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INTERVIETW

(3:00 p.m.)

LT REED: Good afternoon.

MR. PUA: Good afternoon.

LT REED: It is July 8th, 2023; the time is 3 o'clock, 1500.
We're here to talk about the incident that happened on the Grande
Costa D'Avorio with the bosun.

Do you consent to be interviewed?

MR. PUA: Yes.

LT REED: Okay. Will you please say and spell your name?

MR. PUA: My name is Pua Abelardo. My surname is spelled
P-u-a, and my first name is spelled A-b-e-l-a-r-d-o.

LT REED: Okay. All right. Going around the room, we'll
introduce ourselves, say our name and what agency we represent.
I'm again, Brandon Reed, and I am representing the Coast Guard,
Sector New York.

MR. BARNUM: Good afternoon. Bart Barnum, NTSB.

DET. VALDEZ: Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police
Department.

cwo [ chief warrant officer |} T coast
Guard Sector New York Investigations.

DET. SGT. PALERMO: Detective Sergeant Palermo with the Port
Authority Police Department.

MR. SEMENORO: Timothy Semenoro with Montgomery McCracken
Walker & Rhoads, attorney for the vessel.
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MR. ABRAHAM: Michael Abraham, forensic engineer with ATF.

MR. FRIEDMAN: Adam Friedman, fire protection engineer at
ATF.

DET. RIOS: Detective Phyllis Rios, Port Authority Police.

MR. BONUZZI: Mateo Bonuzzi, Montgomery McCracken, also for
the vessel.

MR. PITTMAN: Willy Pittman, Investigations, NCOE, U.S. Coast
Guard.

cwo |l chief warrant officer |} |l Ccast Guard
Sector New York Investigations.

SA PLESNIAK: I'm Special Agent Michael Plesniak with ATF.

INTERVIEW OF ABELARDO PUA

BY LT REED:
Q. Okay. Now, with the room being introduce, I'll go ahead and
say that the first investigation is a -- it's a safety

investigation to discover what happened and the events leading up
to what happened on the day and how we may be able prevent those

in the future with all the different factors we identify from the
multiple interviews that we are conducting.

So can you state your position on the vessel?

I am the bosun on that vessel.

Okay. And how long have you been in the maritime industry?

Oh, that, I started from 2001 till the present.

Okay. How long have you been a bosun?

>0 @ 0o

Thirteen to 15 years.
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Q. Thirteen to 15 years. Okay. What's your history with the

company? How long have you worked for Grimaldi?

A. I've been here since 2013.

Q. 2013. And what about with the vessel D'Arvio [sic]?

A. D'Avorio?

Q. Yeah.

A. I just came in last May, May 21.

Q. Okay.

A. This year. So I'm about a month and a half, something like
that.

Q. Is this your first tour on that vessel?

A. No. Actually, it's my second time.

Q. Second time?

A. 2013, I was here as a AB.

Q. Okay.

A. And then I came back now as a bosun.

Q. Okay. As a bosun, can you kind of walk us through what your

responsibilities are?

A. Okay. With (indiscernible) maintenance, I am in charge of
organizing the people in terms of operations with this job,
especially the maintenance, and also with cargo operations, you
know.

Q. Okay. When you say maintenance, what kind of systems are you
responsible for?

A. Oh, okay. Like painting, greasing, something like that,
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cleaning most of the time.

Q. Okay. And what are your responsibilities during the loading
procedures?

A. Loading procedures, supervise and manage the people, you
know, like that. If they need to ask me during the operations, if
they need -- if the shore guys need something, I provide these
things together with the crew.

Q. Okay. So your typical day when you're loading the vessel,
what does that look like for you?

A. This day, for example, the loading deck (indiscernible). I
need to make sure that somebody's there to assist. The chief mate
told me to prepare the -- some panels or something like this. So
I was the one who is doing these things.

Q. Okay. And preparing panels, what are you referring to?

A. It's the deck (indiscernible), 1like some special decks that

you remove when you need to load some high cargoes or low cargo

also.

Q. Okay. And what decks on this vessel move?

A. Deck 5 and -- just the lower decks.

Q. The lower decks? Okay. Can you walk me through what kind of

training you have received? Yeah, just in general, what kind of
training have you received?

A. We have a lot of trainings, you know, firefighting, basic
training for survival at sea, something like that.

Q. Yeah?
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A. Yeah. And on that boat we did also security.
Q. Okay. And for firefighting training, how often are you

conducting fire drills?

A. Oh, a lot.
Q. A lot?
A. Yeah, a lot, on especially this time, you know. When I was

on board, most of the weekends we are doing drills.

Q. Okay. Do you ever do drills with simulating car fires?

A. Yes.

Q. Yeah?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And do you do drills and is there is a difference in

the drills at port versus at sea?

A. At port and at sea?

Q. So if you're in port, do you simulate being in port or do you
always simulate a fire at sea?

A. Yeah, we do this normally. And what we do on sea, it's the
same as what we do on the ports, you know.

Q. Okay. All right. So where were you when the fire started?
A. I'm working on the weather deck cranes. I was outside, the
weather deck cranes, I was there.

Q. Were you loading the vessel with the cranes or --

A. No. After we -- we need to remove -- we are preparing the
vessel for the next port.

Q. Okay.
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A. So there is this ship materials that I need to remove using
the crane because it's an obstruction for the next port. So I
have to move it to another place, so that when we enter the next
port everything's ready, you know.

Q. Okay. All right. So you were working on these cranes when
the fire started.

A. Yes.

Q. How were you notified or when were you made aware that a fire

was on board?

A. It was through vocal call. I heard a call from the radio --
0. From the radio.
A. -- to the chief mate that they were having fire. And then I

can hear the alarm already starting to go off.

Q. Okay. So what did you do?

A. We immediately go to the station where the -- to where the
suits.

Q. Where is the station located?

A. On this time, we went to deck 11. We were stationed -- that

is the closest station at that time, so I went there.

Fortunately, the -- when we run there, we go back and I saw
already the chief mate and some also already on the scene. So
when I get there, I took over because I have the suit. So I was

trying to fight the fire on deck 10.
Q. Okay. So when you got there, they were already on scene.
What were they doing?
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A. Oh, already, they are already fighting with fire hoses.
Q. They were using fire hoses?
A. Fire hoses, yeah, already by that time. But when I was

there, already the smoke on the ceiling is quite a lot.

Q. Okay. Was anybody with you?
A. During that time? Oh, yeah, the chief mate was there and --
Q. Like helping you dress out, did anybody come with you after

you were dressed out?

A. Oh, yes. When I was there I was with second mate Italian
and -- who else? I remember it's, it's a driver, you know, as far
as I know. It's the second mate Italian I'm sure was there. He

was there to help me with it.

Q. Okay. And then did you go alone to deck 107

A. No, they were with me.

Q. They were with you?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And then you got to deck 10 and you saw them fighting

the fire with extinguishers?

A. Who?

Q. No, hoses?

A. Yeah.

Q. Hoses. Okay. And then what happened after?

A Yeah. Then the chief mate called me up and he told me that

we need to back up and we need to prepare to -- because they were
planning to release the C02, so we need to back up.
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Q. About how long do you think you were in the space when that

call was made?

A. You mean --

Q. Like how long were you at the fire before you heard the call?
A. Ten minutes, I guess.

Q. Ten minutes. Was the chief mate still there or had he gone?

A. No, no, he was there.

Q. He was there?

A. He was there.

Q. Okay. So what happened after that?

A. Okay. So during that time we started walking down to prepare

to close these doors in preparing for the release of the CO2.
Q. Which doors were you preparing?
A. Chief mate was on the weather deck closing the watertight

door on the weather deck and then I was on the next door.

Q. Okay. So he was doing the deck 12 watertight door?

A. No, no, no, no.

Q. No?

A. No, the weather deck, deck 6.

Q. Deck 67

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Was anybody sent to close the deck 12 door?

A. As far as I remember, yes. Deck 6, and then I was on deck 5.
As far as I remember -- during that time I'm doing --

Q. Yeah, yeah, during that time. Take your time. I don't want
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you to remember anything that didn't happen. So if you don't

know, that's fine.

A. I don't know really at that time. I don't know.
0. You can't remember?
A. Sorry. I can't remember. I can't remember. But they were

closing those lower doors for sure.
Q. Okay. But you were definitely closing the lower doors at

that time?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So after you close the door on deck 6, right --

A. Um-hum.

Q. -- what happened next?

A. After closing deck 6, we were stand by at deck 3.

Q. Okay.

A. And as far as my -- I know, I heard the CO alarm went off.
So they release the C0O2 alarm -- the CO2.

Q. Okay. And you're on deck 3 at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So after the C0O2 alarm goes off, what was the next

thing that happened that you can remember?
A. We were about to go up to check if the fire is extinguished

by this C02 release.

12

Q. Okay. And about how long after the release do you think that
was?
A. I don't -- around 10 minutes. I'm not —— I don't know. I
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A.
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t -- by that time I was like -- I didn't touch the time, you
because everything is happening very fast, you know, so —--
Were you still suited in the firefighting ensemble?

Yes.

Okay. So you were -- you proceeded to deck 10 to see if the

was still going?

Yes. We are going back.
Okay.
But -- so we went to deck 11, and then we went to deck 12,

and we are preparing to go to check if there is still fire by that

time.

Q. Okay. So how did you get to deck 11 and 127

A. By the stairs. This is emergency escape plan, on deck 3,
going up.

Q. And then how were you going to go to deck 107

A. Ah. Okay. So when we reach deck 11, we need to go to deck
12, go into this -- another escape plan on the port side aft of
deck 12.

Q. Okay. And so what happened? After you got to deck 10 -- did

you make it to deck 107

A.

Q.

= O

We make it to deck 12.

Yeah.

So when we are about to go inside -- I was inside, you know.
Um-hum.

And I heard on the radio that there is a fireman already
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arrive. So I went back.
0. Back to?
A. Yeah. Because I went inside the stairs and (indiscernible) a

couple of steps going down. The chief mate told me that the
fireman is there, arrive. So I went back, and they were talking.

0. Back to deck 127?

A. Deck 12.

Q. Okay. So what was their conversation? Did you hear it?

A. No.

Q. Didn't hear it? So what happened that you remember happened
next?

A. So they told me to lead them to deck 10 because they want to

see the situation on deck 10.

Q. Okay.

A. All right. So I went with them.

Q. How did you take them to deck 107

A. To deck 10? Yeah, by these stairs going --
Q. By the escape trunk stairs?

A. Yeah, escape trunk stairs.

Q. Okay. What happened? Was there conversation between you and
the firefighters or did you show them deck 107?

A. Yeah, I showed them deck 10, which door was it. So I was
there. So when they open the door, they told me to keep a little
bit, you know, keep distance. Of course I had (indiscernible).

So I was there. They went inside. They use the scanners, you
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know. And then the one that I heard, he said they want more mask.

0. Oh, they needed more (indiscernible)?

A. More masks.

Q. Okay.

A. More masks. And then -- shall I continue?

0. Yes, please, sir.

A. And then we went back.

Q. Okay. What did deck 10 look like when you got there?

A. Okay. Deck 10 has some smoke. When you open up the door
there is some smoke. As far as I can remember, there is smoke,

but it's not to the point that when you open the door the smoke is
so bad you can't even open the door. The smoke is just start.
Q. Okay. Did the firefighters use the hose that was there or

did they just scan and leave?

A. They scan and leave.

Q. Okay. How many were with you at that time?

A. As far as I can remember, it's two.

Q. Two?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. About how long do you think they were in that space?
A. Oh, not so long.

Q. Not wvery long?

A. Not wvery long.

Q. Okay. So you left and the firefighters left --
A. Yes.
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-- at the same time?

Um-hum.

Okay. Did they ask you any questions or tell you anything?
No, no, no. They're not talking to me.

Okay. What happens after you leave?

After I leave, I bring them up and then I was helping with

the cooling.

Q. Okay.
A. Then another batch of firefighters came and I was asked to
bring them down again to the scene. So I was there, I bring them

also there.

Q.
A.

Q.

The same way?
Same way.

Okay. What happens that time? Did deck 10 look the same

when you got there?

A.

SO ——

Yes. It was -- there is smoke, yeah, but, I mean, it's not

I mean, to the point that the access going this escape plan

is full of smoke. 1It's not like that, you know. It's just when

you open the door, it's like -- it's dark with smoke.
Q. Dark and smokey?

A. Um-hum.

Q. Could you see any fire?

A. No. I couldn't see.

Q. Not at that time?

A. Because I was just outside.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

Q. Okay. So how many firefighters went with you the second
time?
A. It's more than two, but I cannot remember the exact count.

Q. Okay. And what happened?
A. They were going inside while they're also preparing the

hoses, you know, the hoses that are already there.

Q. The ship's hoses?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.

A. They went inside.

Q. They went inside? What were you doing at that time?
A. I was just on the door.

At the door?

>0

Yeah. Just helping them, you know, while they were going
inside, while they're taking the equipment, you know, helping them
out, helped them out.

Q. Okay. And how long were you there?

A. Ten minutes. Because I get a call, another call, that -- I'm
not sure if it's the fire chief or somebody with a white uniform
needs to go down --

Q. Okay.

A. -- so I must assist him. He was looking for another way to
go down. So I bring him down. So I went back to deck 12 and I
assist him going down the stairs. I bring him to deck 5 because
that is the closest way, through those stairs. So I bring him to
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deck 5 and show him the way going to deck 3, because deck 5 is

already -- you can see that deck 3 is already --

0. Oh, he wanted to go down, out of the boat?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. And then somebody's going to come up again. I was told that
somebody's going to come up. Another batch of firefighters came

from deck 3, so I escorted them again going back to deck 10.

Q. Okay. And what means did you use to go to deck 3 that time?
A. I'm sorry?
Q. How did you get to deck 3 that time? Was it the same

escape trunk --

A. Yeah, it's the same way. It was like I was taking this guy
from deck 12, use the stairs. When I reach deck 5, there's
another one stair that is already deck 3.

Q. Okay.

A. So another batch of firefighters is coming through the ramp,

through the main ramp, so they went with me.

Q. Okay. So you're taking another batch up to?

A. To the scene.

Q. To the scene. To deck 10 or deck 127?

A. Deck 10.

Q. Deck 10. Okay. What happened when you got there?

A There's a lot of movement stairs. Some people coming out of

deck 10 and some firefighters are talking, you know, and then --
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they were like changing, you know, something, I guess.
Q. Did the firefighters that were going up, was there any

conversation that you had with them?

A. No. Sorry. I don't remember.

0. You don't remember?

A. No, actually they didn't.

Q. No, they didn't talk? Okay. So they didn't ask you to take

you [sic] all the way to deck 12 first and then back down to deck
10? They just wanted to go straight to --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- deck 10? Okay. And who was that order given by, saying
that we just want to go to where the fire is? For the second
batch of firefighters that you were leading up, who told you where
they wanted to go?

A. I was -- before I was -- before I bring down these, chief --

I was told that another bunch of firefighter wants to go on deck

10.

Q. Okay.

A. So I bring them there.

Q. And who were you told by?

A. Chief mate.

0. The chief mate?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So you leave these firefighters on deck 10, then what
happens?
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They were changing, you know. They were talking to each

other, you know, these things.

Q. So after that, what happens?

A. I came up to help with the cooling.

Q. Okay. Help with the cooling.

A. Yeah, and -- yes.

Q. And how long were you doing that?

A. Which one? The cooling?

Q. The cooling, yeah.

A. I was there the whole time.

0. The whole time?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Did you do anything else during that period of time?
A. I was helping the cooling and then suddenly I get a call that
I need to prepare the provision crane, something like this. But I

don't have any idea what this is for, so I just went there.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Okay. Okay. So you prepared the provision crane.
Um-hum.
Okay. What happens next?

So I was there on the provision crane and I was told to wait,

to stand by. And then that's when I learned that we are waiting

for somebody to land, ashore.

Q.

A.

Okay.
So that was --
(Indiscernible) ?
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A. Yeah.

Q. And that was the firefighters that were going ashore?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. After that, what did you do?

A. I was there the whole time because I need to -- I was
assisting the EMS officer. I was assisting him because he was --
he wants to try out the crane, up and down in this, and was -- he

wants to make sure that this stretchers or something with this.

Q. Okay. Was it the ship's stretchers or --

A. No, no. It's from ashore.

Q. Okay. After the evolution with the crane, did you go back to
cooling?

A. No. The EMS officer told me to stand by because maybe they
have to use it again. So then I have the picture that maybe there
is another person that we need to or something like this. Or I --
this is what he told me, so -- but I'm getting the picture now.

Q. Yes. Yeah. Okay. So you're standing by the crane, what's

the next thing you can remember?

A. That another body's coming.

Q. Okay. So after you lower the second one, what happens?

A. So I move the crane and I went back to cooling.

Q. Okay. You went back to cooling. Were you cooling the entire

time or on that cooling team the entire time? Did you ever help
with the trying to get the deck 12 door shut?
A. Yes. Yes, yes, yes. Yes.
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Q. What was the issue there?

A. We tried to close the door but the door is not working.
Q. Do you have any idea why it wasn't working?

A. No.

Q. No? Okay. How are you trying to close the door?

A. By the panel.

Q. By the panel?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Were you at the panel trying to close the door?
A. Yes.

Q. Did you notice any error lights on the panel?

A. Error lights on the panel?

Q. Or any reason why the panel wouldn't work?

A. By that time, as far as I can remember --

Q. You don't remember? So operating that panel, how does it

typically work?

A. Okay. So you put on a key, you switch on the pump.
Q. Okay.

A. So when the pump is on, you just push.

Q. Push?

A. Push the closing and opening button.

Q. Okay. What was happening when you were trying it?
A. Nothing.

Q. Nothing?

A. Nothing.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947

22




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

Q. Okay. Did you notice any lights on the panel or anything-?

A. There's some green and some red.

Q. But nothing out of the ordinary?

A. Nothing concern.

Q. Okay. All right. Were you in the space trying to close -- I

guess you were in the space trying to close the door?

A. Yes.
Q. But were you still in your firefighter ensemble?
A. Yes, I was.
Q. Okay. So what happens after you can't get the door shut?
A. I went out.
Q. You went out?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay. And then what happened?
A. Then I resume with the boundary cooling, you know.
Q. Okay. And how long did you do the boundary cooling?
A. Until the end.
Q. Until they abandon ship?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
LT REED: Now we're at that time to go around the room.
MR. BARNUM: Thank you.
BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. Bart Barnum, NTSB again. Following up right there about the

deck 12 door, were you communicating with the chief engineer while
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you were trying to shut the door?

A. No.

Q. No?

A. No. It was with the captain and the chief mate.

Q. Okay. Had you ever shut that door yourself before?
A. I mean, during the incident or --

Q. I'm sorry. During normal operation prior trips-?

A. Yes.

Q. You shut that door before, you've opened it --

A. Yes.

Q. -— you're familiar with that door?

A. Yes. I was familiar with that door.

Q. Okay. Did you have any —-- had there ever been any other

problems when you were operating it before with that door?

A. No.

Q. No problems? Does that door have an emergency stop?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Can you tell me about that? What is that? How does

that work?

A. Well, it's a button that you press and then, if you need to

release it, you just press and it's out.

Q. Okay. Does that -- where is that button located?
A. It's all of the panels.

Q. So each panel at each door has one of these?

A. Yes.
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Q. For this particular door, where was it located?

A. You mean on deck 127

0. Yes, sir.

A. It's also on the panel.

Q. On the panel with the pump key and everything? Is there

cover on 1it?

A. Yes, it does. Ah, which one?

Q. Deck 12 door emergency stop button?

A. No. When you need to operate the panel --

Q. I'm sorry. The emergency stop button, does that have a

little cover over 1it?

A. As far as, I don't know.

Q. Okay. Have you ever pressed that button before or --
A. No.

Q. No. Okay. So you don't know what would happen if you

pressed 1it?

A. I know.

Q. What happens?

A. It will disable all the -- as far as my knowledge, I

remember, you know, it will disable all the panels.

Q. All of the panels or just deck 127

A. No. I -- all the panels.

Q. So i1if you press that emergency stop on deck 12 panel, you
would not be able to open deck 6 watertight door panel -- or

watertight door?
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A. Uh-uh.
Q. Even -—-
A. As far as I know.

Okay. How do you know that?

b= ©

On the other vessels and some vessels that I came in, it's
like this and most of the time it's not different.

Q. Okay. When you were trying to close the deck 12 door and

you couldn't close it, you said you didn't notice any lights --

A. Yes.

Q. -— there could've been but you didn't notice. Did you try to

twist that emergency stop button?

A. No.

Q. You didn't try?

A. No. I didn't try.

Q. Did you notice if it was depressed? Could you tell?

A. It's too dark.

Q. Too dark?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. How many watertight door panels are there? What I'm

trying to figure out is if someone pressed the emergency stop
button at one of the other doors. How many other stations have
emergency stops?

A. If we're talking about emergency stops, the watertight door
on deck 12, it has emergency stop; the watertight door on deck 6,
it has also. Actually, it's most of the time where the panel is.
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Q. Okay. So I don't know. How many panels are there?
A. I'm sorry, but I cannot -- I don't know how many
(indiscernible) panels we have. Yeah.

Q. Okay. So 102

A. No, it's -- it could be more.

Q. Okay. So watertight -- every watertight door has this panel,
they're all interconnected. Okay. All right.

Okay. Backing up a little bit, when the fire department
arrived and they were coming up to deck 10, coming up to deck 12,
how were they getting there? Was it just that aft stairwell or
were they getting there through other means?

A. I don't know, actually, because I wasn't aware. But the time
that they were going inside -- I only know the one that I came up
with and the one that I escorted coming down, these are the people
that are -- yeah, what happening around, I have no idea.

Q. Okay. When you brought down the fire department personnel in
the white shirt, the chief, you referred to him, and brought up
the new team, did they have any gear with them? What did they

have with them?

A. Yes. Some ax, some crowbars and all.

Q. Did they bring any hoses?

A. No.

Q. When they were talking, did you overhear them talking about

the fire when they were changing out?
A. Sorry, I didn't catch it. I didn't hear anything.

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

Q. You had mentioned -- or I guess it was the chief mate might
have mentioned this -- they were using the vessel's fire hoses

from deck 12, my understanding.

A. Yes.

Q. Was there just one line coming down to deck 10 from deck 127
A. There is a lot of hoses there, but I'm not quite sure how
many. But on the stairs I can see there is some hoses already

lying there, but I don't know how many it is.
Q. Okay. When you were standing at the door and the fire
department went in, were they utilizing a life line or --
A. Life line?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Like a (indiscernible) rope for your
firefighter ensemble like the ships use.

MR. PUA: I didn't -- I don't (indiscernible).

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. Are you familiar with a life 1line? Something that you can

trail behind you as you go in --

A. Yeah, yeah, I know.
Q. -- and you can come back out and follow it?
A. I didn't pay attention. I didn't quite -- I just saw them

going inside and --

Q. Okay. I know this is difficult. I'm sorry. While you were
lowering the personnel down, what was the length of time between
the first individual you lowered and the second individual?

A. Maybe -- an hour maybe, or less, roughly.
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Q. Okay. Longer than 30 minutes but maybe not more than an

hour, that sound --

A. Yeah, something like that.
Q. Okay. So I'm talking about the loading operation and these
pusher vehicles, these pusher cars. Had you seen them having any

issues throughout the load, any problems stalling or smoking or

having to be changed out?

A. You mean -- what are we talking about? During this time
or —-

Q. Yes.

A. -- in general or --

Q. Well, let's talk about this time and then you can say in

general, yeah.

A. Actually, during this time they were having only trouble
stopping it. I mean, like especially in a tight spot. So they
were using this ship's equipment, what we call the bobcat, for

pushing in, something like that. But other than that, no.

Q. So more of an operator opposed to operational? The vehicle
itself, was it -- any of them acting up, they wouldn't work or --
A. Like, you mean --

Q. The pusher vehicles, were they -- were any of them --

A. You mean the pusher or the -- the pusher or the car being

pushed or something like this?
Q. The pusher.
A. The pusher? No.
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0. Okay.

A. No. Only the pusher cars, they were having trouble stopping
it in a tight spot. This is it.

Q. Okay. All right. Have you been involved or have you been on

vessels to this one that have had fires?

A. To my experience, no. Fortunately no.

0 Never had fire? Never had to release the C0O2 to a space?
A. No.

0 Okay.

MR. BARNUM: I might have a couple more. That's all I have
for now. Thank you.

LT REED: Go around.

BY cwo
0. Chief Warrant Officer _ Coast Guard Sector New York
Investigations. Bosun, you mentioned you do have some maintenance
that you are in charge of. Does some of that maintenance include

firefighting equipment?

A. No. Because that is on another -- it's with the officer.

0. I see. Okay.

A. It's not on my list.

Q. Okay. As far as the fire hoses being used at the time of the

fire when you had arrived, could you just describe the hose type
and nozzle that's attached to it, like what type of nozzle and
hose?

A. It's the hose that -- you know, the normal hose that we have
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on board.
Q. Okay. What size is this hose?
A. I'm sorry, but I'm not familiar with this size now, the one

that they have.

0. Are you aware of the length of hose?
A. No also.
0. And the nozzle that is attached to these fire hoses, are

these only one type of setting or do they have variable,

adjustable --
A. No. It has the fog and jet type.
Q. Okay. So when you arrived and the crew was using the fire

hoses to put water to the fire, what method were they using? Was
it the fog? Was it the straight stream?

A. When I was there, one was fog and one was semi-fog.

Q. And from what you recall, were they attempting a direct type
of application of water or were you doing perhaps indirect means?
A. One was protecting the other one, you know, because they had
two. So they were facing on the car that is on fire by that time.
So they were using semi-fog on that place.

Q. I see. And then the others were -- the other hose was
directed more --

A. It's facing, but it's not -- they are facing, both of them,
like this on the car. Because the fire is on the left side of the
ramp. So they were on the ramp and the fire --

Q. An angle, sort of, you're saying?
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A. I'm sorry?

Q. Like at an angle?

A. Yes.

Q. Oh, okay. And then it was mentioned that the hose were left

in the space as personnel evacuated. Were the positions of those
hoses, like the fog and the semi-fog like you said, were they

remained in that same position on the nozzle?

A. You mean on deck --

Q. On the deck 10 where the fire.

A. When I first came there and --

0. And then evacuated --

A It was left there, but I don't remember what is the setting
already. It was on the setting that we used, so we just let it
there.

Q. I see. And then in regards to your firefighting ensembles

that an operator would use, could you describe the suits that you

have on board that are used?

A. Describe how?
Q. Could you describe perhaps maybe the material, the color?
A. The color was red. The color was red. The suit was new.

And that's basically it.

Q. I see now. And do these suits include firefighter helmets
and --

A. Yes.

Q. -— boots?
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A. Yes. It includes.
Q. Okay. And all the equipment was uniform and the same? There
was no different style suit to another suit, like they were all
the same type of suits throughout what was -- what is on board?
A. To my knowledge, yes. Yeah.

cwo B 211 right. That's all the questions I have.
Thank you, Bosun.

BY SA PLESNIAK:
Q. I'd like to take you back -- I'm sorry, Mike Plesniak. I'm
with ATF. So our focus is more on the start of the fire, the
origin of the fire. So I want to take you back to when you first

heard about the fire.

A. Um-hum.

0. You said you were on deck 11, correct?

A. No. I was on the crane.

Q. Okay. And then so -- because I thought you said you went

from deck 11 down to deck 10; is that --

A. I was on the crane when I heard the fire —-

Q. Oh, okay.

A. I was on the crane, and then we ran towards to deck 11

because that's where the suit is.

Q. Okay.

A. And then went back to (indiscernible).

Q. About how much time passed from the time that you were in the
crane to the time that you were -- could see the fire?
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A. You mean at the scene?

Q. Yeah.

A. So I would say 5, probably more -- let's say roughly 10, 10
minutes.

Q. Ten minutes? Okay. And how did you get from the suits to

the fire?
A. How you mean?
Q. Like did you -- how did you get from where you got your gear

on when you went to the fire? Did you go up the ramp, take the

stairs --
A. Through the stairs.
Q. Through the same stairwell that you were using the other

time? And when you first saw the fire, how big was it when you
first saw it?
A. Actually, I cannot see the fire. There was a lot of smoke

already by that time on --

Q. What did the smoke look like to you?
A. It's a black smoke, thick smoke.

Q. Thick black smoke?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you couldn't see flames?

A. Yes, I cannot see flames.

Q. Would you say the smoke that you saw -- the area of smoke
that you saw, would you say it was about the size of that car?
Was it bigger than that?
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A. It's already bigger than that.

Q. Already bigger than that? How far away were you from the
smoke?

A. When I --

Q. When you first --

A. -- actually I walk a couple meters into the smoke because I

have the suit.

Q. Okay. Do you have a breathing apparatus on?
A. Yes, I have a breathing apparatus.
Q. You have a breathing apparatus. And you were -- SO you were

within a couple meters?

A. Yeah.

Q. When you were fighting the fire?

A. Yes.

Q. I want to take you back now to when you first brought the

firefighters down the first time. And you said they opened the

door, they scanned, and then you left.

A. No, we left.

Q. Yeah, you left, all three of you left?

A. Yeah.

Q. Did you leave the door open when you left or did you seal

that back up?

A. No. It was closed.
Q. You closed it back up before you left? And then when you
were —-- after that when you brought who you called the chief down
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and you come back up, was the door open while the firefighters are
in there or did that door get closed again when --
A. Because they were doing some activities, you know, they were

there the whole time.

Q. So the door was open the whole time they were in there?
A. Yeah.
Q. Do you know where -- did any of the firefighters who went to

the 10th floor, to the 10th deck, did any of the firefighters not
have a breathing apparatus on or were they all wearing breathing
apparatus?

A. When they were about to come up the stairs, they're not

wearing the --

Q. The mask?

A. -- the mask, yeah. But when they go inside, yes, they put it
on.

0. Everyone had it on when they went in?

SA PLESNIAK: That's all I have. Thank you.

LT REED: Go around.

BY MR. ABRAHAM:
Q. Mike Abraham with ATF, forensic engineer, Jjust a couple more
questions. When you traveled from the crane up to the 11th floor
firefighting station to get suited up and then back down to the
fire scene, was all the shipboard lighting and everything working
on -- around that time? Was there any area where things were out
or anything?
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A. There are some lights open. To my guess, it's emergency
lights. But on the scene, on deck 10, there is no lights on.
Q. So no lights on at the scene, and you think emergency

lighting otherwise you saw on the way? The hydraulic control

panel for weather-tight door 12, on deck 12, the location of that
panel, how would you describe that either relative to the base of
the ramp at 11 or at the top of the door where it's at 12? Like

where is it located?

A. It's maybe 2, 3 meters roughly from the deck 12 going inside
deck 11.

Q. So at the top of 12 going down to 117

A. Yeah. It's just above the ramp.

Q. So at the top of the ramp about 3 meters in?

A. Maybe 2 meters max.

Q. Can you reach it from the ramp or do you have to be standing

on deck 11 to reach it?

A. You need to go inside.
Q. You have to be on deck 11 to reach it then?
A. Not so far. I mean, you have to walk inside the smoke.

MR. ABRAHAM: That's all I have.

BY LT REED:
Q. Was there a second fire team, a ship's fire team being used?
A. Yes.
Q. And what was --
A. Ship's, sir?
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Q. Yeah, the ship's fire team.
A. They were boundary cooling.
Q. They were boundary cooling?
A. Yeah.
Q. Who was suited up?
A. It's a fitter.
Q. One of the fitters, lead fitters were suited up?
A. Yeah. Because we had a second team.
Q. And they never went inside the space? Or never went on air?
A. I mean -- sorry?
Q. Did they ever go inside the space?
A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Okay.
LT REED: Okay. All right.
MR. ABRAHAM: Oh, I have one more question. Sorry. I
forgot.

You mentioned the bobcat was being used to assist with
positioning the push car. What is exactly is that? Is a bobcat
like a piece of heavy equipment or what was the bobcat?

MR. PUA: 1It's has a -- it has four wheels, you know, that
meant for pushing and pulling, something like this.

MR. ABRAHAM: Okay.

BY MR. FRIEDMAN:

Q. Adam Friedman, fire protection engineer at ATF. Can you give
me a sense of just how full deck 10 was of cars at the time?
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A. I really don't know because when I -- the last time I was
there it's about 70 percent full.

Q. About 70 percent?

A. Yeah, (indiscernible), but when I was in the crane they were
still loading.

Q. Okay. And about how close were adjacent cars around the

vehicle that caught fire?

A. I'm sorry. I --

Q. Oh, you don't know?

A. No, I wasn't there.

Q. Okay. You weren't there for that.

MR. FRIEDMAN: Okay. That's all I have. Thank you.
LT REED: Do you have any questions?
BY MR. FRIEDMAN:
Q. Sorry, one more. You said the last time you were there

aboard the crane, I guess when was that, when it was 70 percent

full?
A. About an hour.
Q. Okay.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: So they're actively loading cars for
an hour after you left?

MR. PUA: Yeah, but it's -- by that time, they were loading
non-moving vehicle. So I think --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It takes longer.

MR. PUA: Takes longer, longer than usual. Because all of
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the remaining cargoes that they're loading there is the one that
they push.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Gotcha.

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. I'm Detective Padin. I'm with the Newark Arson Unit. I may
be repeating some information that you already provided, but I'll
do my best to just try to go in chronological order.

The very first time that you were notified of the fire, did
you see or hear anything before you were notified?
A. Like?
Q. Did you hear a different kind of noise? Did you see smoke?
Did you see anything before somebody told you that there was fire?

Did you know?

A. No.
Q. No?
A. No. Because inside the crane -- the crane is closed. The

sight from there is very limited. You only have one window or
something like that, and we are (indiscernible). So the only
thing that will notify us the alarm and this call that we heard

from the chief mate.

Q. And that's the first time that you --
A. Yeah.
0. -- were aware? And once you were aware, did he instruct --

the chief mate instruct you to do anything?
A. We had the fire, so we need to prepare ourselves because we
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are the first team that should be there. So we already -- it's a

protocol, I mean --

Q. Okay.
A. Right.
LT REED: Sorry to interrupt. Detective Padin came in a

little late, so he might be repeating some stuff, but please
explain as best you can even if you are repeating yourself.

MR. PAU: Yeah, yeah. 1It's like this: So when we heard the
alarm, we immediately went to deck 11 to take the suit. And then
we went back, going to deck 10 fire access.

BY DET. PADIN:

Q. So when you went -- okay, so you went to deck 11, you donned
on --

A. Yes.

Q. -- firefighter gear and you went to deck 107

A. Yes.

Q. And at that time what did you do when you got to deck 107

A I take over from these two guys that are already fighting the
fire because they have no suits. So --

Q. So two of your crew mates --

A. Yes.

Q. -—- were already operating the hose?

A. Yes, the hoses.

0. Do you know where that hose was connected to, what level,

what deck, that hose that they were using was connected to, to
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supply water?

A. Yeah. 1It's connected closest to deck 10. Because on the
ramp we have a lot of fire hydrants there, so it's there on the
ramp.

Q. On deck 10? Okay. And once you took over from the two other
personnel, you began to --

A. Yeah. I try to move close to the -- as much as I could. But
it's too -- it's really hard. The place was already smoke. So I
try to lob into where the fire is as much as I could, but it's
really hard, you know. So I just put the water there.

Q. Approximately how close is the doorway on deck 10 to where

the vehicle that was on fire (indiscernible)?

A. The doorway, you mean doorway that has been accessed by
the -- which doorway, sir?
Q. The one on deck 10.

LT REED: The ladder well.

MR. PAU: The ladder well?

LT REED: In the aft 10. Yes.

MR. PAU: Okay. Maybe about 20 meters, I guess, roughly,
plus/minus.

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. Okay. And once you were unsuccessful extinguishing the fire,
it got too dark, a lot of smoke, what did you do then?
A. I was pulled back by the chief mate because he says that we
are going to prepare for the release of the CO2.
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Q. Okay. And at that point when you pulled back, what deck

level did you go to then?

A. We started closing the doors and we went to deck 3.

Q. So you went down to deck 37

A. Down to deck 3, to the ramp.

Q. Okay. Who did you meet there? Who was there?

A The AB on watch, the driver was there, and these -- officer

and chief mate, as well as I can remember.

Q. Okay. There were no fire department --
A. No. At that time no.
0. When was the first time you spoke to a fireman as far as deck

level, the first time someone from the fire department spoke to

you?

A. It's when we were already on deck 12.

Q. When you were already on deck 127

A. Yeah. I was told that the fire department was already there

and they were talking to the chief officer. And I was told to

escort them to the scene where is -- to bring them to the scene.
Q. So you were on deck 12 --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and you met them deck 12, firemen with suits on or a

fireman with a shirt, a white shirt?

A. Firemen with a suit, with the suits. Two firemen with a
suit, I remember.

Q. Two firemen with a suit. Then you began to make your way
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down --

A. To deck 10.

Q. -- to deck 10. Did they have their own hose?

A. By that time, no. No. Because they only have this

crowbar -- I don't know what they call this. 1It's a crowbar or a

tool. They have their own tool, something like that. And they

just went inside, not too far. They just scan. They use this --
stand like this, and they went back. And they were -- I overheard
them. They were asking for more tanks.

0. More air tanks?

A. Yeah.

Q. Did any of those two when you went down, grab that hose, the

fire suppression hose that you were using earlier?
A. No. 1It's on the other side.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You guys were fighting the fire from
the ramp side. The fire department came in from the --

MR. PAU: Yes.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: -- opposite side.

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. I see. Okay. Okay. Did you tell anyone from the fire
department that there was nobody in that area, in the area where
the fire was?
A. I'm sorry?
Q. Did you tell any of the fire department or did they ask you
if there were people in deck 107?
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A. You mean the first time?

Q. The first time -- at any point, at any time interacting with
them?

A. No. Because they weren't talking to me. I was just, I was

just doing what I was told. I was just following the order of the
chief mate to escort them down and to show where is the -- where
they can go especially on deck 10. So I just do this.

Q. Okay. At any point did you see them operate the hose line,
any hose line?

A. I didn't see. Yeah, only on the -- on my way back, when I
brought back the second time, when I was asked to bring this man
with a uniform down. So I went down. When I came up, when I was

escorting this new squad going up, then I saw the hoses there.

Q. Okay. You saw hoses on deck 127

A. On the stairs, actually, from deck going to the scene.

Q. Do you remember if they were full or they were still flat?
A. Sorry, but --

Q. That's okay.

DET. PADIN: That's all I have.
BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. One follow-up. After you shut the doors and were on deck 3,

who did you go up to deck 12 with?

A. Everybody.
0. The chief mate --
A. Yeah.
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Q. -— everybody was there? Did any of the crew stay?

A. Yes.

Q. Who stayed?

A I don't know what is the time, but by that time it's supposed

to be the AB on watch.
Q. Okay. When you were on deck 12, how did the fire department,

the initial firemen, how did they get to you on deck 127

A. That I don't know.

Q. They Jjust appeared?

A. Because I was cooling the, I was cooling the --

Q. Boundary cooling?

A Boundary cooling by that time and I just saw them pop up on
the -- near the chief mate.

Q. To your knowledge, do you know if anyone from the crew

escorted them up to deck 127

A. For sure.

Q. For sure some of -- one of the crew escorted them up?

A. For sure. For sure.

Q. Okay.

A For sure. There was —-- they wouldn't be going up if they're
unescorted.

Q. Okay. Thank you. One last question. Did you recognize --

any of the two men that you lowered down, did you recognize those
two men from previous encounters with fire department personnel?
A. I'm sorry. No, I didn't recognize.
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Q. You didn't recognize. Okay.
A. Because by that time everything was so fast, you know, so I
don't have the time to --
Q. Yes.
A. -— picture how -- especially they were wearing the gear, you
know, so --

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. Detective Padin with the Arson Unit again. They did not have
masks on yet?
A. Yes. But they are complete with the hat and everything.
Q. A hat. Can you describe possibly how tall -- were they
taller than you or shorter than you?
A. They were -- one was taller than me, I guess.
Q. One was taller than you?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: The recon unit? Are you talking about
the initial -- which two --

BY DET. PADIN:

0. The initial, the very first two.

A. Yeah, one was maybe the same height with me or maybe taller
than me.

Q. Okay. And the one that carried the pole, was he light-

skinned like me or dark-skinned, that you recall?

A. Yeah, I think so. Yeah.
Q. The one that was carrying the long pole?
A. Yeah, yeah.
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Q. Okay. Thank you.

BY LT REED:
Q. Just to follow up with that -- it also wasn't clear for me.
Was he light-skinned or dark-skinned if you recall?
A. I am sorry, but he was -- each of the people that I saw,
there was one was light-skinned and one was dark-skinned.
Q. Okay. Okay. Do you remember who the AB on the gangway watch
was, or security watch? If not, I can find it, but I just
wondered if you know off the top of your head.
A. Sorry, but by that time I didn't remember. For sure it is

manned. One usually stay there.

Q. Yes.
A. But I don't know what time is already, you know, because they
change all the time. So during this time I don't even know who is

already there.
Q. Okay.

LT REED: Does anybody have any last questions?

BY cwo [
Q. Just (indiscernible). Bosun, as far as emergency lighting —-
and I know you had mentioned it being very dark with the smoke.
As far as emergency lighting placed along the deck areas, do you
recall any type of emergency lighting by the stairway doors? Do
you recall any of the placement of like emergency lighting? Like
if the emergency generator was to come on, are there lights that
provide illumination?
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A. Yes. There is light that provides illumination when the
emergency generator is on.

Q. And you have seen that with just the emergency lighting on?
Have you seen that before?

A. Yes.

Q. And is that lighting adequate, in your opinion, to find your
way out of the deck?

A. Yes. Yes.

0. And based on what you've seen with the smoke, would that
smoke have inhibited that illumination in the space?

A. Because on my way to deck 10, on the first time that I went
there, I can find my way going to deck 10, but on deck 10 you
cannot see anything anymore. Because the smoke is so heavy, that
much, it's clouded by the smoke.

Q. I see. And then in regards to the lighting within the

stairwell, was that adequate --

A. It's all on.
Q. It was on?
A. Yeah.

cwo [ ©kay- That's all I have.

LT REED: Any last questions?

BY DET. PADIN:
Q. Just one more question. I have a photograph of a fireman, if
I can show you? It resembles the person that -- just for the
record, this is firefighter Brooks. Did he look like this, do you
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A. Could be.
0. Could?
A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. Could be. Okay. Thank you.

LT REED: Anything further around the room?

Okay. Bosun, I really thank you for your time and your
patience with us, and you sharing us your story. We're going to
conclude the interview. The time is now 1603.

(Whereupon, at 4:03 p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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