiting to see (indiscernible) to see how 1 

they’re doing. 2 

Q. Okay. 3 

A. And I went and asked the EMS what is, you know, what was 4 

going on, and they said someone was coming down.  So, at that 5 

point, that’s when I knew one of them was coming down. 6 

Q. Okay. 7 

A. At that point, I still thought that transmission was that 8 

they found the other firefighter. 9 

Q. Right. 10 

A. So, fast forward, after Acabou came down, there was a 11 

transmission saying they’re still looking for Firefighter Brooks. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. And that kind of threw me off a little bit, but now, at that 14 

point, it was a waiting game for him. 15 

Q. Okay. 16 

A. I think it was New York who came.  It was like the last 17 

companies that came. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. And they ended up finding him, I believe. 20 

Q. It was rescue five and squad eight from (indiscernible).  You 21 

are correct. 22 

A. Okay.  And, you know, shortly after, they were preparing him.  23 

They were working on him, and then preparing him to come down. 24 

Q. Okay.  All right. 25 
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A. Again, I’m trying to think of time frame, but time was just 1 

all over the place.  It was -- I don’t -- 2 

Q. Yeah.  We have -- 3 

(Crosstalk) 4 

Q. -- Firefighter Brooks was out about 2:42, so about 2:42 in 5 

the morning. 6 

A. That sounds about right. 7 

Q. Okay. 8 

A. You know. 9 

Q. Okay. 10 

A. So, after Firefighter Brooks came down, we had our fire chief 11 

(indiscernible) speak to us for a little bit, and we proceeded to 12 

go to Firefighter Brooks (indiscernible), which is Battalion 5 13 

(indiscernible) Engine 27. 14 

Q. Okay. 15 

A. And we did a debriefing there. 16 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Is there anything else about the incident that 17 

you can think of that we need to know about, or -- 18 

A. No.  At that point, it’s -- 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  That’s it?  Okay.  Okay.  If you’re good, 20 

we’ll see if anybody has any follow-up questions, okay? 21 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 22 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Detective, (indiscernible). 23 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #1: 24 

Q. At any time, did you have any interactions with the vessel’s 25 
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crew? 1 

A. I don’t understand the question. 2 

Q. The people who worked on that boat, did you have any 3 

interactions with them? 4 

A. No. 5 

Q. Okay. 6 

A. I remember one point, one of the members was talking to the 7 

chiefs, and they were asking, is there any other means or egress 8 

or any other way they can get to those levels?  And I couldn’t 9 

hear everything they were saying.  It sounded like they were 10 

saying that’s the only way to get to that point.  But he was 11 

saying he can’t go up there.  His feet is burning.  Like, it’s too 12 

hot for his feet.  I remember that part.  And that’s the only 13 

thing I remember from the crew. 14 

Q. Okay.  Do you remember overhearing any discussions about like 15 

a fixed C02 system being set off? 16 

A. No, I can’t remember.  I can’t. 17 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #1:  Okay.  That’s all the 18 

questions I have. 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 20 

 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER #1:  Nothing right now. 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Mr. Villegas? 22 

 MR. VILLEGAS:  No questions. 23 

 MR. LALLO:  Yeah.  Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety. 24 

 BY MR. LALLO: 25 
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Q. As far as like your communications with your captain, what’s 1 

your call sign on your radio?  Like, if he needed to get 2 

equipment, or vice versa, when you need to give them some 3 

information, did you go by a radio designation? 4 

A. No.  At that point, I had no contact with him.  It was a lot 5 

of traffic on radios, and they were trying to understand and get 6 

things in order as far as dispatch, the commanding officers, and 7 

the firefighters that were inside the structure. 8 

Q. But I mean, do you have, like at the beginning of the tour, 9 

like your radio call signal, like -- 10 

A. Yeah.  So, I’m -- 11 

Q. What would it be? 12 

A. I’m radio B (indiscernible) driver, so -- 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. -- if he was to reach out to me, he would say, 16 cabin to  15 

16 driver or 16 cabin to 16B. 16 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And then, you mentioned about the 17 

emergency evacuation calls? 18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. Is there anything that you do as the chauffer driver that you 20 

would do -- 21 

A. I just set off the tones. 22 

Q. -- when that happens? 23 

A. No, I just set off the tones. 24 

Q. No (indiscernible) horns or anything like that with 25 
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(indiscernible)? 1 

A. Yes.  So, we have a certain tone on the rig, and that’s what 2 

we press, you know, to sound that alarm, so they know to evacuate. 3 

Q. I see.  So, you had that one, that tone? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. Is that something you have to do manual? 6 

A. Yes. 7 

Q. Okay.  Then, what else did I have?  Any particular appliances 8 

that you have on your apparatus in regards to like (indiscernible) 9 

firefighting, like any international shore connections, like a 10 

(indiscernible) connection for anything with maritime, that you 11 

know of? 12 

A. No.  I wasn’t in the ship, so I don’t know what connections 13 

they had. 14 

Q. No, I’m saying, for yourself, though, like on your apparatus, 15 

Engine 16, did you have any particular appliance that you would 16 

flow water or introduce water into the boat, like water supply 17 

connections? 18 

A. Okay.  Let me try to understand the question. 19 

Q. Yeah. 20 

A. We have water, we have hoses, we have connections.  I’m not 21 

sure how the connections connect to the ship, but we do have 22 

resources to take into the ship. 23 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay.  All right, thank you. 24 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #2: 25 
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Q. Just to confirm, can you tell us everyone who was on your 1 

company that night who responded? 2 

A. Yes.  It was Kevin Oswald Gremetto (ph.); Firefighter Augie, 3 

Augustus Acabou; Firefighter Paul Reilly; and myself,  4 

Firefighter John Williams. 5 

Q. Right.  And when you say Gremetto, was he your regular 6 

captain? 7 

A. Yes. 8 

Q. Okay.  (Indiscernible).  So, that was your regular crew? 9 

A. Yes.  My forward and crew. 10 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #2:  Okay. 11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Any other questions about the incident from 12 

anyone?  Anybody online? 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #3:  No. 14 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  No?  Okay.  So, if anybody has any 15 

additional questions, this would be outside (indiscernible).  16 

Detective? 17 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #4: 18 

Q. Have you ever received any shipboard firefighting training? 19 

A. About a week and a half to two weeks before the incident, we 20 

received a class.  I’m going to assume it’s probably a training or 21 

sort of an awareness class. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. They gave us information.  They were saying that they would 24 

be receiving a lot more electronic vehicles, and they’re expecting 25 
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to have issues as far as fires onboard.  So, they were setting up 1 

the training to make us aware of the situation, and soon after, 2 

they were going to set up a hands-on training for the department 3 

so we could come into the ships, and see what they have, and, you 4 

know, try to find ways to, you know, extinguish a fire if needed. 5 

Q. Okay.  Before that, was there -- have you received any 6 

shipboard firefighting training before that seminar? 7 

A. No. 8 

Q. Okay.  I’m sorry. 9 

A. That’s okay. 10 

Q. And have you ever done any exercises with the Port of Newark, 11 

the maritime side? 12 

A. No. 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #4:  No?  That’s all the questions 14 

I have. 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 16 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 17 

Q. When was your last fit test? 18 

A. Fit test as far as? 19 

Q. Mask? 20 

A. No.  It was actually, it was this year sometime.  I actually 21 

got a new master chair. 22 

Q. Okay.  Are you generally in good shape when you take the fit 23 

test? 24 

A. Yes. 25 
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Q. When was -- how often do you do SCBA inspections? 1 

A. Every morning before our shift. 2 

Q. And SCBA training?  How often, or when was the last time?  It 3 

could be a variety of things, but it’s generally going through 4 

your equipment, (indiscernible) burn exercise, or -- 5 

A. Okay. 6 

Q. -- something like that. 7 

A. So, not so much (indiscernible) burn. 8 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  And, Mike, you can help me if I misquote it.  9 

But we have a training at the academy every six months to a year, 10 

so probably once or twice a year, where we -- I mean, at the 11 

academy. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mask confidence. 13 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Mask confidence.  Sorry about that.  But we do 14 

a mask confidence training where we don our gear, we 15 

(indiscernible), we black out our masks, and we work through a 16 

serious of situations in case we get trapped in a space.  And 17 

there’s different obstacles to overcome. 18 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 19 

Q. And that’s a couple of times a year, you say? 20 

A. Yes.  About once or twice a year. 21 

Q. Medically speaking, do you remember when you had the last 22 

department-mandated physical? 23 

A. Personally, or (indiscernible)? 24 

Q. Yep, yeah. 25 
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A. Well, I go to my personal doctor for them. 1 

Q. Okay.  So, I’m sorry, not personally.  The department has 2 

said, you know, firefighters need to have a physical.  Do they -- 3 

does that -- 4 

A. No. 5 

Q. -- ever happen other than your initial? 6 

A. No.  They encourage it, but not from the department. 7 

Q. Okay.  Did they send you to someone in particular for like a 8 

Workman’s Comp issue or anything like that? 9 

A. De Bugio (ph.) -- 10 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  How do you say his name? 11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Bugio. 12 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  De Bugio. 13 

 MR. RICHARSON:  Captain De Bugio.  He was a fire captain, and 14 

he ran a series of tests on firefighters to make sure our 15 

cardiovascular system was in order, and he’d give us details on, 16 

you know, our health. 17 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 18 

Q. So, they provided you with that information; and then, it’s 19 

up to -- 20 

A. Correct. 21 

Q. -- you whether you want to do that or not?  Okay. 22 

A. Yes. 23 

Q. And do you know who the department uses for Workman’s Comp?  24 

Do they use like a -- 25 
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Q. Concentra. 1 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Concentra?  Okay.  Okay.  That’s it.  Thank 2 

you. 3 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Anybody else? 4 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #5:  No questions. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Detectives? 6 

 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER #6:  No questions. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  No?  Nothing -- 8 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #6:  No questions. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  -- else (indiscernible)?  Do you want to do 10 

your final thing? 11 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  So, as we move forward to the conclusion 12 

phase of this interview, we always like to recap and ask if 13 

there’s anything that we haven’t asked you that you would like to 14 

tell us about the incident or anything that you feel that we in 15 

the room should know. 16 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 17 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  And do you have any questions for anybody 18 

in the room? 19 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, I would like to know, after this, what 20 

happens next?  Like, you’re doing the interviews, but what exactly 21 

is it for? 22 

 MR. REED:  So, what we’re doing the interviews for is the 23 

Coast Guard investigation.  We create a report of investigation 24 

afterwards, and it’s really to prevent a similar instance from 25 
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happening in the future.  So, out of this investigation, we can 1 

make safety recommendations for like the marine shipping industry, 2 

maybe even how the shipping crew interacts with shore-based 3 

firefighters, a number of things that we can do to make 4 

recommendations to prevent these things in the future.  So, that’s 5 

the purpose of the Coast Guard’s investigation of this. 6 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  And that’s just the Coast Guard? 7 

 MR. REED:  Coast Guard; and then, NTSB will come out with a 8 

similar report, but they’re usually pretty similar, but not the 9 

same.  We’re separate entities, so -- 10 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  (Indiscernible)? 11 

 MR. REED:  Yes. 12 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 13 

 MR. REED:  It’s a safety investigation. 14 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Got you. 15 

 MR. REED:  Yeah. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  NIOSH will also issue a report that strictly 17 

focuses on the firefighting operations.  I’m not sure if you’ve 18 

ever seen a NIOSH firefighter line of duty death report, but we’ll 19 

issue one, as well. 20 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 21 

 MR. REED:  Anything else? 22 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 23 

 MR. REED:  Okay.  Well, Mr. Williams, thank you very much for 24 

your time.  The time is 12:50, and this will conclude our 25 
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interview. 1 

 MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 2 

 (Whereupon, at 12:50 p.m., the interview was concluded.) 3 
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