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INTERVIETW

(11:35 a.m.)

LT REED: It is July 26 at 11:35, and we are here conducting
an interview of Newark Fire Department personnel. Could you go
ahead, sir, and please state your full name and spell your last
name?

MR. REILLY: Firefighter Paul Reilly, R-E-I-L-L-Y.

LT REED: Okay, and you’re employed by?

MR. REILLY: ©Newark Fire Department, New Jersey.

LT REED: And your official position?

MR. REILLY: Firefighter.

LT REED: Okay, with?

MR. REILLY: Newark, New Jersey.

LT REED: Company?

MR. REILLY: Oh, Engine 16.

LT REED: So, with Engine 167

MR. REILLY: Yes.

LT REED: Okay. All right. All right. And with you today
are your representatives. Would you like to --

MR. REILLY: Yes.

MR. GIUNTA: Firefighter Michael Giunta, G-I-U-N-T-A. I'm
the president of Newark Firefighters Union.

MS. RIVERS: And Corinne Rivers, R-I-V-E-R-S. I'm a city
attorney here for Firefighter Paul Reilly.

LT REED: And you consent to having --
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MR. REILLY: Yes.

LT REED: -- both these representatives here during the
interview?

MR. REILLY: Yes.

LT REED: Okay. All right, sir.

MS. RIVERS: Be sure you let him finish a --

MR. REILLY: Oh.

MS. RIVERS: -- qgquestion first.

MR. REILLY: Sorry about that.

MS. RIVERS: No worries.

MR. REILLY: My fault.

LT REED: And we’ll go ahead, and go around, and do the
introductions, so --

MR. ZIESER: Captain Walt Zieser, Division of Fire Safety,
Z-I-E-S-E-R.

MR. LALLO: Good morning. Greg Lallo from Compliance Office
of PEOSH Safety, spelled L-A-L-L-0O.

MR. KESELICA: Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office. Last name’s spelled K-E-S-E-L-I-C-A.

MR. RICHARDSON: Mike Richardson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-0-N. I'm
firefighter fatality investigator with NIOSH.

MS. RIOS: Detective Phyllis Rios, R-I-0-5, with the Port
Authority Police.

MR. PALERMO: Detective Sergeant Fabio Palermo with Port
Authority Police, P-A-L-E-R-M-O.
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LT REED: Okay. So, what we’ll do is, we’ll just have you
once again run through the incident to the best of your recall in
terms of what took place. If we need to, we can take some breaks
in there. Then, what we’ll do is just, if anyone has any follow-
up gquestions, we’ll just go from there.

INTERVIEW OF PAUL REILLY

BY LT REED:

Q. So, once again, if you could just tell us, dispatch,

responding, what you observed when you were initially on scene;

and then, your initial action. So --
A. Upon the initial receipt of the alarm, we entered the vehicle
in the fire with Engine Company 16 and made our way to -- what was

the alarm? It was Corbin and --

Q. Marsh?

A. —-— Corbin and Marsh, for a shipboard fire.

Q. Okay.

A. Upon -- excuse me. Upon going down to the -- responding,

responding to the incident, everybody started to don masks up with
their full PPE on.

Q. Okay.

A. As we were going to the scene, I asked Firefighter Acabou to
the left side, if you see any smoke line, you know, ship four
fire? I said, oh, yeah. Whenever you see smoke line, you know --
Q. Okay.

A. Yeah. Didn’t see a smoke line.
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Q. Okay.

>

Upon, well, not responding, but getting to the incident --
Q. Yep.
A -— on scene, we started firefighter operations. We hooked up
to a hydrant and started running supply lines to the engine in
front of us to relay water to the ship.

Q. Okay. And you --

A. Yeah. We hooked up from Engine 16 to Engine 5.

Q. Okay.

A. We were in full PPE.

Q. Okay.

A On at one, conserving our air. And the captain had ordered

us to report to the command post --

Q. Okay.

A. -- which was, I would say, to the stern of the ship.
Q. So, there was the ramp that they were driving the vehicles
up, soO --

A. Yes.

Q. -- were you kind of at the top of that ramp?

A. Can I use this?

Q. Yes.

A. Okay.

Q. There’'s --

A. We ran supplies here along. We had the hydrants.

Q. Okay.
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A.

We hooked up to Engine 5 here; then, we walked -- the stern

of the ship is here, with the ramp going down. We reported here

to the command post.

Q.

A.

Okay.

I got familiar with the ship. I looked up, I looked down, I

looked left, I looked right. I found a little bit of, well, I

should say ship (indiscernible).

Q. Okay.

A. I noticed a Portuguese flag, which I said to (indiscernible),
oh, a Portuguese flag.

Q. Okay.

A. You’re ship’s on -- turned out to be an Italian flag. I was
wrong.

Q. Okay.

A. I looked up. I saw just gray smoke line. That’s it.

Q. Okay.

A. Nothing -- and we were on scene, still reporting at the
command post for an amount of time. I don’t know, for the amount

of time we were there, just --

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Okay.
-- standing by, I should say. Standing by.
Okay.

My understanding is that there were two companies already on

the top deck --

Q.

Okay.
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Q.

A.

-- and that their report of vehicles on fire, top

Okay.
And we were standing by. I don’t know the amount
there. I’'d say five minutes, five to 10 --

That’s fine.
-- in that range. I don’'t --
Okay.

Again, I didn’t see conditions. There was still,

smoke.

Q.

A.

Okay.

deck.

of time we

still gray

Then, there was a report of us from our incident commander,

deputy chief, to bring tanks to the top deck --

Q.

A.
deck,
Q.

A.
were
Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A

Okay.

-— for -- there was fire of -- cars were on fire on the top

to bring tanks up --

Okay.

-- to reinforce the companies that were up there and that

fighting --

Okay.

-— the top-deck car fires.

Okay.

Brought two tanks with me. Had two tanks.

Okay.

I responded with my captain and firefighter Acabou to the

topside deck. So, what happened, we entered the ship,

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947

I would




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

say, the starboard side, right side, decks. We walked up. I'm

saying seven decks. You know, one -- you know, every one’s say
one --

Q. Okay.

A. -- and two, and three.

Q. Yep.

A. Yeah, like one --

Q. Yep.

A. -- and two.

0. All right. Yeah.

A. I say seven decks. I check bulkhead doors from

familiarization I’'ve had with --

Q. Okay.

A. I didn’t see any crew. Check bulkhead doors. I didn’t check
stair pipe until I got to the top.

Q. Okay.

A. Got to the top. I'm sorry, topside deck. Opened up the
bulkhead door. Heavy heat and smoke from middeck to the stern
with cars on.

Q. Okay.

A. And also, crew members on top of the cars, on top of the

cars, middeck, with hand lines spraying it towards the stern, I'm

saying, where we were. Towards --
Q. Okay.
A. -—- the stern. The crew members. Not our crew; the ship’s
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Okay.

Oh, I'm sorry.

No, I'm —--

I'm sorry. Here, I'm sorry. Smoke was —--
You were -—--

I'm standing --

-— on deck 117

-— off the one right in here.

Are you on the open deck or in a closed deck?
On the open deck, weather deck.

So, you were -—--

All the way on top.

-— up to the weather deck?

All the way on top. Weather deck.

That would be deck 12, 12.

Deck 12, yes.

Yep.

I'm sorry. Sorry about that.

No, it’s fine. All right.

I counted seven decks up like this, you know, one --
Yeah.

-- two, you know, something like that. I'm saying I entered,

I think, in here --

You would have --
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A. -- this way.
0. -— come out of the stairs on stairs on deck 11; and then,

there would have been another set of stairs --

A. Yes.

Q. -- that took you up to --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- deck 12.

A. And I'm saying, middeck, now, from here back was cars, and —--

let’s see.

Q. (Indiscernible) for you.

A. There you go.

Q So —-

A. Okay.

Q. So, this is looking back towards the rear of the ship, so you

would have come up over here?

A. Yes. Here.

Q. Yeah.

A. Here.

Q. Yeah.

A. Middeck. These guys -- now, the cars were about 24 to

36 inches strapped, about like this.

Q. Okay.

A. So, we got across from starboard to port to get --
Q. Right.

A. -- to this side.
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Q. Correct. And so, the cars you saw on fire were --
A. Yeah, they were from here back. So, I had heavy heat and

smoke from here back --

Q. Got you.

A. -- blowing in that direction.

Q. Okay.

A. And -- right. We were -- right. Then, I had guys on -- the

ship crew was on top of the cars with their own hand lines --

Q. Okay.

A. -- blowing and hitting the hot spots, if you will.

Q. Sure. Do you mind if I back you up one second?

A. Go ahead.

Q. When you were checking all the doors going up, did you see

any other fire or smoke on --

A. Yeah. No, I didn’t.

Q. -—- any other decks?

A. No. I didn’'t see.

Q. Okay.

A. I didn’t. They were secure.

Q. Okay. Okay. All right. Okay.

A. Heavy heat and smoke back, guys on top of the cars blowing.
So, then, what happens is, I have the two tanks. So, sort of like

a football maneuver, you’re doing that quick step over the
straps --
Q. Okay.
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A. -—- across to the port side, I would --
Q. Okay.
A. -- say, my left. Port side. And condition is, by the

minute, worsening, worsening, worsening.

Q. Okay.

A. It went from gray to black smoke.

Q. Okay.

A. And you were banked down. I’'m sorry. Then, I reported to

this post right here --
Q. Okay.
A. -— the bulkhead door, the topside bulkhead door, weather deck

bulkhead door.

Q. Going down --

A. With --

Q. -— the stairs?

A. -- with the crew.

Q. Okay.

A We had tanks. I had two tanks. ©Now, it was heavy smoke, so

you had to kneel down, stay down, because the smoke would just

bank you down.

Q. Okay.
A. I don’t know what else to say. And they were blowing heavy
smoke -- I’'m sorry. The hand lines were --

Q. Right, fighting --
A. -- just --
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Q. -- the fire on the top deck. Okay.

A. Okay. At the command post, I saw a topside battalion chief
and Chief Cubco (ph.).

Q. Okay.

A. And my crew were topside. My captain had given me an
instruction to stay topside at this door, the bulkhead door, the

topside bulkhead door, to assess conditions on what’s happening

topside.
Q. Okay.
A. Because we had -- I didn’'t see fire, but I saw heavy smoke

topside. And then, I don’t know what was happening below deck.

didn’t - - I --
Q. Okay.
A. -— I can’t.

Q. All right.

A. I was top deck here, topside deck. And then, in the
staircase, we had guys. My crew was inside the staircase. And
everybody was banked down, you know, staying low, because of the
heavy smoke.

Q. Okay.

A. And again, conditions worsening and worsening. There was a
line stretched to the bulkhead door at the 10th floor. That’s
why. So, bulkhead door.

Q. Okay.

A. But there was a chief controlling the bulkhead door at that
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door.

Q. Okay.

A. Conditions, again, worsening, worsening.

Q. Okay.

A. With my crew, I was (indiscernible). Then, guys were out of

air, so I'm giving tanks --
Q. Okay.
A. -— to the guys that needed air, because -- all the visibility

of my crew, which is in the staircase, in the --

Q. Right.

A. -- staircase of that bulkhead.

Q. Okay.

A. I'm sorry, that stairway.

Q. Sure.

A All tanks were given out. I had one tank left, my own. I

noticed that the crew had disbanded on the spraying of the cars.
Q. Okay. Yeah.

A. Tried to grab a line to support the other line that was
stretched in the -- but I was unsuccessful. The lines were just

too matted through --

Q. Okay.
A. -- through the --
Q. Okay. How much fire would you say, at that time, was still

on the top deck? Was there any, or --
A. Heavy smoke and heat.
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Q. Okay.

A. I don’t know when it happened. It seemed like -- I don’t
know when this happened, but it seemed like the ventilation was
pumping smoke and heat up through the vents, and it banked down,

and it was blowing that way.

Q. Yeah.

A. Like, sort of was a ventilation something in here.

Q. Okay.

A. It’s like -- and then, you hear the alarms going. Haa, haa,

haa. You know, the distress alarms. And then, you would hear

something kick in. Now, I’'m not -- and that would just kick that
smoke up --

Q. Okay.

A. -- and heat and smoke, and just bank you down. So, you’ve
got to --

Q. Okay.

A. I'm taking sporadic -- the chief said, conserve air. I'm
taking sporadic hits off my tank, you know, just to -- there was

crew to the stern to get fresh air --

Q. Okay.

A. -— from on the railing system.

Q. Okay.

A. And you had those two choices, either, you know, or --
Q. Right.

A. -—- try to get --
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0. (Indiscernible) .

A. Yeah.

Q. Right. Okay.

A. Again, full visibility of, I was, you know, standing there,
full visibility of the stairway.

Q. Okay.

A. And the chief, the one chief was saying -- once, he said to
clear the staircase. Again, conditions getting worse and worse.
So, you’re banked down, and you can’t see. You’re just looking

through to see --

Q. Okay. Now, was it that bad in the stairwell, too?
A. It started to get, yes. It started to -- I don’t know if he
was —-—- I don’t know what he was doing. He was controlling the

bulkhead door.
Q. Okay. Okay. So, Jjust to confirm, we have Cubco, who was up

on the top tech --

A. Top deck.

0. -— up on 12; and then, we have another chief that’s down --
A. A chief was controlling the bulkhead door at level 10.

Q. Okay. Okay.

A. Conserve air.

Q. Okay.

A. I was -- I didn’t -- as far as what was happening on that, at

the bulkhead door, I'm still low, staying low, keeping a
distance -- I mean, keeping the visibility of my crew.
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Q. So, at this point, they’re still on the stairs?
A. Still on the stairs. Then --
Q. Okay.
A. -—- tanks are out, given. There was -- I can’t, I'm not --
should I -- I don’t know. Can I take a break for a second?
LT REED: Yeah.
MS. RIVERS: Do you want to go out?
MR. REILLY: Yeah. Can I?
LT REED: Yeah. Yeah. That’s fine.
MR. REILLY: Yeah.
LT REED: Yeah.
(Off the record.)
(On the record at 11:55 a.m.)
LT REED: Okay, we’re resuming the interview at 11:55, and we
were out for approximately one to two minutes or so, okay?
BY LT REED:
Q. So —-
A. I saw operations at the 10th floor bulkhead door. I'm

looking. That’s all I saw at that --

Q.

A.

>0

Okay.

-- at that time.

Okay.

Entry, I didn’t see.

Okay.

And my captain never indicated, you know, there’s going to be
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entry. We were still in the staircase.
Q. Yes. Okay.
A. And like he said before, he had indicated he wanted me to

stay topside --

Q. Okay.

A. -—- for the support of air, then whatever topside fires were
happening.

Q. Right. Okay. Just looking over the sheets. This came from
(indiscernible) .

A. (Indiscernible). Again, the battalion chief at the bulkhead
door cleared the stairs. If there was anybody, if -- I don’t

know. Maybe I shouldn’t say.
MS. RIVERS: If you don’t know, then just --

MR. REILLY: I don’t know who was --

BY LT REED:
Q. Sure. Okay.
A. And so, I didn’t know. I don’t know who was --
0. Right. That’s fine. Yep.
A Still taking air, monitoring the topside fires. Then, it had
a call for -- I didn’t hear any maydays or anything like that. I

didn’t hear anything.

Q. Okay.

A. I heard a man down. There’s someone stuck more in there.
Q. Okay.

A. There’s -- I mean, not stuck, but --
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Q. Were you hearing any other radio traffic up to this point, or
no-?

A. No. It was —--

Q. So, you really weren’t hearing the radio traffic?

A. I don’t think so. I heard on the radio about -- I didn’t
hear mayday. I heard trying to find location for firefighters

Acabou and Brooksie.

Q. Okay.

A. And I didn’t know Brooksie was in there.

Q. Okay.

A. (Indiscernible).

Q. Okay. So, you didn’t hear the mayday, but you did pick up on
A. I did pick up.

Q. -- on some of the traffic?

A. And I went, oh, man. Then, I made my way down.

Q. Okay.

A. Okay? I don’t know when that -- they said they found two
firefighters, but I don’t know when that came out. That was --

might have been down --

Q. Okay.

A. Made my way down. Now, what happened is, anybody that still
had air, we started sort of like a relay system.

Q. Okay.

A. I went down to that bulkhead door. And Captain got out. I
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didn’t see the other firefighter.
Q. Okay.
A. But then, there was something about, on the radio, about

two firefighters were located. I think it was Soto (ph.) and

(indiscernible) .

Q. Okay.

A. When that came on, I don’t know.

Q. Okay.

A. Then, there was match-ups of different companies that still
had air --

Q. Okay.

A. -- that started a relay system to search.

Q. Okay.

A. Entered in. Did a search from the line, keeping my shoulder
to the --

Q. Who’d you go in with?

A. I don't —--

Q. You don’t know?

A. There was just guys. Anybody that was -- anybody still have
air

Q. Okay. Okay.

A. Two in, two out.

Q. Sure. Okay.

A. Guys were matching up that still had air, because at the
time, we had -- I don’t know how many tanks left. Everybody up
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there was (indiscernible).

Q. Right. Okay.

A. So -- oh, plus, the exhaust system, it felt like every so
often, every so many minutes, would just kick back heat and smoke

through the ventilation, sort of like the --

Q. Okay. So, that’s deck 10 there, so you would have come in
this door right here, so -- so, i1f you want to --

A. This is the line going to the --

Q. Yes.

A. Got you.

Q. Right.

A. There was heavy heat and smoke, heavy heat coming out of
deck 10 --

Q. Okay.

A. -- tenth deck.

Q. Okay.

A. We kept -- and then, there was, the cars were, you know,
strapped in, you know, almost to the, you know -- a quick search

from here kept keeping our shoulders to the line, to the --

Q. Okay.

A. Unsuccessful. Made our way back.

Q. Okay. Approximately how long you searched?

A. The air I had left, about five minutes, five.

Q. Okay. So, yeah. O0Okay. And at any time during that, did you

hear a PASS device going off?
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I didn’t hear anything PASS.

Okay. Okay. And
in the area where
Smoke.

Just smoke?
Heat and smoke.
Okay. Okay.

Made our way back

Okay.

Okay.

I didn’t hear

at any time, did you

you were at?

Okay.

topside.

24

(indiscernible) .

see active visible

But now,

the whole deck was involved in heavy smoke.

It

banked you down.
Q. Okay. Okay.
A. Contacted -- I came in contact with my captain.

by the bulkhead door.

He was right

Q. Okay.

A. Made my way over to the one, the starboard side railing, to
just get some air.

Q. Get some air? Okay. When you met with your captain, did you
all have a conversation, or talk, or say anything, or --

A. No. It was Jjust like what happened, you know, location.

Where’s Augie? Is he still in there? You know,

conversation.
0. Okay. So, at that point,
missing?
A. Yes, yes —--
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Q. Okay.

>

-- yes.
Q. All right.

A Then, he said, Brooksie’s in there. I didn’t know Brooksie
was in there.

Q. Okay.

A. But then, they also said that two firefighters were found,
were located.

Q. Okay. Okay. All right.

A. But then, like you say, (indiscernible) you’re banked down in
the heat and the smoke. You’re trying to get air. Then, they
sent reinforcements up, guys with air, with tanks.

Q. Okay.

A. I supported those crews going in, and again, they were

relaying in doing --

Q. Right.

A. -- doing the search.

Q. Okay.

A. They brought up a search rope. EMS was on top.

Q. Okay.

A Was ordered up top. EMS, Stokes basket, (indiscernible).

Radio call said that they had located a firefighter, and he was
pinned in in the straps.

Q. Okay. Okay.

A. Again, I didn’t -- well, I did -- again, they were doing

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC.
Court Reporting Transcription
D.C. Area 301-261-1902
Balt. & Annap. 410-974-0947




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

relays going down with guys that had air. Just --

Q. Right.

A. -- you know, bring up tanks, bring up tanks, air, you know.
They located -- they didn’t know what firefighter they located. I
know he was pinned down to bring up. (Indiscernible) .

Q. Okay.

A. That was over radio.

Q. Okay.

A. Again, we had -- I had no air, so we were all banked up until

tanks were brought up by the reinforced teams to get tanks up

there.
Q. Okay.
A. Brought the firefighter out, Firefighter Acabou, out through

that portal. Had him on an EMS backboard.

Q. Okay.

A. The smoke was so heavy that they put him on top of the cars
working on him. You know --

Q. Okay.

A. —-— they got air for him.

Q. Okay.

A. Stokes basket, he was put on the Stokes basket. We stood the
Stokes basket up on the stern of the ship -- towards the stern.

Q. Okay.

A. And made our -- I assisted with the firefighters to bring

him, again, to the starboard side of the ship --
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A.

Okay.

-— over through here -- I mean, back under here, and then

through the station with the cars, handed him over --

Q.

A.

Q.
A

Right.

-- and then down through the --
Okay.

-—- through the deck.

Okay.

Made my way back to my captain on the stern of the ship,

got our gear, and were ordered down to the --

Q.

A.

Q.
A

Okay. Okay. Okay. All right.
Rehabbed.
Okay.

And then, brought to -- we were sent to Engine 27

(indiscernible) four for CISD, get counsel --

Q.

>

i O S ) >0

>0

Okay.

-- to -- what do they call that, that CI?
Critical incident --

Critical incident, vyes.

-—- stress review. Yes, sir. Okay.

Yes. Sorry I was broken --

No, no worries.

-- with words, you know.

You good if we have some questions?

Yeah, yeah. I’'m sorry. Yeah.
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Q. Okay. No worries.
A. I'm sorry. I --
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #1: You’re good.
MR. KUCHARSKY: Any questions?
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #1: You’re good. You’'re good, man.
BY MR. GIUNTA:
Q. Now, (indiscernible) did you see any fire control plans when

you were up on the top deck that the crew was giving out to like

any of the -- the battalion chief up there?

A. I wasn’t —-- there were two crews ahead of us that were up
there before. We were, I’'m sorry, we were (indiscernible) on
that.

Q. Sure. Okay.

A. I'm sorry, we were —-- the battalion chief had command post by
that one bulkhead door, I would say. We -- there were two
companies up there before us. I did not see -- what did you say?
Q. You know, the fire control plans, any mapping or anything

of —-

A. No.

Q. -— the ships, or any --

A. I didn’t --

Q. -- schematics?

A All I saw was the deck -- the guys from the crew on top of

the cars blowing hand lines hitting the hot spots for the fire,
because it had to be so -- I didn’t see visible fire, but you’re
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like, is there? 1Is there? You know.

Q. Yeah.

A. So, you’ve got topside heat and smoke plus fire underneath
you. Oh, plus, I forgot, you were forced to the railings, because

the water started to boil.

Q. Okay.

A. You know, the water got so hot, your boots were starting

to -- so, now, the water pooled on top deck, and it was like a
pot. You know, you were -- there was fire, and your boots started

to heat up to where you were forced to the railings to, you know,

to get -- all our guys were, you know, so —--
Q. Okay.
A. Yeah.

MR. KUCHARSKY: Anything else for --

MR. GIUNTA: Thank you. ©No, I’'m good.

MR. KUCHARSKY: Walt, anything? Port Authority, anything-?
MR. PALERMO: Yeah, I do.

BY MR. PALERMO:

Q. You said, you mentioned like familiarization with the ship
when you were going up. Did you have --

A. Yeah, I had —--

Q. How do you familiarize with a ship?

A. A few years back, I was trained with our department 100 ton
near coastal license I got for the fireboat. So, just basic, you
know --
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So, this is through Norrick (ph.)?
Norrick. We had a marine division, yes.
And you had that training?

Yes, I had that training.

When was that training?

Five years back, five plus. Five years.

Okay. We had reports around 2015 that there was a group of

people that took training --

A.

with

> 0 = ©

b= ©

what

Yes. We had -- we were trained on, I'm saying, 52-foot boat,
the American Boat School.

Okay. And would that be for your fireboat one?

Fireboat one.

Yes.

Fireboat one, the big one. We had --

Okay.

-- we had the training.

Okay.

And we received a Coast Guard certification for that --
Okay.

-- training.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #2: Well, like a six-pack license or

they call it --

MR. REILLY: We -- you had --
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #2: -— something?
MR. REILLY: -— either received a 50-ton -- 100-ton near
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coastal, but the 50-ton was in towards (indiscernible) license.

>

= O

O

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #3: The Coast Guard (indiscernible).
MR. REILLY: Yeah.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #2: Yep.

BY MR. PALERMO:

What was the name of the boat school?

American Boat School.

American Boat School. Where were they out of?

I don’'t remember.

You don’t? It’s okay. That’s pretty awesome.

MR. KUCHARSKY: Okay? You good, (indiscernible)? Anything?
MS. RIOS: No, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKY: Okay. And does anybody have any other

additional questions?

Q.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: Yeah.
BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4:

Just a follow-up on your training. The training was for the

fireboat, correct?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Now, had you had any other training in shipboard firefighting

as far as a ship as big as this one, or any ship?

A,

Q.

A.

We had a familiarization course. That was it.
That was departmentwide, or was that just for --
I don't —--

-— units?
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A. I don’t know. I don’t, honestly.
Q. All right. There was a training that was conducted a couple

of weeks ago involving like EVs, electric vehicles, on shipboard?

A. I wasn’t part of that.

Q. You weren’t part --

A. No, no, no —--

Q. -- of that training?

A. --I wasn’t part of that training.

Q. Okay. Okay.

A. We had the shipboard familiarization out of Elizabeth. It

was Elizabeth.

Q. At a port?

A. Elizabeth Firefighters and us. That was a while back.
That’s five plus.

Q. Okay, okay.

A. But just for the marine, the guys that --

Q. (Indiscernible) --

A. -- were on the --

Q. Yes. Okay. At any time, were you aware that the C0O2Z2 system

had been utilized on the ship, the fire suppression system?

A. That -- can I have a question for you now?

0. Yes, sir.

A. It’s -- that ventilation system, it’s over here, correct?
Q. Yes.

A (Indiscernible)? It seemed like you heard a click, vroom;
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and then, the smoke and heat would just, poof.

Q. Okay. The ventilation --
A. I don’t know.
Q. -— ventilation system --
A. Whatever that’s called. And it just banked down on us.
Q. Okay.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #5: (Indiscernible) .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: Then --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #5: (Indiscernible) .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: -- then, yeah, the --

MR. REILLY: ©No, sir.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: -- CO2 system was something else.
That’s part of the fire suppression system. So, they have a fire
suppression system --

MR. REILLY: With a Halon system underneath, or --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: -- C0O2 —-
MR. REILLY: I don’t know. (Indiscernible) .
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: —-— carbon dioxide.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #5: 1It’s a chemical agent.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4: Yes.
BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #4:
Q. But what you were experiencing was, the ventilation was
periodically turned on and off?
A. No, I did not see the Halon --
Q. Okay.
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A. -- or the CO.
Q. Okay. All right. And did you speak directly to any of the

crew members at any time that you were up on deck 127

A. My crew?

Q. No, the ship members. Yes, sir.

A. Yes. Captain, battalion chief --

Q. No, just the actual ship crew personnel.

A Oh. ©No, no. Like, they were -- I'm sorry. They were here.
And then, as -- I saw one crew member put on SCBA. They're
orange? Is it orange? Sort of like a full. But he was here.

That was it. One guy.
Q. Okay.
A. I didn’t -- but that’s all I saw, the -- no, I didn’'t. All I
saw was the guys on the --
Q. Okay.
A. They -- when I was at the bulkhead, they stopped the
operation they were --
Q. Sure.
A. -- doing of the -- and I didn’t see them after that. I saw
one guy with air.

MR. KUCHARSKY: Okay. Okay. Does anyone have any other
questions?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER #6: No, I'm good.

BY MR. KUCHARSKY:
Q. Is there anything else that we haven’t discussed or talked
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about that you think we need to be aware of or we need to know

about?

A. I'm sorry it was sporadic.

Q. No. You did great. That’s fine.
A. No, not that I know of.

MR. KUCHARSKY:

us?

MR. REILLY:

No.

MR. KUCHARSKY: No?

Are there any questions you have for any of

Okay. All right, sir. So, it is 12:15,

and we will conclude the interview. Okay.

(Whereupon,

at 12:15

FREE

p.m., the interview was concluded.)
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