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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(10:09 a.m.) 2 

CDR BARGER:  Good morning.  The date is July 21st, 2023, and 3 

the time is 10:09 a.m.  We're at the Port Authority Building 260 4 

in Newark, New Jersey.  I'm CDR Chris Barger with the U.S. Coast 5 

Guard.  And I'm here with -- Chief, if you would state your name 6 

and spell your last name please? 7 

CHIEF MARESCA:  Al Maresca, M-A-R-E-S-C-A. 8 

CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And Chief Maresca is represented by two 9 

individuals. 10 

CPT TARANTINO:  Captain Anthony Tarantino, President, Newark 11 

Fire Officers.  Tarantino is T-A-R-A-N-T-I-N-O. 12 

CDR BARGER:  Okay. 13 

MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Good morning.  Gary Lipshutz, L-I-P-S-H-U-T-Z, 14 

first assistant corporation counsel, City of Newark Law 15 

Department.  I am the witness's attorney. 16 

CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And Chief, do you agree to have both 17 

representatives in the room during the -- 18 

CHIEF MARESCA:  Yes. 19 

CDR BARGER:  -- course of the interview.  So, Chief, we are 20 

as I mentioned conducting a joint agency interview as part of a 21 

Coast Guard/NTSB investigation into the facts surrounding the fire 22 

and subsequent firefighter fatalities onboard the Grande Costa 23 

D'Avorio on July 5th, 2023.  Chief, do you consent to being 24 

recorded? 25 
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 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yes. 1 

 CDR BARGER:  So we'll go around the room for introductions.  2 

Please state your name, spell your last name and the agency that 3 

you're with. 4 

 CPT ZIESER:  CPT Walt Zieser, Division of Fire and Safety, 5 

Zieser, Z-I-E-S-E-R. 6 

 MR. LALLO:  Good morning.  Greg Lallo, Compliance Officer, 7 

PEOSH, Safety, last name is spelled L-A-L-L-O. 8 

 DETECTIVE KESELICA:  Detective Joseph Keselica, Essex County 9 

Prosecutor Office.  Last name is spelled K-E-S-E-L-I-C-A. 10 

 CPT VILLEGAS:  CPT Braulio Villegas, V-I-L-L-E-G-A-S, 11 

Division of Fire Safety. 12 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Terri Malinoski, Compliance Officer, PEOSH, 13 

Health, M-A-L-I-N-O-S-K-I. 14 

 LT REED:  LT Brandon Reed, R-E-E-D, U.S. Coast Guard. 15 

 MR. VALDEZ:  Detective Juan Valdez, Port Authority Police 16 

Department, last name V-A-L-D-E-Z. 17 

 DETECTIVE RIOS:  Detective Phyllis Rios, R-I-O-S, Port 18 

Authority Police. 19 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Mike Richardson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-O-N, 20 

Firefighter Fatality Investigator, NIOSH. 21 

 SERGEANT PALERMO:  Detective Sergeant Michael Palermo, Port 22 

Authority Police, P-A-L-E-R-M-O. 23 

 CDR BARGER:  And again I'm Chris Barger, B-A-R-G-E-R with the 24 

U.S. Coast Guard.  So, Chief, the way we'll run this interview, 25 
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I'm going to ask a couple of, you know, background questions 1 

upfront and then Mr. Richardson, as the firefighting technical 2 

expert will lead the majority of the interview. 3 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay. 4 

 CDR BARGER:  And then once he's done with his portion or as 5 

there are natural breaking points we'll go around room to offer 6 

all of the agencies opportunities to ask follow up questions. 7 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay. 8 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay 9 

INTERVIEW OF AL MARESCA 10 

 BY CDR BARGER: 11 

Q. So first, Chief, if you would state who is your employer and 12 

how long have you been working there? 13 

A. City of Newark and I've been here almost 36 years. 14 

Q. Okay.  And what position do you hold? 15 

A. I'm Battalion Chief 4. 16 

Q. Okay.  How long have you held that position? 17 

A. Well Battalion Chief 4 I've been a year and a half.  I was 18 

Battalion-3 before that. 19 

Q. Okay.  How long have you been a battalion chief? 20 

A. December of 2015. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  All right.  With that I will kick it over 22 

to Mr. Richardson. 23 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 24 

Q. Good morning, Chief.  And we just want to say once again 25 
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we're all very sorry for the loss of Firefighter Acabou and 1 

Firefighter Brooks.  So, what we want to do, Chief, is as the 2 

Commander said is just have a conversation and talk about the 3 

events what took place. 4 

 We're not going to run you through a predetermined set of 5 

questions, so we would just like for you to the best of your 6 

recollection and memory just run through the events.  There was a 7 

huge, obviously amount of time and things that went on that you 8 

were involved in so as Commander said, we'll kind of hit some 9 

natural pause points so if you kind of want to take it for, you 10 

know, 15, 20 minutes of the event, 30 minutes, and then we can 11 

kind of take a pause.  That way everybody can get any 12 

clarifications and then we'll kind of go that route, if that's 13 

okay. 14 

A. Yeah, whatever you want to do. 15 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 16 

 CDR BARGER:  Mike, I'm sorry.  I forgot to introduce the 17 

individuals on the online.  So for online so we get introduction 18 

on the record.  Mr. Pittman, do you want to start? 19 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Hi, so I'm Willie Pittman.  I'm with the U.S. 20 

Coast Guard Investigations, National Center of Expertise.  Last 21 

name is P-I-T-T-M-A-N. 22 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And Ms. Ward? 23 

 MS. WARD:  Hi, I'm Katie Ward (ph.).  I'm (indiscernible).  24 

My name is spelled W-A-R-D. 25 
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 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And Ms. Ward, for asking question you're 1 

a little muffled.  Just for future information. 2 

 MS. WARD:  Okay.  (Indiscernible). 3 

 CDR BARGER:  And Ms. McAtee. 4 

 MS. MCATEE:  Nancy McAtee, Fire Explosions Specialist, NTSB, 5 

and last name is M-C-A-T-E-E. 6 

 CDR BARGER:  I apologize for the disruption. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Good. 8 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 9 

Q. So if you're ready, Chief, just start us off, dispatch, how 10 

you learned about the incident, initial response and then kind of 11 

what you had once you arrived on scene. 12 

A. All right.  It came in about 9:30.  I think the incident and 13 

I was the second, the second chief on that assignment.  We sent 14 

four engines, two trucks.  I think so.  As a second officer I'm 15 

the safety officer responding from -- with battalion.  This is a 16 

fire in the 5th-Battalion.  Do you want to just go through the -- 17 

Q. Yes, sir.  That's fine. 18 

A. I'm sorry.  I didn't know. 19 

Q. Yes, sir. 20 

A. Okay. 21 

Q. Just your initial arrival, what the initial actions then 22 

were. 23 

A. Yeah.  When I arrived I believe Battalion-5 and 27-Engine, 24 

the first two companies were there already and I believe they were 25 
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already up on top of the ship.  You could see like a light haze 1 

and you could see people operating up on the top deck, which was 2 

the ship crew. 3 

 So when I pulled up 5-Engine came behind.  I pulled off to 4 

the side, outside the fence area of the dock there and 5-Engine 5 

came up and they pulled up next to me and I told them, I said take 6 

the hydrant and stretch in because we don't what we have.  So I 7 

didn't know what kind of -- if they're hydrants by the ship or 8 

not.  This was before I even -- because we were probably about 100 9 

yards away or more.  So they do that. 10 

 And then I got in my gear and I walked up to the ramp to get 11 

onto the ship.  And there -- Chief Carlucci was there.  And, you 12 

know, I said, what do we have and we were just waiting to hear 13 

from them.  And he was saying that, you know, they were upstairs.  14 

They were being escorted by ship personnel.  So we waited.  I 15 

waited a couple minutes, whatever. 16 

 And we hadn't heard anything so I told Deputy-1, I said, I'm 17 

going to take a walk up to see if I can help out and see what they 18 

have.  Let's find out what they have.  So we still at that time 19 

didn't know what exactly they had.  So the guy from the ship 20 

escorted us on the right side about halfway down the ship to a 21 

stairwell.  And he said, just follow the stairs up.  So, you know, 22 

all we know is we're supposed to have a car fire.  We don't know 23 

what much. 24 

 So as I'm walking up I saw the 6th floor.  It started 25 
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out -- I'm not sure about the 5th or 6th, so once I got to one of 1 

the doors I opened up and I said let me see what we have.  See if 2 

there's anything.  I open it up and you could, you could -- like 3 

there was -- you lost your breath because it was -- it was not 4 

stairwell.  The stairwell was fine. 5 

 But on the floor, I think it was the 6th floor and I looked.  6 

No smoke or anything but you could -- you didn't have your breath.  7 

I believe that they had released some kind of halon system or 8 

chemical to take the oxygen away. 9 

Q. Okay.  And that was the door on the 6th floor? 10 

A. Yeah.  I think it was the 6th floor.  One of those floors 11 

after -- because at that time I was by myself going up.  The ship 12 

guy had just took us to that door on the right.  And so I closed 13 

it and I said, all right.  I don't see smoke, whatever, that's 14 

good, you know. 15 

 We still don't know what we have so I went up and I came up 16 

to the 12th floor on the right side of the ship.  So when I got up 17 

there -- so the ship is like this, and I'm kind of in the middle 18 

of the ship and they were all over to the left.  On top of the 19 

cars there's probably about three guys -- three different groups 20 

of ship personnel just soaking the cars down.  No fire.  It was 21 

like steam type thing.  It wasn't that brown smoke. 22 

 There was some smoke coming up in one section which turned 23 

out to be where the ramp was, but it was a light haze.  It wasn't 24 

really -- there was no fire visible on the 12th floor.  So I made 25 
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my way.  I don't even know how I got over.  The cars were all 1 

packed right next to each other. 2 

 I don't know how I got to the, to where the group was.  Once 3 

I got there I saw Battalion-5 and I said, what do we have?  And 4 

they were, they were still trying to figure it out.  So we 5 

started -- we, the guy from the ship who -- I don't know who the 6 

supervisor was.  But we talked to him. 7 

 We said, what do you have?  And he said -- the communication 8 

was hard to understand him but he said, we had some cars on fire.  9 

They're out and whatever.  And I'm like, okay, you know.  Did you 10 

have electric cars, whatever?  And they're like, no.  We don't 11 

have that.  And so, do you anything burning below?  And he said, 12 

well yeah, we're fire.  But he was kind of like -- he wasn't 13 

giving us like, you know, a definitive thing what was actually 14 

happening. 15 

 So at that point, you know, we're talking to him, I saw a 16 

hose line that wasn't being used on the top deck.  And it looked 17 

like about an inch and three-quarter hose.  It was, you know, kind 18 

of like what we got.  So one of the captains that was with me, I 19 

said, do our lines fit on this hose because they're the -- they 20 

have the port.  They're down by the port, you know, the boat.  He 21 

goes, I think so. 22 

 So I called down to Deputy-1, I said, you know, what I going 23 

to, I want to go investigate below what they have and the guy said 24 

there was doorway down on the back on the lefthand side.  And we 25 
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said, does that go down?  The guy said, yeah.  So I called down 1 

Deputy-1, I said bring up three lines of hose.  And I was planning 2 

on piecing it just so we had enough so we could investigate 3 

because we're going to be going down. 4 

 And after I called for it, I said to the guy on the boat, I 5 

said, you have more of this hose, you know, that we can piece in.  6 

The guy goes, yeah, yeah, yeah.  So in the meantime he got me 7 

three more lengths and we pieced in.  So at that time it was 8 

Battalion-5, the members of Engine-27 and Ladder-4 that were up on 9 

the deck, on the 12th floor. 10 

 So I said to the Captain Lou Manning from 27-Engine, I said, 11 

let's take this line and we're going to down to the 11th floor and 12 

see if we have anything going.  So his crew, which was, I only 13 

know, Mike Johnson, and I don't know, you know, who was in the 14 

crew.  We go down the stairwell which is just like this, here. 15 

 So I get to the 11th floor door and I open it about six 16 

inches, black smoke comes out.  I said, okay.  We know we have 17 

fire.  Close it.  I said don't anyone open this door.  We know we 18 

have fire here.  Let's go down to the 10th floor.  We went down to 19 

the 10th floor, I opened it up it was basically clear like this.  20 

So I stepped in, I looked and you could see probably from the 21 

windows to the TV, that's how clear it was and everything. 22 

 We're not even on masks or anything at this point.  So I said 23 

to Lou Manning, the captain, I said, do me a favor take two of 24 

your guys and I put two guys from Ladder-4.  I said go in there 25 
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and just see what we have.  Yeah.  Because you could see a light 1 

haze in the back down the thing. 2 

 So the door was here and then it was -- you went to the left.  3 

There was stuff here.  And that was towards where the ramp was 4 

coming up.  So I'm at the door and he goes in and they go down 5 

probably I could say about 20 feet but they went a little past 6 

there.  They come back and he says, we had two little cars 7 

burning.  We put it out.  He said, but I could see burning from 8 

the top.  Stuff is dripping down and it lit two cars.  I said, 9 

good. 10 

 You know, at this point, you know, visibility's great.  I'm 11 

standing inside the doorway with the light talking to them the 12 

whole time.  And he comes back and he says, yeah.  So at that 13 

point I had two more companies, because we had at the doorway 14 

here, there was like a stairwell that went up here outside the 15 

door and there's a landing here and stairs that go down. 16 

 So I had two more companies and at that time it was 16 and 17 

the other members of 4-Truck.  There was two more member from 18 

4-Truck as the back up crew in case I needed them, you know, 19 

because, you know, the others too, like I had safety and then 20 

5-Engine came up later, but at that time it was just the captain 21 

and a probie.  So I sent back, you know, they were arriving, 1  22 

and 2. 23 

Q. Just to clarify, Chief, was this -- so you brought this line 24 

down from the 12th -- 25 
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A. From the 12th deck. 1 

Q. -- down to the then -- 2 

A. We brought it down to the 10th.  Yeah. 3 

Q. And that was the one that they had used? 4 

A. That's, yeah.  That was the only line that was up there that 5 

we had. 6 

Q. So that was the only line. 7 

A. Yeah.  So we're just investigating to see what we have 8 

because I want to -- we still haven't told the Deputy what, you 9 

know, we're not even sure exactly what we have.  So like I said, 10 

so they come out and he says, there's two little cars burning.  We 11 

put the fire out.  All right.  Good. 12 

 And visibility is still good.  Like I said, it's good there.  13 

The hallway's good.  So I said to the next crew, I said, do me a 14 

favor.  Go back in put the thermal image camera so we can view for 15 

fire and everything.  I said, go and verify there's no other fire.  16 

So that's when Dave Rogers and Brooks and Augie and CPT Rebetto 17 

(ph.) went in. 18 

 They took the same line in now and they go in there.  And 19 

Dave Rogers said they couldn't communicate with me.  He had the 20 

camera.  He verified that the fire was out, but he said that he 21 

saw the ceiling glowing through the camera.  So he comes, he 22 

comes -- and he said to Brooks -- this was just from talking to 23 

later, that he gave the camera and he followed the line out to 24 

tell me face to face. 25 
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 So he comes out and he said, yes, the fire is out.  We have 1 

fire on the 11th, which we knew from opening the door and the 2 

captain before me told me he could see through the grates it 3 

burning up above or whatever.  He could see above.  So at that 4 

point I called to tell 16-Engine to come on out with a line 5 

because we know no sense being in there. 6 

 The fire's knocked out.  We still have good visibility in 7 

there.  I could still -- I'm in the doorway still talking, you 8 

know, sitting there and at that time I had 5-Engine with the 9 

probie and another company as the back up.  And so then he doesn't 10 

answer me 16 to come out.  So I call again and then I call a third 11 

time. 12 

 At this point I don't if he's not hearing me or whatever.  13 

And then dispatched called me to say, you know, they're trying to 14 

tell you to bring -- because I wanted the line out because we're 15 

going to have to go to the 11th floor, you know, eventually and no 16 

sense, yeah, we know we have fire in the 11th.  The 12th is 17 

nothing and 10th floor as far as we know has nothing. 18 

 And then the next thing we know he called a mayday and that's 19 

when, and that's when things changed.  That's when I -- at that 20 

point I told 5-Engine stay there because they had the probie.  And 21 

the guys that I work with at my company, Ladder-5 and Rescue were 22 

there.  So I told them, I said, look they had lifelines.  I said, 23 

tie in, they had the RIP bag with them.  I said go in there and 24 

find them at that time. 25 
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Q. Are you okay if we kind of stop. 1 

A. Yeah.  You're good. 2 

Q. Because I think this is a good kind of pause point to kind of 3 

go back and see if anybody had any questions to clarify.  Okay? 4 

A. Okay.  Yeah.  No problem. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So Commander, do you want to start? 6 

 BY CDR BARGER: 7 

Q. Sure.  So, Chief, when you got up to the 12th deck initially. 8 

A. Yeah. 9 

Q. And you said you saw everybody else kind of together over on 10 

the left side of the ship? 11 

A. Right.  We're -- this is where most of, the rest of the 12 

operation ended up being from the 11th deck.  Because it was kind 13 

of -- the back of the boat there was -- the green cup, this is a 14 

door, and this is probably where the ramp is to come up from the 15 

12th.  So there was a little bit of brown smoke coming up that 16 

ramp. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. So we knew we had something but what exactly, was it residual 19 

we didn't know at that point what we had. 20 

Q. And when you say the ramp you're talking the big opening 21 

that -- 22 

A. That they drove the cars up. 23 

Q. Yep.  Okay.  So just a little bit of brown smoke coming out 24 

of that at that time? 25 
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A. Yeah. 1 

Q. Where was, where was the staging area that you went over and 2 

met with the guys in relation to that ramp? 3 

A. To the left.  It was by the door, closer to the door. 4 

Q. Closer to the door in the back of the ship? 5 

A. Yeah. 6 

Q. Okay.  Where there is an open gap? 7 

(Crosstalk) 8 

A. It was, it was an open space.  It was -- it just happened to 9 

be an open space.  I guess where, you know, where they can drive, 10 

bring on cars because most of the cars, most of the top of the 11 

ship was all cars.  So it was probably I don't know, maybe from 12 

that wall to here an area that we had to stand. 13 

Q. And how many hose on did the ship's crew have going? 14 

A. I think they had at least three. 15 

Q. Three on that just cooling down cars? 16 

A. Yeah, they were -- 17 

Q. -- cars on that -- 18 

A. -- you know, over here.  They were on top of the cars and 19 

they were just wetting everything down. 20 

Q. Okay.  Did you see any of the ship’s crew wearing a 21 

firefighter ensemble? 22 

A. They guys that came with us.  We were escorted down -- 23 

Q. Okay. 24 

A. -- to the 11th and 10th floor.  So he had that with him, that 25 
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stuff. 1 

Q. Okay.  And do you happen to know the crew member that you 2 

talked to on the 12th deck, what his position was with the ship? 3 

A. He wasn't the -- he was like the supervisor, crew supervisor 4 

or liaison, whatever.  He was the guy that I guess would be in 5 

charge of whatever. 6 

Q. Was he wearing a firefighter ensemble or wearing just, you 7 

know like ships coveralls? 8 

A. I think he had ship coverall. 9 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay. 10 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  If you don't, if you don't know, don't guess.  11 

Okay? 12 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay. 13 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  If you don't know what his position was, 14 

just -- 15 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah.  I don't know. 16 

(Crosstalk) 17 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah, I don't.  He said he wasn't the charge 18 

guy. 19 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Fair enough.  Whatever he said to you is fair 20 

game. 21 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay. 22 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  But if you don't know what his position is, 23 

please don't -- 24 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah, I don't.  I don't what his position 25 
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was. 1 

 CDR BARGER:  Thanks, okay.  That's all I have -- all the 2 

questions I have for right now. 3 

 BY LT REED: 4 

Q. Chief Brandon Reed with the Coast Guard.  Was there ever 5 

discussions or discussions from the crew informing you that they 6 

had everybody accounted for or -- 7 

A. Never -- 8 

Q. -- if there was any CO2 release? 9 

A. No.  That, they had -- no, they didn't -- I think -- I'm not 10 

sure if he had said they had released CO2 or not but I knew he had 11 

when I opened up the 6th floor.  It took my breath away.  So I 12 

knew it was -- something had been released. 13 

Q. But as far as like the crew telling the firefighters make 14 

sure -- 15 

A. They didn't.  The communication was very hard with them. 16 

Q. Right.  As far as the firefighter initial aspect though was 17 

there any concern that there was any like crew members missing or 18 

anything like that or was it just basically addressing the fire? 19 

A. I was just really helping the battalion chief determine what 20 

we had.  We didn't -- I don't know what was said before there but 21 

no.  When I was there, no. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. Nothing about the crew. 24 

 LT REED:  Thank you, Chief.  That's all the questions I have. 25 
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 BY MR. LALLO: 1 

Q. Yeah, Chief, Greg Lallo from PEOSH Safety.  Chief, your 2 

designation was as the safety officer? 3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. Were you involved in any tactics with the companies or how 5 

does that work out like when you're designated as the safety? 6 

A. All that means in the City of Newark, the second chief 7 

assigned.  So if I was out on another assignment and Battalion-1 8 

went the that, they would -- whoever the second chief on that 9 

assignment, when they do the rundown, like with the engines, first 10 

due engine, second due engine, third.  The same things with 11 

chiefs.  The first chief it's his, you know, it's his area or 12 

whatever.  The second one whoever, no matter who it is is the 13 

safety officer. 14 

Q. Was any ships charts, fire control plans given to you or 15 

anything like that -- 16 

A. No. 17 

Q. -- from the crew? 18 

A. No. 19 

Q. Okay.  Nothing like that.  Do you know if the incident 20 

commander, the Deputy had that when you were there as far as the 21 

ship fire control plan? 22 

A. At that no, when I was down with the Deputy, we hadn't heard 23 

from upstairs at all.  We hadn't heard it.  We didn't know what 24 

was -- what they had.  So that's why I went up there just to see 25 
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because we hadn't heard at all from them. 1 

Q. So I'm looking at the timeline here, 2225.  So that would be 2 

10:25.  There was a mayday and an emergency evacuation called for, 3 

all units.  Can you, can you talk about that? 4 

A. I heard them saying it, but I don't -- I was on the 10th 5 

floor at the doorway. 6 

Q. Both at the same time the mayday and the emergency 7 

evaluation?  That's, that's what tape has here. 8 

A. I think that's what the dispatcher do whatever they -- I 9 

don't know, you know.  It's -- I don't what they do that for. 10 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay.  Thank you. 11 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 12 

Q. Okay.  Mike Richardson from NIOSH.  When you were going up, 13 

Chief, did you -- so I heard you stopped at 6, but you didn't stop 14 

anywhere between 6 and 12, you just went straight to 12? 15 

A. Yeah.  I -- 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. -- because I don't think there were many more doors. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. It wasn't that -- that was another thing.  Talking to the 20 

crew thing, it seemed like the doors weren't on every floor. 21 

Q. Okay. 22 

A. Because we asked them that what doors went to that floor, and 23 

he said that was the only door that went to that floor -- 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. -- to the 11th floor. 1 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then so and you've made multiple attempts 2 

to contact Engine-16 but you never had a response and you never 3 

heard directly yourself any calls from Engine-16 -- 4 

A. Right. 5 

Q. -- that they were lost or they were in trouble -- 6 

A. Right. 7 

Q. -- or that there was a mayday or anything else? 8 

A. Yeah.  Because I had -- when I was telling them to come out 9 

that was before any the -- any of the stuff happened. 10 

Q. Correct.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  And have, let's see at 2220, we 11 

have Battalion forward Engine-16 bring the line back out, 2222, 12 

another call, bring the line back out and then at 2222, 13 

headquarters called Engine-16 per the battalion bring the line 14 

back out. 15 

A. Right.  It was Dave Rogers had verified with the camera there 16 

was no fire. 17 

Q. Sure. 18 

A. So that's why we were coming out.  There was no reason to -- 19 

Q. Right. 20 

A. -- be in there anymore. 21 

Q. Yes, sir.  And obviously this is just verifying that 22 

obviously there were radio communication issue.  There were -- 23 

A. Yes. 24 

Q. -- personnel that were attempting to communicate with you but 25 
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that was not happening due to the ship construction, et cetera.  1 

So there were people that were telling you we're trying to talk to 2 

you but the radios aren't working.  Correct? 3 

A. Right. 4 

Q. Okay. 5 

A. It seemed like, you know, you could stand here and in two 6 

steps over -- 7 

Q. The radio's dead. 8 

A. -- you're not hearing. 9 

Q. Right. 10 

A. You know what I mean?  So we didn't -- 11 

Q. Okay.  So no other questions, then if you don't mind, Chief, 12 

if you can pick it up where we left off with you had Ladder-5 and 13 

the Rescue that were coming up.  So then? 14 

A. They were, they were, they were on the stairwell. 15 

Q. Okay. 16 

A. And I -- the other teams were on the landing here.  But 17 

knowing that what I had with Ladder-5 and Rescue, guys that I work 18 

with -- 19 

Q. Sure. 20 

A. -- and other crews, I say to the captain, I said, you go in 21 

with one of your guys.  And so he tied line, life line and went in 22 

and then Rescue, the other guys, they're all from my house.  23 

We're -- 24 

Q. Sure. 25 
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A. -- in 4th Battalion. 1 

Q. Right. 2 

A. And I told him to go in with one of his guys and then the 3 

rest of their crew was the next crew back up.  You guys stay on 4 

the back up for, you know, for the thing here.  So that's how 5 

we -- 6 

Q. Did you -- 7 

A. -- went in. 8 

Q. Do you know the specific names of the Ladder-5 and Rescue 9 

team that went in -- 10 

A. Yes. 11 

Q. -- initially? 12 

A. Ladder-5 was Barisciano (ph.) and Hugo Malhado. 13 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Indiscernible). 14 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  I'm sorry. 15 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  That's fine.  You're good. 16 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 17 

Q. Okay? 18 

A. And on the Rescue was Chris Siroka (ph.), CPT Siroka and Dave 19 

Couto (ph.).  Dave Couto, C-O-U-T-O. 20 

Q. Okay. 21 

A. And then the back up crew of Ladder-5 was Devin Torres (ph.) 22 

and Hero Danga (ph.) and on Rescue the back up crew was Rob 23 

Szesniak (ph.).  I'm never going to spell that.  It's S-Z, a 24 

bunch -- 25 
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Q. We have a list so we can --  1 

A. Yeah, okay. 2 

Q. Yes, sir. 3 

A. And Bill Kaloff (ph.). 4 

Q. Okay.  Got it.  Okay, sir.  Thank you. 5 

A. And they went in with -- Ladder-5 had the RIP bag, another 6 

oxygen.  So like I said, they both tied off and went in and then 7 

Ladder-5 followed, you know, they followed the line to the -- you 8 

know, I told them to go down and follow the line and let's see 9 

what we have.  And Ladder-5 followed the line. 10 

 They tied off.  He thought it -- he told me it was a forklift 11 

when he came out.  They're in there.  They find -- Ladder-5 says 12 

that they found the firefighter but he's stuck.  So at that point 13 

Hugo, Firefighter Malhado, he put the RIP bag on the firefighter. 14 

Q. Okay.  So they're -- 15 

A. Did they describe to you or tell you the status of the 16 

firefighter when they found him? 17 

A. They said they found a firefighter and that he was stuck, 18 

that they couldn't get him out.  They were going to need help. 19 

Q. Okay.  But they didn't tell you conscious, unconscious, 20 

nothing else? 21 

A. No. 22 

Q. Just that they found him and he was -- 23 

A. No.  Because we were having trouble -- 24 

Q. Communicating. 25 
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A. See his -- 1 

Q. Sure. 2 

A. You know, I don't always get his -- some of the stuff I 3 

didn't even hear what he was saying. 4 

Q. Sure. 5 

A. But I did hear him say that they had found the firefighter.  6 

So I think I ordered them -- I was doing the mental 7 

(indiscernible) when they're in there and I had my next crew ready 8 

if he was going to need them.  So I can't remember if I told him 9 

to come out or they come out but when he came out he told me, he 10 

said I followed the line.  I tied off on a forklift.  I think a 11 

forklift and we went about ten yards, whatever is near there. 12 

 So I told the -- again I'm at the doorway here talking to the 13 

guys, the next crew going in, okay, you heard what he said.  14 

You're going to go here.  Go in there and that's when Ladder-5 and 15 

Rescue second crew went in. 16 

Q. Okay.  All right. 17 

A. Now at that time after that I still had a couple more crews 18 

lined up that were in the hallway that was ready to go.  And they 19 

came out -- first the crew that came out that went in second, they 20 

said, we didn't find them.  So they come out.  So at that point I 21 

said, you didn't find them?  I said, you followed the line? 22 

 So at that time Ladder-11 had come up and Rich Cooper (ph.) 23 

was working overtime, another Rescue captain from another tour 24 

that I know.  So I called for Captain Barisciano to come back down 25 
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from the top deck.  He had been out.  We had.  But I said come out 1 

because clearly this, Vinny (ph.), tell him exactly where you have 2 

it. 3 

 I had told them, he told them and then I sent Ladder-11 and 4 

I'm not sure who was with them.  It was Cooper and Greg Champy 5 

(ph.) and I'm not sure with the next group.  And they went in and 6 

they found them.  And we never -- from that point on we never lost 7 

contact with the firefighter. 8 

 But Rich Cooper when he was there being that he's a rescue 9 

guy he told me -- I was able to communicate with him a little.  I 10 

don't know.  Because I was in the doorway inside with the light.  11 

I had light by that time trying them, assist when they were coming 12 

out. 13 

Q. Could you describe conditions at this point? 14 

A. It's still -- I don't go down and ask, talking to them here.  15 

It's still, visibility it's still probably at least to that green 16 

band, you know. 17 

Q. Okay.  And are they reporting any fire conditions to you, to 18 

anyone? 19 

A. Back where they were working on him, it was smokey.  They 20 

said it was hot and smokey. 21 

Q. Okay.  But they weren't reporting to you they had any major 22 

fire issues where they were -- 23 

A. There was no fire. 24 

Q. Okay. 25 
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A. No fire.  Very smokey.  The big things is he was stuck, 1 

wedged between the cars.  Okay.  So at that point Rich Cooper said 2 

I'm going to need some Holmatro tools.  So, and I had 3 

called -- when they said that it was stuck, I had called for well 4 

the thermal images cameras, more bottles, all the RIP bags in 5 

there because I knew -- when they said he was stuck and they 6 

couldn't get him out, it was going to be a long operation.  So we 7 

had called there and then I'd called for the battery operated jaws 8 

and spreaders. 9 

Q. So and at this point, Chief, do you, could you based on your 10 

recollection and memory, at this point what was your 11 

accountability for the personnel?  Did you know for sure at this 12 

point how any people were accounted for or missing? 13 

A. At this point here Ozzy (ph.) had been out already.  Ozzy 14 

came out, the captain and they had said that Desilva (ph.) and 15 

Soto (ph.) were missing.  I'm like -- it wasn't making sense 16 

because they weren't, they shouldn't have -- they weren't in 17 

there.  And I didn't know where that was coming from.  And then 18 

later they said they found them on the floor below. 19 

Q. Okay. 20 

A. And I'm like, yeah, they were on the floor, on the 9th floor.  21 

And I'm like, how did they -- did they go down the ramp?  All I 22 

could think of is they must have been down the ramp.  But they 23 

shouldn't have even been in there.  It turned out they had come 24 

out earlier with the first group. 25 
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 You know, they were out before the -- they were never 1 

even -- so you hear it on the tape that they're missing.  But they 2 

were never really missing and when they came out they went down to 3 

the 9th floor at the door.  Because there was only one door in 4 

there.  And there's only line.  So that -- 5 

Q. Do you, do you know what group Silvan (ph.) and Soto would 6 

have gone in with? 7 

A. The first group.  They were in -- that's what I'm saying -- 8 

Q. That's what they -- 9 

A. -- they were out.  So but I didn't know, you know, that was, 10 

you know, who they -- I was -- that confused me a little bit, why 11 

are they saying they're missing? 12 

Q. So then just to clarify on that first group which would have 13 

gone in which would have been the 16 and 4, correct? 14 

A. Yes.  And -- no.  That's the -- 15 

Q. Or -- 16 

A. -- 27. 17 

Q. -- 27 and 4.  That's it. 18 

A. Lou Manning is 27. 19 

Q. So and that 27 and 4 group Silvan and Soto actually went in 20 

with that group? 21 

A. Yes. 22 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And then so at this point out of the -- out of 23 

all those members that entered in my mind you know you have 24 

Acabou, because you've located him. 25 
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A. Right. 1 

Q. But nothing on Brooks at this point? 2 

A. They had not found Brooks yet. 3 

Q. Okay.  Okay.  Thank you, sir. 4 

A. Okay. 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Any other questions at this point? 6 

 BY MR. LALLO: 7 

Q. Chief, PR safety, in regards to the fire there did you have a 8 

manpower sheet like accounting of like men? 9 

A. No. 10 

Q. No accounting of who's on each company? 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. Okay.  Tell me about Ladder-5, were they the designated FAST 13 

unit or a RIC team or so what do you call it, FAST or -- 14 

A. FAST.  I don't, no, I don't, I don't, I don't know.  Like I 15 

said I've -- when I got there I went upstairs just to see what we 16 

could find out to assist Battalion-5 to see what we have.  So I 17 

don't even know who the -- what companies -- who the FAST team 18 

was, what the truck companies were.  So I couldn't tell you who 19 

the, who was the designated FAST team. 20 

Q. And what about Ladder-11, did you request more resources?  21 

How did they come into to coming to assist? 22 

A. They -- I don't -- I couldn't tell you that.  I was on the 23 

10th floor doing the operations.  Battalion-5 was getting me -- I 24 

was requesting stuff, they were bringing it up to the 12th floor 25 
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as far as I know on the right side of the ship.  I don't know when 1 

the left -- when the stairwell we were at, I don't know when they 2 

found out that that went all the way down to the floor. 3 

 The ship was sending us up on the right-hand side.  So I 4 

don't know.  You know, they were bringing the supplies up to the 5 

12th floor and Battalion-5 was, you know, he was going between the 6 

12th floor and 11th floor talking to me.  You know, I'm telling 7 

him, I need this, this.  He was getting me, sending me the 8 

resources like when guys would come up he would send new crews 9 

down. 10 

Q. Who was he?  You said -- 11 

A. A battalion guy. 12 

Q. -- or Battalion-5? 13 

A. Battalion-5 would keep -- 14 

Q. And how does the Deputy come into the picture here as far as 15 

dialog goes and communications? 16 

A. He's -- 17 

Q. Did he know that like this person was, the firefighter was 18 

trapped and you were -- 19 

A. He knew the firefighter was trapped.  But I don't know what 20 

he was receiving, what he wasn't with the communications.  You 21 

know what I mean?  But I would -- I was calling for the resources 22 

that I need or Battalion-5 would relay it whether I talked to the 23 

Deputy.  The Deputy wouldn't even hear me. 24 

 Battalion-5 would hear me and, you know, I need bottles, I 25 
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need this and he was relaying it down and then they would send it 1 

up. 2 

Q. I see. 3 

A. But I don't know the outside operations were working because 4 

I was inside. 5 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay. 6 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 7 

Q. So at this point, Chief, you're on Deck 10, 5 is on Deck 12 8 

and that's kind of how -- 9 

A. I don't know where they were.  I think they came down 10 

the -- if I -- they came down the steps. 11 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 12 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Chief? 13 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  They were on the stairwell when I, when I 14 

went to put the next group in, I looked and I saw them.  I said, 15 

you know what, you stay.  You're going in. 16 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 17 

 BY MR. LALLO: 18 

Q. Chief, you mentioned that you had TICs up there? 19 

A. Yes. 20 

Q. How many did you have? 21 

A. I couldn't tell you. 22 

Q. Okay. 23 

A. I don't -- 24 

Q. And what, and what brand do you guys use? 25 
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A. I couldn't tell you. 1 

Q. Okay.  Do you know what companies they came off of? 2 

A. I know 27 had one, and they may have had one. 3 

Q. Okay. 4 

A. I think they -- 5 

Q. Do you know what, do you if the thermal imaging cameras 6 

record, do any kind of recording, you know, where if you pull the 7 

trigger -- 8 

A. Not that I know of. 9 

Q. -- it takes pictures or runs video? 10 

A. I don't believe ours do. 11 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  We're going to want to look into that. 12 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sure. 13 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  All right.  Thank you, Chief. 14 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay. 15 

 SERGEANT PALERMO:  I had a question, too. 16 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yep. 17 

 BY SERGEANT PALERMO: 18 

Q. Sergeant Palermo, Port Authority Police.  When Ladder-5 19 

Rescue first found Acabou, then they came out and then the second 20 

set of firefighters went in and couldn't find him, and they came 21 

out, and then I think you said called the captain upstairs who was 22 

on the 12th deck and -- 23 

A. Right. 24 

Q. -- they came down and showed the third set that eventually 25 
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found him. 1 

A. Right. 2 

Q. What's the lapse of time before from the first one to leaving 3 

him until the third set of firefighters came?  And what do you 4 

think in estimate, how did it pass before they found him again? 5 

A. I want to say five to ten minutes.  You know what I mean?  6 

It's hard to tell.  I don't, you know, and it's -- 7 

Q. Yeah, it's an estimate. 8 

A. It's -- they went in, they came out, they hadn't used their 9 

whole bottles.  So they said, look, we can't find him, you know.  10 

So they were still had, you know, I know they still had air in 11 

their bottles.  So I ended up sending them in a little bit just to 12 

communicate, you know, when they, when they reestablished the 13 

thing, I knew they had half a bottle. 14 

 I just said, stay near here, the doorway so if you need to go 15 

help and get them out.  If they -- because I didn't know 16 

how -- what the names there at that time either. 17 

Q. So about five, ten minutes before the third set found him in 18 

there? 19 

A. Yeah.  It wasn't long.  It was, it was pretty quick.  Yeah.  20 

Like I said, that -- 21 

(Crosstalk) 22 

A. Yeah.  No, I know he had a RIP bag on.  He had -- the first 23 

group put it on that went in there. 24 

Q. Right. 25 
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A. The Ladder-5 members.  In fact Hugo Malhado put it on him. 1 

 SERGEANT PALERMO:  Okay.  Yeah. 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Anything else? 3 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 4 

Q. So Mike Richardson from NIOSH.  Chief, I have Headquarters 2 5 

to Battalion-4, what is the status of Ladder-11.  Battalion-4, 6 

they're still working the rescue.  So that was at 2310.  So that 7 

would be right when this -- when the crew went back in and found 8 

him.  Correct? 9 

A. Yes. 10 

Q. Yes? 11 

A. Yeah. 12 

Q. Okay.  So just for benchmark for everybody we're now talking 13 

in the area of 2310 in terms of our timeline.  So okay. 14 

A. What was the timeline?  Just curious for myself.  What was 15 

the time between Ladder-5 and the initial when they found him 16 

and -- 17 

Q. Let's see here.  At 2252, we have one firefighter located.  18 

One missing.  So -- 19 

A. Ladder-5 says that he found him.  What time -- that's the 20 

time I was at looking for. 21 

Q. Sure.  Okay.  Okay.  So the actual time that they said they 22 

found him, let's see here. 23 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It was 11:41. 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay. 25 
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 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  On the dispatch tape. 1 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Yep.  Okay.  So yeah, at 2240, Ladder-5, 2 

repeat that transmission.  We've located a firefighter.  We need 3 

help.  Come and follow the handline to the search rope.  Do you 4 

have somebody?  Affirmative.  So that was at 2240.  Good?  Yeah.  5 

So we're good with that everybody?  Okay. 6 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 7 

Q. Okay.  Chief, if you wouldn't mind if you could start -- or 8 

pick it up from when those had gone back in and found him and so. 9 

A. Yeah.  So they found him again.  They requested the tools. 10 

Q. Right.  Correct. 11 

A. And then when they come out, another crew came in.  So we had 12 

multiple crews going in, probably about I would say at least six 13 

different teams went in. 14 

Q. Okay.  So -- 15 

A. But I know -- I think Crew 11, Ladder-11 also brought a RIP 16 

bag in because they had brought one in, too when they had come up.  17 

So. 18 

Q. Okay. 19 

A. And then at some time it got real smokey and we got smoked 20 

out where the hallway where we in the stairwell it becomes really 21 

shitty.  And that's when I got pushed up, upstairs.  And I'm not 22 

sure who took over at that point, if it was Battalion-1 or 23 

Battalion-5. 24 

Q. So was that kind of towards the end of those six rotations? 25 
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A. Yeah. 1 

Q. So at the end of those six rotations -- 2 

A. So yeah, it's not -- and maybe one or two crews that had gone 3 

back in the second time.  You know what I mean?  It's -- 4 

Q. Sure. 5 

A. I was trying because later on I also had a second rescue 6 

captain that was also on like what they use 29-Engine was CPT 7 

Robinson who was rescue on the third tour from my house.  So I was 8 

lucky I had three rescue captains working, two on overtime and 9 

14-Engine captain coming in there with them, too.  So they were in 10 

the rotation sometimes too in there, 29-Engine and 14-Engine. 11 

Q. And who would that be that person on 14? 12 

A. CPT Cusneka (ph.). 13 

Q. Okay. 14 

A. And I believe he went in with CPT Robinson and whoever he had 15 

in his crew. 16 

Q. Okay. 17 

A. So and then they were part of the rotation. 18 

Q. So if we were looking into -- for individuals to talk to 19 

about that situation or that period those would be two good 20 

individuals? 21 

A. Yeah.  I would -- the ones that I would talk to because who I 22 

was putting in charge of each group that went it was usually tried 23 

to do a group of four. 24 

Q. Sure. 25 
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A. CPT Barisciano, he had a lot of the input.  CPT Siroka, CPT 1 

Robinson, who was -- who had been overtime 29 and CPT Cooper.  2 

They were my -- that I was depending a lot for the information.  I 3 

wanted them in charge of that group because they had the most 4 

experience. 5 

Q. Okay.  Yes, sir.  Understandable.  Okay.  So you got pushed 6 

back up on the 12th? 7 

A. Yeah, and then once I get to the 12th floor, that's when it 8 

was -- when I got up there the water was flooding.  It was hot.  9 

The water was very hot up there. 10 

Q. Did you check conditions on 11 as you went back up? 11 

A. No. 12 

Q. Or -- no. 13 

A. Because I knew -- I kept it to -- you know, I wasn't, I 14 

wasn't going to touch that door.  I mean, I don't know what we 15 

have.  I don't know if it was unopen during that.  I don't, you 16 

know.  So yeah, I go to the 12th.  And at that point I know we 17 

have the firefighter that they're working on. 18 

 Now I'm thinking how are we going to get this guy off.  So I 19 

look and I see at the other end in front of the ship, a big white 20 

crane.  So I find that guy that's in charge of the -- that we're 21 

talking to.  And I said, I need that crane.  I said, I want that 22 

crane because I figure we'll lower the body with that crane.  And 23 

he's telling me, I don't know if it work.  I don't if the 24 

thing -- and I'm thinking it looks brand-new.  He said it's old. 25 
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 And we're thinking -- so we're trying to communicate.  And he 1 

said, I'll see what we can do.  And then he said to me, at one 2 

time he said, I don't know if we have access to the controls.  And 3 

I'm like, well if you can't get to the controls I'll get fireman 4 

to get -- I'm thinking to myself, we'll get a fireman.  We need 5 

this -- the thing. 6 

 And I had requested EMS to the 12th floor when I 7 

was -- during the operation at sometime because like we were going 8 

to be bringing him up because I didn't know there was -- that it 9 

went down the stairwell anyway.  But so we get in the back of the 10 

boat now, we're over here on this side.  On this side there's a 11 

pickup truck on like the last car here. 12 

Q. Yes, sir. 13 

A. So we said, you know, if we bring the firefighter up, let's 14 

clear the bed on the pickup truck and EMS can operate there.  And 15 

at that time the state police helicopter came.  So the one EMS guy 16 

goes, well, you know, maybe we can use the helicopter and lower 17 

here.  That lasted for about 30 seconds. 18 

 I'm still talking to the guy, I need this crane.  He's 19 

working on it.  And they said about the helicopter.  And that 20 

lasted for 30 second.  They said, they don't have the -- the 21 

helicopter didn't have the cables to do it.  So that was out.  So 22 

I told the guy again, it's not an option.  The crane, we're using 23 

the crane. 24 

 And I'm still talking it's the big white crane that's way in 25 
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the front and I didn't know how we were going to get the body 1 

there.  But I wasn't worried about that.  And as a back up I told 2 

one of the guys from Ladder-5 now that they, I knew that they do 3 

high angle rescue and high angle rope for lowering. 4 

 And I said, look, start looking around to see, if last resort 5 

we have to lower it by the high angle.  And then the crew guy 6 

said, we've got the controls to the crane.  But I don't know if 7 

it's going to work.  They're going to test it because it's old.  8 

We don't use this one.  So I said, well let's go find this crane.  9 

How do we get there?  And he says, you got to walk -- we've got to 10 

walk along the edge of the boat. 11 

 So we start walking along the edge of the boat and 6 Engine's 12 

with me because they had called for a ladder at that point.  13 

Elizabeth and EMS or somebody had two people down on the 9th floor 14 

where they were overcome.  So I'm -- I came up the right-hand 15 

side.  I said that -- the only stairwell I know is they had to 16 

come up that stairwell there.  There's no smoke.  But let's go, 17 

you know, let's go 6-Engine go see what they have. 18 

 So we're walking towards the stairwell, which is also towards 19 

the crane with that guy.  And we get to halfway in the ship, you 20 

had to make a left because there was like a thing here, and 21 

there's a car right there with -- right against the walkway.  So 22 

thank god there was a firefighter on top of the car.  So he helped 23 

me climb over the car, the hood of the car. 24 

 And after I got over the hood I said to myself, I said, 25 
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they're not going to be able to get this body.  They're going to 1 

bring the body here.  I said, 6-Engine, take your tanks off.  Wait 2 

here.  When they bring the body, the firefighter, let them pass it 3 

to you then go to the crane. 4 

 And then that's when we found out that the crane was actually 5 

like arm crane, a smaller one.  And it was actually near the 6 

stairwell where we were heading.  And I said I'm going to check to 7 

make sure that's, that's -- everything's good on that.  And so the 8 

guy from the ship and I, we went to that crane and it just 9 

happened to be a nice area, too, for working the guy. 10 

 And there was an EMS guys, Elizabeth, Captain from Elizabeth 11 

Rescue there.  So I told them, I said, we'll bring 12 

it -- they -- at that time they had the firefighter out on the 13 

pick up truck working on him.  And so 6-Engine was waiting for 14 

them to bring the body.  Once they brought it over in a stokes 15 

basket and everything. 16 

 And then they brought, they brought him over.  They passed 17 

them over the car just like I thought they were going to have to.  18 

6-Engine brings him to the crane.  Now the guy -- before they did 19 

it, the guy's lowering the crane.  I said, what are you doing?  He 20 

goes well I'm making sure it reaches the bottom. 21 

 So I look over.  Once he got within 20 feet, I said, we're 22 

good.  I said, even if, even if it doesn't reach the ground, I had 23 

Ladder-5.  I could see Ladder-5, or one of their ladder trucks 24 

that I'd just bring it over, raise it up 20 feet, you know.  It 25 
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turned out it reached the bottom and everything. 1 

Q. Just for everybody's reference, we're around the 2400, so 2 

12:00 midnight timeframe. 3 

A. Is that what time?  I had no idea. 4 

Q. Chief, I have Battalion-4 to Deputy-1, we're all set up with 5 

the crane here.  We talked the ship captain, that's at 2357. 6 

A. Okay. 7 

Q. And then I have, he's coming.  He's almost on the top.  Don't 8 

put him on the deck.  We have scalding water.  Carry him across 9 

the deck in the water.  That's around 2407. 10 

A. Okay.  That's when they, that's -- so, you know, with the 11 

crane part all set, that was when the guy said that we had the 12 

controls. 13 

Q. Yes.  Okay. 14 

A. This was on -- because we wouldn't believe that -- we didn't 15 

leave the pick up truck and they were working on him when I left 16 

the pick up truck to go get the crane.  He said they had the 17 

operation.  They were testing it.  And that's when, that's when 18 

they were walking so. 19 

Q. Okay.  And then, and then we have -- let's see here.  20 

Battalion-4 to Division 1, we're still working on getting 21 

permission for the crane at 2411.  So my guess is that's when you 22 

were kind of testing it? 23 

A. No.  No.  That must have been another (indiscernible). 24 

Q. Still trying to -- 25 
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A. They still had, they still hadn't had everything then. 1 

Q. Okay.  Okay. 2 

A. So it's kind of out of order then if it's -- like I said he 3 

said he had the controllers but they were -- and I'm still 4 

thinking that at this point it's the big crane.  So you're not 5 

making sense.  Why is it the old.  If it works, I mean it -- we're 6 

looking at a brand-new -- I don't know if you know which crane I'm 7 

talking about.  That -- 8 

Q. Yes, sir.  Yeah. 9 

A. Yeah. 10 

Q. And just so for everybody's clarification there were two 11 

forward cranes for handling containers versus this is what they 12 

call the provision crane which was apparently used to bring 13 

supplies for the crew on and off -- 14 

A. Oh is that the -- I don't know. 15 

Q. -- the ship.  Yes, sir.  So is everybody good on that?  Okay.  16 

Okay, Chief. 17 

A. All right.  Where would we -- I'm not even sure where we're 18 

at. 19 

Q. You had -- they were lowering -- you got him over, so you 20 

were working on lowering him. 21 

A. Oh we got it, we got it -- they put the crane.  We brought it 22 

back up.  They bring the firefighter over and the Captain of 23 

Elizabeth Rescue was very good with the, with the ropes, with 24 

securing it.  So him, the guy from EMS, CPT Barisciano from 25 
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Ladder-5 and Firefighter Danga, Hero Danga, they secured the 1 

stokes basket with the crane. 2 

 They made sure he was all safe and everything and then we 3 

lowered it.  That was it.  And then shortly after we lowered it we 4 

were told to come off the ship.  So we bring everyone off the 5 

floor.  So Battalion-1, so after we lowered him, I go back to the 6 

area in the back left-hand corner again where were working on the 7 

firefighter. 8 

 We tell everyone to get everyone, Battalion-1 and I meet up 9 

and we get everyone off the ship and we're the last ones on the 10 

12th floor.  The only one left were the crew members from the 11 

ship.  They were still wetting everything down, and shooting water 12 

around.  So we go down to the 11th floor -- we go down to the 10th 13 

floor and I said to them, I said well let me check the floor, the 14 

10th floor.  And I -- 15 

Q. And this was in that back stairs, right, correct? 16 

A. The back stair, where we, where all the initial stuff was. 17 

Q. Correct. 18 

A. Now this time the stairwell's clear as can be again.  You 19 

know, it's no smoke or anything.  And I open the 10th floor and 20 

it's clear.  Clear as can be.  It's like this.  So, you know, in 21 

fact Battalion-1 at that time said, let's go in and see if we can 22 

find Brooks.  And I said, well at this time they're getting 23 

everyone out. 24 

 Let's just go down and tell Chief Carlucci, Deputy-1 what we 25 
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have and I'm going to go up there with a crew to get the -- to go 1 

look for Brooks because it's wide open.  You could see probably 25 2 

yards or more.  You know, I was shocked at how clear it was.  And 3 

when we got down there that's when everybody, every agency in the 4 

world is at that point was there.  And they kind of were taking 5 

over on that part.  And I didn't do anything the rest of the time. 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So make another round of questions.  7 

Okay? 8 

 CHIEF MARESCA: Yeah. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So Commander? 10 

 BY CDR BARGER: 11 

Q. So Chief, just going, just going back a little.  So the 12 

initial reason for the crew to enter into Deck 10 was -- 13 

A. Just to investigate. 14 

Q. Investigate. 15 

A. Just to investigate, see if we have a fire at all.  To see 16 

what we had.  The 11th floor I knew we had fire because I had 17 

opened the door.  The 10th, there was no -- there was a little bit 18 

of the haze but not much.  So they went direct to go in there just 19 

to investigate. 20 

Q. Okay.  I'm not a firefighter so if you could help me 21 

understand when I go into a space that is smokey, as a firefighter 22 

what is the -- what are the protocols in place to help me not get 23 

disoriented in a scenario like that? 24 

A. The air was fine.  Basically it's just staying with your hose 25 
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line or the life line. 1 

Q. Okay. 2 

A. Stay against the wall.  Like I said, you could see.  We knew 3 

we had the wall right there. 4 

Q. Okay.  And then if as a firefighter I'm in a smoke situation 5 

like that and I do get disoriented, I lose the line or something, 6 

is there a protocol on how to try to find my way back or how to 7 

recover?  I mean is there a way to -- that you guys are trained to 8 

approach that? 9 

A. You do your mayday.  You have and you turn, call for mayday 10 

and tell them right away on the radio you're lost, and try to pass 11 

the (indiscernible) and hopefully they'll hear the sound. 12 

Q. Okay.  All right.  All right.  So at this point you said you 13 

went down and then you had no further engagement on the ship.  Did 14 

you stay on the scene? 15 

A. Yeah.  I was there until about 6:00 in the morning, 6:00, 16 

6:30. 17 

Q. Okay. 18 

A. So but like I said at that point while the other, outside 19 

agencies were doing all the work. 20 

Q. Okay.  Was there ever, was there ever a request from you or 21 

any of the leadership up there to have ventilation turned on in 22 

this space? 23 

A. Yes.  Yep.  In fact when we're, when we were -- when I went 24 

up to the 12th floor, after we got knocked down, it got smokey, 25 
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CPT Barisciano and I, myself, we were talking to each other and we 1 

were like, I wonder if we could isolate the 10th floor.  So we 2 

talked to the guy from the ship and we said, can you isolate the 3 

10th floor and ventilate the 10th floor. 4 

 And the guy said yes.  And so CPT Barisciano asked them, 5 

look, go out to see the smoke.  Then they guy said, yes.  So I 6 

said, you know what, let's isolate the 10th floor to see if we can 7 

help the guys because it was getting smokey where they were 8 

working trying to free the firefighter.  Let's see if that will 9 

help.  So I told the guy to put the ventilation on. 10 

 When it came up though, it comes up through the middle of the 11 

ship.  It does not go up to the out to sea like you said.  But at 12 

that point I said, you know what, I was up on the 12th floor, I 13 

said, we're going to take a little beaten up here but I don't 14 

really care because if it's helping them down below, you know, and 15 

we didn't know if it was helping or not at that time. 16 

 But so we had -- we kept it on and then once they got the 17 

firefighter free I told them to shut it off because now we're 18 

bringing him up to the 12th.  So I wanted to - I didn't want the 19 

smoke coming up there.  But yeah, it didn't actually do what he 20 

said it was going to do, you know. 21 

Q. Okay.  And so then when you, when you went back down the 22 

stairs and you opened up 10, you -- did you observe any fire on 23 

that deck? 24 

A. No.  No, it was clear.  It was, it was -- it wasn't much, you 25 
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know.  If someone lit a couple of cigars in here that's, that's 1 

how clear it was.  I was shocked at how clear at that time. 2 

Q. Okay.  3 

A. But I don't know what time that was when the Halzoni (ph.) 4 

took a fire at that ship, you know. 5 

 CDR BARGER:  I don't have any other questions right now. 6 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 7 

Q. I have a couple about EMS.  Just kind of what you just said, 8 

you ventilated the 10th floor and then provided some 10th was 9 

pretty clear and you said it went up to the 12th floor.  Was 10 

that -- did I -- 11 

A. When we -- 12 

Q. -- follow that correctly? 13 

A. No.  That was like when we were -- when we talked to the guy, 14 

can we isolate just the 10th floor.  So we attempted to turn 15 

ventilation on just the 10th floor.  But when it ventilates, it 16 

ventilates up and towards this -- on this side and this side it 17 

comes this way on to the top of the deck. 18 

 It didn't -- because we'd ask him we'll go out on the sides 19 

and out to sea?  And the guy said, yes.  All right.  But it 20 

didn't.  It came this way and it was very stagnant, the air.  So 21 

it just stayed on top of the 10th floor -- or 12th floor. 22 

Q. So like at that point if like, again if I'm following 23 

correctly, EMS was stationed on the 12th floor? 24 

A. Yes.  They were, they were on the -- they had come up I think 25 
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on the right-hand side as far as I know where the crane was.  Not 1 

with us.  So it was about 40 yards over that way from where I am.  2 

And that was clear.  That area was clear. 3 

Q. I think two EMS left (indiscernible) am I understanding that? 4 

A. I don't know.  I don't know what that -- 5 

Q. EMS had no (indiscernible)? 6 

A. I didn't see.  The ones that I saw later were -- they did 7 

not. 8 

Q. They did not.  Okay. 9 

A. But no one had it on the 12th floor, on the top deck. 10 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay.  Thanks. 11 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 12 

Q. Just a question going back to when you guys were operating 13 

the hose line from the ship, you said you had communication 14 

problems with guys who were operating the line, correct? 15 

A. Some did, some didn't.  Depends on -- let's say it depends on 16 

where you standing. 17 

Q. Did anybody during that time tug on a line to indicate to 18 

come out? 19 

A. No.  Not that I know of. 20 

 BY MR. LALLO: 21 

Q. Greg Lallo, PR Safety.  Chief, can you talk about like the 22 

personal accountability role call, like when you recall that, the 23 

timeframe, did it happen and around the timeframe? 24 

A. I don't recall.  I don't.  You know, we were just -- I was 25 
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concentrating on getting the crews that were going in on deck, 1 

talking to them, talking here.  But radio transaction we weren't 2 

hearing. 3 

Q. What about the ladder companies, did you observe them?  Did 4 

they come in with rescue rope bags, you know, (indiscernible) 5 

ropes, like, you know, initially when you were up there did they 6 

have them with them? 7 

A. I don't, I don't know if Ladder-4 did.  I know Ladder-5 had 8 

it, Rescue had it.  At that time, you know, when they were there 9 

and there were a couple more that we -- after the first two went 10 

in, I didn't want to go with more lines because I didn't want to 11 

confuse the guys.  So we just stayed with the initial two that we 12 

used. 13 

Q. So the rescue had a rope there -- 14 

A. Ladder-5 and Rescue tied off when they went in. 15 

Q. Ladder-5, okay.  And then what about the ventilation, you 16 

mentioned on Deck 10, was that communicated to the Deputy and 17 

someone in command or was that something that was like something 18 

that you had dialog with the crew and it was activated?  You know, 19 

as far as -- 20 

A. Yeah.  I can't remember. 21 

Q. -- it being a knowledgeable -- 22 

A. I don't, I can't -- I don't remember.  That I don't remember.  23 

I'm going to say at that time we were just trying to make it 24 

easier to free the guy. 25 
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 GL:  All right.  Thanks, chief. 1 

 BY DETECTIVE KESELICA: 2 

Q. Just one follow up.  Detective Joe Keselica, prosecutor's.  3 

Do you guys have the accountability tags? 4 

A. Yes. 5 

Q. So there one tag stay in the truck and one go to IC or how 6 

does that work? 7 

A. Yeah.  Accountability tags, one's on the personnel themselves 8 

and one's on the truck when you make (indiscernible). 9 

Q. To the command post? 10 

A. Yes. 11 

 DETECTIVE KESELICA:  Okay.  Thank you. 12 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a question too. 13 

 BY UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 14 

Q. When you guys were told to evacuate the ship from the 12th 15 

deck, I recall firefighters were. 16 

A. Right. 17 

Q. Was there any conversations from the Deputy or anybody 18 

saying, hey, maybe we should get all the crewmates off the ship as 19 

well or were you guys just -- 20 

A. Yeah, I just -- I heard a communication that they wanted 21 

everyone off.  I didn't know why they wanted everyone off.  I 22 

think they just wanted to regroup and find out what was going on. 23 

Q. Were you told that the crewmates were still there, was it 24 

related to that video that you had seen that there's still people 25 
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on top there staying up there? 1 

A. Yeah, I believe it was said that they were up there.  Like I 2 

said there wasn't fire on the 12th floor or anything.  The crew 3 

was just doing what they do.  The ship was doing whatever they do.  4 

They got on -- I couldn't even tell you how many ship people were 5 

on the ship. 6 

Q. So there was no sense that they were in any danger? 7 

A. No.  No, not at all. 8 

Q. Okay. 9 

A. Correct.  Like I said, when we went out I didn't know why we 10 

were going out. 11 

Q. Right. 12 

A. But I think they just wanted to -- 13 

Q. Get a -- 14 

A. -- get everyone together.  At that time there was so many 15 

agencies.  When I went down there it was like -- I was overwhelmed 16 

at how many people were here and from all over.  I don't even know 17 

what time it was that we actually got called down. 18 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So at 2420 we have a transmission, 19 

Battalion-1 to Deputy-1, all members are spent.  We have no more 20 

bottles.  Having them shut down the exhaust fan on Deck 10.  It's 21 

killing us.  Division-1 to Battalion-1, let's get everyone off 22 

that top deck, get everyone accounted for, clear that deck. 23 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  And what time was that at? 24 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  2420, so 12:20. 25 
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 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay.  What time did they -- was RB taking 1 

off the ship? 2 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  He was taken off the ship right around 3 

Midnight. 4 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Okay.  Yeah, so that's -- 5 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So that's about 20 minutes -- 6 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  That's about right. 7 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  About 20 minutes after that. 8 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah. 9 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Right.  Is everybody good on that timeframe?  10 

Yeah.  Okay. 11 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah. 12 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Walt? 13 

 BY CPT ZIESER: 14 

Q. Chief, again the staffing that night citywide we were told 15 

that you guys run one and two, one captain and two firefighters.  16 

Does that firefighter -- is there also a chauffeur or is the 17 

firefighter counted in the one and two? 18 

A. The driver, is that -- 19 

Q. Yeah. 20 

A. Yeah, he's counted in the one and two. 21 

Q. Okay.  So it would be three total? 22 

A. Three, yeah, yeah.  A captain and two firemen. 23 

Q. Okay.  Is that engine and truck or is that -- 24 

A. It depends on, you know, they don't give us any overtime. 25 
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Q. So that night you guys were running late that night? 1 

A. I know at my battalion I don't -- 2 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  You can ask him what he thinks. 3 

 CPT ZIESER:  Yeah. 4 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah, yeah. 5 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  Yeah, you're suggesting the answer to that.  6 

I'd prefer if you'd ask him is it what his belief was instead of 7 

you -- 8 

 BY CPT ZIESER: 9 

Q. What is your belief? 10 

A. I don't know what the other battalions were like. 11 

Q. And your battalion, you -- 12 

A. I'm Battalion-4. 13 

Q. -- cover the port area? 14 

A. No. 15 

Q. Or you were, you were on the other side of the city? 16 

A. I was -- I'm in Southwood. 17 

Q. You're in Southwood.  Okay. 18 

A. So I know I had a few one and twos in my battalion but I 19 

don't know what the other battalions were riding. 20 

 BY MR. LALLO: 21 

Q. Yeah, Chief, I had a question, PR Safety.  In regards to like 22 

the chauffeurs of the engine companies, do they -- even if they're 23 

not committed to pumping operations do they still stay with the 24 

apparatus from your knowledge? 25 
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A. Yes. 1 

Q. And where was all of the apparatus queued up, like, you know, 2 

when you got on scene originally.  I know you said they later line 3 

in for a water supply. 4 

A. Well 27 and 4 truck were inside the gate.  I don't even know 5 

which companies.  A lot of, a lot of them were staged around.  But 6 

I'm not sure where they parked and everything.  But 5-Engine came 7 

up right behind me and I told them to hook to the hydrant and 8 

stretch in because I didn't know what they -- I didn't, I didn't 9 

have any idea what the port was going to look like, what the ship 10 

or anything, what we were walking in on. 11 

Q. So Engine-27 and Ladder-4, are they the marine unit? 12 

A. Well they have, they have a boat that they, that they're 13 

assigned to. 14 

Q. Is there like a procedure with that?  Like when like this 15 

fire came in, shipboard fire that they go to their marine asset? 16 

A. I don't know. 17 

Q. What happens -- 18 

A. We don't have any. 19 

Q. -- that they need it?  There's no procedures? 20 

A. As far as I know there's -- 21 

(Crosstalk) 22 

A. As far as I know there's no -- 23 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Let him finish.  Go ahead. 24 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay.  So there's no procedure like on a call 25 
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like that comes in that they go to the boat to pick up the boat 1 

and -- 2 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  I'm in the 4th-Battalion.  I don't know what 3 

the 5th-Battalion's procedures are. 4 

 MR. LALLO:  All right.  Thank you. 5 

 BY MR. RICHARDSON: 6 

Q. Mike Richardson with NIOSH.  Chief, were you aware 7 

of -- because I know you spent most of your time on 10 but were 8 

you aware of any efforts to close the ramp door on 12? 9 

A. Later on after we come back on the ship after they had 10 

evacuated, I know they were trying to close it and probably like 11 

5:00 in the morning, this is, you know, way early with putting the 12 

thing up, Newark City was there and they were trying to assist and 13 

I help the Battalion chief or deputy later who were trying to come 14 

up with something to close the door. 15 

 This was probably like 5:00 in the morning or whatever.  But 16 

they couldn't.  The door wasn't closing.  They had tried to close 17 

it and were trying to like make a tarp or something just to seal 18 

it, I think because they had one more shot of that whatever they 19 

have. 20 

Q. Okay.  And then do you -- did you know or do you have any 21 

recollection of when Brooks was brought down timeframe-wise? 22 

A. It was after that, after we evacuated the ship and I would 23 

say about four groups into whatever that group went -- when all 24 

the agencies took over.  I was surprised that it was taking them 25 
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so long because like I said, I looked in and it looked pretty 1 

clear but, you know, I don't know. 2 

Q. You don't know.  Okay. 3 

A. I don't even know exactly where they found him. 4 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  Good.  So has anyone have any other 5 

questions (indiscernible)? 6 

 MR. LALLO:  Yes, I just had one other question.  In regards 7 

to the evacuation how did -- what was the steps with that?  Was it 8 

a verbal, was it an evacuation alert tone? 9 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No. 10 

 MR. LALLO:  You know, air horns and -- 11 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No.  Over the radio they just, they wanted 12 

all companies to come off the ship and go down to -- get off the 13 

12th floor and go down stairs. 14 

 MR. LALLO:  I see.  And you -- 15 

(Crosstalk) 16 

 MR. LALLO:  -- an evacuation alert tone on the radio that 17 

comes through? 18 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  At that point I'm not sure.  If they -- you 19 

know, I couldn't tell you if yes or no.  I don't know. 20 

 MR. LALLO:  Okay.  Thank you. 21 

 CDR BARGER:  Chief, going up to the 12th deck, now, at any 22 

point that you were up there on 12 did you see any cars on fire? 23 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No. 24 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  And then going over to that ramp, what 25 
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were your observations before you all evacuated the ship as far as 1 

conditions at that ramp opening? 2 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Well later on it gets heavier black smoke 3 

coming out of it.  But early it was very light.  It wasn't much.  4 

But later on it, you know, when that starts getting -- the 5 

(indiscernible) took off but I don't know how that took off the 6 

way it did. 7 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  So heavy black smoke.  Flames? 8 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No, no flames. 9 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay. 10 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  But heavy black smoke. 11 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you. 12 

 BY MS. MALINOSKI: 13 

Q. PEOSH Health, I think the transmission, you might have said 14 

something about crew exhausted, no more bottles.  So at this point 15 

where are the, where are the back up bottles coming from? 16 

A. Who said that? 17 

Q. At some point we read a transmission that said the crew was 18 

exhausted and they don't have more bottles.  So at this point 19 

where is, were are the back up bottles coming from? 20 

A. My understanding I think the Elizabeth put their case on the 21 

truck and that's where they got the extra bottles.  And special 22 

service I think brought bottles, over bottles in the city.  So 23 

they had put them down at the dock (indiscernible), because they 24 

had crews taking them up.  I'm not sure on that part. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So you're not sure that they were staged somewhere -- 1 

A. They were -- 2 

Q. -- of the ship? 3 

A. When I came off, when I came down later I saw, you know, a 4 

big area of everything, bottles and you name it.  At that point it 5 

was there.  I think New York had their big boat there and 6 

everything at that point. 7 

Q. Okay.  And your Roman Cascade (ph.) has been out of service 8 

for some time? 9 

A. That's, that's -- 10 

Q. Is your -- has your mobile Cascade been out of service? 11 

A. To my understanding yes. 12 

Q. Okay. 13 

A. That's in the 3rd-Battalion. 14 

 MS. MALINOSKI:  Okay.  Thanks.  That's all. 15 

 BY CPT VILLEGAS: 16 

Q. Chief, CPT Villegas from Division of Fire.  Taking it back a 17 

little, upon your arrival you mentioned that Engine-27 and 18 

Ladder-4, BC Fire were already on location operating, correct? 19 

A. They were already on location, yes. 20 

Q. And they were operating?  They were already inside the ship? 21 

A. As far as I know they were, they were on the top deck.  I'm 22 

not -- I didn't see them.  So they were -- so, like I said, they 23 

were probably on the top deck. 24 

Q. So at some point you enter the ship after the engine to erect 25 
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the (indiscernible), correct? 1 

A. Yeah.  I told the -- when I pulled up -- I don't know if you 2 

know the location, on that side of the gate, so I didn't want 3 

to -- I'm in a pickup truck so I'm not going to block the area, so 4 

I pulled off to the side.  5-Engine came behind.  They were coming 5 

up behind me.  There's a hydrant right there.  And I said, you 6 

know, do me a favor, just wrap that hydrant, stretch in.  If we 7 

need it we'll wet it, if not that's -- so that's -- and then I 8 

walked in to where the dock was, whatever the ship we had -- the 9 

ship. 10 

Q. At which point did you meet up with DP-5? 11 

A. Well I walked up to where the ship point and at that point 12 

the Deputy was there.  I stood there with him for a couple of 13 

minutes.  What do you think have, you know, B.S. a little bit.  14 

And then I said, you know what, I'm going to go up there because 15 

we're not -- you know, we didn't know what we had.  I said, I'm 16 

going to go up there and see if I can assist them. 17 

Q. I see, so DC pollution was it? 18 

A. Yes. 19 

Q. So when you -- you met with him inside the ship, so they had 20 

already established command at -- in this area? 21 

A. Yeah.  He was, he was at the bottom of the ship, you know, 22 

the deck, on the, on the dock with all the companies that were 23 

coming in because, you know, to find out what we had, what we were 24 

going to need. 25 
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 CPT VILLEGAS:  I see.  Thank you. 1 

 CDR BARGER:  At this point are there any questions online up 2 

to this point about the response? 3 

 BY MR. PITTMAN: 4 

Q. Yes.  I just got the one question.  My understanding of it is 5 

that when you looked in 10 it was fairly clear. 6 

A. Yes. 7 

Q. You're on 12 and there's no active fires?  What was the 8 

firefighters actively doing for the fire on 11, because I haven't 9 

heard that yet? 10 

A. Nothing.  We were investigating.  You know, we knew nothing.  11 

There should have been nobody on 11 and they had no line.  There 12 

was no one, you know so. 13 

Q. Okay.  Sorry.  Chief, so earlier you said that you were aware 14 

that there was -- you opened the door and saw thick, black smoke 15 

coming from 11.  You said you looked on 10.  You said it was 16 

fairly clear.  So the understanding is that there's an active fire 17 

on 11.  All your personnel was onboard in some way, shape or form 18 

but no one was actively attempting to fight the fire, boundary 19 

cooling or anything? 20 

A. What the 11th floor? 21 

Q. Well the 11th, on Deck 11. 22 

A. Yes.  Nobody was trying to fight the fire on the 11th. 23 

Q. Okay.  One follow up question.  If nobody was actively trying 24 

to fight the fire on 11, you asked them to open up the ventilation 25 
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on 10.  Were you not concerned that if nobody was fighting fire 1 

introducing that amount of oxygen into that space would actually 2 

be somewhat dangerous? 3 

A. At the time when we asked for the ventilation it was at that 4 

time already rolling.  The 11th floor, the heavy smoke was all 5 

over.  The 10th floor was now getting heavy smoke.  The hallway 6 

was getting smoke.  So at that time I'm trying to make it easier 7 

for the guys to trying to just clear whatever we can on the 10th 8 

floor to assist.  They still haven't gotten the firefighter out.  9 

He's still stuck at this time. 10 

 MR. PITTMAN:  Okay.  That's all I've got. 11 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Does anyone have any additional questions or 12 

do you want to check online? 13 

 CDR BARGER:  Yeah, anybody else online with a question at 14 

this point? 15 

 MS. MCATEE:  I don't have any further questions. 16 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you. 17 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  So then, Chief, if there anything else 18 

related to the incident that you would like to share with us or 19 

you think we need to be aware of -- 20 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No.  That's -- 21 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  That's it? 22 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  Yeah. 23 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Okay.  So at this time if anyone has any 24 

questions outside of the incident, so one again the easiest way to 25 
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do this is just to go around the table.  So Commander? 1 

 BY CDR BARGER: 2 

Q. Chief Chris Barger with the Coast Guard.  A couple of 3 

questions with regards to training.  Have you ever had any 4 

training related to shipboard firefighting? 5 

A. No. 6 

Q. Okay.  When was the last time that you've been on a cargo 7 

ship? 8 

A. That was the first time. 9 

Q. First time? 10 

A. I had never been on one. 11 

Q. Okay.  Do you often respond to the maritime port? 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. What if any exercises have you participated in in fighting 14 

maritime fires? 15 

A. Never, none. 16 

Q. Never. 17 

A. I've never had any training at all. 18 

Q. Okay.  What if any engagement have you had with the Coast 19 

Guard in the port? 20 

A. Never, none. 21 

Q. And do you know, does the Newark Fire Department have any 22 

type of protocols or written procedures with regards to Maritime 23 

fires? 24 

A. No, not that I know of. 25 
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Q. We had heard yesterday that there was, I think back in June a 1 

maritime firefighting training given with relation to electric 2 

vehicles and the like, did you attend that training? 3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. And how long was that training? 5 

A. One day, two hours. 6 

Q. You were there for one day, two hours? 7 

A. Yeah. 8 

 CDR BARGER:  I don't have any other questions right now. 9 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have nothing. 10 

 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No questions. 11 

 BY MR. LALLO: 12 

Q. Chief, PEOSH Safety, do you, do you know if there's any SOPs 13 

on like safety officer duties and things of that sort with the 14 

Newark Fire Department?  Any written documents of like what duties 15 

are and -- 16 

A. No.  Not -- 17 

 MR. LIPSHUTZ:  No, that you don't know or no, there is none? 18 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  I don't -- I'm not -- not that I'm aware of. 19 

 BY MR. LALLO: 20 

Q. Okay.  What about SOPs or procedures on maydays and 21 

evacuation? 22 

A. There is procedures on that. 23 

Q. You have written documents that show -- 24 

A. There should be. 25 
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Q. Are they SOPs or -- 1 

A. I would -- 2 

Q. -- like general guide.  Do you call them SOGs, SOPs that you 3 

know of? 4 

A. Yeah. 5 

 MR. LALLO:  Thank you. 6 

 MR. RICHARDSON:  Anyone else?  No one?  Good?  Okay.  Sir, 7 

you can -- 8 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  One last check, any other questions 9 

online? 10 

 MR. PITTMAN:  No questions, good. 11 

 MS. MCATEE:  No questions. 12 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So, Chief, that concludes our 13 

portion of the interview.  Just one last question I always ask, is 14 

there anything that we haven't covered that you feel that we need 15 

to know to help assist us in getting the facts for our 16 

investigation? 17 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  No, I think, I think that -- I probably have, 18 

you know, insight and I think CPT Barisciano will give you some 19 

insight on the inside. 20 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay. 21 

 CHIEF MARESCA:  That's probably the two best and maybe CPT 22 

Manning.  CPT Manning was the first one there. 23 

 CDR BARGER:  All right, Chief.  Do you have any questions for 24 

anyone in the room before we conclude this? 25 
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 CHIEF MARESCA:  No. 1 

 CDR BARGER:  Okay.  All right.  Well, Chief, thank you very 2 

much for coming in and answering our questions.  The time is now 3 

11:28 a.m..  This concludes the interview. 4 

 (Whereupon, at 11:28 a.m., the interview was concluded.) 5 
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