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INTERVIETW

(12:36 p.m.)
LT. REED: -- 21st, 2023, and the time is 12:36 p.m. We are
at the Port Authority Building 260 in Newark, New Jersey.
I'm Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the U.S. Coast Guard, and
I'm here with -- will you please state and spell your name-?

CAPT. ROGERS: David Rogers, D-a-v-i-d, last name is R-o-g-e-

LT. REED: Okay. And your representation.

CAPT. TARANTINO: Captain Anthony Tarantino, president,
Newark Fire Officers, T-a-r-a-n-t-i-n-o.

MR. LIPSHUTZ: I'm Gary Lipshutz, L-i-p-s-h-u-t-z, first
assistant corporation counsel, City of Newark Law Department. I’'m
the attorney for the Captain.

LT. REED: And do you agree to those representatives being
present for this interview?

CAPT. ROGERS: Yes, I do.

LT. REED: We're conducting this joint agency interview as
part of the Coast Guard-NTSB investigation into the facts
surrounding the fire and subsequent firefighter deaths on board
the Grande Costa D'Avorio on July 5th, 2023.

Do you consent to this interview being recorded?

CAPT. ROGERS: Yes, I do.

LT. REED: Okay. Now, we'll go around the room for

introductions. I'm going to ask, please state your name, spell
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your last name and the company you are with. At this time, let'’
start with the individuals on the computer. Mr. Pittman, if you
will

MR. PITTMAN: Yes. Willy Pittman. I'm with the
Investigations, National Center of Expertise, U.S. Coast Guard.
My last name is spelled P-i-t-t-m-a-n.

LT. REED: Ms. McAtee.

MS. McATEE: ©Nancy McAtee, fire and explosion specialist,
NTSB. Last name is M-c-A-t-e-e.

CAPT. ZIESER: Captain Walt Zieser, New Jersey Division of

Fire Safety, Z-i-e-s-e-r.

S

MR. ROSE: Adam Wells, Essex County Prosecutor's Office, W-e-

1-1-s.

MR. LALLO: I'm Greg Lallo, PEOSH Safety Compliance. The
last name is spelled L-a-1-1-o.

DET. KESELICA: Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County
Prosecutor's Office. Last name's K-e-s-e-l-i-c-a.

CAPT. VILLEGAS: Captain (Indiscernible) Villegas, V as in
Victor, i-l-1l-e-g-a-s, Division of Fire Safety.

MS. MALINOSKI: Terri Malinoski, PEOSH compliance officer
with the Department of Health, M-a-l-i-n-o-s-k-i.

DET. VALDEZ: Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police
Department, V-a-l-d-e-z.

DET. RIOS: Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police,
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MR. RICHARDSON: Mike Richardson, R-i-c-h-a-r-d-s-o-n,
firefighter fatality investigator, NIOSH.

SGT. PALERMO: Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo with Port
Authority Police, P-a-l-e-r-m-o.

LT. REED: And again, I'm Lieutenant Brandon Reed with the
U.S. Coast Guard, R-e-e-d.

Mike Richardson, with NIOSH, is the technical expert on
firefighting will lead the initial portion of the interview, after
which we'll go around the room and give every agency and
representative an opportunity to ask questions.

INTERVIEW OF DAVID ROGERS

BY LT. REED:

Q. First, if I could, let me ask you a few background questions

for the record. Who are you employed by and what position do you

hold?

A. Newark Fire Division. I'm a captain.

Q. Okay. And how long have you held that position?
A. Two years.

Q. And how long have you been with Newark Fire?
A. Roughly 22 years.
Q. Okay.
LT. REED: All right. With that, I'll hand it over to Mr.
Richardson.
BY MR. RICHARDSON:
Q. Captain Rogers, once again, I want to start off by saying
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we're very sorry for the loss of Firefighters Acabou and Brooks.
So our condolences to everyone in the department.

A. We appreciate that.

Q. So what we want to do is just have a conversation. There's
no structured formal guestions that we're going to ask. We would
just like for you to the best of your ability to tell us about the
events and what took place at the incident. So we'll start with

your initial response, what you saw once you got on scene, kind of

initial actions. Then we can take a break. If anyone needs
clarification or has questions. Then we'll kind of progress from
there. So if at any time you need to take a break, let us know.

We can make that happen as well.

A. Okay.

Q. So you can Jjust start, dispatch information, responding, what
you saw when you arrived on the scene, what your initial actions
were.

A. Okay. Initial dispatch came in for a shipboard fire. So we
didn't know what we were coming up against when we got there. As
we pulled up, we were able to see fire on a top deck --

Q. Okay.

A. -— of the ship. So initially when we pulled up, we parked
the rig and went onto the ramp area. And the first group of guys
from 27 Engine went up to check out what was going on and give
their initial report back to the battalion chief. So when they

went up, they said the fire was pretty much knocked down. So at
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that time, the deputy chief had arrived on scene. He was on the
ramp with us with a bunch of other guys Jjust waiting to go up and
I asked him if he wanted us to go up to start doing overhaul to
help those guys out on the top of the ship. So he sent us up to
go meet up with 27 Engine, and then help with overhaul on the cars
on the top of the ship.

Q. Okay.

A. So we ascended the right side of the ship. I'm not familiar
with port and starboard. So. So the right side of the ship where
we entered, the middle of it and went up to deck 12. When we got
up to deck 12, we found that most of the fire had been knocked
down by the crew of the ship. There were small pockets fire in
some of the cars that was left. I couldn't give you a timeline on
how long it took for us to get up there. A few minutes after we
were there, maybe 5 or 10 minutes after we were there, another
member of the ship's crew came from the other side of the ship to
tell the -- I guess the ship's liaison who spoke Italian, who was
going back and forth with us in the best English he could, that

there was fire below the deck.

Q. Okay.
A. So 1t took us a couple of minutes to get across all the cars
because of the way that they're hooked up. So we went across and

then Battalion Chief Marasca (ph.) went down the stairwell and
checked deck 11, deck 10 and deck 9. Deck 11, he found heavy

smoke. Deck 10, he found heavy smoke and deck 9, he said that
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there was a light gray haze.

Q. Okay.

A. And it was at that time that it was decided that we would
commandeer two lines from the crew and make our way down to 10.
So the first crew that went in was Captain Manning's crew with
Mike Johnson and two of my guys, DeSoto (ph.) and DeSilva (ph.)
went down with them on the initial attack line. They went in and
knocked down -- they knocked down on 10, and then I subsequently
followed up after that on that line with Firefighter Brooks.

Q. Okay.

A. And we took a line down and dropped it at 11 and then
followed the initial attack line down to 10.

Q. Okay.

A. Followed the line into roughly the center of the ship. It

might have been 75 feet I would say. Maybe it was the length,

maybe it was a length and a half. I'm really not quite sure.
Q. Okay.
A. So when we came in, roughly about 3 feet off of the wall,

where the stairwell was, and the stairwell ended. When we curved
out to the right, into the middle of the ship, there was a
grouping of cars in front of us and a grouping of cars to the
right of us when we were coming in. And we were clear of all the
vehicles at that time. We were working on putting the rest of the
fire out. We knocked most of it down. There was a little bit,

maybe a small trashcan size fire left in one of the vehicles.
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Q. Okay.

A. After that, when I was using my TIC, I was checking the
floor, checking other areas to see if there was anything, and I
looked overhead and I noticed that the steel was starting to fall
from the deck above us. So I had Firefighter Brooks back up with
the line and hit it from as far away as we could. At that time,
we had no radio communications. Every time I tried to key the
mic, it made that whooping noise.

Q. Right.

A. So when 16 Engine came in, I left Firefighter Brooks my TIC
and I left him with 16 Engine. And I followed the line back to
Battalion Chief Marasca and advised him of what was going on with
the ceiling area. At that time, I had put my head on the bulkhead
door, and my boot had opened up completely. So both my boots

ended up failing at that fire.

Q. Okay.
A. So Battalion Chief Marasca pulled me out because of the gear
failure, and said -- told me that he was going to pull everybody

out anyway. So after that, I worked my way up to the top. About
halfway up, I met Firefighter DeSoto and Firefighter DeSilva
again, while they were on their way down. I told them what was
going on, and that Firefighter Brooks and Engine 16 which should
have been Captain Rabuto (ph.) and Firefighter Acabou, were still
down there and to meet with Chief Marasca to see if he wanted them

to go in and get them because of the communications to pull them
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out.

Q. Okay.

A. After that, I got to the top of the ship. I took my tank
off. I couldn't stand on the top deck. So I had to jump inside a
car from the heat because of my boot failure. So I took my Jjacket
off and then I was sitting there, and was talking to a couple of
the guys and I don't remember who they were, about the layout of
the floor plan that we encountered on 10 and then basically we saw
the black smoke coming from the stairwell after that, and that's
when everything went to shit.

Q. And was say that, that was the stairwell that you had been

going up and down --

A. Yeah.

Q. —-— correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

A That's correct.

Q. Okay. All right. 1Is it okay if we take a break here for
questions then?
A. Yeah, sure.

MR. RICHARDSON: Okay. So, Brandon.

BY LT. REED:
Q. Were you ever made aware that any agent or CO2 was used in
any of those spaces?

A. Not until afterwards.
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Q. Not until afterwards. Was there any conversation with the
crew about -- the crew of the vessel about accountability or
whether they --
A. Not to my knowledge. And there was a very, very large
language barrier with everybody on the ship.
Q. Okay. That's everything I have right now.

BY CAPT. VILLEGAS:
Q. Captain Villegas from Division of Fire Safety. Which company
are you working at?
A. I'm currently assigned to Ladder 11 on the fourth tour but I

was working mutual swap for Capt. Greg Mann, Ladder 4, tour 1.

Q. And upon your arrival, you said you reported smoke from deck
127
A. Yeah, we could see it. I announced it to the battalion chief

over the air when we were pulling up.
Q. That's all I have.
BY MR. LALLO:
Q. Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety. Are you part of the component

with the marine unit?

A. No.

Q. Ladder 4 is not part of it?

A. Ladder 4 is, but I am not.

Q. I see. Can you talk about like normal protocol of what you

would do with like shipboard fires if the boat is deployed or --

A. I don't know anything about that.
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Q. Nothing about that.

A. No.

Q. Do you have any knowledge about the boat?

A. Not at all.

Q. Nothing at all.

A. No.

Q. Okay. And then about -- as far as when you first went in on

deck 10, did you have like your whole crew with you? Maybe you
can talk about that a little bit.

A. The whole crew was together at the top of the ship when we
were on 12. The decision was made to separate the crew two and
two so that the engine company could have two guys with them went
they went down.

Q. Okay.

A. So —-- and then 16 was following us up to be the secondary
crew that was in there with myself and Firefighter Brooks.

0. I think that's all I have. Thank you.

BY MR. WELLS:

0. Adam Wells, the Prosecutor's Office. Just so I can better
understand. So you had -- yourself and four men, four
firefighters.

A. Three firefighters.

Q. Yourself and three firefighters.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So who were the three firefighters you were with on Ladder 4
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that night?
A. Ladder 4 that night, it was Firefighter Wayne Brooks, Jr.,

Firefighter Tony DeSilva and Firefighter Luis DeSoto.

Q. Okay. And so -- and then on 12, you decided -- the decision
was made to split up. DeSilva and DeSoto went with?

A. 27 Engine, that would be Captain Lew Manning and Mike
Johnson.

Q. And you and Brooks went with Engine 16.

A. We went down ahead of Engine 16 to continue fire suppression
efforts. 16 came in behind us.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MR. RICHARDSON: Questions, Walt?

CAPT. ZEISER: No.

MR. RICHARDSON: No other questions?

LT. REED: Let me check the computer.

MR. RICHARDSON: Sure.

LT. REED: Mr. Pittman, do you have any questions at this
time?

MR. PITTMAN: Yes.

BY MR. PITTMAN:
Q. This is Willy Pittman, U.S. Coast Guard. Okay. You said you
guys were doing fire suppression efforts on deck 10.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. So you were immediately inside the door at the top of

the ramp at deck 10 or were you further into the space?
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A. We were further into the space. Sir, are you asking me from

the bulkhead door to the interior?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, we were about roughly 75 to 100 feet into the deck
itself.

Q. Okay. And, there was an active fire going on on 10 100 so

feet into the space?

A. Yeah, rightly 75 to 100 feet in. It might have been closer
if we didn't have to go around the cars, but we tried to -- we
kept in the clear areas to stay away from the cars.

Q. All right. So now -- so there were no firefighting efforts

on deck 112

A. No, not at that time.

Q. Okay. Now, were you aware of the open water pipe below deck
127

A. Are you talking about the top, the top deck itself where we

entered from?

Q. Um-hum.
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. So basically you were attempting to crush the fire.

So you went up to 10 and I guess being aware of the burning on 117

A. Yeah.
Q. You said that the ceiling above you started to buckle?
A. Yes. It was white hot. I mean the steel was white hot, and

it was beginning to buckle, yes.
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Q. Okay. Now, while you were in that space, did you hear any
active explosions?

A. I don't know i1if there were explosions or if it was just the
steel expanding itself. I couldn’t really tell you. I have never
been in a ship before like that, and I really wouldn't be able to
tell you what the sounds were exactly, but there were a lot of

noises going on around us.

Q. Okay. All right. And the last thing, you said your boots
failed.

A. Yes.

Q. And you were on 12 and basically the deck was so hot that you

had to sit in a car.

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. So when it was time for you to evacuate --

A. Um-hum.

Q. -— you did so with the boots or somebody brought you some
boots?

A. No, I did so with the boots that I had on.

Q. Can you repeat, sir?

A. I did so with the boots that I had on.

Q. Okay. All right. That's all I had.

BY MR. WELLS:
Q. I have one follow-up question. When you say your boots
failed, I may be the only one here who's not a fireman and doesn't

know. What do you mean when you say your boots failed?
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A. I don't know i1f they delaminated or they melted off. If
you'd like, I can show you a picture.

Q. Okay. So basically they melted the --

A. The bottoms.

Q. -— the sole of the boot basically disappeared on you.
A. Correct.

Q. Thank you. I just wanted to understand that.

LT. REED: Ms. McAtee, do you have any questions at this
time?
Ms. McATEE: I have no gquestions.

BY MR. RICHARDSON:

Q. Okay. Do you feel like when you were initiating your fire
attack, that you had an appropriate flow —-- pressure and flow?
A. No.

Q. So you don't -- you didn't feel like -- and to kind of give

you a benchmark, if you took your typical Newark Fire Department

18

inch and 3/4 hose line, what percentage would you say roughly you

felt like you had compared to that?
A. Compared to that, somewhere between 50 and 75 percent.
Q. Okay. So you felt like your typical hose line, and do you

know what your typical flow is on your inch and 3/47?

A. Off the top of my head, no.
Q. But you felt like --
A. It should -- yeah, it should be roughly 100 gallons per

minute, but it changes varying on which hose tip we're using.
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Q. Okay. But you felt like --
A. Yeah.
Q. -— you did not have the normal flow that you would have had a

fire service, the typical inch and 3/4 fire service hose line?

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. But with what you had, you were able extinguish the
fire?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And in terms of the deck above, you do you feel like

that the impact to the deck above you in terms of the heat and the
warping, was that due to the space that you had been in or is that
due to the fire that's above?

A. Personally I believe it was from the fire above. I don't
think it was from the space. I think the -- I think 10 was the
seat of the fire where it initially started. And I think that was
the smallest amount of fire that we had.

Q. Okay.

A. And it was, you know, through conduction that went its way
all the way up because the top floor, deck 12 reigniting also from
the heat.

Q. Okay. And at that time, were you standing up walking around

or were you crouching or crawling?

A. If I crouched I could see --
Q. Okay.
A. -— until I entered the bulkhead door. If I stood up, I was
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in a deep haze.

Q. Okay.

A. So it was harder to see through. It was much easier looking
through the TIC to see everything. So when we were initially
using the line to knock down most of the fire, what was left of
the fire, I was pulling my TIC in front of Firefighter Brooks so

that he could sweep the area --

Q. Sure.
A. -- and knock down as much fire as possible.
Q. Okay. And if you were standing up, did conditions then drive

you to the floor?

A. No. At that time, no, it didn't.
Q. Okay.
A. I'd said it was tenable, but uncomfortably hot.

Q. Sure. Okay.

A And I think it was the radiant heat coming from overhead.

Q. Okay. So we left off with you on deck 12, and this was when
the mayday kind of started. So could you pick it up from there?
A. I believe the mayday was put out by Captain Rabuto when he
got up to deck 12, and he realized he didn't have the rest of his
crew. Again, I don't know of other maydays. I didn't hear
anything come across on my radio, but again because we were having
radio problems inside, maydays may have gone across.

Q. So on your radio, you were not aware of any transmissions --

A. No, not until Captain Rabuto got to the top and he called the
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mayday.

Q. Okay. And was that the first point that you realized that
Firefighter Brooks was not with him?

A. Yes. So it was the first point that I realized that
Firefighter Brooks, Firefighter DeSoto and Firefighter DeSilva

were not there.

Q. Okay.
A. And --
Q. Like I said, if you need to take a break, we can.

A. No, I'll be all right.

Q. Okay. Take all the time you need.

A. Um-hum. I initially thought I lost all three guys.

Q. Okay. There were some radio transmissions going on at that
time about accountability. So did you speak to anyone in person

or did you communicate over the radio the status?
A. Yeah, I called for them over the radio, in the case of
Firefighter Brooks' effort, but I also told Chief Cupco (ph.) that

all three of the guys were still down.

Q. And so Chief Cupco was the one that you spoke with --

A. Yes.

Q. —-— about the status of the three?

A. Yeah, he was on top deck. He was aware.

Q. Okay.

A I found out later that Firefighter DeSoto and Firefighter

DeSilva went down the stairs to deck 5. We were under the

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

impression that deck 5 led you to another area of cars, and that

wasn't the truth.

Q. Okay.

A. That led you out to where we entered.

Q. Okay.

A. And we were unaware of that. So that's how they found those
two guys.

Q. Okay. And then from there, did you come on down at that

point or --

A. No.
Q. No.
A. No, because I was still unaware that that was the exit. A

lot of us on the top deck were unaware that that was the way out.
Q. Okay. So you can just take it from there.

A. From that point, it was -- the smoke stopped coming out a
couple minutes later from the bulkhead door of deck 12. And
that's when other companies made their way up from the middle of
the ship, and started their search and rescue efforts at that
point in time.

Q. Okay.

A. I was pretty much out of the game. I couldn’t really do
anything believe of the boots.

Q. Sure. Okay.

A. So I was just kind of hopping from place to place doing what

I could and if I could stand on something, I stood on something.
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If I couldn't, I couldn't. And whenever the smoke changed
directions, we'd have to kind of dart from place to place because
we had nowhere to go. We didn't have enough air bottles up top.
Q. Okay.

A. It wasn't until after we got -- after the guys got
Firefighter Acabou out, once they found him, and they were able to
get him out from in between the vehicle, that they brought him up
top, and I helped carry him over to the bed of a pickup truck.

Q. Okay.

A. And that's when EMS and -- jumped on him and started doing
CPR and all the other things that they do.

Q. Okay. Can you advise at what point you realized DeSoto and
DeSilva were actually out?

A. It came across the radio that they found those two
downstairs. So I believe it was Chief Caruchi (ph.) that stated
it.

Q. Okay. And then it's our understanding that shortly after
Firefighter Acabou was brought down off the deck, that the orders
were given and everyone left the top deck? Did you leave when the

majority of personnel came down?

A. I stayed as long as I could.

Q. Okay.

A. I'm pretty sure I was one of the last five guys down.

Q. Okay. Anything else with the incident itself that you'd like

to share or talk about or discuss?
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A. Not off the top of my head, no. The back end of it is a blur

after, you know.

Q. Sure. Okay.

A. The first part is all -- everything's there.

Q. Sure.

A. The second half, my mind wasn't really 100 percent in the
game. So.

Q. 100 percent understandable.

MR. RICHARDSON: Commander.

LT. REED: I don't have any follow-up questions related to
the incident. Anybody else?

BY MR. LALLO:
Q. Yeah, I just one thing, Cap, with the personal accountability
roll call. Greg Lallo with PEOSH Safety. Do you recall at what

time that happened and the mechanics of that that you can recall?

A. You're talking about the fire?

Q. Yeah.

A. No. I couldn't tell you when it was.

Q. Without anything visible, were the fire control plans from

the crew that you could see during your time that you were on the

ship?

A. What are you asking?

Q. As far as like charts or plans or --

A. I didn't see anything like that. That would be something

that would be given to the command staff, not us.
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Q. Okay. That's all I've got.

LT. REED: Anyone else?

MR. RICHARDSON: Then the final thing would just be questions
outside of the incident itself. We'll just ask anybody that has
questions, if that's okay.

CAPT. ROGERS: Okay.

BY LT. REED:

Q. Have you ever received any sort of shipboard firefighting
training?
A. There was only one training that we recently did 2 weeks ago,

and 1t was an awareness course on the lithium-ion batteries, the

EVs —--
Q. Okay.
A. —-— on ships. Other than that, no shipboard firefighting

training at all.

Q. Have you ever been on a commercial vessel like this before?
A. Not one of the boat carriers.

Q. Okay.

A. I was on a ship that carried orange Jjuice once, just to kind

of see how that went for high angle training.

Q. Okay. But have you had any exercises with the port in
regards to ship fires before?

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. And are you aware of any procedures that the Newark

Fire Department has to address shipboard fires?
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A. No, sir.
Q. Okay. That's all the follow-up questions I have.
BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
Q. Regarding your equipment, with your equipment in general,
does the department require monthly inspections (indiscernible)

inspections?

A. Quarterly.

Q. Quarterly.

A. The SCBAs, I don't know. That would be handled by our
special services divisions I believe. But our actual gear is
quarterly.

Q. Did your boots -- prior to that incident, you had no

indication the boots were --

A. No, not at all.
Q. Thank you.
MR. RICHARDSON: (Indiscernible) .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No questions.

BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:

Q. You did mention that there was not enough air bottles on the
12th deck --

A. Um-hum.

Q. -- after everything started going sideways?

A. Yeah.

Q. Aside from what you went up there with initially, were there

any extra air bottles up there at all?
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A. Yeah, they were coming up in dribs and drabs. There was a

lag time about 15 to 20 minutes, maybe 30, to get equipment to the

top of the ship.
Q. Okay. And just -- I don't know if anybody has covered this
previously. The air bottles and the SCBA that you went up there
with, approximately how long would that cover you for?
A. 15 to 20 minutes depending on your exertion.
Q. Okay.

MR. RICHARDSON: Nothing else? No.

BY MR. RICHARDSON:

Q. Do you know the service date, the age of your boots as far
as —--

A. No.

Q. You don't know.

A. I think they were roughly about 6 years old though.

Q. Okay. And the disposition of those boots, do you know? Do

you still have them? Does the department still have them?
A. I still have them. I locked them in my locker so that in

case they need to be inspected, they can be.

Q. You do -- you are in possession?
A. Yeah, they're currently at Ladder 11's quarters.
Q. Okay.

MR. RICHARDSON: You want to do your final.
LT. REED: Mr. Pittman, do you have any follow-up questions?

MR. PITTMAN: I have no questions.
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LT. REED: Ms. McAtee, do you have any follow-up questions?
MS. McATEE: ©No, no more gquestions.
BY LT. REED:
Q. Is there any -- so at this point, I'd like to ask you if
there's anything that you would like to tell us that maybe we

haven't asked before or things that we should know about this

investigation?

A. Not to my knowledge, no.

Q. Okay. And do you have any questions for anybody in the room?
A. No, I do not.

LT. REED: With that, I want to thank you very much for your
time and telling us your story. And we really appreciate you
coming here and making time for us.

This will conclude our interview. The time is 1:06 p.m.

(Whereupon, at 1:06 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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